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INTRODUCTION

The history of Bisbee is an account not only of mar-

velous development of natural resources and industry but

of the admirable growth of people and institutions. Sixty

years ago Bisbee consisted of five inhabitants living in

rude huts huddled in a nook in the Mule Mountainsl of

southeastern Arizona; today it is an industrial city with

a population of 25,000, stretching for miles up and down

the canyons .

It was the age-old lure of substantial things that

sent the prospectors to Mule Gulch, but their adventures

were only novel incidents in the continuous search for

riches. Those who dreamed of the thrills of the original

discovery of ore failed to realize the tremendous labor

and capital necessary for the extraction of the copper

from the mountains. Few realized the faith which was nec-

essary to warrant the expenditure of huge sums of money

before even a dollar of value was returned. But belief

in the district was not misplaced. Nature yielded to the

forces of modern life and from a mushroom camp Bisbee grew

1. The southeastern Dragoon Mountains were so called
because of two prominent peaks which resembled the ears of
a mule when viewed from the upper end of Sulphur Spring
Valley,



to be one of the largest copper producing centers of the

world.

The true history of Bisbee must include events which

mark the progress of the discovery of ore, the staking of

claims, the development of mines, striking events and dra-

matic episodes; it must include the social and economic

life of the people, their religion, their schools, their

occupations, labor conditions, and the organization of

capital.

In this narrative of the splendid progress which

separates the Bisbee of 1877 from the Bisbee of 1937, it

has been the purpose of the writer to describe the occu-

pations, the amusements, the dissemination of knowledge;

to recount the many improvements which have eradicated

disease and lessened misery and hardships and multiplied

the conveniences of life and ministered to the happiness

of the people; and to note how in little more than a half

century Bisbee grew rapidly to a city of industrial in-

fluence. Nor has it been less the aim of the writer to

show how her mines and her trade and commerce flourished

together; to review impartially her historic labor crisis;

and to describe the rise and progress of the great corpor-

ations and the ingenuity which became fruitful in a power-

ful industrial combination which owns and controls the city

of Bisbee.



CHAPTER I

BISBEE: THE PLACE OF THE PROSPECTOR

From 1877 to 1879, when Mule Gulch had scarcely been

touched by the hand of man and hardly a trail could be

found leading into the lower end of Mule Pass, the advance

guard of early prospectors came to explore the mountains

for ore. The hills were covered with trees and manzanita

bushes. Among jungles of willows and wild grapevines,

mountain streams ran down the two gorges. Birds and ani-

mals, including wild game, abounded. It was in the late

seventies that ore was discovered and the locality of the

Mule Mountains, little known except for the occassional

military scouting party or band of smugglers, became the

place of the prospectors.

John (Jack) Dunn, the first discoverer of ore in the

Mule Mountains, was a man of more than ordinary ability.

He was a dashing, daring figure, six feet, eight or nine

inches in height, rather slim and rawboned, and of a

sandy complexion. he did not attempt to lead a person to

believe that all was gold that glittered. Like other

men with whom you came in contact, he was anxious to know

where you came from, where you were going, if you intended
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to locate in Arizona, and so on. 1 Dunn was a government

scout in the late seventies, and was known to have been

a gallant soldier and a man of high character, intelli-

gence, and education, and a great western frontieraman. 2

It was John Dunn who first discovered copper ore in

the Bisbee District. It has been said that the presence

of ore in the Mule Mountains was known as early as 1876, 3

one year before Ed Schiefflin discovered the rich silver

ores of Tombstone, but the first recorded mining claim

was located on August 2, 1877. 4 The government scouting

party, of which John Dunn was a member, came down from

Fort Bowie scouting for Indians. They made their way

into the Mule Mountains in quest of water and to see if

the Indians made a place of retreat there. The party

stopped and camped at the first spring, afterwards known

1. Duncan, James F. "'The Very Beginnings of Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, :Nov. 12, 1911, p. 9.

2. McClintock, James H. Arizona, vol. II, p. 424.

After a colorful career in the west, John Dunn
bought a farm in Connecticut and went there to live. He
died soon after going East, he was the father of the
late George Dunn of Bowie and Bisbee, Arizona. Zipf,
gaiter. "Stalwarts of the Last Frontier," Bisbee Daily
Review, April 29, 1934, p. 7.

3. Douglas, Dr. James. "Memoirs," Copper aulen
Bulletin June, 1922, p. 7.

4. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Mines,
Book 1, p. 100.
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as the Iron Spring. 5 The water at the Iron Spring did

not agree with the men, and the next morning Dunn started

up the gulch in further search of good drinking water.

lie located a fine spring flowing from a high rock, known

today as Castle Rock. 6 On his way back to camp, he went

down on the north side of the gulch and on the east side

of a large rock, called the Iron Monster, he found the

ore in place. 7 Taking some samples of ore, he proceeded

to camp and informed Lieutenant Rucker of the discovery

of water, and also of the find of ore. The scouting

party broke camp and went up to the spring at the base

of Castle Rock. Then Lieutenant J. A. Rucker, John Dunn,

and T. D. Byrne made the location of the first mine in

the Bisbee District and called it the Rucker. 8

George Warren became a prospector by force of circum-

stances. Warren was born in Massachusetts about 1835.

His mother died when he was quite young and he lived with

a maiden aunt until he was ten years old, when he went to

New Mexico to join his father, a government teamster, who

later became a government herder. One day while out with

5. Barkell, Mrs, Howard. "History of Schools in
Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug, 3, 1931, p. 1.

6. Ibid.

rt. Duncan, "The Very Beginnings of Bisbee,' Bisbee
Daily Review, Nov. 12, 1911, p. 9.

8. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Mines,
Book 1, p. 100.
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a herd of horses, George and his father were attacked by

Indians. His father was killed and George was wounded

and captured. He remained a prisoner for eighteen months._

His captors met some white prospectors, who, after seeing

young Warren, a white boy, with the Indians, traded fif-

teen pounds of sugar for him. Warren remained with these

men for some time, learned prospecting from them, and af-

terwards became a prospector himself. 9

George Warren was connected with the location of many

of the early mining claims. After hearing John Dunn's

story of the discovery of ore, Warren came to the Mule

Mountains and located the second mining claim in the Bis-

bee District. John Dunn returned with the scouting party

to Camp Bowie, going up Brewery Gulch to the divide, then

down the north side of Dixie Canyon, where they scouted

for some time, then on down the gulch to Sulphur Spring

10Valley.	 On his way to Camp Bowie, Dunn met George War-

ren, whom he told about the discovery of copper ore in

the Mule Mountains, John Dunn grub-staked George Warren

and sent him to Mule Gulch. In return, Warren was to name

Dunn in all notices of locations of mines that he could

9. hart, James H. History of George Warren,
Unpublished Manuscript, Arizona Pioneers' Historical
Society, march 14, 1926,

10. Duncan, The Very Beginnings of Bisbee. Bisbee
Daily Aeview, iiov. 12, 1911, p. 9.
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locate. 11 Warren failed to comply with this agreement.

