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Nighttime
House Fire
Was Arson,
Chief Says

By TOM FUTRELI
Epitaph Staff

Arson caused an early morning
fire that destroyed an unoccupied
house Sept. 28, Tombstone's fire

chief said,
All three of the city’s fire trucks
responded to the blaze at 112 S.
Fifth St said Fire Chief Joseph D,
Perotti
"I was called at 3:25 a.m., the first
truck arrived at 3:35 and the fire was
out by 3:45," he said.
"It was arson," he said, adding
that a state fire inspector had con-
firmed his findings.
Perotti said there was no indica-
tion of how the fire was started.
"We didn't smell any gas fumes
or anything else” that would prove
what the arsonist used to torch the
building, he said. "Whatever was
used burned up in the fire.”
Firefighters feared the blaze
might spread to other buildings, but
none were damaged, Perouti said,
"The wind was blowing north and . . - s
® m
sparks were flying over some of the , peoN __ 4 blackened porch roof blocks the entrance to the burned
other buildings,” so all three trucks gy vacant house at 112 . Fifth St. Fire Chief Joseph D. Perotti said an
were called out to prevent further greonist started the Sept. 28 blaze. He estimated fire damage at $20,000.

damage, he said. .

Perotti estimated the property "I really don't know," said for quite awhile, but I don’t know

damage at between $20,000 and Deputy Dan Romero. "Marshal Sch- exactly how long," said Opal Gill,

$25,000. There were no injuries. nautz won't be back in town until owner of Opa]'s Realty. She ”wd

Tombstone law enforcement offi- the ninth (of October) and he's the she was "keeping an eye on it" for

cers did not say if they had any sus- one doing the investigation." ‘ the owner, who was out of town and
The house had “been unoccupied unavailable for comment.

pects.
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Perotti Labels Blazes

lh TOM FUTRELI
Epitaph Staff

The yel surrounding the
» charred buildings at 112 S, Fifth
CRIME SCENE DO NOT

low tape
w
St. reads
CROSS
I don't have
how the fires were
Marshal Edward §
think somebody was
there, but I can't say
started the fire
Tombstone police are investigat
ing the cause of the fires and poten
tial suspects, Schnautz said
Schnautz said that he suspects
more than one person of starting the
fires
"We've got it narrowed down re
ally close, but we can't charge any
body because we don't have any ev
idence or witnesses,” he said
The fires started inside the build- |
ings, Schnautz said. "Whether they
were accidental or purposely started
remains to be seen.”
"It was arson,"
Joseph D. Perotti
have confirmed it,
ferring to findings by the
inspector
“There's too much coincidence”
for the fires to be accidental, Perotti
said.
The two fires occurred five days
apart on the same lot

evidence of
started,” said
Schnautz !
sleeping in
that person

said Fire Chief
The state boys
Perotti said, re- |
state fire

Phota by TOM FUTRELL Tombstons Epltaph

azes ripped through it five days apart. Tombstone

SECOND TIME AROUND — Police tape surrounds a vacant residential lot after two separate bl
are investigating the fires and have yet to name suspects.

The first blaze started in the early
moming hours of Sept. 28, destroy-
ing an unoccupied house on the
property

The second started shortly after 8
p.m. on Oct. 2 in a storage building
on the same property

"l have no comment on the fire
chief’s statements,” Schnautz said,
Police should have a suspect, he

city officials have condemned the area because the fires left the buildings unstable. Police

The first fire wok only about 15 15 minutes, Perotti said, but was not fighters use to protect themselves It has since been condemned by

minutes to extinguish. The second
posed a three-hour challenge to the
20 firefighters battling the blaze.

The building was "stacked (o the
ceiling” with mattresses, foam rub-
ber, cans of paint and other
flammable liquids, Perotti said.

The fire was under control within

completely out for three hours. Cans
of paint and paint thinner ignited 10
times, he said.

Two additional problems made
fighting the fire more difficult.

