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To those interested in the history of the Lowell & Upper Lowell Fire Depart-

ments. We have put together all the information that we have.  If you have ad-

ditional information, articles, photos, etc. we would be very interested in add-

ing them to this collection. Please contact Al Ring, ringal@comcast.net to 

make arrangements.  We do not have to keep any of the items.  We scan copies  

and return or you can scan them of copy them and mail or e-mail them.  

Make it easy on yourself. 

 

Note:—We were unable to find any “records” of the departments.  Most of 

the information we found are from newspaper articles as marked.  When it 

comes to the “Honor Roll”,” again no records, names just pulled from the 

various articles.  We do not pretend to have all the members. 

 

A September 15, 1958 article of the Bisbee Daily Review, makes reference to 

the existence of a “Secretary’s Book” that was keep when LVFD moved to its 

Fire Station in the Lowell Circle.   It also states photos and other material 

were destroyed.  If anyone has information on this “Book” it sure would be 

helpful. 

 

A special thanks to the Arizona Historical Society, library for the supply of 

newspapers, mainly the Bisbee Daily Review, where much of this information 

came form.  We were able to use the internet from the early days up to 1922, 

after that is the AHS collection that was most useful. 

 

September 10, 1959 the City of Bisbee annexed a large area around Bisbee.  

This took in the Lowell and Warren Fire Departments which became part of 

the Bisbee Fire Departments.  For more information after 1959 follow the 

Bisbee Fire Department. 

 

 



 

 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

 

NOTE—It was very hard to distinguish between the two departments.  So we have combined them, in-
cluding the Honor Roll.  Bothe departments seemed to fade in an out in the early days, no clear dates. 

 

BEFORE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

1900, First businesses, two saloons and a livery stable. 

1902, March 6, Frightful wreck, Trains crash together at Lowell 

1904, Plans were laid out for Lowell 

1904, November 15, Fire at E. S. Wilson’s house. 

1905, February 18, Lowell man severely burned while throwing stove from house after gasoline explosion. 

1905, April 29, LOWELL TO HAVE FIRE COMPANIES, Companies to organize on Monday.  Meeting to be 
at Bisbee Lumber Company. 

1905, July 11, Fire Protection wanted at Lowell.  

1905, July 21, Want protection without delay. 

1905, August 31, Two injured in fire fight, one sustains broken leg and other burned hands at Lowell.  BFD 
responded. 

1905, September 3, Fire protection is the pressing need. 

1905, September 26, Fire at Lowell in business center, open gasoline lamp connection in Wiles’ barber shop 
the cause. 

1905, September 28, Business men subscribe $900 for hose and street cleaning work. For fire protection Low-
ell business men have secured arrangements with the Bisbee Water Co.  They also have decided to purchase 
1,000 feet of 2 ½ inch hose, which can be hitched onto fire plugs.  Hopefully BFD will continue to help, no 
chemical engine will be purchased at this time. 

1905, October, 13, Fire protection talk at Lowell.  New plan for securing same is likely of adoption soon. 

1905, November 17, Fire in Hotel causes panic. 

1905, November 21, E. B. Mason gets if for his properties at Lowell—A force of men completed building of a 
four inch fire main line form a tank erected on the hill at the Lowell mine to the E. B. Mason hotel. 

1906, Copper Queen Mining Company prepared 90 lots in Upper Lowell for miners and management staff 

1906, January 17, Incorporation for town of Lowell, citizens of suburb circulate petition with that end in view. 

1906, February 3, Incorporation for Lowell to the front, new petition is put in circulation--to go before super-
visors. 

1906, March 3, Fire at Lowell at the Junction saloon.1906, March 16, Lowell journal burned, whole street 
come near being swept away by fire. E. B. Mason hose was used along with a bucket brigade, BFD was can-
celed after being notified. 

1906, May 16, Fire protection for Upper Lowell result of organization. The Copper Queen lends co-operation, 
company donates ground rent and will install water service at cost to be paid for at residents’ convenience. 

AFTER FIRE DEPARTMENT FORMED: 

1906, June 13, UPPER LOWELL  to have hose companies.  Two companies, three carts and hose to form effi-
cient equipment.  George Long has been chosen Chief and W. S. Stewart as his assistant chief, Hose carts al-
ready on the ground equipped with 250 feet of 2 inch hose. 

1906, June 18, Lowell firemen dance, the volunteer fire department of Lowell has arranged a dance. 

1906, August 30, Lowell Fire Department was to hold their regular monthly meeting. 



 

 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

 

1906, September 7, Meeting of Lowell Volunteer fire company met, Fire chief King stated he expected to 
hand in his resignation at the next meeting. 

1906, November 3, Fire breaks out east of Lowell, a row of houses.  The fire department and a bucket brigade 
and a garden hose stopped the fire. 

1907, January 4, Denn Mine exploded. 

1907, March 14, Upper Lowell Department fights fire and wins, entire population of suburb gets into action 
and brings blaze under control. 

1907, March 16, Enthusiastic meeting is held. Lowell Fire Department-- Mark P. John, presided, O. P. Gary 
elected chief, Gregg W. Summers secretary, 12 new members 

1907, May 21, Peculiar fire breaks out in Lowell, Lee home is destroyed. 

1907, May 26, Mysterious fire destroyed a grocery, despite efforts of both Lowell and Bisbee fire depart-
ments. 

1907, June 3, Fire makes 100 families homeless. Chihuahua Hill homes burn like tinder boxes.  Lowell & Up-
per Departments fought the fire. 

1907, November 26, Lamp Explodes, Upper Lowell department saved the house. 

1907, December 6, Gas company plant visited by fire, blazing oil terrifies residents of neighborhood in John-
son Addition.  The Lowell departments responded. 

1908, Sanborn map—Lowell—water for fire protection from Bisbee Naco water cop’s.  System press about 80 
lbs.  4 21/2” hyd.   NO ORGANIZED FIRE DEPARTMENT 

1908, Sanborn Map—Upper Lowell, Water system for fire protection supplied from 50000 gal S tank at Low-
ell mine.  Pressure over 100 lbs at highest portion of town  2 hose carts with 200’ 2 ½” hose each have been 
purchased.  Hydrants as shown. 

1908, January 9, Escapes destruction, the chapel of the Lowell congregation. 

1908, January 15, Department Invited—The Lowell fire department has received an invitation by the BFD for 
a smoker.     Fire Department meeting, of the Lowell Fire Department at the office of Judge R. S. Grier. 

1908, February 2, Fire Meeting—The Lowell fire department held a meeting this evening at which time the 
department was REORGANIZED.  The old officers were elected being Mark P. Jones president; Gregg Sum-
mers secretary, and O. P. Gray, Chief.  A committee composed of W. Y. White, Walter Hubbard and Blondy 
Davidson was appointed to make a report on better system for water supply for fire fighting. 

1908,  February 7, Special Meeting, A special meeting of the Lowell fire department Friday night.  Upper 
Lowell fire department will hold an important meeting on Saturday. 

1908, February 15, Lowell fire department has advertised a benefit dance to be held at the Upper Lowell club 
house.         COMPETING DANCES-- 

1908, March 19, The dance given by the Upper Lowell fire department las night was a success. 

1908, March 31, The Upper Lowell fire department has arranged to give a smoker April 12.  An invitation has 
been given to the BFD and Lowell fire department. 

1908, April 14, Upper Lowell fire boys entertain, Bisbee and Lowell Fire Departments tendered a smoker. 

1908, April 15, A blaze at Lowell; small house burns in Johnson Addition, a volunteer bucket brigade worked 
the fire with assistance from BFD. 

1908, April 16, Johnson Addition fire protection, movement toward the organization of a volunteer fire depart-
ment. 

1908,June 6,  Sending strong team down to Douglas. Warren BFD and Upper Lowell attended. 

 



 

 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

1908, June 20, The Upper Lowell racing team due to practice at Warren. 

1908, June 25, Upper Lowell hose team breaks a record.  Members, Captain Jack Benson, Spike S. Sorsby, 
first swing H. H. Fricke & Jimmy Hanley.  Second swing Jim Donohue & Arden Livingston; third swing C. P. 
Hawkins, C. C. Mattice and Henry Warren.  Tillermen Frank Thomson & C. Shipley; nozzleman Stewart 
Grant and hydrant \men, Malcom Fraser and Jack McClelland. 

1908, August 4, Bisbee, Warren and Lowell firemen—Great smoker by Firemen Sunday night.  J. E. Parker 
Assistant Chief of Upper Lowell was in a toast. 

