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February, 1974, TFD—Class Photo: 
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May 18, 1980: 
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1980—edited from From Dan Newburn's Sierra Vista pal ... I believe his name is Pete (Pedro) 
Anderson: 

 

One night Danny, in his late 20s, at a fire, was severely injured by a fire truck that jumped into 
gear and almost ran him over. It got his foot. The figure I remember is that 18000 pounds 
crushed his foot. At the emergency room they took off his boot and bones fell out of it. The 
doctor mentioned amputation and Danny forcefully told him no. He eventually learned to walk 
and run on that foot that had more cartilage than bone. He even later beat me at racquetball, 
which made a believer out of me—Danny could do anything he put his mind to. Several years 
of non-active duty followed this accident, before he returned to the Dept and began rising 
through the ranks, no longer fighting fires in the field, but geared more towards administration. 
I recall a time when he was doing PR work for the Dept—I was teaching English at a local 
high school (Canyon Del Oro) and Danny came to my senior class and taught a valuable re-
sume-writing class—my kids loved him—who wouldn’t? 

1980 35 MM Slides of Boot Test, re-enactment of accident, RPM at 200 GPMS test, pump 

transmission and internal gears, Newburn Injury 
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1980 35 MM Slides of Boot Test, re-enactment of accident, RPM at 200 GPMS test, pump 

transmission and internal gears, Newburn Injury 
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Awards function at El Con Mall, 1980s 

 

 

PIO Captain Dan Newburn, Deputy Chief Jim Rus-

sell, speaker Fire Chief Richard Moreno 

PIO Captain Dan Newburn 

Newburn, Russell, VanAuken, Moreno 

Chief Dan Newburn—Inspector 
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1985 TFD Annual Report: 

Dan Newburn 
Weuve, Newburn 
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October 12, 18, 1985, Arizona Daily Star: 
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April 4, 1986, Arizona Daily Star: 
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July 31, 1986, Arizona  Daily Star:    

newly promoted Fire Inspectors Dan Newburn, 

Mike Crump, Dan Uthe  
Chief Weuve, Dan Newburn 
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January 2001:                                                        January 9, 2001, Arizona Daily Star:                  
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January 9, 2001, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue2/2001/01/09/36194-newburn-named-interim-tfd-chief/ 
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January 9, 2001, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue2/2001/01/09/36194-newburn-named-interim-tfd-chief/ 

July 3, 2001, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue2/2001/01/09/36194-newburn-named-interim-tfd-chief/ 
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August 25, 2001, Arizona Daily Star: 
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1980’s  Fire Prevention Display 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan Newburn 

Dan Newburn 

Steve Ellis, Dan Newburn, Al Moritz facing, 

7/7/2001 
Steve Ellis, Dan Newburn, 7/7/2001 

Dan Newburn, 7/7/2001 
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May 31, 2002, TFD—Daily Bulletin: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 31, 2002, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue2/2002/08/31/57511-parade-free-picnic-on-tap-for-

holiday-at-reid-park/ 

5/31/2002 
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July 26, 2002, Battalion Chief Joe Gulotta: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chief Daniel E. Newburn 

October 20, 2002, Arizona Daily Star: 
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October 20, 2002, Arizona Daily Star: 
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2003 
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July 31, 2003, TFD— 
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2003 Annual Report 
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Ron Figueroa retired December 20, 2003: 

 

Ron Figueroa’s retirement at Firehouse 10. Top-left to right, Chief Newburn, Ron Figueroa, Bobby 

Walsh, Dan Larkin, Mike Hart.  Middle-foreground, George Chavez, Ron Figueroa, Bob (MAO) 

LeBaron.  Bottom-Chief Dan Newburn, Ron Figueroa, Dan Larkin. 
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March 9, 2004, Tucson Citizen: 
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March 9, 2004, Tucson Citizen: 
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2004 Annual Report 
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July 26, 2005: 
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2006 Annual Report 
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July 3, 2006, http://tucson.com/news/local/accord-reached-over-fire-inspectors/article_0b0778e0-7223-

5864-9f7c-f8e0d4c794fb.html 
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August 19, 2006, http://tucson.com/news/local/crime/fire-chief-responds-to-glbt-commission-s-diversity-

issues/article_fdbc40ed-925e-5007-8e2c-60a86aba6d1a.html 
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September 5, 2006, http://tucson.com/news/local/crime/city-gets-closer-to-filling-vacant-fire-inspector-

jobs/article_48c6fcb8-c60a-559b-923f-a10de1f2676c.html 
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October, 2006, Health & Safety:  
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2007 Awards Ceremony: 

