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Subject: Kudos to Katand Tabaj
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Kathieen Hancock and Jeremiah Tabaj recently traveiled to Seattie for the 2010 Scott
Firefighter Staircimb event to raise money for leukemia and lymphoma. Kat cimbed 69
stores in 23:30, ranking 38 out of 117 women and 785 out of 1294 that attempted the
cAimbd. Jeremiah Tabaj ranked 328 out of 1294 with a time of 18:13. Way to go Kat &
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Firefighting runs in families
by Ryn Gargulinski on Jun 21, 2008, under Local, Special
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Tucsonans proud to follow dads’, grandads’ paths
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Tucson Fire Department recruits and their fire-training captain, battle the Dragon, with its large flames fed by natural
gas

Matthew Trujillo, 23, made 1t into the Tucson Fire Department by the seat of his
industrial, flame-proof pants.

Not because he 1sn’t up to the task, said his uncle Richard Trujillo, but because the last 12
recruits who entered the academy this time around nearly got shut out of a job because of
budget cuts.

Instead, Trujillo, and the other 11 last-to-enroll recruits, joined a total of 34 men and one
woman at Friday’s graduation at the Tucson Convention Center, 260 S. Church Ave.

Hundreds of folks were on hand to cheer for the new firefighters, with signs, noisemakers
and standing ovations.

Special honors went to Jeremiah Tabaj, who was chosen by secret ballot by his peers as
the class’s outstanding recruit, also known as the “Super Boot.”

“It will make you stronger or break you,” he said of the 22 weeks of heavy-duty training
the recruits endured. “Every day you found yourself being pushed far beyond your
capacity. To say it was life-changing 1s truly an understatement.”

The graduation celebration was large, long and most likely the only one for 2008, said
emcee Deputy Chief Laura Baker.

“This will be the last graduation before Chief Dan Newburm and Assistant Chief Gerald
Bates retire at the end of the year,” she said.
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Also retiring — and honored — was Fire Department secretary Diane Lewis for her 28 years
of service and her help with 25 recruiting classes.

“A lot of people are retiring,” said Theresa Pope, who was with her family at the
graduation to support her husband, training Capt. Dave Pope. “It could become dangerous
if they don’t replace them. They need to fill the positions.™

Finding people who want the jobs is not the problem. Her son Colton Pope, 17, said he 1s
definitely going to follow in his father’s footsteps.

“It’s a great opportunity, a very secure job,” Pope said. “From the stories my father tells
me, you experience all different kinds of situations and meet different kinds of people.”

Another graduate, Andrew Grimes, is a third-generation firefighter. His father, Capt
James Grimes, 1s a 23-year veteran. His grandfather, Assistant Chief Wesley Grimes,
retired 1in 1988.

Matthew Trujillo’s family, too, knows the joy of firefighting

His father, Andy Trujillo, 1s a captain with 26 years in the department. Other family
members work for Tucson and Rural Metro fire crews.

His uncle Richard Trujillo also wanted to follow that path, but said he was shut out of a
job
He tried out at a time when the department began hiring women, he said, and there were

fewer openings for men.

He followed the family’s other path — into the grocery business. “My grandfather was a
door-to-door milkman,” he said of his grandfather, who went on to own a downtown
Tucson grocery that has since been sold.

“Firefighters are a really family-oriented group,” he said. “They stand for brotherhood and
camaraderie.”

Colton Pope wants to join that brotherhood and said if Tucson 1sn’t hiring firefighters
when he’s ready within the next two years, he’ll go to college and wait out a hiring freeze.

“T"d rather wait four years than go someplace else,” he said
His little brother, Chase Pope, 7, has a lot of time before he has to worry if a hiring freeze
will affect his firefighting career decision. But he also has a backup plan once he gets out

of high school

“I'm going to be a football player first,” he said. “Then a firefighter.”

Family and friends watch the recruits on the aenal ladder
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Three recruits attach themselves
to an aerial ladder that rises over
100 feet in the air.




Jeremi ah J.
December 13,0 2016, GTFF

Paramedic Billy Eyrich, Jr. & Jeremiah Tabaj
Medal of Val or

Tucson Fire Department
Like This Page - M

Medal of Valor
Paramedic Billy Eyrich and FF Jeremiah Tabaj
Q@ Tucson Fire Department
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DB #501

From: Joe Gulotta, Interim Fire Chief
Subject: Promotion — Jeremiah Tabaj

| am proud to announce the following promotion to the rank of Paramedic effective September
16, 2018.

Jeremiah Tabaj

Congratulations on this great achievement.

A-shift Initials Date
B-shift Initials Date
C-shift Initials End of DBs 09/06/18 (LMB)
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Bottom Row - L-R

Captain Ted Smith, Paramedic Molly Uberagua, Gary Bradshaw, Kirby Comaduran, David Velador, Todd
Sasiadek, Casey Tribolet, Jim Hinrichs, Barrett Baker, Kris Blume, Ryan Matter, Steve Vargas, Bryan
Barrett, Jason Tackett, Aaron Leonard, Brian Anspach, Deputy Chief Al Moritz

Middle Row - L-R

Engineer James Kearney, Paramedic Sharon Hollingsworth, Raul Carrasco, Mark Maibauer, James McKay,
Clint Moss, Hazen Dayrell-Stulen, Traci Eager, Craig Westphal, Todd Davis, Tim Lewis, Greg Kisiel, Scott
Jefferson, Will Motto, Shannon Potter, Scott Fleck, Captain Ron Lopez, Diane Lewis

Back Row - L-R

Captain Doug Seeger, Captain Dan Burke, Steve Huber, Charles Dent, Mike Bonomo, Jon North, Lili
Pesquiera, Dan Wallace, Hasan Dilic, Dan Coleman, Mike Romero, Travis Elam, Josh Houseman, Nathan
Elam, Dan Heffelfinger, Captain Jim Critchley, Captain Rick Raimondi
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