1909, January 19, Five houses destroyed by Lowell Fire, flames in Johnson addition do abut $7,000 damage, 
BFD responded.  Not sure if any Lowell departments responded. 

1909, January 23, Fire easily put out in the dwelling house of Jack ward in Upper Lowell, sail Chief R. E. 
Coler of the Upper Lowell department. 

!909, February 5, The Upper Lowell fire department is making elaborate preparations for a St. Valentine 
dance. 

1909, April 25, Warehouse of the C.Q. Co. destroyed, Building and contents valued at $15,000 goes up in 
smoke in Lowell. 

1909, May 26, Johnsonites want better protection- 

1909, September 21, Boarding House destroyed by fire, firemen from BFD and Upper Lowell responded. 

1909, October 13, Upper Lowell fire department will give their annual ball using the club hose for the pur-
pose. 

October 21, 1909, I Lowell a wagon burns and attracts big crowd. 

November 30, 1909, Department honors retiring firemen of BFD, Members of the departments from Bisbee 
Warren & Lowell.  Jack Benson of Lowell attended. 

1910, May 11, Firemen are after territorial race, Lowell among them. 

1910, July 13, Small fire extinguished in Upper Lowell. 

1910, July 22, total loss by fire at the house of Charles Newholm in Lowell. 

1910, August 4, Funeral of J. C. McEwen, member of the Lowell department. 

1910, October, 7, Plot scented by officers in explosion, cook stove at Lowell boarding house was  blown up 
and woman narrowly escapes death. 

1910, December 13, Dace to be given by the Upper Lowell fire department. 

1911, February 10, Fire destroys day building, loss $2,000, origin of dangerous blaze in Upper Lowell is not 
known. ULFD responded. 

1911,  June 4, Two houses were burned at Lowell on Saturday night. 

1911, October 13, The seventh anniversary of the organization of the Upper Lowell Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment will be celebrated October 19, 1912.   THIS WOULD BE ORGANISED IN 1905. 

1911, October 13, Upper Lowell Volunteer Fire Department to give dance. 

1912, February 1, Five houses burn in fire at Lowell, unoccupied dwellings in Johnson Addition are destroyed. 
Nothing indicated who fought the fire, if anyone. 

1912, March 6, Fire at Lowell in a two story frame cottage and several volunteers and employees of the gas 
plant extinguished the fire using the hose of the gas plant. 

1912, October 12, Annual ball of the Upper Lowell volunteer Fire Department will be held Saturday evening 

1912, November 12, He sits on gasoline; is now in hospital, man who used can of oil as seat will remain at 
C.Q. institution, volunteer fire department of Lowell was called to aid several neighbors. 

 



 

 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

1912, November 14, New Fire House-Now that the volunteer fire department of Lowell has a brand-new shed 
to house their fire fighting implements, Chief Mark P. John promises that improvements will not end there.  
The whole company is to be RE-ORGANIZED, and hold drills, and a new apparatus is on the way, new hose 
has arrived. 

1913, March 12, Fire at Lowell, -- The Lowell Volunteer Fire Department responded to a call at the home of 
James Brogar of Upper Lowell which was totally destroyed by fire. 

1913, May 29, Lowell blaze was dangerous. Quick work of volunteers prevented spread from Mason Corral—
FRED RITTER OF THE LOWELL CLUB STATED LAS NIGHT THAT STEPS WOULD BE TAKEN AT 
ONCE TO ORGANIZE AND EQUIP A FIRST CLASS FIRE DEPARTMENT.  1913, October 29, Fire de-
stroys three houses, bad blaze originates from vacant place on Johnson Addition. Lowell volunteer fire depart-
ment responded. 

1914, January 31, Small; Lowell fire. 

1914, February 19, FIRE DISTRICT FOR LOWELL, Petitions will be out at an early date asking the supervi-
sors to make a new fire district there. The new district will include Johnson Addition.  In Lowell proper, it is 
proposed that a chemical apparatus be installed and large and more complete equipment be put in. 

1914, February 26, Upper Lowell has morning blaze. Upper Lowell volunteer fire department fought the 
blaze. 

1914, April 3, LOWELL GOING AFTER A FIRE DEPARTMENT, petitions signed by many property own-
ers are to be presented.   

1914, April 23, BFD responded Above seventy families homeless, with 54 houses and contents destroyed, the 
result terror striking conflagration. “THE LACK OF A FIRE DEPARTMENT IN LOWELL BROUGHT THE 
SEVEREST CRITICISM YESTERDAY UPON THE SUPERVISORS.”   

1914, April 25, Better lock the stable late than never; fire talk—THE LACK OF A FIRE DEPARTMENT AT 
LOWELL WITH WHICH TO COMBAT THE JOHNSON ADDITION FIRE ON WEDNESDAY HAS -- 

1914, May 20, LOWELL ORGANIZES VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY WHICH WILL BE IN OPERA-
TION AT ANEARLY DATE; DISTRICT IS HARD ONE TO PATROL—George Davidson was chairman of 
the meeting, Deputy sheriff W. J. Graham Chief, Fred S. Fenderson secretary, Harry Jennings elected also. 
Members, Thomas Fitzsimons, Fred W. Ritter, John Gerdes, John Runko, J. H. Hodges, W. S. Brakerfield, O. 
J. Nelson, George Rockhill, R. J. Mallory, Mark P. John, W. H. Long, R. J. Huddleston, C. F. Hawkins, Chris 
T. Robintadt, J. J. Dugal, Chas F. Duchu, C. E. Cummins, Roger Kennedy, John M. Johnson, Sandy T. Moss, 
Andrew Johnson and George L. Davidson. 

1914, July 28, Money goes gladly in checks for fire protection service—Lowell and Johnson Addition are 
spending money for fire protection.  

1914, August 9, Chief W. J. Graham, of Lowell Fire Department returned from Douglas from inspecting fire 
apparatus. 

1914, October 2, FIRE TRUCK AT LOWELL--Chief Billy Graham of Lowell Fire Department just complet-
ed the new auto fire truck for Lowell.  Using a Willy’s Utility truck as a base, he erected on it a combination 
fire wagon, fully equipped with ladders, hose and other paraphernalia.   

1914, November 6, The annual benefit danced of the Upper Lowell fire department will occur Saturday. 

1914, November 26, Prompt action on the part of the Upper Lowell volunteer firemen saved Jiggerville and a 
large part of Upper Lowell. 

1914, December 10, Discrimination is claimed by district in insurance rates—“Within the past few months 
another fire department, with a full equipment, has been added to Bisbee District, A fire department has been 
installed in Lowell.” 

1915, Lowell boasted 5000 citizens 

1915, February 2, Incendiary is at work in District—Two fires in Johnson Addition. 

1915, February, March, April & May,  Upper Lowell fire department holds it regular dance. 



 

 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

1915, June, July, Upper Lowell fire department holds it regular dance. 

1915, June 22, Fire Department for Lowell will be again decided on August 10, after more than a year of en-
deavor the ELECTION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A LOWELL DEPARTMENT has been set. 

1915, July 15, Lowell election for big fire district has wide interest 

1915, July 20, NOTICE OF ELECTION, FOR A VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY IN SAID TOWN OF 
LOWELL. 

1915, August 10, Fire District for Lowell is question before the voters. 

!915, August 11, LOWELL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT ASSURED AS RESULT OF YESTER-
DAY’S ELECTION. 

1915, November 20, Fire destroys south side of Lowell’s Main Street in record time, $60,000.  (It appears 
there was no Lowell department, some hose was used from the hose shed, but volunteers from C & A Compa-
ny the Copper Queen Company and Bisbee Fire Department fought the fire.  The fire was believed to have 
been incendiary. 

1915, November 25, Upper Lowell fire department will give their regular popular Saturday dance. 

1915, December 3 & 4, Fire in Lowell Mine shaft. 

1916, February 6, Lowell Volunteer Firemen-is circulating a petition to secure funds for the purpose of con-
creting the floor of the fire house and to purchase extra nozzles.  It is expected that the fire truck and equip-
ment will be installed during the present week. 

1916, April 4, & 5, Foster Building is badly damaged, Expressions of thanks for Lowell and Bisbee Fire De-
partments. 

1916, May 30, Woman lost, Man hurt in fire at Lowell. Four story central block and Edwards Cottage are 
swept away in mysterious fire--Both Bisbee and Lowell fire departments fought the fire. 

1916, July 4, Dance by the Lowell Fire Department will attended.  Lowell Fire Department in the July 4 pa-
rade. 

1916, November & December, Upper Lowell Volunteer fire department held dances. 

1917, May 29, Fire destroys Lowell bakery, Bisbee and Lowell fire departments fought the fire. 