Instead of going to the Mule Mountains, he made his way

to Fort Huachuca, then in company with others, he returned

to the Mule Mountains, and, one mile up Mule Pass Canyon

from Iron Spring, he located the Mercy Mine, September 27,

1877,12 just fifty-six days after the Rucker Mine had

been located by John Dunn. For about six months after

the location of the Mercy Mine, Warren's name appears in

the record of mines either as locator or witness in con-

nection with the location of about a dozen claims, among

them the Warren, located, September 28, 1877, the Silver

Queen, located, September 28, 1877 9 the Mohawk, located,

October 12, 1877, the McKane, located, October 12, 1877,

and the Devonivie, located, October 16, 1877. 13 In the

latter part of October, Warren went to Tucson, where he

met D. B. Rea. 14 He induced Rea to go to the Mule Moun-

tains. On December 4, 1877, Rea, Warren, and Chapin lo-

cated the Rob Mine, 15 which later became the Mammoth by

11. Ibid.

12, Cochise County Transcribed Record of Mines,
Book 1, pp. 111 and 112.

13. Ibid., pp. 137, 138, 140, 141, and Book 6,
p. 799.

14. Duncan, James Y. "More of Bisbee's Early
History," Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 19, 1911, p, 1.

lb. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Mines,
Book 1, pp. 147 and 148.
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relocation. On December 5, 1877, George Warren, Patrick

Dyer, and Richard Twomay located the iieptune Mine, and

it3trren's name is connected with the location of the Vir-

ginia Mine on December 14, 1877.16

The Halcro Line, located one and one-half miles

west of Iron spring and near the west end of the Rucker

Mine on December 14, 1877 by hugh J. Jones, Joseph Halcro,

and harry McCoy, 17 was the original Copper Queen Claim,

which became one of the greatest copper mines in the world.

halcro and his partners did the assessment work according

to law, but Jones gave up his interest in the Halcro in

disgust and rode his mule toward other beckoning moun-

tain ranges, because his claim in Mule Gulch showed only

"copper stain." Jones was "looking for silver, not cop-

per stain." 18 he clearly did not have a fleeting dream

that this ground which became the property of the Copper

Queen Mining Company, and later that of the Phelps Dodge

Corporation, one of the world's foremost copper producers,

would in coming years yield up vast stores of rich copper

ore which has since paid over 41200,000„000 in dividends. 19

16, Cochise County Transcribed Record of :Lines,
Book 1 $ pp, 153, 154, and 156.

17. Ibid., pp. 154 and 155.

18. Clipping s _Bisbee Daily Review, Oct. 19, 1924,
Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

19, motz, Ralph L. "'Warren Mining District has
Shown Expansion," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3 s 1931, p. 1.
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The first smelter erected in Bisbee ended in failure.

D. B. Rea, whom George Warren had induced to come to the

Mule Mountains, went back to Tucson, and in April, 1878,

returned accompanied by Warner Buck, who had some know-

ledge of assaying and smelting ores. Rea, Buck, and War-

ren erected a small furnace upon what is now Main Street. 2°

It was operated with a hand bellows--such as was used by

blacksmiths of that time--to furnish the blast. After

working in the Hendricks Mine and trying for some time

to smelt the ore, they succeeded in making some copper

matte, which was shipped to New York, but gave no returns.

During the first year of its existence the smelter failed

to pay expenses, and the first smelter venture ended. 21

Among the early prospectors who came to the Bisbee

District, George Warren stands out as the most dramatic.

Besides being shot and captured by Indians when he was

a small boy, he was shot through the neck when fighting

a duel, and, on other occassions, was shot in one arm and

in one leg. 22 It was to bring a barrel of whisky for

George Warren that the first wagon and team was driven

20. Duncan, "The Very Beginnings of Bisbee," Bisbee
Daily Review, Nov. 12, 1911, p. 9.

21. Ibid.

22. Hart, History of George Warren, Unpublished Man-
uscript, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, March 14,
1926.
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into the Mule Mountains. 23 Although an active prospector,

most of Warren's mining property was either lost or sold

within a few years. While famous for his early activi-

ties in the Bisbee camp, Warren came to be an inconspic-

uous figure in the district, and, for a number of years

after his death, he was practically forgotten.

One of the important dramatic events in the history

of Bisbee was the footrace in which George Warren risked

and lost his interest in the Copper Queen Mine. The race

was run in Charleston, and not in Bisbee, as many have

been led to believe. 24 George Warren and George Atkins,

both having had a few drinks, began to argue about the

speed and agility of a man and a horse. Warren claimed

that he could run the short distance of a hundred yards 25

on foot, turn a stake driven in the ground, and run back

to where he started, faster than a man could travel the

same distance on horseback. Atkins offered to take him

up and the wager was some of Warren's mining claims

23. Warren, J. H. Interview, Aug. 18, 1936.

24. Shattuck, L. C. "Indian Raid Scare," Clip-
ping, Bisbee Daily Review, Copper Queen Library Scrap-
book.

"The race was run up the gulch." Douglas,
"Memoirs," Copper Queen Bulletin, June, 1922, p.'7.

25. Duncan, "Yore of Bisbee's Early History,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 19, 1911, p. 1.
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against some of Atkins's mining claims. 26 Warren's reas-

oning was alright in the theory that he could gain enough

in rounding the stake to more than make up what the horse

would gain in running the distance to and from the stake.

Where he erred was in allowing the distance between the

stake and the finish line to be too great. Atkins's

horse lost in turning the stake but he more than made it

up on the flat, 27 and Warren lost the $20,000,000, which

his one-ninth interest in the Copper Queen Mine has since

paid. 28

George Warren lost the remainder of his property in

the district through the unscrupulous greed and selfish-

ness of some of his associates. In 1881, he was charged

with insanity and George Praidham was appointed his guard-

ian, under $500 bond. 29 The estate of the unfortunate

26. Shattuck, "Indian Raid Scare," Clipping, Bisbee
Daily Review, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

"If Atkins beat Warren, Atkins was to receive
Warren's interest in the Copper Queen; if Warren beat
Atkins, Warren was to receive Atkins's horse. Duncan,
"More of Bisbee's Early History," Bisbee Daily Review,
Nov. 19, 1911, p. 1.

27. Shattuck, "Indian Raid Scare," Clipping, Bisbee
Daily Review, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

28. "George Warren's interest in the Copper Queen
was legally conveyed to George Atkins in consideration
of $100. Duncan, "More of Bisbeetz Early History,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov, 19, 1911, p. 1.

29. Spears, George H. "A Wild West Town that Grew
Up," Los Angeles Times sanam Magazine, Aug. 2, 1931, p. 7.
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prospector consisted of an interest in three claims: One-

twelfth interest in the Mammoth Mine, one-third interest

in the Safford, and one-third interest in the Crescent. 3°

The total of his mine property was valued at and sold for

025. 31 Warren was detained only a short time. After

others had secured all the money from the sale of his

property, Warren was released, his dementia evidently hav-

ing been of a very mild character. 32

George Warren made his last mining venture in Mexico

and then returned to Bisbee, where he spent the declining

years of his life. In 1885, he discovered a mine in Mex-

ico, and, in order to hold it, he became a citizen of

that country. 33 While there, he practically sold him-

self into peonage and was working out a debt of forty dol-

lars-, acting as court interpreter for the district judge

at Oposura, Sonora, Mexico, at twenty-five cents (in Mex-

ican money) a day, 34 when Judge G. H. Berry heard of him,

went to his rescue, and paid the a mount of the indebtedness

30. Duncan, "More of Bisbee's Early History," Bisbee
Daily Review, Nov. 19, 1911, p. 1.

31. Ibid.

32. Ibid.

33. Hart, History of George Warren, Unpublished Man-
uscript, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, March 14,
1926.

