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1923

Pop: 29,000
Avea: 7

loss: $78,195
Runs: 120

Per cap. loss

1923
New station at Park Ave. and E. 9th St. (staction 3)
12 men added for total of 29
two 6 cylinder self starting triple combination rotary gear pumper and
one 6 cylyner self starting 75' aerial ladder truck - all American La France
60 Camewell boxes, new 8 circuit board and repcater
all provided by money from a bond, boxes included 44 Pearless Positive non-
interfering plus 12 Ideal Shunt type Master boxes.

CourfTespgon Fire Fighters Assocdiladgt8ilon, Cent enn

In 1923, two six-cylinder, self-starting triple
combination rotary pumpers and one six-cylinder,
self-starting, 75-foot aerial ladder truck, all Amer-
ican LaFrance, were purchased along with 60 new
Gamewell fire alarm boxes with a new eight-
circuit switch board and repeater. A new fire sta-
tion was built and equipped at Park Avenue and
Ninth Street. These improvements were the result
of a bond issue. The Department was growing and
twelve men were added, which brought the total
to 29 men.
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By 1923, when Tucson had reached a population of 29,000,
two six-cylinder, self-starting, triple combination rotary
pumpers and one 75-foot aerial ladder truck were purchased
along with 60 new Gamewell alarm boxes.

The department definitely was on the move. All improvements

were results of bond issues.
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PROFILE~
“In 1923 Harold Mickola and Earl Laudertach joined the Tucson Fire
Department after traveling over dirt roads from Canada in a Erass
radiator 1916 Ford.
Jncluding Fire Chief Joseph A. Roberts, there was a total comple-
ment of 29 men, 4 engines and 1. ladder truck located at Central,
Station #2 on N. 4th Avenue and 0Old Station 3 on E. 9th Street.
There were two shifts with no Kelly day;which meant you worked
vvery other day for $120 a month.
Chief Mickola was rorn in Ladysmith, B,C. on April 23, 1900.
He came from a family of four trothers and four sisters and
was practically raised in the mines where he worked Lefore
coming to Arizona. His departmental record of appointments
nd promotions are as follows:
Hoseman, June 1, 1923
Captain, November 5 1942
2nd Assistant ChIEf March 1, 1951
: 1lst Assistant Chief, November 16, 1953
He considers the first Paulos flre the worst that he ever fought
18 the floor collapsed as firemen entered the tuilding. Not only
does Chief Mickola hold the record for longest continuious ser-
vice on the Fire Department, but his record of longevity also
stands for all City employees. In his 32 years on the job Chief
Mickola has missed 2% shifts or 5 days of sick leave. In 1929
he once worked 38 straight days while working for an injured
fellow fireman.
Chief "Mike" married the former Miss Ernestlne Adkins and they
have one son, Richard, who is presently employed as an analytic
cngineer at Bdwards A.F.B,, Lancaster, California.
+lways a great sports enthusiast, Chief Mickola was once runner-
ip City horseshoe pitching champion and has won the Department
jolf tournement toth in 1960 and 1962.
‘nother memoraktle cvent in his career involved the fire at the
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