1917, June 17, Lowell just Lowell, not a city or town—“It has its fire fighting equipment and its volunteer fire 
department.” 

1918, February 24, South Bisbee burns two buildings, Bisbee and Lowell fire departments fought the fire. 

1918, October 31, Fire damage to supplies quite heavy yesterday, at the Copper Queen.  Bisbee and Lowell 
fire departments fought the fire. 

1918, December 13, Hard work saves Cole shaft from fire disaster—Lowell fire department was thanked for 
prompt response and excellent work, 

1919, January 8, Hose House gives Johnson Addition fire protection says Chief F. W. Ritter of LVFD. 

1919, January 31, Flames completely destroy Central Theater in Lowell—Building and contents are entirely 
lost.  Lowell and Bisbee fire departments responded. 

1919, April 4, Lowell residence destroyed by fire, LVFD responded. 

1919, June 7, “Yesterday they announced that the fire house, now standing in front of the Lohman & Wright 
service station will be removed to make a parking place for the Jitneys.” 

1919, June 19, New apparatus for Lowell fire department planned in budget.  Sam Vukovich was elected 
Chief, replacing Fred Ritter who is leaving Lowell. 

1919, July 16, The Chill Kitchen burned down yesterday. 

1920, Lowell boasted 6ooo citizens 



 

 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

1920, January 1, Fire damages Warren office of Calumet Co, Bisbee, Warren and Lowell departments re-
sponded.  

1920, January 20, Lowell Organizes Fire Department and buys machine. “FOR THE BETTER FIRE PRO-
TECTION OF LOWELL THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN REGORGANIZED AND A NEW FIRE 
TURCK HAS BEEN PURCHASED.  Sam Vukovich is the chief.—Members J. J. Ryan, first assistant chief, 
Pat Smith second assistant chief, J. M. Johnson, treasurer, B. F. Galusha, secretary, S. T. Moss, B. F. Moss, F. 
C. Bledsoe, Fred Fenderson, Tom McGuire, W. S. Grace, G. O. Branson, K. R. Winstead, J. J. Jones, Pete 
Bosio, J. H. Hynes Jr., W. J. Hynes, James McKeown, James T. Gentry, Tom Tate, W. C. Grubb, Tom Foster, 
H. H. Givens and Willis Bell. 

1920, February 8, Lowell Residence destroyed by fire. 

1920, May 4, Residences in Bakerville go up in flames, Bisbee and Lowell responded. 

1920 May 13, Choose Fire Chief, Jack Ryan was elected chief and Sam Vukovich truck driver.  PAID FIRE-
FIGHTERS. 

1920, May 15, Lowell lowers the fire risk, orders $10,000 truck and organizes department on pad basis.  # 
paid men, volunteer Chief, and 24 members.  Ordering new American LaFrance pumper, 500 feet of hose, 
seven helmet’s, shut-off nozzle and 24 badges.  A fire alarm system will be arranged.  Directors of the depart-
ment are S. T. Moss, Frank Galusha, J. M. Johnson and Fred Fenderson, all have been or are firefighters. 

1920, May 26, Lowell gets new Fire Equipment.  The American LaFrance fire engine arrived yesterday.  Low-
ell will cover Lowell, Upper Lowell, Jiggerville  and Johnson Addition. 

1920, June 6, Lowell Fire Truck put in commission.  Three paid men, Sam Vukovich first assistant chief and 
truck drive James McKeown and Luther George. 

1920, July 7, Fire destroys three houses in Bakerville, Property burns while fire departments differ as to re-
sponsibility, Warren & Lowell departments. 

1920, August 5, Ryan Fire chief. 

1920, August 8, Fire destroys residence in South Bisbee, Lowell No. 1 responded.   

1920, October, Upper Lowell fire department holds dance. 

1920, October 12, $750,000 fire razes Lowell, Bisbee suburb. Blaze devours North side of Main Street. 

1920, October 24, REORGANIZATION of Lowell fire squad final completed.  Jack Ryan resigned as chief, 
Frank Galusha is the new Chief, Jimmy McCune takes Sam Vukasovich place as a paid fireman.   

1920, November 2, Fire destroys 3-room house in Winwood Add, Lowell department responded. 

1920, December 30, Arrest Lowell man on arson warrant, Fire Chief charges blaze in garage started by alarm 
clock fire machine. 

1921, January 25, Fire destroys four houses at Cochise, Warren and Lowell departments responded. 

1921, February 6, Flames destroy three houses in Lowell, BFD also responded. 

1921, February 16, Greater co-operation between fire departments of district proposed at Council Meeting. 

1921, March 13, Jiggerville house partially burned. 

1921, April 28, Fire in a boiler room of the Ice Plant at Lowell. 

1921, May 18, House burns Upper Lowell responded 

1921, May 24, Jiggerville home is destroyed by fire early in morning. Upper Lowell & Lowell departments 
responded. 

1921, July 9 Fire destroys three houses in Bakerville.  Lowell & Warren departments fought the fire. 

1921, July 19, Winwood Addition houses destroyed by fire yesterday, Lowell department fought the blaze. 

1921, July 27, Fire last night in the Dobson building, Lowell handled. 



 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

1921, August 24, New fire fighting system is ordered by mining company, --the system will also be connected 
with the central fire station (Bisbee) of and also at the Lowell fire station. 

1921, November 25, Car Catches Fire, Lowell responded. 

1921, December 24, Two die from injuries when train hits car. 

1922, February 23, Chicken coop burns in Jiggerville. 

1922, February 28, Two houses in Cochise burned, Warren & Lowell departments responded. 

1922, April 20, Fire loss in last 2 years unusually low-- The firefighting equipment of the district now consists 
of four triple-combination chemical and pumping trucks, one each in Lowell and Warren and two in Bisbee 
and on motor driven chemical truck, the property of the Copper Queen, that is stationed at the Lowell Shaft.  
The four combination trucks each have a pumping capacity of 250 gallons a minute. 

1922, May 24, 3 houses are threatened by mystery fire, Lowell and BFD responded. 

1922, June 8, Early morning blaze probed by officials. 

1922, June 9, Fire destroys Arizona Packing Plant, lack of water hinders three fire companies. 

1922, August 5, Fire destroys home, damages house nearby. 

1922, September 26, Observance of Fire Prevention Day is in hands of Committee. 

1922, October 8, Three houses razed by fire, Lowell responded. 

1922, November 9, One is injured when voting place is shaken by mystery blast in Lowell Fire House. 

1922, December 19, Keep Christmas, but keep it safe, says local fire chief on observance of Yuletide, Assis-
tant Chief McKeown. 

1922, December 20, Lowell Fire Department re-elected, B. F. Galusha Chief, William Ryan first assistant 
chief, James McKeown, second assistant chief,  Fred Fenderson, secretary, Howard Givens treasurer, G. O. 
Branson chairman, F. C. Bledsoe a director. 

1922, December 31, Flames sweep mission; bad blaze averted, Lowell and Bisbee companies get into action 
and keep damage to minimum. 

93, March 5, Fire Destroys house in Johnson Addition. 

1924, ,February 10, Fire destroys 3 buildings in don Luis, some Lowell firefighters responded but not the ap-
paratus because no hydrants were available. 

1924, February 21, Two Jiggerville houses burned to the ground, Copper Queen fire department responded, 
don’t believe Lowell did. 

1924, April 8, Interference with firemen at Blaze lands man in Jail. 

1924, July 4, Lowell firemen’s dance is success despite showers. 

1924, August 1, Fire is discovered on 1400-ft. level of Lowell shaft. 

1925, January 21, Lowell fire department is given boost by coast hose agent. 

1925, January 29, Fire damages home in Mason Addition day owners move inn, Lowell department respond-
ed. 

1925, February 25, 2 garages burned in Lowell fire, residence slightly damaged. 

1925, March 15, Annual dance of Lowell firemen to be held in April. 

1925, March 27, Boys prove good fire fighters in Frick Park blaze. 

1926, January 25, Youths destroy hose of fire department cited before Judge 

1926, March 14, Lowell Firemen’s Carnival show will arrive Monday. 

1926, March 25, New fire house plan for Lowell district approved by county. 

1926, May 15, Huge celebration in Warren Park, all departments participated. 

1926, June 27, Fire of undetermined origin destroys frame buildings in Johnson Addition, J. H. Wilson Lowell 
fireman was slightly injured. 

 



 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

1926, August 7, New home of Lowell Fire Department is near completion.   

1926, October 15, Fire Prevention parade to start at 2:30 o’clock. 

1926, November 19, Lowell firemen prevent burning of entire house. 

