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COOLER FIRE - Overall view of fire at 1319 N. Main St.
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Side trip — A cement mixer tied up
traffic when it flipped onto its side at West Grant
Road and Interstate 10 yesterday afternoon, spilling
some cement in the process. The truck's driver,
walking in foreground, suffered minor cuts and
bruises but was not hospitalized, said Capt. Kevin

Alan Dorow, The Arizona Daily Star
Keeley, spokesman for the Tucson Fire Department.
It was not immediately known why the truck, which
was eastbound on Grant, turned over. The east-
bound lanes of Grant were routed up onto the
interstate for two hours until the cement mixer and
its spilled cement could be removed, said Keeley.
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Preschoolers
see through
firemen'’s eyes

Youngsters learned a little of
what it's like to be in firefighters’
shoes — and masks, and trucks
— yesterday during a fire-pre-
vention field trip to El Con Mall.
Kelly Angeley, above, peeks out
through a mask used for breath-
ing smoky or hazardous air, dem-
onstrated by Roger Lee, a Tucson
Fire Department paramedic. At
right, Kelly's schoolmates from
the Advanced Learning Center
Preschool, 7832 E. Wrightstown
Road, get a ride on a fire truck
driven by Gene Marcsisak.
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One of the guys — Deanna Lewis
jokes with her fellow Tucson Fire Department

cl es but not

Joe Patronite, The Arizona Daily Star
Academy graduates. Lewis is Tucson’s first
woman firefighter.
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Firefighters worked to put out an apartment blaze last night that seriously injured one person and routed three families

Man is critically hurt in fire at condemned South Side home

A 24-year-old man was listed in
critical condition at St. Mary’s Hos-
pital today after he and several
families in three adjoining apart-
ments were surprised by a fire as
they slept in a condemned South
Side residence last night.

William Davis was reportedly
sleeping in a tent to the north of the
building on East 27th Street when
the building and a pile of personal
possessions of the tenants caught
fire, said neighbor William Bell.

Bell, who said he helped other
neighbors to evacuate the infants

and other children living in the
apartments, said the tent was also
consumed by flames.

“It happened so suddenly. It all
went up at once,” Bell said.

Capt. Kevin Keeley, spokesman
for the Fire Department, said the
cause and origin of the blaze had

tense heat.

brought the fire under control in
about five minutes.

The apartment on the west side
of the structure suffered most of
the damage, but Keeley said the
adjoining apartments and another
nearby building were in danger
during the fire because of the in-
A mattress in _one

trailer ignited because of the
nearby flames, Keeley said.

Joseph Privitera, of East 27th
Street, said the building had been
condemned and the utilities turned
off several months ago, but the
families had continued to live
there.

not been determined last night.

Keeley said at least seven peo- |
ple, including five children between
I and 12 years old, were safely
evacuated from the apartments,
adding that the 17 firefighters who
arrived at the scene at 10:12 p.m.
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Apartment fire hurts 1, leaves 6 homeless

A downtown fire in an apartment house
left one woman injured and at least six peo-
ple homeless last night.

The Tucson Fire Department answered
a call to White’'s Rooming House, 419 S.
Fourth Avenue, at about 8:58 p.m., according
to Fire Department Capt. Duane Stutz.

Five units and 15 firefighters were
called out on the fire, as well as five Tucson
Police Department units, and two paramedic
units.

Stutz said firemen had the fire under
control in 23 minutes.

The fire is believed to have started in the
north, front apartment. Stutz said that the

Blaze
damages
apartment

A fire at a downtown
apartment building last
night left one woman
with a mild case of
smoke inhalation and
eight other tenants tem-
porarily homeless, fire
officials said.

The woman, identi-
fied only as Patricia or
“Trish,” 26, was treated
at St. Mary's Hospital
and released. Apart
ment number one of 14
units in the 400 block of
South Fifth Avenue
began burning at about 9
p.m., fire officials said

The biaze spread to
the attic before 15 fire-
fighters could contain it
in about 23 minutes, offi
cials said. They said the
apartment was gutted

All 14 units were
rented, but only 8 ten-
ants were home at the
time and all were evacu-
ated, officials said
They said the Red Cross
would provide tem-
porary shelter

The cause of the fire
was still under investi-
gation last night, al-
though one tenant com-
plained of exposed wires
and other alleged fire
hazards in the dwelling

The fire began in an
apartment rented by
Jeff Hyre, 23. Hyre said
he stepped out of the
apartment for a few
minutes and discovered
the fire when he re-
turned

cause of the fire had not yet been deter-
mined.