Chief Newburn & Dave Ridings  Newburn, Dan Uthe 

Newburn, Tim Clayton Pat Quinn, Newburn, Dan Burke 

Newburn, Bill Bathe  Newburn, Liz Miller, Paul McDonough 
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2007 Awards Ceremony: 

Chief & Matt Morgan Chief & Norma Battaglia, Terry Valenzuela 

Chief Kyle Hansen 

Chief Mike Fischback 

Chief & Jason West 

Chief & Diane Wygal-Springer 
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2007 Awards Ceremony: 

Newburn at Ward 4 Back to 

Chief & Dan Newburn 

Chief & Dan Newburn Chief & Scott McKinney 
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Chief Newburn and Ogden - Fire Headquarters 

conference room 

Fire Chief Dan Newburn Gabby Giffords, TPD Chief Richard Miranda, 

Mayor Bob Walkup, Chief Newburn 

Gabby Giffords, TPD Chief Richard Miranda, 

Mayor Bob Walkup, Chief Newburn 
Roger Wright, Newburn, Brian Delfs, Ken 

Chris Anderson cooking, Newburn 
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August 8, 2007, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue/2007/08/08/59531-city-shelling-out-millions-in-ot-pay/ 
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September 6, 2007, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue/2007/09/06/62214-city-inches-toward-accessibility-

law/ 
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November 6, 2007, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue/2007/11/06/67837-4-contest-winners-learn-about-

fire-safety/ 
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April 19, 2008, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue/2008/04/19/83023-9-employers-to-be-honored-for-

support-of-guard-reserve/ 



 

 

Chief Daniel E. Newburn 

June 17, 2008, TFD—  
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June 17, 2008, http://tucson.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/tucson-fire-chief-leaving-in-september/
article_045a2ea4-6bea-5508-9e85-e9d62490758e.html 
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June 18, 2008, http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/2008/06/18/20080618az-firechief18-on.html 
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June 18, 2008, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue/2008/06/18/88546-tucson-fire-chief-newburn-to-retire-
sept-12/ 
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June 18, 2008, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue/2008/06/18/88546-tucson-fire-chief-newburn-to-retire-
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September 12, 2008, TFD—Daily Bulletin: 
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September 16, 2008, http://tucson.com/news/local/crime/newburn-retired-as-local-fire-chief-takes-a-
look-back/article_14e8ee9e-358a-5913-922c-9c51b07b796b.html 



 

 

Chief Daniel E. Newburn 

September 16, 2008, http://tucson.com/news/local/crime/newburn-retired-as-local-fire-chief-takes-a-
look-back/article_14e8ee9e-358a-5913-922c-9c51b07b796b.html 



 

 

Chief Daniel E. Newburn 

September 16, 2008, http://tucson.com/news/local/crime/newburn-retired-as-local-fire-chief-takes-a-
look-back/article_14e8ee9e-358a-5913-922c-9c51b07b796b.html 



 

 

Chief Daniel E. Newburn 

September 16, 2008, http://tucson.com/news/local/crime/newburn-retired-as-local-fire-chief-takes-a-
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October 16, 2008, http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue/2008/10/16/99715-incoming-tucson-fire-chief-out-to-
end-hazing-of-rookies/ 
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September 19, 2014, TFD—Special Bulletin,  
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http://www.vistosomemorialchapel.com/sitemaker/sites/vistos0/obit.cgi?user=1414864Newburn 
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September 23, 2014, TFD—Daily Bulletin: 
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September 30, 2014, http://tucson.com/news/local/retired-fire-chief-dan-newburn-dies/article_68d0b941
-6c4f-544a-91fa-c67b7148f25c.html 



 

 

Chief Daniel E. Newburn 

September 30, 2014, http://tucson.com/news/local/retired-fire-chief-dan-newburn-dies/article_68d0b941
-6c4f-544a-91fa-c67b7148f25c.html 
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October 8, 2014, http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tucson/obituary.aspx?n=daniel-edward-newburn-
dan&pid=172757834&fhid=20175 
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October 11, 2014, TFD— 
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Chief Daniel E. Newburn 