1927, March 20, Fire Prevention week slated here for early April. 

1927, May 14, Lowell fire department reported two runs during the month. 

1927, August 31, Fire fighters contest slated as “hot” event, Bisbee Boys and Warren-Lowell team snap fin-
gers at each others predictions. 

1927, September 6, Warren, Lowell firemen defeated in thrilling test. 

1927, October 14, Rotarians fail in fire alarm test at parley, Chief B. F. Galusha stumps members by asking 
for phone number of nearest station. 

1928, January 14, Lowell Man burns to death. 

1928, May 6, Bisbee district will be host to Firemen’s convention here for 3 day,--All departments participat-
ed. 

1928, June 16, Aged woman burns to Death in Lowell, Mrs., Anna Brown was trapped in large building swept 
by fire.  Fire located a few yards from Lowell fire Station. 

1928, June 26, Firecrackers cause death of four year old. 

1928, October 6, Fire Prevention week will open here on Monday. 

1928, November 10, Warren & Lowell fire departments sponsor carnival showing in district. 

1929, April, J. H. Wilson attended the Arizona State Firemen’s Association representing Lowell. 

1929, April, S. J. Connelly, Arthur McRae, Andrew Sinclair, Dan Culbert, S. J. Vasser, J. S. Bishop, Chas 
Mieyer, I. V. Pruitt   were 100& members of the Arizona State Firemen’s Association, for UPPER LOWELL. 

1929, June 26, Silver and Wilner, Lowell Drug occupy new stores. 

1929, July 19, New sub-station in Lowell, (electric) 

1930, February 5, Blaze extinguished without damage, Tate house on Tate Hill. 

1930, October 9, Fire-fighting method changed in past decade, by chief Powell of Lowell. 

1930, November 19, New School House at Lowell, Lowell High School. 

1931, June 2, Chief of Lowell Department is Ill, Chief James McKeown.  I think means Assistant Chief. 

1931, October 10, Fire insurance is safeguard says fireman—Chief Meade Powell of Lowell Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

1932, September 14, Committee to take charge of Bisbee’s annual fire prevention drive chosen, J. H. Wilson 
from LVFD. 

1933, February 21, $400 Damage caused by Saturday blaze, Lowell firemen responded. 

1933, Warren Fire Dept. hose department, team loses first event.  Members on Lowell team, V. F. Wojick, To-
ny Pecanic, Frank Pecanic, Louis Lutich, Frank Kasun, Eiver Lingol, Jimmie Dunbar 

1934, July 4, Phone call 577 if you live in Lowell. 

1934, July 15, Explosion I stove calls out firemen from Lowell. 

1934, September 21, Fire week plans to be discussed today. 

1935, July 20, Blast wrecks car of miner after threat. 

1935, September 6, Fire Prevention campaign land talked at meet.  B. F. Galusha Chief of Lowell there. 

1935, November 19, $1000 fire loss at Edison Plant, in Lowell. 

1935, December 10, Blaze damages former Lowell bank building, Bisbee, Lowell and Warren fire depart-
ments responded. 



 

 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

1936, May 31, Fire destroys Tate Building in Lowell. 

1936, October 6, Fire Prevention body is selected, Chief B. F. Galusha of Lowell. 

1937, November 20, Standard opens newest station. 

1938, Business Directory, Joseph H. Wilson, driver Lowell Fire department. 

1938, June 15, Lowell has first fire in fourteen months, according to Fire Chief Wilson 

1938, September 23, Phelps dodge store lost by fire, Lowell responded. 

1939, September 30, Fire Prevention program is outlined at meeting here. 

1940, August 15, Theater to stage fire drill here. 

1940, October, 1, Schools, civic organizations to participate in U. S. Fire Prevention program, Chief B. F. Ga-
lusha of Lowell involved. 

1940, December 28, Disastrous flames ravage F. W. Woolworth store; several firemen risk lives—Lowell Fire 
Department responded. 

1941, October 5, Fire Prevention week to get under way here today. 

1941, October 8, Fire drill held at Lowell gets aid of firemen. 

1941, December 20, Firemen meet to plan work in emergency, Chief B. F. Galusha attended. 

1942, February, Several articles on forming and training Auxiliary Firemen. 

1942, March, Several articles on Auxiliary firemen and first aid course. 

1942, April 18, Monday meeting at Lowell on handling bombs. 

1943, February 14, Lowell, Warren to organize for test blackout.  Chief Joe Wilson heads unit. 

1944, May 9, Firemen to see sound picture. 

1945, July 31, Fire loss light at Brophy garage, according to Chief B. F. Galusha of Lowell department. 

1945, November 23, Fire hits Lowell drug in morning, Bisbee assisted Lowell fire department. 

1946, January 3, Bledsoe Mauzy Motors announces expansion. 

1946, February 3, Lowell drug reopens with remodeled store boasting many improvements. Ford engine 
which replaces the 1920 American LaFrance,   Don Brisco is fire chief of the Lowell station, Frank Kasum 
secretary, Bert Watkins, treasurer, Quinn Hampston and Joe Wilson regular firemen; Bill McKeown’s extra 
fireman, McKeown’s brother James, who died in 1931 was on duty at the Lowell station when the 1920 catas-
trophe hit that community.  B. F. Galusha was the fire chief, recently resigned. 

1946, February 16, Phoenix company submits low bid for Lowell Traffic Circle. 

1946, April 6, New Fire Engine is still untried. 

1946, May 8, Naco building menaced by Fire, Bisbee and Lowell responded. 

1946, June 13, Lowell’s 1920 La France pumper has been pinch-hitting at Tombstone.  Veteran Fire engine 
back home at Lowell July 13, 1946 

1946, July 20, Fire razes home in South Bisbee, damages second, Lowell department answered the call even 
though South Bisbee is out of its area. 

1946, October 11, Lowell school in fire drill.   Fire prevention Activities. 

1947/17, Business Directory,  Joseph H. Wilson, Assistant Chief Lowell Volunteer Fire Department. 

1947, January 7, Damage exceeds $3000 in series of Lowell blasts. 

1947, April 17, recently completed traffic circle at Lowell.  Dedicated April 20, 1947.   

1947, September 6, Home, furnishings destroyed by fire at No. 3 Maxwell Hill. 



 

 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

1947, October 29, South Bisbee homes burned , Bisbee, Lowell and Warren FD unable to reach the isolated 
location in time to assist. 

1948, April 1, Volunteer Fire Fighters from Lowell Modern—Lowell volunteer fire department organized in 
1909.  Organized by F. W. Ritter, Harry Jennings and Fred Fenderson, with Ritter serving as Chief, J. M John-
son treasurer and Fenderson secretary.  During 1915 they built a fire truck, that served until 1920 when they 
purchased an American La France pumper for $9,600.  The 1948 department has a 1948 V-8 Ford fire truck. 
Present officers are Don L. Brisco, Sr. Chief, Bert B. Watkins, treasurer, Frank Kasum, secretary.  Fire chiefs 
from 1909 to 1948 were F. W. Ritter, Sam Vukovich, William Ryan, B. F. Galusha and Briscoe.  Members of 
the Lowell department during the early 1920s—Sam Vukovich, B. R. Galusha, J. M. Johnson, Sandy Moss, 
Frank C. Bledsoe, Tom McGuire, W. S. Grace, G. O. Branson, Pat Smith, K. R. Winstead, J. J. Jones, B. F. 
Moss, Pete Bosio, W. J. Hynes Jr., James McKeown, James T. Gentry, Tom Tate, W. C. Grubb, Tom Foster, 
J. Regan, H. H. Givens, Willis Bell, Fred C. Fenderson, Ed Plumb, Jack Ryan, Billy Ryan and L. S. George.  
Present board members are—Bert B. Watkins, Donald K. Allen, Frank Kasun, Don L. Brisco, Marko Vuko-
vich, Ben J. Kelly. Present members—B. F. Galusha, Honorary member, Bert B. Watkins, J. H. Wilson, Don-
ald K. Allen, Roy A. Boat, Frank Wojick, William McKeown, Michael J. McGarry, Frank Kasum, Q. B. 
Hampston, James M. Patrick, Wesley A. Davis, Amand Newmann, Anthony Pecanic, Don L. Briscoe, Wil-
liam L. Humphries, John Kasun, Jr., Helmuth H. Voelker, Charles Phillips, Arthur L. Cashell, Michael J. 
Foudy, Jr., Herbert L. Whelan, Marko Vucinich, John H. Wood, Sr., Ben J. Kelly, Guy R. Turner, Joe Mauzy, 
Eiver Lingol, and Harry Walters.  Present air firemen and drivers—Joseph H. Wilson, and Q. B. Hampston.   