34. Ibid.
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for him. 35 Warren then returned to Bisbee, where he lived

until his death, which occurred about 1895. 36 During the

last years of his life, he earned a precarious living, re-

ceiving some help from the Copper queen Mining Company, 37

supplemented by what he obtained as a blacksmith and tool

dresser. 38 He finally became what the miners telmed a

"rounder." That is, he would go around to the different

saloons and do odd jobs--sweep the floors or clean the

cuspidors--for a drink of whisky. 39 As a result of an in-

vestigation set on foot by the Bisbee Lodge of Elks 4° in

1914, George Warren's grave was found in Evergreen Ceme-

tery in Bisbee, identified only by a small, crude, wooden

headboard, sadly rotted and weatherbeaten, marked "G. W."

The body was transferred to - a more prominent location

and provided with a monument more fitting the last rest-

ing place of the "Father of the Camp. H41

35. Duncan, "More of Bisbee's Early History," Bisbee
Daily Review, Nov. 19, 1911, p. 1.

36. Hart, History of George Warren, Unpublished Man-
uscript, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, Mar. 14, 1926.

37. Duncan, "Yore of Bisbee's Early History," Bisbee
Daily, Review, Nov. 19, 1911, p. 1.

38. Hart, History of George Warren, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneer's Historical Society, Mar, 14, 1926.

39. Warren, J. H. Interview, Aug. 18, 1936.

40. McClintock, Arizona, vol. II, p. 424.

41. Douglas, "Memoirs," Copper Queen Bulletin, June,
1922, p. 7.
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In 1878, two important relocations and some sales

and divisions of mining claims were made. On December 15,

1878, the Copper Queen Mine, the original Halcro, was re-

located by George H. Eddleman and Marcus A. Herring. 42

On December 17, 1878, the Copper King Mine, 43 the orig-

inal Mercy, was relocated by D. B. Rea and Marcus A. Her-

ring .44 On December 31, 1878, Herring and Eddleman deed-

ed to D. B. Rea a one-third interest in the Copper Queen

Claim. Rea divided his one-third interest with Warner

Buck and George Warren, giving each one-third of his one-

third interest. Herring deeded to G. W. Anshurtz and

George Klein a one-sixth interest in each of the claims,

the Copper Queen and the Copper King, for assessment work

done on the Copper Queen. 45 The sale and development of

the Copper queen group of claims will be discussed in the

next chapter.

Among the rocks and cliffs of the Mule Mountains,

where the prospector discovered a storehouse of wealth,

42. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Mines,
Book 6, p. 656.

43. This claim was located on the south side of
Main Street, just back of and extending southwest from
the present parking space in front of the post office.
Cochise County Transcribed Record of Mines, Book 6 /

p.• 656.

44. Cochise County. Transcribed Record of Mines,
Book 6, p. 656.

45. Cochise County, Transcribed Record of Deeds to
Mines, Book 4, pp. 523-525.
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he built his home, and a new town began its history.

Sixteen claims were located in 1877; 46 during the follow-

ing year, 1878, forty-seven more locations were recorded; 47

and, in 1879 fifty-three additional locations were made. 48

The gulch was fenced with brush for some distance up the

sides of the mountains. 49 Near a spring which bubbled up

across the canyon from Castle Rock was the rock cabin of

D. B. Rea and George Warren, and just below where the flood-

gates were later located50 was the cabin of Joe Dyer. In

the middle of the gulch about halfway between the rock

cabin and the Dyer cabin, stood the remains of the smelter

used by Rea and Warren. Directly across the gulch from

the Dyer cabin was the tent of Charley Vincent, a veteran

of the Civil War. On the south side of the gulch, just
0

below Vincent's tent was the cabin51 of Marcus A. Herring

46. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Mines,
Books 1-6.

47. Ibid.

48. Ibid.

49. The fence was where Colonel William Herring
built his house, "The C n stle," in 1880. Duncan, "The
Very Beginnings of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 12,
1911, p. 9.

50. The floodgates were located back of and to the
north of the Angius Building, now occupied by the J. C.
Penny Co. Store, Warren, J. H. Interview, Aug. 18, 1936.

51. Its east side was at the present location of the
east side of the Angius Building. Duncan, "The Very Begin-
nings of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 12, 1911, p. 9.
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and George Eddleman, both of whom had served in the Union

army during the Civil War. 52 The camp even then had some

history. The little Rea Furnace of 1878, from which matte

had been shipped, had failed to pay expenses. There had

been two deaths. Late in August, 1878, two of the locat-

ors of the Neptune and another mine, Joe Herring53 and Pat-

rick Dyer, were at the San Pedro River, about four miles

west of the Slaughter Ranch. While there, they were both

stricken with fever. As they were being brought to camp,

a heavy rain overtook them, and they developed typhoid

pneumonia, from which they soon died. 54 They were buried

in their blankets just below a big oak tree, 55 which stood

on the hillside north of Main Street. The prospector, led

onward by the lure of copper and precious metals, penetrat-

ed the hills and pioneered the way for a new town. By 1879,

there were in the Mule Mountains many signs of the handi-

work and habitation of man. The place of the prospector

became an infant mining camp.

52. Duncan, "The Very Beginnings of Bisbee," Bisbee 
Daily Review, Nov. 12, 1911, p. 9.

53. Joe Herring was no relation to Marcus A. Herring.
He was a brother of the late Colonel William Herring of
Tucson. Duncan, "The Very Beginnings of Bisbee," Bisbee
Daily, Review, Nov. 12, 1911, p. 9.

54. Duncan, "The Very Beginnings of Bisbee," Bisbee
Daily Review, Nov. 12, 1911, p. 9.

55. These graves were later enclosed in Ben Wil-
liams's back yard. Duncan, "The Very Beginnings of Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 12, 1911, p. 9.



CHAPTER II

BISBEE: THE RISE OF THE CORPORATION

The region of the Mule Mountains, uninhabited by

white man before 1877, had riches which the world demanded,

and which nature must at last give up. The rich copper de-

posits found on Copper Queen Hill attracted capital, labor,

and management. San Francisco interests purchased the

Copper Queen Mine and formed the Copper Queen Mining Com-

pany. Eastern capital secured the Neptune and the Atlanta

claims. A throng of miners flocked thither, mining experts

came, shafts were sunk, and ore was extracted. They found

precious hoards, opened a field of industry, and settled

a town. Out of an infant mining camp grew a definite com-

munity; and from mall beginnings a great corporation was

created.