From Dan Newburn's Sierra Vista pal ... I believe his name is Pete (Pedro) Anderson: 

 

A MEMORY PIECE ON OUR FRIEND, DANNY NEWBURN… 

I feel the need to write something about Danny Newburn who died recently. He was, for a long 
time, my best friend and had an enormous influence on me. He was an extraordinary person, a 
musician, a lover of people, a lover of family, a dutiful and loyal man who not only made a 
million friends, but his talents were easily recognized and he eventually became the Fire Chief 
of Tucson, Arizona, nothing to sneeze at. But he and I, and our small phalanx of guys, were 
best friends, and I think that if it was me who died, I’d greatly appreciate one of the crowd 
writing something to commemorate me. I can’t help but write this. It’s going to be long, so 
you may or may not want to read the whole thing…it’s ostensibly about Danny, but I cannot 
separate myself from the action, he was just too large a part of my life. So, in those years, what 
happened to me, happened to Danny, and the reverse is true, too.  

 
Danny was the new kid who moved in a block away from me on our Army post,  
Ft Huachuca in southern Arizona…he was a tall, great-looking guy with a Tennessee accent…
he was very gregarious and people instantly took to him. I will say now the words that I truly 
believe a lot of people can say—“We became very, very close friends.” 

 
Somehow a 36 Ford appeared in his carport, and Danny and I and a group of guys would get 
together and sand the thing down to metal in order to paint it—it eventually shone a bright yel-
low and I had the continual delight to ride to school in it, attracting attention everywhere. Dan-
ny was a fine piano player and, in our senior year, joined a terrific local band called “The Dis-
ciples,” and I, not yet a player of instruments and a shy person who only sang in the safety of 
his room, lugged his unbelievably heavy Farfisa organ to his practices and gigs. People went 
nuts when the Disciples played at our Teen Club—his “Happy Organ” tore the place apart. 
Years later, after I’d learned guitar and was singing in public, Danny and I entertained party 
crowds all the time. We both could sing, and we did a nice job on the Everly Bros’ “I’ll Do My 
Crying In The Rain,” and we rocked like madmen on “Beat Me Daddy Eight To The Bar.”  
But I’m getting ahead of myself—still in high school, he was crazy about a girl a year ahead of 
us, Sandee, a beautiful Italian brunette, and they became an item. My memory tells me they 
broke up regularly, and each time Danny would hit the wooden wall outside his home with his 
fist, and I’m pretty sure he broke it one time. I just mention this to illustrate that he was a pas-
sionate guy…girls loved Danny, and so did guys—he was a gentleman, but also very capable 
of getting down and dirty. He became adept at kung fu. He was a natural raconteur, spinning 
tales with fabulous details and inevitable climaxes…he told a story of a woman named 
Queenie and her misadventures at a Tennessee lake, and I know I heard it 20 times, but each 
time everyone in the room would be flattened by laughing. “Danny, Danny, tell that story 
about Queenie!”—and he rarely disappointed.  

 
I’m pretty sure I saw in his obit that his mother, Wanda, survives him. So do his sisters Dotty 
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From Dan Newburn's Sierra Vista pal ... I believe his name is Pete (Pedro) Anderson: 

A MEMORY PIECE ON OUR FRIEND, DANNY NEWBURN… 

 
I’m pretty sure I saw in his obit that his mother, Wanda, survives him. So do his sisters Dotty 
and Sandra. How sad that they’ve lost Danny. I spent so much time at his house during high 
school, my home away from home, with kind, soft-spoken southern-accented Wanda running 
the ship. Sandra was away at college, but Dotty was around and I, like most boys my age, was 
smitten with her quick wit and beauty. One day she was in the house ironing something in a 
bra and Wanda exclaimed in shock, “Dotty, Pete’s here,” and Dotty replied, winking at me, 
“Aw Mom, Pete’s family,” and outside, Danny laughed at my dazed demeanor, getting it all. 
Danny was such a kind gentleman to his mother in all the years I knew them both. 

