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Our Mission:
To save lives, protect property, and
care for our community.

Northwest Fire District was formed in 1983 by residents of the northwest metropolitan Tucson area to ensure that the community
received consistent, high-quality emergency services at a reasonable cost. Since its inception, the District has provided
increasingly higher levels of fire protection and emergency medical services to a rapidly growing population

The District currently provides emergency and community services to 110,000 residents and 3,300 commercial occupancies over
a 140 square mile area

Ten strategically located stations are staffed 365 days a year with 192 firefighters that are Paramedics or Emergency Medical
Technicians. Despite explosive growth, the District's ratio of Paramedics to residents remains one of the best in the state at
1:9000

Northwest Fire/Rescue District is a nonprofit, community service organization, funded through secondary assessed value property
taxes. It is governed by a five member Board, whose members are elected in even numbered years during the November general
election. Board members live within the District, and serve four-year terms, which are staggered so at least two members are
elected every two years

The Board establishes policy, recommends a tax rate or a tax levy through the budgeting process, operations and other issues
concerning the District. The primary goal of the current board is to provide service for District residents and a continued low tax
rate

Monthly meetings of the Board are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:00 PM at the Northwest Fire District Training
Facility, 5125 West Camino de Fuego Road, and are open to the public

Northwest Fire/Rescue District provides a wide range of dedicated services to its residential and commercial property owners. In
addition to fire protection, ten Paramedic-equipped units located throughout the District provide advanced life support to medical
calls within minutes
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2 hurt in head-on collision on Oracle Road

By LA MONICA EVERETT -HAYNES
Citizen Staff Writer

A Northwest Side head-on
collision injured a man and his
brother and sister yesterday.

The head-on occurred at
North Oracle and West Orange
Grove roads at 3:30 pm., said
Kathleen Heiden, Northwest
Fire District spokeswomarn.

Heiden did not have the
pnames of any of the people
involved, but she said an 18
year-old man was driving a Hon-
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da Accord with his 13-year-old
sister and 12-year-old brother as
passengers.

A 26-year-old man was driv-
ing a small pickup.

The girl, who was riding in
the front seat, complained of
lower-leg and back pains and
had scrapes and cuts.

The boy, who was sitting in
the back seat without a seat belt
on, hit the windshield on impact,
Heiden said. He complained of
leg pain and had “a bit of facial
abrasions,” she said.
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Heiden said the boy and girl
were taken to University Med-
ical Center.

The 26-year-old man was tak-
en to Tucson Medical Center for
treatment of chest pains, she
said.

The Honda was going south
on Oracle and approaching
Orange Grove as the pickup was
making a left turn onto Orange
Grove, she said.

The collision occurred in the
middle of the southbound lane,
she said.
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Northwest classes

Northwest Fire/Rescue |
will offer the following
classes in January:

) Basic CPR — 6-10 p.m.
Jan. 10 and Jan. 17

» Health Care Provider
CPR —8a.m.1p.m. Jan. 12

Class space is limited
You must register in ad-
vance. Call 742-4749. Regis-
tration fees for the classes
are $12 for district residents
and $17 for those living out-
side the district. Fees are
nonrefundable. All classes
are at the district office,
1520 W. Orange Grove Road.

Today

¥ B_aslc first ald — Northwest
Fire/Rescue District, 1520 W. Or
ange Grove Road. Class space is lim
mx_l, and preregistration is re- ;
quired. Registration fees are nonre
fgndablo. 610 p.m. Jan. 3. $12 dis ;
trict residents; $17 other. ‘.’4247;“
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C alend QI N YOUR COMMUNITY — AT A GLANCE

TODAY

Basic first aid — Northwest
Fire/Rescue District, 1520 W
Orange Grove Road. Class space
is limited, and preregistration is

WHAT'S
AHEAD

cue District Prevention Office,
1520 W. Orange Grove Road.
Class space is limited, and pre-
registration is required. Regis-
tration fees are nonrefundable.
6-10 p.m. Jan. 10. $12 for district
residents, $17 for nonresidents.

7424749

required. Registration fees are
nonrefundable. 6-10 p.m. $12 dis-
trict residents; $17 residents out-
side district. 7424749

Basic CPR — Northwest Fire/Res-

Contacting law
enforcement

In emergency dial

ol1

» Arizona Department
of Public Safety

6401 S. Tucson Blvd.
Tucson; 7464500.

» Marana

Police Department

13291 N. Lon Adams Road
Marana; 682-4466.

» Oro Valley

Police Department

11000 N, La Canada Drive
Oro Valley; 229-4900.

» Pima County

Sheriff's Department
1750 E. Benson Highway
Tueson ; 741-4600.

» Tucson

Police Department
270 S. Stone Ave..
Tucson; 7914444,

» Northwest Fire
Rescue District
4701 N. La Cholla Blvd.
Fire Chief S. Jeff
Piechura
Board meets at 7:30
p.m. the fourth Tuesday
of the month at North-
west Training Facility,
8165 N. Wade Road,
Marana. Call 887-1010.
) Golder Ranch

Fire District
2535 E. Hawser St.
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NWFD purchases equipment for trucks

by Ryan Gabrielson

ws@exphwernews com

The Fire and Rescue District

Goveming Board approved the purchase of
bout $120000 in equipment

Northwest

= for three new

trucks it expects wo amive in February at its Dec
'8 meeting

Rather than accepting the td of one provider
for all the equipment, the board opred 1o divide

the needed equipment into categones and

determine the winner by cost only.
It's not abnormal We're changing a few
4

ngs,” Board Chairman Patrick Quinn said
We're going to do roll calls from here on out.”