The Copper Queen group of mining claims, which began

to attract attention from the outside as early as 1879,

was sold to San Francisco interests and the Copper Queen

Mining Company was organized early in 1880. About the

middle of December, 1879, Professor Cox, state mineral-

ogist of Indiana, visited the camp, and, after examining

the claims, made an offer of $17,000 for eight claims

and the mill site and spring at the base of the Iron
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Monster. 1 The offer was refused. About the same time,

D. T. Reeder and a friend by the name of Richards de-

posited $9,000 in L. Zeckendorf's store in Tucson, and,

in the course of conversation, told Zeckendorf about the

new mining camp, and that they were going to the Mule

Mountains to look at the Copper queen Mine, with a view

to buying it. 2 Zeckendorf told Edward Reilly, 3 a spec-

ulator of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, who was in Tucson at

the time, what he had heard about the new and apparent-

ly rich mining fields in the Mule Mountains, and loaned

him money to make a trip of inspection. 4 Reilly went

to the camp and looked over the claims. The Copper

Queen cut was then four feet wide and ran ten feet into

1. Duncan, "The Very Beginnings of Bisbee," Bisbee 
Daily Review, Dec. 12, 1911, p. 9.

2. Ibid.

3. Edward Reilly had been associated with Thad
Stevens of Lancaster, Pennsylvania in the practice of law.
After the death of his son, who was killed in a wreck on
the Pennsylvania Central Railroad, Reilly went West for a
change. To keep his mind occupied so he would not be con-
stantly brooding over the loss of his son, he engaged in
the mining business. He went first to Elko, Nevada, where
he invested in a copper mine and erected a smelter. Lewis
Williams became his superintendent. The venture was a
failure and Reilly lost considerable money. From Elko,
Nevada, he went to Tucson, Arizona. Duncan, "The Very Be-
ginnings of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Dec. 12, 1911,
p. 9.

4. Some Early History of Bisbee," Copper Queen
Bulletin, June, 1922, p. 7.
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the side of the hill. At the cut there was a half ton of

fine green carbonate ore, which assayed twenty-two per cent

copper. 5 Reilly became enthusiastic and bought the Copper

Queen and the Copper King mining claims. On April 9, 1880,

Marcus A. Herring, George H. Eddleman, G. W. Anshurtz, and

George Klein conveyed their two-thirds interest in the

Copper Queen and their interest in the Copper King to Ed-

ward Reilly for $9,000. 6 On April 10, 1880, D. B. Rea,

George W. Atkins, and W. F. Bradley 7 conveyed their one-

third interest in the Copper Queen and their interest in

the Copper King to Edward Reilly for $6,000. 8 Reilly de-

posited a deed in escrow, and gave $800 as a bonus of

good faith. 9 He then went to San Francisco to market his

option on the claims. Through the mining firm of Williams

and Bisbee, Reilly began negotiations with the engineering

firm of Martin and Ballard. On April 15, 1880, John Ballard,

5. Duncan, "The Very Beginnings of Bisbee," Bisbee
Daily Review, Nov. 12, 1911, p. 9.

6. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Deeds to
Mines, Book 4, pp. 523-525.

7. After D. B. Rea divided his one-third interest
in the Copper Queen Claim with darner Buck and George
Warren, Buck sold his one-ninth interest to W. F. Brad-
ley. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Deeds to
Mines, Book 4, pp. 523-525.

8. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Deeds to
Mines, Book 4, p. 350.

9. Duncan, James F. "Interesting Happenings During
the First Year of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Dec. 3,
1911, p. 1,
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Edward Reilly, Ben Williams, 1° and John Williams, Sr.--

went to the Mule Mountains and made a thorough examina-

tion of the Copper Queen group of mining claims. John

Williams, Sr. advised Ballard that a custom smelter in

Mule Gulch would be profitable, even if the Copper

Queen Mine proved a failure; that there was plenty of

ore in sight in the camp to supply a smelter; and that

the owners of the claims would gladly furnish the ore

in order to get their properties opened up preparetory

to placing on the market. 12 On the advice of John Wil-

liams, Sr., Martin and Ballard took a bond on the Cop-

per Queen for the sum of $20,000. 13 According to an

agreement reached on May 12, 1880, the firm of Martin and

Ballard was to furnish the money to work the claims and

furnaces to smelt the ore,  and was to own seven-tenths of

the Copper Queen mine, furnaces, and smelting business

and two-thirds of the Copper King, while Reilly was to

10. Ben Williams was at that time working at the
Huachuca Mountains on a mine for W. B. Scott of Charles-

Y2; ori)'InTee: nril;leoseeiga; i1;11:1= 31=g, t171.11nt. 1.

11. John Williams, Sr., the senior member of the
firm of Williams and Bisbee, was the father-in-law of
Judge DeWitt Bisbee, of the s aine firm, and was the fath-
er of Ben Williams. Duncan, "Interesting Happenings Dur-
ing the First Year of Bisbee, " Bisbee Daily Review, Dec.
3, 1911, p. 1.

12. Duncan, "Interesting Happenings During the First
Year of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Dec. 3, 1911, p. 1.

13. McClintock, Arizona, vol. II, p. 426.
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own three-tenths of the Copper Queen mine, furnaces,

and smelting business and one-third of the Copper King. 14

The Martin, Ballard, Reilly interests constituted the

original Copper Queen Mining Company.

Active operations on the Copper queen Mine were

started and a smelter was built in 1880. A party in-

cluding Lewis Williams, brother of Ben Williams,

A. C. McClain, Marshall Mitchell, Horace C. Stillman,

and others camped at the foot of the hill near the Cop-

per queen Mine on June 15, 1880. 15 A few days later

John Ballard, W. H. Martin, Edward Reilly, and John Wil-

liams, Sr. took charge of the force and began clearing

off the hillside, prospecting for ore. 16 While work

progressed on the mine, machinery for the smelter ar-

rived, and in sixty days, Lewis Williams, with a force

of men, had erected immediately below the open cut of

the mine a 36-inch waterjacket furnace for the smelt-

ing of ore. 17 The first furnace run, made on August 20,

1880, 18 was a failure on account of insufficient water,

14. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Deeds to
Mines, Book 4, pp. 528 and 529.

15. Duncan, "Interesting Happenings During the
First Year of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Dec. 3, 1911,
p. 1.

16. Ibid.

17. Ibid.

18. Ibid.
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The water pipes leading from the spring to the tank were

too small. After some of the minor defects were remedied,

there was no further trouble. 19 Ben Williams became su-

perintendent of the mines, while Lewis Williams remained

in charge of the smelter. 20 Thus an infant industry

sprang up in Mule Gulch.

The Neptune Mining Company began extensive opera-

tions in Bisbee but soon failed. In February, 1880,

after the death of Joe Herring, his brother, Colonel

William Herring, of New York, made a trip West to take

possession of his property. Colonel Herring placed

such a high value on the claims that he returned East

and organized a company to work them. The capital was

largely subscribed in Hartford, Connecticut. Colonel

Herring was managing director of the company, and one

of the Raht brothers was superintendent. In March, 1880,

the company began developing a group of seven claims

southeast of the Copper Queen group of claims. 21 Be-

cause of the scarcity of water in Bisbee, the Neptune

smelting works were built fifteen miles away at Hereford,

on the San Pedro River. 22 The company extracted a small

19. Douglas, "Memoirs," Copper s22212 Bulletin,
June, 1922, p. 7.

20. Ibid.

21. "Bisbee's Early History," Copper Queen Bul-
letin, June, 1922, p. 7.