1951, Updated 1930 Sanborn Map, Fire Department, Volunteer with 1 chief, 25 firemen and 2 men fully paid, 
1 station, 2 combination pumper, hose and booster trucks.  Alarm system,  telephone and siren. 

1951, January 21, Fire damages Brophy Carriage  Co. Rest Room, LVFD responded. 

1951, October 11, Lowell school fire drill is conducted. 

1953, January 8, Little damage, but excitement at mine fire.  Junction Mine, LVFD responded. 

1953, March 11, Chief Don L. Briscoe stated new Lowell fire alarm signal. 

1954, July 14, Lavender pit to be ceremony scene—Dignitaries to attend opening of $25,000,000 Phelps 
Dodge operation.    Held August 7, 1954. 

1955, August 27, Firemen put out trestle blaze—LVFD. 

1955, November 4, New Standard Station opens in Lowell. 

1955, December 9, Wreck at Bisbee Motors. 

1956, June 16, District water supply is termed sufficient. 

1957, July 12, Lowell Volunteer Fire Department moves into sparkling, new station.  Joe Mauzy, Spencer 
Shattuck, John Woods, Don Allen, Ben Kelley, Frank Kasun are trustees, Don Brisco Chief.  

1958, January 5, Lowell-Bisbee one=way interchange open for traffic. 

1958, March 26, End of another landmark—Spectacular fire engulfs Shattuck-Denn Mill.  Warren helped, big-
gest fire since 1938 Phelps dodge Mercantile fire. 

1958, June 15, New Building Supply store at Lowell open for business. 

1959, March 7, New Shoe Store in Lowell. 

1959, May 20 Aldermen tentatively approve map of annexation area.   Many articles. 

1959, June 5, Bisbee launches drive to annex 8,000 people. 

1959, July 3, Annexation drive is successful. 

1959, July 11, Annexation ordinance padded, EFFECTIVE DATE SEPTEMBER 10. 

1959, September 4, Bisbee Fire Department ready to expand—The Warren and Lowell stations became Bisbee 
stations and a new station in Don Luis was built and opened shortly.  That gave Bisbee 5 stations. 

 



 

 

 

Lowell & Upper Lowell Timeline 

1959, September 27, An article in the Bisbee Daily Review was a repeat of the April 1, 1948 article, but stated 

that photos and records were destroyed from LVFD during their move in 1957 except for the secretaries book. 

However at the end it lists the following—Latest equipment, 1945 V-8 Ford Fire Truck, 1920 American 

LaFrance Fire Truck--Present officers, Chief Charles E. Maxwell, Frank Dusun, secretary, Spencer S. Shat-

tuck, Bert B. Watkins, Joe Mauzy, William Hogue, Paul Wood, trustees—Firefighters—Frank Kasun, Don L. 

Briscoe, John Kasun, Jr., Edward H. Torgersen, Charles E. Maxwell, Pete Brajovich, George F. Bennett, Jun-

ior J. Stanford, Jr., Stanley C. Holmes, Benjamin R. Hamrick, Bert B. Watkins, Roy A. Boat, Frank Wojick, 

Michael J. McGarry, John H. Wood, Sr., Ben J. Kelly, Joe Mauzy, and Spencer Shattuck.  The paid firemen 

are William McKeown and Clarence Irvin. 

SHOULD ANYONE HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON THIS BOOK-PLEASE LET US KNOW. 



 

 

General 

Courtesy The Story of Mining in Bisbee, George F. Leaming, illustrated by Freeman G. Leaming, 1998: 

Much of Lowell to the North East was taken away by the Lavender Pit including original fire Station. 



 

 

General 

Unknown date, Courtesy, Images of America, Early Bisbee, by Annie Graeme Larkin, Douglas L. Grae-

me and Richard W. Graeme IV: 



 

 

General 

Unknown date Courtesy Images of America, Bisbee, by Ethel Jackson Price:   



 

 

General 

Brewery Gulch Gazette—March 26, 1970: 



 

 

General 

Brewery Gulch Gazette—March 26, 1970:                rest article missing— 

 



 

 

General 

Brewery Gulch Gazette—November 5, 1970:                 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Postcard History Series, Bisbee, Annie Graeme Larkin, 2013: 

1902 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Postcard History Series, Bisbee, Annie Graeme Larkin, 2013: 

 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Postcard History Series, Bisbee, Annie Graeme Larkin, 2013: 

 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Postcard History Series, Bisbee, Annie Graeme Larkin, 2013: 

 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Postcard History Series, Bisbee, Annie Graeme Larkin, 2013: 

 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Postcard History Series, Bisbee, Annie Graeme Larkin, 2013: 

 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Mining Town Trolleys, A History of Arizona’s Warren-Bisbee Railway, by Richard V. Fran-

caviglia, 1983: 



 

 

General 

Courtesy http://www.topozone.com/map-print/?lat=31.4142668&lon=-109.8984074&title=Tintown 

Topo Map in Cochise County Arizona 

  



 

 

General 

Courtesy http://www.kbrpradio.com/thecopperchronicle/show_page/thecopperchronicle-lowell.html 



 

 

General 

Courtesy http://www.kbrpradio.com/thecopperchronicle/show_page/thecopperchronicle-lowell.html 



 

 

General 

Courtesy http://www.jngmedia.com/gallery/erie-street-lowell-arizona/ 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Deloris Reynolds, Bisbee Mining & Historical Society: 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Deloris Reynolds, Bisbee Mining & Historical Society: 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Copper Mining & Landscape Evolution: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annexation took place in 1959 and Lowell fire Department merged into BFD: 

 

 

 

 

Picture from page 283 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Copper Mining & Landscape Evolution: 

 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Copper Mining & Landscape Evolution: 

 



 

 

General 

Courtesy Copper Mining & Landscape Evolution: 

 



 

 

General 

Unknown date, courtesy Al Ring postcard collection:               This shows the “fire load,” the type con-

struction, and the growth of Lowell. 

08 33772 Main Street, Lowell, Arizo-

na 

Bisbee Drug Co. 

20201 Copper Queen Hospital, 

Bisbee, Ariz.   Mailed 8/25/1908 

60725 Main Street, Lowell, Ariz.  



 

 

General 

Unknown date, courtesy Al Ring postcard collection:               This shows the “fire load,” the type con-

struction, and the growth of Lowell. 

A-74960 The Lowell Mine, Bisbee, 

Ariz.  

A-74963 Portion Of The Business 

Section  

Bisbee, Arizona (16) Copper Queen 

Hospital 



 

 

General 

Unknown date, courtesy Al Ring postcard collection:               This shows the “fire load,” the type con-

struction, and the growth of Lowell. 

Bisbee (11) Arizona. Lowell In 

Foreground 

Denn (3) Junction, Hoatson, Oliver 

and Irish 

 

Lowell area 

Lowell (2), Ariz. Main Street. 



 

 

General 

Unknown date, courtesy Al Ring postcard collection:               This shows the “fire load,” the type con-

struction, and the growth of Lowell. 

Lowell (3) Ariz. Showing Mines Of 

Bonzana 

 

1902 

Lowell (4) Ariz. Calumet And Ari-

zona Mine 

Main (1) Street. Lowell, Ariz.  



 

 

General 

Unknown date, courtesy Al Ring postcard collection:               This shows the “fire load,” the type con-

struction, and the growth of Lowell. 

Main (4) Street. Lowell, Ariz.  

Oliver, Lowell, Junction, Denn and 

Saginaw 

B. I. CO. Plant, At Lowell, Ariz. 



 

 

General 

Unknown date, courtesy Al Ring postcard collection:               This shows the “fire load,” the type con-

struction, and the growth of Lowell. 

B 334, Lowell Arizona 

B 341, Lowell Arizona 

C-673, Lowell, Arizona 



 

 

General 

Unknown date, courtesy Al Ring postcard collection:               This shows the “fire load,” the type con-

struction, and the growth of Lowell. 

Compliments Of The Season Bauer’s 

Market   Lowell Market 

Main St. Lowell, Ariz. 