 
The Bartleys moved away, up to Tucson where we would all reunite after we followed them to 
that city for college. In preparation, a carload of us motored up the freeway from our small 
town to Tucson, Senior Day at the University of Arizona—Stormy Moson drove his slick 
Chevelle and I caught a ride. Stormy and Danny were also close friends and the two of them 
shared a sophistication and confidence that I could only envy from afar—I felt the country 
bumpkin, not at all assured around girls and life beyond our insular Army post. In Tucson, 
Tom Bartley found us and we had a fun day. I just mention this because I wanted to get Stormy 
into the story and also acknowledge the fact that everyone in the car attended the U of A the 
following year. Stormy joined a frat and Danny effortlessly and gracefully shifted between the 
worlds of Stormy’s worldly frat environment and my increasingly mad hippie world. 

 
When I was 20, I had to get away from that world and moved to Texas where my parents 
lived…I attended a small college there for a year, recuperating, but then returned to Tucson. I 
established a pattern for myself, moving away to something that was, to me, exotic, while life 
simply progressed among my friends in Tucson. I spent a year in a hut I built on the beach in 
Hawaii, then came back to live with Danny. I spent another year at an abandoned sawmill in 
Colorado—no utilities, in the mountains, riding horses—then returned to Tucson and Danny 
and Tom—I have no idea how many times I stayed with either of them, but we were the tight-
est of friends and their homes always had an extra bed with my name on it. I worked so many 
jobs with Danny—out in the desert or in town…he had a lot of connections and it always 
meant work for us both. Perhaps in our early 20s another high school friend, just out of the Ar-
my, moved to Tucson and became an integral part of the gang—Spike Davies. Whenever I’d 
return to town, it was Danny, Tom Bartley, Slim Bartley, and Spike. At times I felt like Spike 
was my replacement because I was out of town so much, but it was all good. He was another 
great guy whose depth of friendliness helped keep the old crowd together. Like each of us, I 
know he had an intimate friendship with Danny—Danny was just that kind of person. He 
loved people and had a great capacity for love. Since this is really about Danny, I really want 
to stress this—he was an extraordinary teen, then an extraordinary man. He felt things deeply. 
He cared. He always had room for you in his heart, and that was the simple truth. 

He and the Bartleys all joined the Tucson Fire Dept and again, I was out somewhere on the 
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From Dan Newburn's Sierra Vista pal ... I believe his name is Pete (Pedro) Anderson: 

A MEMORY PIECE ON OUR FRIEND, DANNY NEWBURN… 

 
loved people and had a great capacity for love. Since this is really about Danny, I really want 
to stress this—he was an extraordinary teen, then an extraordinary man. He felt things deeply. 
He cared. He always had room for you in his heart, and that was the simple truth. 

He and the Bartleys all joined the Tucson Fire Dept and again, I was out somewhere on the 
road, Boston, hitchhiking across the country, but I always came back to Tucson and stayed 
with one of them. The Bartleys and Danny all enjoyed a notorious reputation in the Fire Dept, 
recklessly fighting fire, the first ones in, fearless and smart, and they were noticed by the high-
er-ups. But on days off, Danny and I would go camping, something we shared for as long as 
we were active friends. He and I would usually sleep under the stars without a tent…just a fire 
and a bottle of bourbon were all we needed. I included a picture of Danny being zany next to 
my first wife—the three of us often camped together. Sometimes it was just a day or two of 
getting out of town and having a quiet place to read. While in high school, Danny and I hiked 
up to a mountain that loomed high above our post in the Huachuca range. At around ten that 
night a storm moved in…by two or three in the morning we were both drenched and it was 
cold and we found ourselves ruminating about dying of exposure. Finally we realized we had 
to get down the mountain, and we began a hike that I’ll never forget, in the dark and rain, both 
of us shaking uncontrollably. We got home at around five AM and did something we didn’t do 
very often—we hugged outside his house before I walked the short way home. We both later 
acknowledged that we easily could have died that night. Though August, we were probably 
somewhere up around 8000 feet and it was COLD and we had nothing dry. We had left our 
equipment on the mountain and never retrieved it. 

 
One night Danny, in his late 20s, at a fire, was severely injured by a fire truck that jumped into 
gear and almost ran him over. It got his foot. The figure I remember is that 18000 pounds 
crushed his foot. At the emergency room they took off his boot and bones fell out of it. The 
doctor mentioned amputation and Danny forcefully told him no. He eventually learned to walk 
and run on that foot that had more cartilage than bone. He even later beat me at racquetball, 
which made a believer out of me—Danny could do anything he put his mind to. Several years 
of non-active duty followed this accident, before he returned to the Dept and began rising 
through the ranks, no longer fighting fires in the field, but geared more towards administration. 
I recall a time when he was doing PR work for the Dept—I was teaching English at a local 
high school (Canyon Del Oro) and Danny came to my senior class and taught a valuable re-
sume-writing class—my kids loved him—who wouldn’t? 