22. Ibid.
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quantity of surface ore south of Copper Queen Hill,

but no really effective exploration was done. Mr. Raht,

as well as many other mining experts of that time, did

not know that profitable ore deposits were far below

the surface. The company's capital was soon spent on

the smelter, the roads to Hereford, the "Castle" (Col-

onel Herring's house), 23 and some very superficial ex-

plorations. 24 Early in 1881, active work was abandoned

by the company. 25

By August, 1880, the settlement in the Mule Moun-

tains had grown sufficiently to warrant the establish-

ment of a town and post office. Its business center

23. Colonel Herring's house was afterwards used
as the custom house. Warren, J. H. Interview, Aug. 18,
1936.

24. "Bisbee's Early History," Copper Queen Bulletin,
Tune, 1922, p. 7.

25, A small debt, secured by mortgage bonds, tas
contracted by the company, The property was leased and
the smelter was removed to the mines by the leasers.
Some good ore was found in the Spray Mine, but it did
not pay. Failure after failure forced the bondholders,
in 1882, to sell the property by sheriff's sale. It
was bought by the Holbrook and Cove Company. In 1892,
the Holbrook and Cove Company incorporated with the
Copper queen Mining Company. For years, the orebodies
of the Neptune group of claims--reached by underground
development--were among the most productive of the
Copper queen Mining Company's property. Besides their
rich copper deposits, small quantities of silver were
found. "Bisbee's Early History," Copper Queen Bulletin,

- June, 1922, p. 7.
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had four saloons, a brewery, 26 from which Brewery Gulch

received its name, and several other wooden buildings,

including the store of General Allen and a mercantile

store erected by W. B. Scott. 27 More than two hundred

mining claims had been located28 and a mining industry

had been well established. The influx of strangers

was so great that it became necessary to have some

system of maintaining order. Some of the leading cit-

izens held a meeting, at which they decided to apply to

the board of supervisors of Pima County for the appoint-

ment of peace officers. James F. Duncan29 was made

26. Kelly, George H. "Arizona in 1881," Arizona
Historical Review, Jan., 1929, p. 86.

27. Duncan, James F. "Stories of the Early Days
in Cochise County," Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911,
P e 1.

28. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Mines,
Books 1-6.

29. James F. Duncan, veteran of the Civil War,
early settler in the Mule Mountains, and first justice
of the peace in Bisbee, was born in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, June 15, 1839. He was educated in the public
schools of Pennsylvania and in a large Pittsburg mer-
cantile college. He later served an apprenticeship as
blacksmith and worked at that trade until the beginning
of the Civil War, when he enlisted in the Union Army.
He participated in the second battle of Bull Run, the
battles of Cedar Mountain, Antietam, Chancellorsville,
and Gettysburg. He was with General Sherman on the
Atlanta campaign and took part in every battle of the
campaign until the fall of Atlanta, September 3, 1864.
He was with the corps when it reached Savannah, Decem-
ber 22, and presented President Lincoln with that city
as a Christmas gift. His company went from Savannah
to Durham, North Carolina, where Joseph E. Johnson
surrendered to Sherman, April 26, 1865. They arrived
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justice of the peace and William Fenton was chosen con-

stable. The sheriff of Pima County appointed Orrin

House, deputy sheriff, and the territorial secretary of

the treasury appointed Preston Sandifer, notary public.

The newly appointed officers were given a copy of the

territorial statute of 1873 and in August, 1880, it be-

came their duty to maintain law and order in the commu-

nity. 30 Up to that time, the postal service had been

in private hands. John Watson ran a buckboard from

Charleston to Mule Gulch, carrying mail and passengers

three times a week. He charged ten cents each for let-

ters and for packages according to weight. September 7,

1880, the post office was installed in the store of

General Allen, with Horace C. Stillman, postmaster.

The mail was then carried from Tombstone by the Kinnear

and Walker Stage Line. 31 Bisbee was the name given to

the new town and post office. It was so named in honor

of Judge DeWitt Bisbee, of the mining firm of Williams

and Bisbee of San Francisco.

at Washington in time for the grand review, after which
Duncan was discharged. After the War, Duncan engaged in
the oil business in Clarion County, Pennsylvania for 12
years. In 1879, he migrated to Arizona, and, after camp-
ing for a time near Tombstone, he located in Mule Gulch,
where for many years he took an active part in the civic
life of the growing mining camp. Conners, Joe. Who's 
Who in Arizona, vol. I, p. 714.

30. Duncan, "Some Interesting Happenings During the
First Year of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Dec. 3, 1911,p.l.

31. Ibid.
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The increased copper industry, of necessity, brought

industrial, political, and social activities to the new

town of Bisbee. Manuel Simas, a Portuguese, and his Mex-

ican wife established the first restaurant in the mining

camp on June 15, 1880. The food was prepared and served

under a large tree. Soon forced to move into better quar-

ters, a house was built, and Simas's restaurant contin-

ued to serve inferior food throughout the early eighties. 32

Preston Sandifer opened the first saloon in Mule Gulch

just above where the floodgates were afterwards placed. 33

Dr. Dunham, the first doctor who came to the district,

has been described as a morphine fiend and a quack. 34 Mrs.

Walk Williams was the first white woman who came to Bis-

bee; a daughter of Charles West was the first white female

child born in the district; and Ben Stillman, son of Hor-

ace C. Stillman, was the first white male child born in

Bisbee. 35 On November 2, 1880, the first general election

was held in Bisbee. The polls were in the back room of

General Allen's store. The election board consisted of

James F. Duncan, inspector, Ben Williams and Edward Hardy,

32, Duncan, "Some Interesting Happenings During the
First Year of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Dec, 3, 1911,
p. 1.

33, Ibid.

34. Ibid,

35. Ibid,
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judges, and Patrick Delaney and another man called

"Little Nick," clerks. Sixty votes were cast. James F.

Duncan was elected justice of the peace, which office he

held for ten or eleven years. George Bridge was elected

constab1e. 36 In December, 1880, at the tent house of

William Davis in Brewery Gulch, Justice of the Peace

James F. Duncan read the ceremony that united in mar-

riage Benjamin Morgan and Miss Jessie Dunton, daughter of

Riley Dunton, and sister of Mrs. Davis. This was the

first wedding in Bisbee. 37

About the time Bisbee was established as a town, an

unwritten law was adopted which declared that Chinamen

should not remain overnight in Bisbee. 38 The origin of

the taboo is not definitely known. In 1880, there was a

great deal of Chinese litigation along the Pacific coast,

and miners who came from California probably brought

with them the prejudice formed there against Orientals.

It has been said, however, that miners from all sections

of the West decided they would not tolerate Chinese cook-

ing in the new camp, and, as a fact, there has never been

36, Duncan, "Some Interesting Happenings During the
First Year of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Dec. 3, 1911,
p. 1.