 

 

General 

Courtesy -http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/histphotos/id/21254/rec/4 

1940   02-0676, 02-0679  



 

 

General 

Courtesy -http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/histphotos/id/21254/rec/4 

1940, 1928   02-0685, 98-3619 



 

 

General 

Courtesy -http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/histphotos/id/21254/rec/4 

1928   02-0685, 98-3643 



 

 

General 

Courtesy -http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/histphotos/id/21254/rec/4 

1928, 1940   02-0685, 02-0680 



 

 

General 

Courtesy -http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/histphotos/id/21254/rec/4 

1928, 1940   02-0685, 02-0680 



 

 

General 

Courtesy -http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/histphotos/id/21254/rec/4 

1940   02-0684, 02-0687 



 

 

General 

Courtesy -http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/histphotos/id/21254/rec/4 

1928,  98-3621, 98-3623 



 

 

General 

Courtesy -http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/histphotos/id/21254/rec/4 

1928,  98-3634, 98-3623 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cour-

tesy—http://www.bisbeeminingandminerals.com/#!untitled/zoom/cabn/image_1fnp 



 

 

General 

Courtesy -http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/histphotos/id/21254/rec/4 

1940   02-0681,  02-0686 



 

 

1901  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

1900, January 15, 1972, Bisbee Daily Review: 



 

 

1901  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

Around 1901, November 20, 1991, Brewery Gulch Gazette: 



 

 

1901  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

Around 1901, November 20, 1991, Brewery Gulch Gazette: 



 

 

1901  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

Around 1901, November 20, 1991, Brewery Gulch Gazette: 



 

 

1902  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

March 6, 1902, Bisbee Daily Review: 



 

 

1904  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

1904, Copper Mining & Landscape Evolution: 

November 15, 1904, Bisbee Daily Review:   November 16, 1904, Bisbee Daily Review: 



 

 

1905  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

February 18, 1905, Bisbee Daily Review:   April 29, 1905, Bisbee Daily Review: 

   

  



 

 

1905  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

July 11, 1905, Bisbee Daily Review:      July 12, 1905, Bisbee Daily Review:  

 

July 21, 1905, Bisbee Daily Review: 

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

1905  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

August 31, 1905, Bisbee Daily Review:    

 

 

 

 



 

 

1905  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

September 3,  1905, Bisbee Daily Review:       September 15,  1905, Bisbee Daily Review:      

  

  

 

 



 

 

1905  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

September 26,  1905, Bisbee Daily Review:       September 28,  1905, Bisbee Daily Review:      

  

  

 

 



 

 

1905  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

October 13,  1905, Bisbee Daily Review:       November 17,  1905, Bisbee Daily Review:  Edited    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  November 18,  1905, Bisbee Daily Review:   

  

  

 

  

  

 

 



 

 

1905  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

November 21,  1905, Bisbee Daily Review:    November 23,  1905, Bisbee Daily Review:   

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

 



 

 

1906  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

January 17, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:    February 3, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:      

  

    

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

 



 

 

1906  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

March 3, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:     March 16, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:    

 

 

March 17, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:   

No FD but Fire Apparatus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 24, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:   

   

  

    

  

  

  

  

 

  

  



 

 

1906  —  Before Lowell Fire Department 

May 16, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:           

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  May 17, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:   

 

   

  

    

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

 



 

 

1906 

June 13, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:     July 18, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:   

Appears to have started Lowell FD:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 August 30, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 7, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1907  

January 4, Courtesy B&AH, by Al Ring:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 6, 1907,  http://www3.gendisasters.com/arizona/8637/lowell-az-mine-explosion-jan-1907 

 

MINE EXPLOSION LOSS ESTIMATED AT $30,000 

Workers Hurt in Accident at Lowell, Arizona, Reported Recovering 

El Pas, Jan. 6. - Advices from Lowell, Ariz., today are to the effect that the damage done to the 
town by the explosion of the Denn-Arizona company's magazine containing 8,700 pounds of 
dynamite will not be less than $30,000, while the damage to the company's property is esti-
mated outside of the value of the explosives destroyed at $10,000. Where the magazine 
stood is now a hole in the ground sixty feet deep. Of the injured all are reported as improving. 
Foreman Joe Collio, whose skull was fractured, it is said, will recover. That many lives were 
not lost is marvelous, as there were over one hundred men at work within a radius of 100 
feet. 

The Albuquerque Morning Journal, Albuquerque, NM 7 Jan 1907 



 

 

1906   

November 3, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:   

 

 

December 19, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:    December 28, 1906, Bisbee Daily Review:   

  Edited 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

1907  

1907—January 13, 1962, Bisbee Daily Review: 



 

 

1907  

March 14, 1907, Bisbee Daily Review:   March 15, 1907, Bisbee Daily Review: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 March 16, 1907, Bisbee Daily Review: 



 

 

1907  

May 21, 1907, Bisbee Daily Review:    May 26, 1907, Bisbee Daily Review: 



 

 

1907  

June 30, 1907, Bisbee Daily Review:  Upper Lowell & Lowell FD responded.   



 

 

1907  

June 3, 1907, Bisbee Daily Review:   Note-brown photo courtesy Al Ring postcard collection: 

June 1907, Courtesy, Images of America, Early Bisbee, by Annie 



 

 

1907  

June 30, 1907, Tombstone Epitaph:     July 2, 1907, Bisbee Daily Review: 

 

November 26, 1907, Bisbee Daily 

Review: 



 

 

1907  

December 6, 1907, Bisbee Daily Review: 



 

 

1908  

1908 Sanborn Maps:    Lowell 



 

 

1908  

1908 Sanborn Maps:    Upper Lowell 



 

 

1908  

1908 Sanborn Maps:    Upper Lowell 



 

 

1908  

1908 —January 13, 1962, Bisbee Daily Review: 



 

 

1908  

January 9, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:   January 15, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  January 15, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review: 

  

 

 

 

 

 January 30, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:             January 26, 1908, Tombstone Epitaph:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            



 

 

1908  

January 31, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:                           February 2, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 February 2, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 7, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



 

 

1908  

February 15, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:                                 February 25, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 27, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 March 15, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:         

 

 

 

March 19, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            



 

 

1908  

March 31, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:              April 12, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  April 14, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            



 

 

1908  

April 15, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:            April 16, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 20, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            



 

 

1908  

June 6, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:     June 20, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            



 

 

1908  

June 25, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:      

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



 

 

1908  

July 7, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:      

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               



 

 

1908  

July 7, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:      

 



 

 

1908  

August 4, 1908, Bisbee Daily Review:      

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



 

 

1909 

Library of Congress: 



 

 

1909 

January 19, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 January 23, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review: 

 

  



 

 

1909 

February 5, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review:   April 25, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 29, 1909, Arizona Republican: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 14, 1909, Arizona Daily Star:    April 25, 1909, Arizona Daily Star: 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

1909 

May 6, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 26, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review: 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

1909 

September 21, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review:    October 13, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  October 14, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

1909 

October 21, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review:   November 30, 1909, Bisbee Daily Review:   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

1910 

1910 to 1917, Courtesy, Bisbee Vignettes, 1978. by William C. Epler: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1910, Courtesy Bisbee Mining & Historical Museum:  

  

  



 

 

1910 

1910 to 1917, Courtesy, Bisbee Vignettes, 1978. by William C. Epler: 



 

 

1910 

May 11, 1910, Bisbee Daily Review:              July 9, 1910, Bisbee Daily Review:        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  July 13, 1910, Bisbee Daily Review:          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  July 22, 1910, Bisbee Daily Review:     

 

 

 

 

August 4, 1910, Bisbee Daily Review:                           

       

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     



 

 

1910 

August 5, 1910, Bisbee Daily Review:             October 7, 1910, Bisbee Daily Review:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 13, 1910, Bisbee Daily Review:                           
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 To motivate the Lowell area to form its own department took "an afternoon of terror" in Johnson Addition, 

as the Review called it. 

"Swept by a fierce gale, accompanies by whirlwinds which scattered burning embers in all directions, fire 

yesterday made a wide path of ruin and dissolution through a half mile of the residence section of Johnson 

Addition," the paper reported April 23, 1914. 

Fifty-four houses were completely destroyed, 70 families were left homeless and damage was estimated at 

$60,000 to $65,000. 

With little fire protection, the community was almost helpless.  The only standard firefighting equipment 

available to those fighting the blaze was two fire hydrants, which had been installed a year earlier at the 

nearby gas plant.  These two hydrants, the Review reported, "alone saved the entire Addition from destruc-

tion." 

Bisbee's fire department assisted greatly in the firefighting efforts.  Chief Barney Norton took over command 

of the efforts once he arrived, but he was delayed by a fire at the slag dump in Bisbee, which had been start-

ed in sawdust and refuse that morning. 

Volunteers had reeled out the 500 feet of hose kept at the gas plant and it was used in two lines, taking ad-

vantage of both hydrants.  "Bisbee sent the rest from such surplus as could be spared.  At 2:30," the Review 

reported, "when the gravity of the situation became known, [Bisbee] Street Superintendent Wright hurried a 

city team to the fire house and took out the extra fire wagon.  This assistance helped greatly." 