The city’s water system did not
supply enough pressure for the two
trucks used, and the air bottles fire-

said, before calling it arson,

FIRE from Page 1

nothing else to put on the flammable
liquid

Because there were
fumes all the firemen had to have air
bottles, Perotti said

But the Tombstone Fire Depart-
ment does not have enough bottles,
according w0 Perotti. Four broke at
the scene, but two have been re-
paired, he said

"We went through the air bottles
in about an hour and 15 minutes and
then we had to drop back,” he said.
"We couldn’t fight the fire up close
because of the fumes.”

It took firefighters two hours and
15 minutes to haul the empty bottles
0 Sierra Vista, get them filled and
bring them back, Perotti said. That
had w be done twice during the

noxious

bring the idea up again,

o the
"It hasn’t

Perotti said he wants see
water system completed
changed in 25 years.”

The current project to repair the
old water line will help the water
volume 1n the downtown area, Per
otti said

City workers are removing the
old, small pipes from the south side
of Allen and Toughnut streets and
laying eight-inch pipes on the north
side.

"There is a high concentration of
buildings in the area,” Perotti said.
"That's where the hazards would
be.”

"Fire protection in Tombstone is a
problem,” Councilman William J,
Brett said. :

Brett said he would like to see fire

protection upgraded in both the resi-’

from breathing harmful fumes ran an order from City Clerk Doris L,
out, Perotti said, Pulsifer, Perotti, Tom Wright, the

Firefighters had 10 go to Sierra city's building inspector, and Robert
Vista to get the bottles refilled, he L. Reames, the city's public works
said. director, Pulsifer said.

The property is owned by  The propenty is exucmcly dan-
Willism Flake, who could not be gerous, Everything's going to fall
reached for comment. in," Perotti said,

dential and historic district.

"The next council should start a
plan for adequate fire protection,”
Brett said.

DEVASTATION — Ashes cover the site of recent blazes, which fire officials say is the work of arsonists.
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Old Plumbing
Slows Progress
Of Firefighters

By JENNIFER JONES
Epitaph Staff

Century-old water lines led a
list of problems that plagued fire-
fighters’ efforts to battle the Oct.
2 storage building fire near Allen
Street, the fire chief said.

"We hooked up two fire trucks
to two different hydrants and nei-
ther one was any good," Joseph
D. Perotti told the Tombstone
City Council Oct. 8.

The problem was the water
volume, Perotti said. The water
pipes are too small, he said.

"We still have 1880 lines in
there," Perotti said.

The building was the second
structure on the same lot de-
stroyed by fire in a week. Former
sign painter William Flake owns
the storage building, 112 S. Fifth
St., just south of Allen Street, and
the house beside it, which burned
Sept. 28,

"If the wind had been blowing
in a northerly direction we would
not have stopped that fire," Perot-
1 said,

State fire marshals believe the
fires were caused by arson, Perot-
ti said, Tombstone police are in-
vestigating suspects.

Perotti said hazardous chemi-
cals at the site caused multiple
explosions during the fire.

"That fire must have started up
10 or 12 times because of the
flammable liquids," Perotti said.
“We used all of our foam in
the first 10 minutes and we had

Please See FIRE on Page 2




1990

L

N ember Bdmbslt9E - o
toph: Robinson Vows to Update Fire

— ’ J

S

)

Wy MILL KIRCOM Epltaph St
OUT WITH THE OLD — Councilman Ronald L. Robinson stands next to his 1940 firetruck, which‘ he hopes
to restore. He also wants to upgrade the city’s outdated Fire Department so it can better serve the City.

T i RO N . rm

re Equipment, Trucks

By BILL KIRCOS
Epitaph Stafr

Tombstone's volunteer fire de-
partment needs better equipment and
facilities, according to Councilman
Ronald L. Robinson, a former fire-
fighter who has vowed 1o use his po-
sition to accomplish the improve-
ments,

"I have nothing but praise for the
fellas, they’ve done a hell of a job,"
Robinson said of the volunteers.
“I’s just that from a professional
standpoint, better equipment and fa-
cilities would reduce fire damages
and reduce insurance costs.

