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Bell Tower and Bell 

Time line by Al Ring (2013), based on following information collected. 

 

1881-located at Church PlazaðSan Augustine Plaza 

November 1881ðBell-purchased for ($459.00, $462,00, $563.00, several prices mentioned) from Boston 

 Massachusetts and weighed 1,477 pounds. 

Mid November 1881, Foundation timbers of the tower places in position, cost of construction of tower, 

 $1,044.00. 

Late November 1881 fire bell swung into position in new Bell Tower. 

 Served as TFD Volunteer Fire Department Headquarters and for the Bell which was the fire alarm. 

 Served as City Hall, recorders office,  polling place, contained Council Chambers, city court. 

December 14, 1881, Bell tested for first time. 

August 18, 1883 Bell moved to 111 N. Church Avenue fire station in new tower. 

1886  Second floor of the Tower became the 2nd home of Tucson Telephone Exchange. 

1888 Telephone Office.  2 employees. 

1896 Sunset Telephone Company (was the Tucson Telephone Exchange) moved on the second floor of the 

 Radulovich Building. 

1900 About this time Judge J. D. Satterwhite bought the tower as a playhouse for his children and move it to 

 463 Granada Street, also referred to as 450 N. Main street by some. 

 While at this property, the tower served as a playhouse, residence, county highway office, garage, 

 county agentôs office and finally a three unit rental. 

1906 Mr. P. R. Rider bought the 463 Granada property from the Satterwhite family. 

1909 Bell moved to new fire station at 142 South Sixth Avenue. 

1915 City of Tucson built the transformer on the site of the Bell tower in Church Plaza. 

July 29, 1929, Fire in Bell Tower, not much damage. 

May 11, 1934, The old Bell Tower burned to the ground. 

December 11, 1939,  Bell moved to the Arizona Pioneers Historical Society. 

March 1981 Tucson Fire department and City borrowed the fire bell back from the Arizona Historical Society. 

June 20, 1983 Ownership and possession returned to the City and Tucson Fire Department from Arizona  

 Historical Society.  (City believes ownership never changed from them.) 

2009 Bell installed at new Central station at 300 South Fire Central Place. 
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Courtesy William F. Greer, TFD History (Notes)  ñFirst One Hundred Yearsò: 
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Courtesy, Journal of Arizona History, Summer 1998, What The Bishop LearnedðThe Importance of 
Claiming Space at Tucsonôs Church Plaza, by Abigail A. Van Slyck: 
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