But Bisbee could only lend a small amount of support.  Telephone lines were down and transportation was 

interrupted by the fire and firefighting efforts.  Bisbee couldn't send its paid staff because it felt the high 

winds and the morning fire indicated it needed its own firefighters close by. 

"The lack of a fire department in Lowell brought the severest criticism yesterday upon the supervisors, who 

were petitioned at their last meeting for equipment but delayed the matter for a month, because the did not 

at the time of their meeting have the laws in hand governing the matter." 

Residents also questioned whether Johnson Addition should be a part of Bisbee.  Had that step already been 

taken, the paper reported, "there would have been a fire station and service there, and also that the insur-

ance carried by Johnson Addition people would have been much more representative." 

 Only about 40 percent of property owners were covered by insurance, mainly because of high rates because 

of the lack of fire protection.  The Bisbee insurance rate was 10 percent lower, the Review reported. 
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On May 19, Lowell citizens organized their volunteer fire department.  "Practically every business house in 

the proposed fire district was represented," the Review said.  Twenty-fire men joined the roll of the compa-

ny. 

"Within the next few months apparatus for the adequate protection of Lowell, Johnson Addition and the 

country immediately surrounding the town of Lowell proper will be on the ground and in operation," the pa-

per said. 

A tax of 0.7 cent was levied to support the department.  "The amount raised from the levy will start the Low-

ell department in fairly good shape," the Review reported.  "At a meeting to be held sometime in the near 

future the amount of hose, the character of apparatus to be secured and the location of the fire station will 

be taken up." 

In contrast with the Johnson Addition catastrophe, a fire a week later in crowded downtown Bisbee showed 

the value of a professional, well-funded department.  The April 29 fire started at a boarding house on Howell 

Avenue. 

"The alarm of the fire went in a few minutes after 3 o'clock," the Review reported.  "Half an hour later the 

department had the blaze out." 

In an editorial the day after the fire, the Review had some kind words:  "Bisbee has reason to be proud of her 

fire department.  It is not strong numerically but it is Herculean in applying the strength that it possesses. 

"The emergency was one which it seemed impossible to combat successfully," the paper said.  "Flames 

fanned by a strong wind threatened to spread from one doomed building nestling in a cluster of wooden 

structures throughout a densely populated section of the town." 

Because of Bisbee's high fire risk, the editorial suggested, citizens needed to take a variety of precautionary 

measures to prevent fires from starting.  "The Fire Department has proved itself," the Review said.  "Let citi-

zens be equally worthy." 
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 The same day the Review ran an editorial on the lessons from the fire.  Continuing its push for a professional fire department _ 

made all the more real to the newspaper by the proximity of the fire to its own establishment _ it suggested that "whatever addi-

tional equipment may be suggested by the fire department as a better safeguard against fire should be promptly provided if it 

takes every tenth pound of copper mined in the Warren district to pay for it." 

Because of its geography, Bisbee needs more equipment than an ordinary city, the paper said.  "The fire equipment should be pro-

vided to meet every disadvantage of the congested condition of the city." 

Another residential are of the Warren Mining District was hit by fire on April 22, 1914 when much of Johnson Addition, an area 

which was eliminated by the development of the Lavender Pit, was burned. 

"Swept by a fierce gale, accompanied by whirlwinds which scattered burning embers in all directions, fire yesterday afternoon 

made a wide path of ruin and dissolution through a half mile of the residence section of Johnson Addition," the Review said.  

Fifty-four houses were destroyed, 70 families were left homeless and damaged totaled a conservative $60,000. 

"Added to this was an afternoon of terror, spent in the open in a howling wind and dust storm, with billowing flame, sweeping 

from home to home and lifting high above the mountain top. 

"Women and children in many instances fled in wild panic to distant hillsides, and crouched in fright through hours." 

(The actual firefight was described a few weeks ago in an article in this series on the creation of the fire department.) 

The Johnson Addition fire gave the Review reporter an opportunity to exercise the prose so common in newspaper accounts of the 

time: 

"Pathetic scenes were encountered on every hand.  Women who in their fright gave infant children to others for safe keeping and 

dashed on, later to remember and go weeping and shrilling in the crowds in search of those to whom they had abandoned what 

they held dearest, were not few. 

"No less pathetic than their plight was that of mothers and children who had become separated, and of women, and men too, who 

sobbed and gave way to overwrought nerves as they contemplated the ruins of their homes and loss of their savings, in the accu-

mulation which many  of them had striven through years and undergone many privations. 

"There were other scenes, in which admiration supplanted pity, enacted by stout hearted, kindly souls who arose to extend com-

fort to their companions in loss and to assure them that matters might have been much worse _ none had been hurt and no lives 

lost. 

"Foremost among these was Mrs. Charles F. Buchtley, who stood by a trunk, all that she had saved from her home, mothering cry-

ing children and women of the east side burned section and smiling comfort and cheer despite her own sufficient personal griefs." 

One family lost a home it had just moved into, the roof not yet complete.  One man lost 125 chickens, 50 rabbits, six ducks and a 

goat, to which he had a "great attachment."  Another family was away on vacation and was expected to return to nothing.  Still 

another was to move in the following day, but had lost all their worldly goods. 

Before the day was out, an emergency relief fund was filling up.  The Review listed the donations, from a  $1 anonymous gift to the 

$500 provided by the two big mining companies, Copper Queen Consolidated and Calumet & Arizona.  The Bartender's Union 

kicked in $50 and a performance at the Orpheum raised $95.  There were many other donations from businesses and individuals _ 

$1,700 was available immediately.  Within a week, the fund had grown to $2,450.  A goal of $8,000 was set. 
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 Some of the later contributions came in amounts of 25 and 50 cents.  The Review noted that "a very pleasing thing is the presence 

on the list of the names of 17 Mexican contributors to the fund.  This, in view of the fact that feelings in the matter of difficulties 

between the U.S. and Mexico was at its greatest height on Monday, is considered a particularly fine comment on the good feeling 

that has obtained at all times in the district between American and Mexican residents." 

Large halls throughout the community opened their doors for temporary housing.  The Copper Queen Hotel offered its unoccupied 

rooms and also fed those it housed.  Tents were secured from the Army camp near Douglas. 

The lack of any fire department in Lowell "brought the severest criticism yesterday upon the [county board of] supervisors, who 

were petitioned at their last meeting for equipment but delayed the matter for a month, because they did not at the time of their 

meeting have the laws in hand governing the matter." 

While Bisbee would discuss a paid fire department after its fire of 1907, it would take many months for such to come to fruition.  

But in the Lowell area, a volunteer company was organized and equipped just a few weeks after the Johnson Addition fire.  

With the Johnson Addition fire came an activity that apparently hadn't happened under such circumstances in Bisbee before.  At 

least three robbers were at work during the fire.  Three men noticed "several men about the ruins investigating for themselves" 

and took out after them. 

One man was caught.  "The others made good their escape and have not as yet, been apprehended," the Review reported.  The 

man apprehended, Ygnasio Serrabia, had his pockets filled "with junk of all kinds.  A .32-caliber revolver was found in one pocket.  

Several dollars in silver, a handful of cartridges, small pieces of jewelry, and open faced Waltham watch, and two vanity cases were 

also taken from her person." 

Serrabia was taken to the Lowell jail and 15 men were sworn in as deputies to stand guard over the ruins.  Sheriff Harry Wheeler 

came into town and supervised the work. 

This brief article ran in the Bisbee Evening Miner July 2, a couple of days after the Chihuahua Hill fire. 

That the Chihuahua Hill section of Bisbee was to be destroyed last Saturday is the prediction which Mrs. Emanuel Anderson, a well 

known resident of that section, claims to have made more than three weeks ago to Mrs. Ellen Day and to Mrs. McNeylan, neigh-

bors. 

"I not alone told them that it was to be destroyed Saturday but I predicted it long before hand, amply showing my second sight," 

said Mrs. Anderson yesterday to a Miner representative. 

"In proof of my statement I call on Mrs. Day or Mrs. McNeylan as witnesses and both have told me that they remembered the inci-

dent and are willing to back up my statement.  I have in time past been a fortune teller but have never done any work of that kind 

in Bisbee." 

The prediction that the Chihuahua Hill section which was burned was not so wonderful in itself but that she or any other woman 

should predict the time of the disaster which befell Bisbee is enough to firmly establish a reputation locally for Mrs. Anderson. 

She has not yet determined whether to open a local fortune telling establishment or not. 
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  On Oct. 11, 1920, a blaze started on the north side of Main Street in Lowell, either in the smokehouse of Tovrea's meat market or 

in the bar of Brophy Carriage Co.  The flames spread quickly, the Review reported the next day. 