Robinson, a 19-year veteran of
the Buffalo, N.Y., fire department,
came to Tombstone almost three
years ago. He believes the most im-
portant improvement to the depart-
ment should include a better facility
and a more modern fleet of fire
trucks, .

Robinson also said the city needs
a fire code.

"We've got building, electric and
plumbing codes to name a few, but
no df.'n'c code. It’s unbelievable,” he
sal

Fire Chief Joseph D. Perotti

agreed that the city needs its own
code, although it presently follows
State recqurrements.

Several alleys and accesses in the
town have been built over or had
fences added. "There are a few
places now that we would have to
stop the truck and haul everything in
there," Perotti said.

Robinson also cited a report by
Perotti that claims the building that
houses the trucks and equipment is a
"leaky, drafty old barn that leans on
the (City) Hall."

"That’s giving the place too much
credit," Robinson said. The fire-
fighters train in the basement and
the trucks line up in a row with one
door to exit. If the first fire truck
failed, the firefighters "would be out
of luck," he said.

"Andy Griffith had more room to
work with than those guys," Robin-
son said.

Robinson said he hopes to build a
new facility with help from federal
and state funding but so far has no
specific plan, except that he wants to
house all public safety departments
ments under one roof.

Please See FIRE on Page 2
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"Our facility is terrible. Dust, wa
ter and even birds mess up the house
and get onto the trucks, but a new
public safety house can be looked
INto next year, we need water line
repair and replacement now," Perotti
said.

Some of the water lines date back
to 1880 and are only four inches in
diameter, Perotti said. Others are
clogged with rust and dirt, limiting
waler flow and depositing residue
into the pumpers.

"We've been blessed that we have
not had a fire needing multiple
trucks, because no matter who
comes (0 help fight a fire, there still
will only be limited water usage,"
Perotti said.

The old lines pump about 650
gallons of water per minute through
the fire hydrants, as compared 1o 1,-
000 to0 1,500 gallons pumped from

the trucks

The fire department has three fire
trucks a 1970 Ford 900, a 1979
Dodge Quick Attac™ Mini-Pumper
and a 1983 General Motors Corp.
7000. To keep insurance premiums
down, most companies require that a
fire department have one truck that
is less than 10 years old. Other
trucks can be on reserve for another
en years

Robinson also said the department
lacks adequate aerial equipment for
fires in buildings that are higher than
one story.

The department has 30-foot lad-
ders for second-story fires, but they
can not be used to fight fires on the
upper floors of the high school or
old courthouse, Perotti said. "

"They would need help from an-
other department and it would take

about a half an hour response time
(probably from Sierra Vista or
Huachuca City), an etemity for fire-
fighters,"” Robinson said.

Even when the firefighters reach a
fire, they may not only have to battle
the blaze, but also some fire hy-
drants that are either inactive or
small.

Twenty-nine of 116 hydrants are
impaired in some way and either do
not function or are difficult to oper-
ate, Perotti said, causing even more
problems for the fighters.

Robinson praised the work of the
department during September and
October fires on Fifth Street that
caused considerable damage and
was worsened by flammable materi-
als at the site, but said better equip-
ment could have reduced losses.

"I'd say that better equipment and
facilities would have greatly reduced
the response time to the fire and
controlled it even quicker if it was
available, but it wasn't," Robinson
said.

"There was a $120,000 grant 1o
refurbish the senior citizen’s facility,
why can’t that be the same for the
fire department,” Perotti asked.

Perotti said the city is looking into
replacing the water lines. Mayor
Alex H. Gradillas said he realizes
the department needs help but added
that money is hard to come by.

"We know what is needed, and
eventually would like to see a public
safety building, but you do only
what you can, and without grants,
we can’t afford to do everything we
would like," Gradillas said.
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