 
During his hiatus period he and I formed a business together. I owned a large step-van, about 
the size of a typical UPS truck. A couple of times the two of us drove to Kansas and filled the 
truck with antiques, then returned to Tucson where we refinished the furniture and sold it. We 
did the work at his northwest home—by this time he was married to a lovely woman who we 
knew from high school, Katie Craig, and they had two daughters, Megan and Molly. I wit-
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the size of a typical UPS truck. A couple of times the two of us drove to Kansas and filled the 
truck with antiques, then returned to Tucson where we refinished the furniture and sold it. We 
did the work at his northwest home—by this time he was married to a lovely woman who we 
knew from high school, Katie Craig, and they had two daughters, Megan and Molly. I wit-
nessed Danny’s love for his girls. I can’t imagine the pain that Katie and Megan and Molly 
must be experiencing now…I have a 20 year old daughter who means everything to me; I 
know that form of love.  

 
Because of life situations Danny and I didn’t see much of each other after our late 30s—
nothing happened to cause a rift, there was certainly no rancor or ill feeling, it was simply life 
happening. I was aware of his promotions at the Fire Dept and was glad for him…he was a 
smart, aware guy, a natural diplomat and gentleman. Tucson was lucky to have him as its Fire 
Chief. 

 

I can’t begin to recount the experiences I shared with this man. Each time I think about him, 
another memory pops up. I remember one day he said to me, “If I die before you, I want you 
to sing ‘Bridge Over Troubled Water’ at my funeral.” We laughed, as we were in our late 20s 
and it all seemed so far away. But I do a regular weekly gig at a coffeehouse in my town, Idyll-
wild, in the mountains of southern California, and tonight I’m going to sing that song for Dan-
ny, and I’ll tell the assemblage what I’m doing and why. I loved Danny Newburn and I’ve 
cried a few times about this…nearly half of our lives have gone by—30 years, I suppose—
since we were a big part of each other’s lives, but you know how that is…in those intervening 
years I thought about him often and told people of my experiences with Danny. Life goes on 
and you consider all the things that have happened to you and some of it is happy and some of 
it is sad. You think about the people who have been major parts of your life. I can’t imagine 
what my life would have been without him, so many hours and days and years, accompanying 
this extraordinary being, even getting a sense that I must be okay myself if such a person held 
me in such high esteem. We were best friends. I’ve had other best friends, and so did he, but 
we were best friends and we laughed at life and we felt each other’s pain and we drank a lake 
of alcohol together and laughed through that, too, sympathizing the next day at each other’s 
hangover, and repeating it the next night, especially away on jobs. There’s a part of me that 
wishes we’d stayed in touch, because I would have liked to have been able to spend time with 
him before his death, although I have no idea if it was protracted or sudden. But I’m glad I 
wrote this, because it had me focused on him, and him and me, and our lives together, and I re-
experienced it from writing about it. Maybe karma will have us together again some lifetime—
I sure hope so. Maybe I’ll recognize him. He’ll be the larger-than-life person who makes me 
laugh and makes me feel good about myself and who I learn about life from…God bless, old 
friend. Fare thee well, and thank you. 



 

 

Chief Daniel E. Newburn 

From Dan Newburn's Sierra Vista pal ... I believe his name is Pete (Pedro) Anderson: 

A MEMORY PIECE ON OUR FRIEND, DANNY NEWBURN… 
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Greater Tucson Fire Foundation 

 

Thank you for taking an interest in  

Tucson Fire Department history — 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, 
pictures, etc.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order or by a subject.  
These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Dave Rid-
ings Retired Assistant Chief Tucson Fire Department, Al Ring friend of the department, Great-
er Tucson Fire Foundation and with the help of many friends and fellow firefighters. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader 
should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to 
other items such as documents, letters, etc.   
 

Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We 
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this infor-
mation.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be 
from one of three possible sources.  The Arizona Daily Star, The Tucson Citizen and the Tuc-
son Daily Citizen, for which we want to give a special thanks. 
 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information 
for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
 

Should the reader have additional information on the above subject we would appreciate you 
sharing it with us. Please see the names and contact information on the 1st. TFD Archives page  
right below this paragraph. 