37, Ibid.

38, "Bisbee's Early History," Copper Queen Bulletin,
June, 1922, p. 7.
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a Chinese restaurant in Bisbee. 39 Any attempt to en-

force such a rule would have been illegal, but it proved

effective, nevertheless. A half century later Chinese

ranchers brought vegetables to the Bisbee markets, but,

with few exceptions, 40 no Chinaman has ever allowed

darkness to overtake him in the Mule Mountains.

Business and the social order of Bisbee was great-

ly simplified, when on February 1, 1881, the eleventh

territorial legislature of Arizona passed a bill creat-

ing Cochise County, with Tombstone as its capita1. 41

Mining claims, deeds to mines, and other business docu-

ments could be recorded in Tombstone, only twenty-eight

miles away, instead of in Tucson, one hundred and five

miles from Bisbee. Order and justice could be more

easily maintained with the added assistance of the more

local county officials and the closer proximity of the

courts 42

39. Spears, "A Wild West Town that Grew Up," Los
Angeles Times Sunday Magazine, Aug. 3, 1931, p.

40. A few years ago a Chinaman from Mexico was
given treatment at the Copper queen Hospital. Ferguson,
Dr. Robert. Interview, May 5, 1935. In 1934, a base-
ball team, including a Chinese boy, spent the night in
Bisbee.

41. Duncan, "Interesting Happenings During the
First Year of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Dec. 3,
1911, p, 1,

42. Among the 160 voters registered in the first
county election, 1882, were many nationalities. Americans
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By 1881, Bisbee, located in the southern part of

the new county of Cochise, had become a busy frontier

mining town. The smelter erected by the Copper queen

Mining Company stood on Main Street on the present site

of the Phelps Dodge Store. A few yards away were the

coke-laden prairie schooners of Jimmie Carr's freighting

system. Wagons loaded with timber came in from the Chir-

icahua Mountains. 43 Mule teams carried ore from the

Neptune Mine over the newly built roads to the Neptune

smelter at Hereford. Besides the smelter, Main Street

had several stores, one small Greek fruit stand, a bar-

ber shop, one or two lodging houses, three restaurants,

and many saloons. 44 Saloons in those days were not

wholly grogshops. The average saloon contained, besides

its bar, a watchmaker's shop, a shoemaker's shop, and

poker tables. 45 Court was often held in the White House

Saloon. The saloon was, in fact, a step between savagry

led, but there were Irish, Scotch, English, and Welsh;
there were a few from Germany, Switzerland, Nova Scotia,
Luxemburg, Austria, Canada, and Denmark. Hutchinson,
J. L., County Recorder. "Only 160 Voters Registered in
Bisbee in 1882," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug, 3, 1931, D. 4.

43. Chisholm, Joe. "Pioneer Editor Gives Views
of Early History," Clipping, Copper queen Library
Scrapbook.

44. Burgess, Opie Rundle. A Glance Backward at
Bisbee, Unpublished Document, University of Arizona
Library.

45. Chisholm, "Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early
History," Clipping, Copper queen Library Scrapbook.
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and civilization. It served as a club house for miners

and cowboys. The leading restaurant, the "Can Can," was

crudly furnished. The tables were covered with oilcloth,

spotted with drippings from a candle stuck carelessly in

a beer bottle. The table service included thick earthen

cups and plates, tin spoons, and three-pronged iron

forks. There were no napkins, and, as the men pushed

their chairs back, they wiped their mouths on the backs

of their hands. 46 Mexicans with burros delivered wood,

water, and supplies to the homes which had been built

in the canyons and on the sides of the mountains. In

spite of inconveniencies and seemingly insurmountable

obstacles, a town was rapidly growing up with the mining

industry in the Mule Mountains.

The pioneers of Bisbee had scarcely become estab-

lished in their new homes when they turned their atten-

tion to the education of their children. A public meet-

ing was held, at which a committee was appointed to make

application for a school district. The Bisbee District

became Cochise County School District No. 2. Horace C.

Stillman was elected chairman and Lewis Williams and

James F. Duncan, members of the first school board. 47

46. Burgess, Opie Rundle. "Story Received by the
Committee in Charge of Arizona History Week in Bisbee,"
Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

47. Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.
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The first school in Bisbee was taught by Miss

Clara J. Stillman, of Bridgeport, Connecticut, in 1881. 48

At the beginning of school, October 3, 1881, there was an

enrollment of only five pupils--Nellie Savage, Jo Savage,

Mae Stillman, Willie Munch, and Jimmie Munch. 49 By the

end of the year, however, the enrollment increased to

eleven pupils. 50 A little unused miner's shack in an

isolated spot a short distance up the canyon from Castle

Rock was the first schoolhouse. 51 It had no floor and

had neither doors nor windows. A board or two was left

off the side of the shack where a window or door was de-

sired. Boards supported at the ends by packing boxes

served as desks, and seats were made by placing planks

on nail kegs. The teacher's desk was a flower barrel

turned upside down. Her only luxury was a real chair.

"Webster's Primer" was the only standard textbook used

48. Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5 p. 3.

49. Ibid.

50. Stillman, H. C. C4uestionnaire, 1929, Arizona
Pioneers' Historical Society.

51. Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily, Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.

In recent years this shack, made of redwood
and fastened together with square-cut nails, was con-
verted into the Business and Professional Womens' Club-
house. That portion of the clubhouse with the large
studio window is claimed to be the original schoolhouse.
Dolan, Ruth. Interview, May 10, 1937.
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during the first month of school. This was kept in

stock at Miss Katherine Sweeney's notion store. Any

book that a child could find at home was utilized.

Pens and ink could not be used on the rough surface of

the desks. Lead pencils were used on mmoothe brown pa-

per purchased at the general store. 52 Miss Sweeney soon

laid in a supply of slates and pencils. Slates sold at

seventy-five cents each and pencils at twenty-five cents.

Pencils were broken into pieces so that one pencil would

do for several pupils. 53 The little miner's shack was

used only about four weeks. The Apache Indians were

constantly on the warpath, and many depredations Were

committed by them. A band of them had driven off a num-

ber of horses pastured only a short distance above the

schoolhouse. Parents and townspeople feared that the

isolated position of the schoolhouse was unsafe for

teacher and pupils. They were moved down on Brewery

Gulch, where they occupied the Miners , Union Hal1. 54

As a safety measure, children were taught the Indian

drill. Four blasts from the whistle at the Copper Queen

hoisting works--two short, one long, one short--warned

52. Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.

53. Lockwood, Frank C. Pioneer Days in Arizona,
p. 250.

54. Stillman, Clara J. Letter to Harriet Hankin,
1929, Arizona Pioneers Historical Society.
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the people that there was danger of an Indian attack.