Early estimates put the fire’s damage at
$15,000 to $20,000.

Jeff Hynes, 23, the resident of the apart-
ment where the fire is believed to have
started, said he stepped out of the apartment
‘‘for about 20 minutes. When I came back, the
place was in flames.”

Hynes added that the apartments were
“an accident waiting for a place to hap-

pen.”
Frank Giberson, 35, another tenant, said

he wanted to go to the city to complain about
the building.

Stutz said firemen found no evidence to
support any violations of building codes.

The building is owned by Richard White,
according to the apartment’s manager,
Orval Roberts. White is currently out of
town.

Roberts said that 10 people lived at the
boarding house, which has 14 rooms.

The Red Cross had reportedly made ar-
rangements for victims of last night’s fire.

The woman, identified only as Patricia,
was taken to St. Mary's Hospital, where she
refused treatment, and left before doctors
could examine her.
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Tucson firefighters
heat up their skills

To keep sharp in any job,
workers need some type of
continuing education, and
the people who work for the
Tucson Fire Department
are no exception.

Whenever the fire depart-
ment can get its hands on an
abandoned building about to
be torn down, the structure
is put to good use, keeping

Even during practice sessions, the fire fighting business

gets kind of mess;

especially when balky hoses won't hook

up properly (above). But some observers, such as a Ger-
man shepherd named Gretcha, don’t mind the cooling
spray. And after the practice is over, it's time for the guys
to pose for a final souvenir video shot (right) as the
building burns to the ground.

itizen photos by Bruce Chambers

fire-quelling skills up to
date.

The départment's com-
mand officers join in such
exercises, looking for the
best ways to direct fire-
Iighlers% the attack.

Last week, an abandoned
building on East Presidio
Road was set afire to give
several groups of fire-
fighters some practice

Scrap lumber, an old
Christmas tree and other
old material v used to
fuel the bla nd put
out three different times.

Capt. Richard Evans, the
department’s training offi-
cer, captured the entire ex-
ercise on videotape (below)
S0 it can later be evaluated
and shown to other fire-
men.
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Hit-run car kills man
near Freeway Airport

A Tucson man was struck and
killed near Freeway Airport yester-
day by a car that fled the scene, Tuc-
son police said.

George R. Belisle, 45, of the 500
block of West Simmons Road, was
pronounced dead at the scene by par-
amedics.

Police said Belisle had just fol-
lowed his girlfriend out of the Bullpen
Lounge, at the intersection of North
Romero and West Roger roads, at
about 8 p.m. after the two had had an
argument.

ventilation, fire

Carbon-monoxide poisonings from
|unvented portable heaters have
caused one death in Tucson in the last
month, and fire officials are warning
users of these devices to take precau-
tions before installing them.

A man in his 20s was found dead in
his North Side apartment from car-
bon-monoxide poisoning. In another
case, an elderly Southwest Side
woman spent several days in the hos-
| pital for treatment of poisoning, said
| fire officials.

| The problem, they said, is failure

| to check old heaters for proper venti-
lation or to ventilate newly installed
heateers.

| The culprits usually are portable
space heaters that are attached
directly to natural gas outlets, but
Fire Capt. Duane Stutz said kerosene
heaters are equally dangerous if not

As she drove away, police said, Be-
lisle grabbed for the car and fell into
the roadway, where he was struck by
what might have been a yellow or
brown Chevrolet Nova traveling
south. Police said the intersection is
dark.

Initial police reports broadcast on
radio and television said the hit-and-
run vehicle was a white pickup truck
with a camper. But police later cor-
rected that, saying the truck was
driven by a witness who stopped at

the scene.

Portable heaters need proper

officials warn

ventilated.

Stutz said a city code adopted as
many as 20 years ago makes unventi-
lated heaters illegal in residences, but
that their users often don’t heed wam-
ings.

“We inspect their homes and tell

.them these things are a hazard to their

health and are illegal, but they pro-
crastinate and won’t (repair them).”

He said Tucson’s cold winter so far
makes the danger even greater. He
also said he does not believe that kero-
sene heaters offer much in the way of
savings when coupled with regular
gas bills from other appliances.

Symptoms of carbon-monoxide poi-
soning include headaches, nausea,
drowsiness, breathing problems and
skin redness. The gas causes a restric-
tion of red blood cells’ ability to ab-
sorb oxygen, Stutz said.