Only three boardmembers Quinn, fim

Doyle and Jane Madden — attended the meet

In the past, NWFD has made purchases
wough blank purchase orders with a number of
endors. A blank purchase order allows districts
» make several purchases without checking
rices from other vendors. By the district’s pur
hasing policy, these expenditures are not
llowed to total more than $10,000 each,
hough they often did, according to documents
btaned from the district
Even when the district went through a bid
ess, the vendor with the lowest bid was
ways selected because

f only one item on

ist of equipment was not the brand com

ith Northwest Fire's equipment, the dis
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Jan. 10

Basic (PR: & 70\10 pm. of
NWFD. 1520 W. Oronge biOve.
Cost is 512 for district resients,
ghon

ety

617 for others. Regish
required 742-4749

trict would purchase the entire list of items from
another supplier

The fire United
Equipment, LN Curtis and First In all submitted

equipment vendors Fire
bids to the district for the fire truck equipment
Since each provider had gaps in its bid, the
board handled each type of equipment individ
ually, Chief Financial
Hackenbracht said

Officer

Georgeann

The total cost of equipment for the three new
trucks was $119,693, Northwest Fire Chief Jeff

Piechura said, nearly half the amount spent for™

all the district’s fire equipment last year

In the past three years, LN Curtis, based in
Salt Lake City, has received only three orders
and First In rarely does more than $30,000 in
business a year with the distnct

During the same period, Tucson based United
Fire sold NWFD about $280,000 in equipment
and was its only fire equipment vendor with a
blank purchase order account, according to doc
un obtained from the district

Daniel Matlick, president of United Fire and a
district resident, resigned in September as chair
man of both the district’s budget committee and
Emergency Services Commission, at the sugges
tion of the district attomey Thomas Benavidez,
because of the perception of a conflict of inter
est. Both advisory boards, whose members are
selected by the district board, help create the
annual budget and give recommendations to the
board

\
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An audit by Robert Schiichting from the firm
Frizzel, Senkirk & Company, of the district's fis
20002001 budget said he was con

cemed that NWFD was making purchases of

cal year

more than $10,000 without a bidding process,
contrary to its own policy and state procurement
law. Fire districts, however, are not governed by
state procurement law

For this purchase, United Fire received only
about $19,000 compared 1o the $82,246 award
ed First In. LN Cuntis received about $18,000 of
the equipment purchases

The district also bought the
In for about $850,000

s from First

Boardmembers said the new process was the
best way 10 go about these purchases

“We went through item by item,” Quinn said
“We even discussed whether we need every
item on the truck.”

One item not included in the district’s final
purchase list was two additional thermal-imag
ing cameras which allow firefighters to locate
people and fire in smoky buildings by the heat
they give off

Northwest Fire purchased three cameras last
year with a $280,000 grant awarded by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency.

The board voted 3-0 1o pass on the cameras

*I dont think even Tucson (Fire Department)
has more than three. | thought that was gilding
the lilly a bit 100 much,” Quinn said

Piechura said he will probably bring the pur

|

chase of more thermal imaging cameras back
before the board in the next few months. The
district is among applicants applying for grants
from a $160 million federal grant pool with the
hopes of being able to buy more of the cameras
and update other equipment

The three new fire trucks were purchased as
part’ of the district's 23 property tax
increase for this fiscal year which will also pay

cent

for adding 27 new firefighters during the next
three years,

Regular NWFD critic and member of the
Pima Association of Taxpayers, Jim Schuh said
he was surprised, but pleased that the board
divided its purchases among three vendors

In other business,
with Madden opposing, to move the district

the board voted 2-1
administration office from its current location,
4701 N. La Cholla Bivd, to 5225 W.
Massingale Bivd. NWFD has agreed to lease
the facility, with the ability to purchase it at
any time during the 10-year lease, Benavidez
said

The building itself will cost $720,000, if the
district opts to buy it. NWFD's administrative
staff has begun preparing the move, which is
expected to take place during January

Piechura said all that remains to prepare
the building is the installation of a phone sys
tem. Its existing system is analog and he said
the district requires it to be

digital, which will

cost Northwest Fire an additional $18,000. ©

e po—

*(PR: 6 to 10 p.m. ot NWFD,

X. Orange Grove. Costis $12
\\resxdenrs, S17 for others.
\ \tequired. 7424749
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Basio CPR — Northwest Fire/R
cue District Prevention Of
1520 W. Orange Grove Ro
Class space is limi
Northwest Fire/Rescue registration is re
will offer Basic CPR from 6 : tration fees are s
10 p.m. Thursday. 610 p.m. $12 for ¢
Class space is limited and  § f:r?" b
advance registration is re v
quired. Call 7424749,
Registration fees for the
class are $12 for district resi- ]
dents and $17 for those liv- ZNW _ARIZONA DAH LY STAR / Thursday, January 17, 2002
Ing outside the district. Fees =
are non-refundable.

All classes are at the dis- est
trict office, 1520 W. Orange

Grove Road.
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Personal | S
Resource '
Center

Local programs and —
classes for families TODAY

=R b Basic CPR — Northwest Fire/Res-

cue District Prevention ()fhu
B Baslc CPR - ‘\mr{h\\ est Fm” Res- 1520 W. Orange Grove Road
C L'JP District Prevention Office, 1520 Class space is limited, and pre-
W. Orange Grove Road. Class space fogistration is required. Regis-
i tration fees are non-refundable
Sl é
is limited, and preregistration is re- 610 p.m. $12 district residents,
quired, Rem\[mr,on fees are l\\ )1 / oL ](\]d(’ e anh '1(5 7424749
fhl‘.ddblL 610 p.m. Jan. 17. & ' )
Fict residents; $17 othere-*

— e ———




2002
January R3&rt RWOLL Explorer