The first signal meant that Indians had been sighted on

the mountains, The children were gathered in groups of

four with hands clasped--to keep them from scattering--

ready to run, but they were not to leave the schoolhouse

until a second signal was heard. The second signal

meant that the Indians were coming closer. The school

children, as well as everyone else in the camp, began

to run for the Copper Queen Mine, where they sought

shelter in the tunnel which ran from Main Street back

into the mountains. Miss Stillman took the children

into the tunnel a number of times because of danger from

Indians. 55 A bucket of drinking water carried, from a

considerable distance, down Tombstone Canyon in sacks on

the back of a burro, was delivered each day by a Mexican

boy at a cost of one dollar per month. 56 When winter

came, the Copper Queen Mining Company furnished firewood,

which was kept chopped by the larger boys. 57 Although

the first effort to educate the young was primitive, it

was praiseworthy, and the first teacher and her small

group of pupils learned many things.

55. Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5. p. 3.

56. Ibid.

57. Ibid.
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The first Christmas celebration in Bisbee, held in

the Miners' Union Hall in 1881, was interrupted by the

danger of an Indian attack. Adults joined with the

children in the merrymaking. The Christmas tree, brought

over from Juniper Flats, was decorated with popcorn, red

berries, and real candles. It was loaded with toys which

had been brought to Bisbee by stage, While Santa Claus

was taking toys from the tree and placing them in the

hands of excited, happy children, his whiskers caught

fire from one of the lighted candles. The whiskers were

quickly removed from Santa's chin, and the gayety went on

for some time, Then in the midst of the celebration, the

men silently picked up their Winchesters and went out

into the night. They had been told that Apache Indians

were skirting the hills. 58

While mining companies were organized in the East

for the purpose of developing mining claims in the Mule

Mountains of Arizona, the Copper queen Mining Company

pushed rapidly forward and continued the most active

company in Bisbee.

In 1881, the orebody which was to make the district

famous was uncovered on the northern exposure of Copper

Queen Hill, The mine consisted of an open cut on an al-

most circular body of ore, approximately sixty feet in

58. Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.
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diameter, which dipped into the hill from a thirty-

degree incline to a depth of four hundred feet. It was

enclosed in limestone with oxide of manganese and iron

and a notable quantity of calcite, but was so rich that

for months the furnace yield was twenty-three per cent

copper bullion. 59 The furnace already in place was sup-

plemented by another of the same size. There was no

hoist, as the ore was extracted from the open cut, under-

neath which the furnaces had been erected. A small break-

er was placed on the hillside below the open cut, and the

broken ore was shot down to the furnace shed below, where

it was smelted in the small furnaces. Water to supply

the engines and furnaces was so scarce that occassional-

ly the smelters had to be shut down. Mr. Martin was

planning a pump line from the San Pedro River, when water

was struck on the 300-foot level of the mine. 60 The ore

was so basic that quartzite boulders, gathered in the

canyon, sometimes had to be added to the furnace charge

as flux. Using wood as fuel, the two furnaces were able

to turn out half a million pounds of copper a month. 61

Although the Copper Queen and the Neptune were the

most active mining companies during the early eighties,

59. "Bisbee's Early History," Copper Queen Bulletin,
Tune, 1922, p. 7.

60. Ibid.

61. Ibid.
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claims had been located for a long distance around them.

Immediately above the Copper Queen Mine a parallel claim,

the Atlanta, had been relocated over an older claim, the

Satisfaction. 62 During the early period of progress of

the Copper Queen Mining Company, the Atlanta Mining

Company had been driving tunnels and following irregular,

torturous streaks of copper from the surface downward in

the hope of discovering another orebody. 63 On the west

side of the Atlanta there was an exposure of lead car-

bonates which extended across the end line into the Hen-

dricks Mine, then owned by the Corbins, who were also

interested in the Toughnut Mine at Tombstone and who had

a smelter at Charleston. John Church was smelting ore

for the Corbins, and, being short of lead, was drawing

this metal from the Hendricks claim. He got permission

to mine the lead carbonate on the Atlanta and made a

down payment of $4,000. That was the only asset to the

credit of the account of the Atlanta Mining Company. 64

A history of Bisbee is incomplete without a consid-

eration of its most prominent character. Dr. James Douglas,

62. Cochise County Transcribed Record of Mines,
Book 1, p. 331 and Book 3, p. 390.

63. Douglas, Dr. James. The Copper Queen Mines and
Works, p. 535.

64. Douglas, Dr. James, "Story of Early Exploration
Work," Bisbee Daily Review, Oct. 19, 1924, p. 1.
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scholar, engineer, geologist, and statesman, came to

Bisbee in 1880. Stamped by the deeply ingrained culture

of many generations, Dr. Douglas, quiet and refined,

seemed out of place in a community of rough frontiersmen.

But, with his fairness, friendliness, and keen sense of

humor, he appreciated the miners in spite of their rough

exterior and they liked him from the beginning. He went

quietly about his business, making friends wherever he

went, and f within a few months, he became the most re-

spected man in Bisbee. Dr. James Douglas, a seer and a

worker, was a mining expert of distinguished reputation.

Dr. Douglas was born in Quebec, Canada, November 4,

1837, of distinguished Scotch parentage. He was edu-

cated in Canada, and, as a boy of fifteen, had traveled

with his father in Europe and Egypt. In the summer of

1853, when only sixteen years of age, he had his first

practical mining experience, when he was sent to watch

some small operations at the Chaudiere gold mines in

which his father was interested. His next mining ex-

perience was a desperate effort to save the family for-

tune, deeply involved in the Harvy Hill Elne. While

professor of chemistry at Morrin College, Quebec, Can-

ada, Dr. Douglas became associated with Dr. Thomas

Steery Hunt, and together they perfected the Hunt-Douglas

leaching process for the treatment of siliceous copper

ores. Dr. Douglas also invented a revolving furnace for
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roasting ores. In 1875, he became superintendent of the

plant of the Chemical Copper Company at Phoenixville,

Pennsylvania. This company was organized for the pur-

pose of extracting copper by the Hunt-Douglas process

from the cupriferous portion of the iron ores of the

Jones Mines in Chester County, Pennsylvania. 65 These

ores were soon exhausted and the company resorted next

to the silver bearing copper mattes of the West. In or-

der to recover the precious metals in the mattes, Dr.

Douglas and Dr. Hunt devised their second process and in-

stituted the practice of refining on a commercial scale.

They were the first to practice this art in America. 65

In December, 1880, Dr. Douglas came to Bisbee for

the purpose of obtaining copper for his plant at Phoenix-

ville; and early in 1881, he had his first view of the

Copper queen Mine, when it was only a cave on the side

of the mountain. Neither the shaft house nor the in-

cline Copper Queen shaft had been completed. 67 Miners

were dumping wheelbarrows of rich green carbonate ore

into the chute which ran down the mountain side to the

smelter. 68 The little furnace was turning out about

65. Sloan, Richard E. and Adams, Ward R. History
of Arizona, vol, III , pp, 7 and 8.

66. Ibid.

67. Chisholm, 4Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early
Historypn Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

68. Ibid.
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one pound of copper for every four pounds of ore treated. 69

Due to a former friendship with Dr. Douglas, Edward Reilly

had shipped the first two carloads of copper bars from the

Copper Queen Mine to the Chemical Copper Works for refin-

ing. The copper from that shipment was so excellent that

Dr. Douglas came to Bisbee to see Reilly and Ben Williams

in regard to obtaining more copper for his plant at Phoenix-

ville.

