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FIRE IN OFFICE OF HOTEL AT BENSON HIGHWAY/PARK AVENUE

DISPATCH TIME - 3:38 PM.
ON-SCENE TIME -3:42 P.M.
UNDER CONTROL -3:50 PM.

The Tucson Fire Department responded to reports of fire in the office of the Extend A Suite Hotel at 755 East Benson
Highway this afternoon just after 3:30 PM. The 9-1-1 caller was reporting fire in the office but could not confirm what
was involved in the blaze. The first amriving Tucson Fire Engine, Engine 10, reported faint smoke coming from the
office area, pulled a hose line off the truck, and began working on fire knock down on the interior. The fire was
contained to contents in the front office area with no extension into the hotel room above or next to it. Everyone had
safely evacuated from the office and no injunies were reported. The fire was called under control eight minutes after
units amved on scene. Tucson Police were started to the scene along with Building Safety and utility company
representatives. Clearing the smoke from the bumt office was a challenge with only one doorway to circulate both the
smoky and fresh air through. Fourteen Tucson Fire units responded with twenty-four firefighters on scene. Cause and
origin are under investigation by Tucson Fire Investigators and Tucson Police.
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EAST SIDE GARAGE FIRE SENDS ONE TO HOSPITAL

DISPATCH TIME - 7:52 PM.
ON-SCENE TIME - 7:57 P.M.
UNDER CONTROL —-8:15P M.

The Tucson Fire Department responded to a garage fire at a home in the 9700 block of East Quail Place just before 8
PM. this evening. Multiple callers to 9-1-1 were reporting heavy smoke and flames from the garage part of the home
and first amving Tucson Fire unit confirmed it was fully involved. The residents in the home had evacuated. Crews
worked on making a water supply and pulling hose line for fire attack. After knocking the fire down. crews headed into
the home and the roof to check for further extension into the structure. The fire was limited to the garage space and was
called under control eighteen minutes after crews arrived on scene. Seventeen firefighters and eleven units responded.
Three residents were living the home, with one currently out of town and the remaining two had a place to stay, so no
assistance was needed from the Red Cross. One resident received some minor bums to their foot and went to the hospital
in their own vehicle.
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Tucson Fire Department @ TucsonFirePlO - 20h
Happy Birthday, America! We hope everyone has a safe and fun
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HOPE YOUR HOLIDAYS SPARKLE WITH
SAFETY & JOvY!

Tucson Fire Department @TucsonFirePlO - 11h
Crews responded to a fully involved garage fire near Broadway & Harrison. Fire is

now under control; 1 person w/ minor burn injury to their foot. Going POV to
hospital. #tucsonfire
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Govinda's vegetarian buffet

closes in north Tucson

fire this week

By Stephanie Casanova Arizona Daily Star

A shed fire Tuesday at Govinda’s Natural Foods Buffet has
led to the restaurant's closure for at least a month, the

founder of Govinda’s said.

The vegetarian restaurant and Hare Krishna temple on
Tucson's north side had to close after a fire damaged the
food storage building, a guest bathroom and a second-story
apartment where a family of four lived, said Sharon

Cooksey. The family was displaced, she said.

The Tucson Fire Department responded to reports of a shed
fire near Govinda'’s and one of its attached apartments
around 7 p.m. Tuesday in the 700 block of East Blacklidge
Drive, near North First Avenue and East Fort Lowell Road.
There also was a car on fire behind Jack Furrier’s Tire and
Auto Care next to Govinda’s, according to a Tucson Fire

Dt’pd rtment news release.

after

The shed fire extended to the second floor apartment and
to the restaurant before firefighters arrived, the news
release said. A downed power line on the scene created a
hazard for firefighters. Tucson Electric Power had to bring
the line under control before firefighters were able to

operate in the area, according to the news release.

Firefighters extinguished the fire in 17 minutes, the news
release said, preventing further spread into the property.
Nobody was injured in the incident. The Pima Animal Care
Center responded to the fire to check on animals that live
in the property’s wildlife sanctuary, including koi and

different species of birds.

Cooksey said the main area of the restaurant, shop and
temple were not damaged, but the property’s electricity is
still out, affecting refrigerated ingredients. All meditation

classes have been cancelled.



https://tucson.com/news/local/govinda-s-vegetarian-buffet-closes-in-north-tucson-after-fire/article_1378d830-a035-11e9-908c-139ca002e7e4.html?hidenav=1&hidefooter=1&utm_source=nativeapp&utm_medium=mobile&utm_campaign=link
https://tucson.com/news/local/govinda-s-vegetarian-buffet-closes-in-north-tucson-after-fire/article_1378d830-a035-11e9-908c-139ca002e7e4.html?hidenav=1&hidefooter=1&utm_source=nativeapp&utm_medium=mobile&utm_campaign=link
https://tucson.com/news/local/govinda-s-vegetarian-buffet-closes-in-north-tucson-after-fire/article_1378d830-a035-11e9-908c-139ca002e7e4.html?hidenav=1&hidefooter=1&utm_source=nativeapp&utm_medium=mobile&utm_campaign=link
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“There’s quite a lot of things we have to do before we can
open again,” Cooksey said. “Best case scenario with no
problems, getting the permits pretty quick, is a month we’ll

be closed at least. Maybe two.”

After the fire, patrons and community members helped
clean some of the damage and have donated food and water
for those who live on the property, Cooksey said.

“It was really, really heartwarming and because of their
generosity and their care, it really just picked us all up,”

Cooksey said. “We're so grateful for that”

Govinda's is accepting donations to help rebuild and
reopen the restaurant and has posted a PayPal link on their
Facebook page, along with a note thanking their

community for their support.

The cause of the fire is still under investigation, according

to the Tucson Fire Department.
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9-1-1 PHONE LINES ARE BACK UP

Regional 9-1-1 phone lines were down briefly this moming but are now back up and working. During the
outage. an alternate number was disseminated to the community through social media and the PulsePoint app.
The Public Safety Communications Department is gathering more details about what occurred and we wall
share those as they become available.
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