"The Lowell fire department started fighting the fire from the lower end of the street," the paper said, "but was handicapped by 

lack of water pressure.  While the firemen were fighting the flames from the east side of Brophy's barn, the quickly spread to the 

west, and in a surprisingly short time had reached yards of the Bisbee Lumber Co., at the upper end of the street." 

The Warren fire department came to assist, but when they attached hoses to the plugs, discovered that "there was not enough 

water.  A line of hose was then laid all the way from Johnson Addition, down Naco Road, with the Warren department pumping at 

the far end. 

"The Bisbee department brought in more hose, but there was not sufficient water for it to pump." 

The yards at Bisbee Lumber provided the perfect fuel for sustaining the blaze.  "With flames in the yards of the Bisbee Lumber 

Co.," the Review said, "it was but a few minutes before the planning mill and all the buildings in the vicinity were a mass of 

flames." 

The lumber yard "formed the vortex of a veritable whirlwind of fire.  Flames shot up from the center as from a volcano.  The roar 

of the furnace was broken now and then by explosions, probably of gasoline tanks, and cases of ammunition would go off with a 

rattle, like volleys of rifle fire." 

Fortunately, there was no wind in Lowell the night of the fire.  With the stillness, the fire departments were able to stop the fire 

from crossing to the south side of the street.  Though everything on the north side was destroyed, the firefighters were able to 

prevent the fire from spreading south.  "After the flames had gained full headway, the paramount issue was to prevent them from 

crossing to the south side of the street," the Review said.  "An overwhelming battle, at heavy odds, was fought to prevent this. 

 As in most large fires, the Lowell fire of 1920 brought out the best in many.  "Acts of daring bravery were not lacking," the paper 

reported.  "Two firemen mounted to the roof of the Bonanza rooming house, in the center of the fiery sea.  

"They carried a line to the roof, and the line was attached to a hose below.  It required a stupendous effort for the two men to pull 

the hose to the top, but they got it there, and from the roof of the building played the stream into the burning mass below.  

"A fireman mounted to the second story of the Lowell hotel, kicked in a window and fell across the sill to hold on.  Immediately he 

was overwhelmed by a dense mass of smoke.  It looked as if he must relax his hold and fall.  His brother fireman quickly shoved a 

ladder up to him, and the fireman kept his nerve, mounted the ladder and was safe." 

Just as there was exceptional bravery, there were those who took advantage of the fire, just as a few had looted during the John-

son Addition fire.  The Review called them "ghouls." 

"This confusion," the paper said of the fire, "provided an opportunity for ghouls to vandalism, an opportunity that was not over-

looked.  Miserable, sneaking forms, many of them, were seen gliding out of the lighted area carrying in their arms piles of loot 

picked up where valuables had been hastily thrown out to salvage from the flames."  Many of them were arrested. 

For residents and shop owners, the fire was stunning, and the "casual onlooker was struck by the expression of stupefied dismay 

on many faces."  Automobiles were cranked up and driven out of garages on both sides of the street.  Possessions were thrown 

into the street from rooming houses.  Merchants threw valuable stock into the streets, "in hopes of salvaging them later.  It is 

doubtful if these hopes will be fully realized," the paper said. 

"Roomers dashed here and there carrying suit cases and grips, and toiled through the streets, helping one another with heavier 

burdens." 
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  Losses from the Lowell fire were estimated at $750,000.  Little was covered by insurance.  Lowell Drug, for example, lost stock of 

$46,000, of which only $27,000 was covered.  The Lowell Hotel, owned by Jim Brophy and E.A. Tovrea, was valued at $40,000, plus 

$6,000 in fixtures.  Insurance coverage was estimated at 10 percent of those figures. 

Several buildings, owned by Harvey Saxby and William Robinson, were worth $25,000, and those men carried no insurance.  

One firm, Bisbee Lumber, owned by Emil and Maggie Marks, was "fairly well covered" for its loss, estimated at $80,000 to 

$100,000. 

Despite the destruction, Lowell merchants were optimistic.  Two days after the fire, the Review was able to report that the com-

munity would be "entirely rebuilt, and the Lowell will be a bigger and more modern town than before." 

Property owners "met inquirers yesterday with a smile and a shrug of the shoulders," the paper said.  Rather than talk about their 

losses, they discussed their plans for the future.  "The Phoenix rose, greater and grander, from its ashes," the Review said in an 

editorial that day,  "Lowell can _ and will!" 

Harley Cox, owner of the Lowell Waiting Room, was already open for business the morning after the fire.  "He replaced some of his 

salvaged show cases in the still smoldering wreckage of his building, filled them up with salvaged cigars and the remains of his mis-

cellaneous stock, and waited on numerous customers with smiling good humor." 

Though his refrigerators were gone, Cox filled tubs with ice and served cold "near beer."  (Remember that Prohibition was in effect 

at this time.)  Cox let contracts that morning for reconstruction. 

Carpenters were at work the following day on rebuilding the American Railway Express Co., next door to the Waiting Room.  

Emil Marks of Bisbee Lumber said lumber had already been ordered for reproducing his structures. 

 Jim Brophy was working on arrangements for a temporary replacement of the Lowell Hotel by converting the hall over the Brophy 

Garage into rooms.  Contracts were let by the day after the fire for rebuilding the hotel.  Brophy added that his family would be 

rebuilding a block of their buildings that had been destroyed. 

"Every piece of mail in the Lowell post office was saved, but the building and fixtures area total losses," the paper reported.  Lowell 

residents would temporarily used the Bisbee facility. 

The Review reporter, perhaps recalling a personal experience in the recently ended European war, remarked that "Lowell had all 

the appearance yesterday of a French village on the battle front." 

The Lowell fire issue did not end with the reconstruction of the town.  Marks and Bisbee Lumber would sue the Bisbee Naco Water 

Co. for the utility's failure to provide sufficient water for the fire department to make an adequate effort to douse the flames. 

There was a lengthy trial in Tucson in October and November of 1921.  The jury, for example, had to sit through the reading of "93 

pages of legal size paper, containing the order of the Arizona Corporation Commission, regulating rates and service of the Bisbee 

Naco Water Co." 

In the end, Bisbee Lumber lost the suit, with Judge Sam L. Pattee instructing the jury to bring a verdict in favor of the water compa-

ny.  Marks had said he had entered a contract with the water company in 1913 for providing water for fire protection. 

But the defense showed to the judge's satisfaction that the man with whom Marks said he made the contract had left the water 

company before the time of the arrangement.  In addition, the Corporation Commission had ordered all existing contracts an-

nulled." 
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 The firefighting equipment of the district now consists of four tri-

ple-combination chemical and pumping trucks, one each in Lowell 

and Warren and two in Bisbee and on motor driven chemical 

truck, the property of the Copper Queen, that is stationed at the 

Lowell Shaft.  The four combination trucks each have a pumping 

capacity of 250 gallons a minute. 
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BISBEE, Ariz, Oct 12. -- The town of Lowell, a Bisbee suburb today is seeking to bring order out 
of the chaos caused by a disastrous fire which last night destroyed half the town, sweeping 
through a dozen or more business places and causing a loss which Fire Chief Wilson estimat-
ed at a quarter of a million dollars. 

The fire started in a smoke house of the Toree Packing Company and swept down the north 
side of Main street and up to the Municipal market on the Naco road. When is [sic] reached 
the Bisbee Lumber Company, the flames formed a vortex of a veritable volcano, the ferocity 
of which was increased by explosions of gasoline tanks. 

Merchants threw their entire stocks into the streets before the path of the fire and police 

were forced to us desperate means to check the vandals which ransacked the piles of mer-

chandise in the half darkness. A number of arrests were made. There were no fatalities re-

ported. 
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Greater Tucson Fire Foundation 

 

Thank you for taking an interest in  

Tucson Fire Department history — 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, 
pictures, etc.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order or by a subject.  
These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Dave Rid-
ings retired Assistant Chief Tucson Fire Department, Al Ring friend of the department, Greater 
Tucson Fire Foundation and with the help of many friends and fellow firefighters. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader 
should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to 
other items such as documents, letters, etc.   
 

Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We 
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this infor-
mation.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be 
from one of three possible sources.  The Arizona Daily Star, The Tucson Citizen and the Tuc-
son Daily Citizen, for which we want to give a special thanks. 
 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information 
for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
 

Should the reader have additional information on the above subject we would appreciate you 
sharing it with us. Please see the names and contact information on the 1st. TFD Archives page  
right below this paragraph. 


