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Fire station nears opening

e TFD Station 19, operating out of
a temporary facility, will serve the
Rita Ranch area.

By DAN SORENSON

Citizen Staff Writer

A new Tucson Fire Department station serving
the Rita Ranch area will open next week

TFD Station 19 will be housed temporarily at
9700 E. Esmond Loop. A TFD spokesman said the
crew will be housed in a modular building, and ve
hicles will be protected by a ramada until a perma-
nent station is built

Plans call for construction of the permanent
station to begin next yeal

In the interim, the station will have one para-
medic-engine company, staffed by a captain, an
engineer and two firefighter/paramedics

Later, it will be upgraded to a six-member

crew, with four firefighters staffing the engine
company and two firefighter/paramedics for the
paramedic unit

I'he unit will serve newly annexed city areas to
the southeast, south and southwest

Fire Department officials estimate that there

are 4,500 people in the area who will be served by
Station 19

A TFD spokesman said the new unit should de-
crease response times by five minutes in a two-
mile radius around the station

Capt. J. Randall Ogden said the area has relied
on Station 17, at Valencia and Houghton roads, for
fire protection, and Station 16, at Pantano Road
and Speedway Boulevard, for paramedic service

Costs for setting up and staffing the new station
in 1995-96 are estimated at $560,000 and annual
operating costs are estimated at $660,000, accord-
ing to a TFD spokesman
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RECRUIT GRADUATION
The City of Tucson and the Tucson Fire
Department proudly announce the gradua-
tion of the first recruiting class of 1995.
Thirty outstanding recruits were initially
selected to begin the rigorous TFD
Academy: twenty-three recruits successful-
ly completed the intense eighteen-week
training and are now ready for firefighting
assignments. The graduation ceremony is
scheduled for Friday, February 2, at the
Tucson Fire Academy.
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TUCSON FIRE DEPARTMENT
OFFICIAL OPENING
FIRE STATION #19

The Tucson Department proudly
invites you to the official opening ceremony
of Fire Station #19. This new station will
enhance fire and emergency medical ser-
vices for the Rita Ranch area. It will house
one paramedic engine company which will
provide the highest level of protection in
both fir¢ and medical emergencies

Fire

Location: Tucson Firc Station #19
9700 E. Esmond Loop
February 7, 1996

1000 am

Date:
Time:

Welcome/Opening Comments:
Fire Chief, Fred L. Shipman
Guest Speakers:
Council Member, Shirley Scott
City Manager, Michael F. Brown
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Where's the Fire (station)?

The Tucson Fire Department is proud
to invite you to the grand opening of
Fire Station 19, located in the Rita
Ranch Subdivision

Py
o

Thurs., Mar. 11
10 a.m

Date:
Time:

Place: 9700 E. Esmond Loop

Fire Station 19, financed with 1994

voter-approved bonds, was built by local contractors
and included residents of Rita Ranch in the design
process 'he station also features a community
meeting room for the public's use

Tours of the station will follow the ribbon-cutting
ceremony. Call 791-4512 for more information
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Firehouse doubles as community center

RTUCSON -~ Firdl Station 19 is Tucson's newest fire station, but its
design relies on some very old ideas.

The station, in the Rita Ranch development on the far eastside,
houses a community meeting room. According to a Tucson Fire De-
partment spokesman, fire stations used to double as community cen-
ters.

“At the turn of the century, firehouses were kind of convention cen-
ters,” Fire Capt. Brian Delfs said. “They'd have auctions and dances
there. We're expecting everything from Scout troops to homeowner as-
sociation meetings.”

Delfs has every reason to expect community members will take ad-
vantage of the meeting room; some community members have been in-
volved with Fire Station 19, 9700 E. Esmond Loop, since it was first
proposed.

“Their input was solicited,” Delfs said. “We sat down with mem-
bers of the community to help design something that would fit into
their neighborhood. We didn’'t want to create an eyesore.”

The resultant station, which Delfs describes as “aesthetically pleas-
ing,”" will celebrate its grand opening Thursday. Delfs said the station’s
figefighters are looking forward to the event.

“They're loving it,”" Delfs said, “especially after living in a rickety
trailer that was falling apart. When you're sharing your house with 12
to 16 people, that doesn’t hold up too well.”

The firefighters have lived in temporary housing since construction
started last March. The $1 million facility was finished Jan. 29.

The grand opening begins at 10 am. City Councilwoman Shirley
Scott will be the keynote speaker.
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CITY OF TUCSON FIRE STATIONS
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Courtesy http:// www. t uccrsevsnsd i .ngkd W/i frier_eS/t maf e roantsi/
station_19. ht ml

9700 East Esmond Loop Tucson,Az 85745
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