In the summer of 1881, Phelps Dodge and Company, metal

merchants of New York, conceived the idea of acquiring some

copper mines in the southwest. Early in 1881, William

Church had asked W. E. Dodge, of Phelps Dodge and Company,

for a loan of 450,000 with which to build copper works at

the Longfellow, a mine near Clifton, Arizona. The sub-

ject interested Phelps Dodge and Company, as their Ansonia

Copper Works at Ansonia, Connecticut was at that time treat-

ing Copper Queen copper. Meanwhile, Yr. W. E. Dodge met

Dr. James Douglas, who told him about the Copper queen Mine,

and what he knew from reliable information about the

69. McClintock, Arizona, vol. II, p. 426.

70. "Bisbee's Early History," Copper Queen Bulletin,
June, 1922, p. 7.

Dr. Douglas called on Colonel William Herring
to secure the Neptune copper for his refinery. He was
treated with the utmost courtesy, but failed to get any
copper, because the Neptune was producing little or no
copper. ,,Bisbee's Early History,' Copper Queen Bulletin,
June, 1922, p. 7.
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Longfellow. The story so impressed Mr. Dodge that he

employed Dr. Douglas to make a report on Church's proper-

ty. 71 While in Colorado in the spring of 1881, Dr. Doug-

las received a telegram from D. Willis James, of Phelps

Dodge and Company, asking him to examine the Atlanta min-

ing claims and advise them in regard to buying them.

Upon investigating, Douglas found that sinking in the

Copper Queen Mine had been prosecuted one hundred feet;

that the ore at that level was netting twelve per cent;

that the orebody was near the Atlanta line and would

probably enter the Copper Queen claim if it held out;

and that there was no ore of any value on the surface

of the Atlanta. Dr, Douglas reported to Mr. James per-

sonally and advised him that there might be a legal ques-

tion raised as to the right of the Atlanta to the exten-

sion beyond the Atlanta side line or any orebody originat-

ing on the Copper Queen; and that the risk was too great

to be taken by a purchaser who was not able and prepared

to lose all he invested. 72 Yet Dr. Douglas explained

that he did not believe such an "extraordinarily large

and rich mass of ore, as was exposed in the Copper queen,

constituted either the only deposit, or terminated

71. "Success Comes After Many Failures," Arizona
Mining Journal, Nov. 1, 1923, p. 3.

72. Ibid.
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abruptly within the arbitrary bounds of a single claim." 75

Mr. James decided to take the risk, and, on June 21, 1881,

the adjoining property to the Martin Ballard, Reilly

mining claims was conveyed by John B. Smitham74 and

W. W. White to D. Willis James and W. E. Dodge, Jr. for

$40,000. 75 The members of the firm of Phelps Dodge and

Company took their first plunge into copper mining.

Dr. Douglas began a three year campaign of devel-

opment on the Atlanta. He first laid out a tunnel exact-

ly parallel to the Copper Queen line, but through error

it was actually driven on the Copper Queen claim. That

did not matter, as the tunnel proved to be too low to

strike the Copper Queen, or first, orebody and too high

to intersect the Atlanta, or second, orebody. 76 He then

sank a shaft on one of the small deposits of ore which

cropped out on the east side of the claim, It twisted

in and out in descending, but apparently led to nothing

73. Douglas, The Copper Queen Mines and Works,
pp. 534 and 535.

74. The relocation of the Atlanta mining claim was
made by George W. Atkins on October 15, 1879. Atkins
sold one-fourth of the claim to Saul Shaw and Patrick
Delaney. April 15, 1881, the mine was conveyed by Atkins,
Shaw, and Delaney to James Yann and W. A. Pullman, who
bequeathed it to John B. Smitham. Cochise County Record 
of Deeds to Mines, Book 3, pp. 220-222.

75. Cochise County Record of Deeds to Mines, Book 3,
pp. 220-222.

76. Douglas, "Story of Early Exploration Work,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Oct. 19, 1924, p. 1.
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of consequence and was abandoned. Had it been followed

two hundred feet, it would have led to the big orebody

two years in advance of its discovery. 77 Dr . Douglas

then sank a shaft at the west end, where there was an

outcrop of copper. It was Larger and continued larger

in depth than the narrow streaks of ore on the east end,

but did not open up into a profitable orebody, though

it was known later that it could have been followed into

something more important. 78 By 1884, Yr. Tames and Mr.

Dodge had become thoroughly disgusted. They had spent

$80,000 and over two years_on explorations that had not

yielded a carload of ore. A meeting with Dr. Douglas

was held in New York. The only underground trail Doug-

las could recommend worth following was a narrow vein

of ore crossing the Atlanta line from the big Copper

Queen orebody. It could be reached only by sinking a

shaft from the surface and drifting, and, to do so, would

cost, Douglas estimated, $15,000. The last $15,000 to be

invested in the Atlanta was, with much misgiving, put at

Douglas's disposa1. 79

The Copper Queen Mining Company also had its troubles.

The Copper Prince Mine had been located on a rich orebody

77. Douglas, "Story of Early Exploration Work,"
Bisbee Daily, Review, Oct. 19, 1924, p. 1

78. Ibid.

79. Ibid.
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north of the Copper Queen Mine. It was on the same lime-

stone horizon as the Copper Queen and on an orebody which

extended across the line. Mr. Wendt, legal advisor of

the Arizona Prince Copper Company, claimed that since the

apex was wholly on the Copper Prince claim, the ore might

be followed across the Copper Queen side line. Wendt

gained his point, and, in conformity with the law of the

apex, 80 the Arizona Prince Copper Company extracted ore

from Copper Queen ground. 8 1

The year 1884 was a critical period in the history

of Bisbee. In the four years from 1880 to 1884, the

Copper Queen Mining Company had smelted 89,586 tons of

ore, producing 34,536,000 pounds 82 of copper bullion at

a cost of five and one-half cents a pound, 83 and paid

80. Douglas, The Copper Queen Mines and Works, p. 535.

81. In 1887, it was found that the excursion of the
Arizona Prince Copper Company extended into the Copper
Queen claims far beyond their end lines and a suit to
restrain them was successful. A suit for damages would
also have been successful, but the controversy was set-
tled by the purchase of the Arizona Prince property by
the Copper Queen Consolidated Mining Company. Chisholm,
"Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early History," Clipping,
Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

The Arizona Prince Copper Company built a
smelter--the size of the Copper Queen plant--about a
hundred yards above where the Angius building was later
located. Chisholm, "Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early
History," Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

82. Elsing, Morris J. The Bisbee MininE District,
Past, Present, and Future, p. 14.

83. "Success Comes After Many Failures," Arizona
Mining Journal, Nov. 1, 1923, p. 3.
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$1,350,000 in dividends. 84 But the big orebody on which

the Copper Queen Mining Company had been working since

1880 had pinched out. 85 Near the end of 1884, Martin,

Ballard, and Reilly found they had only enough ore left

in their mine to last three months. There was a pros-

pect that both the Copper Queen and the Atlanta would be

abandoned. Each company was doing its final piece of

prospecting, preparatory to abandoning its property. The

Copper Queen Mining Company had run a drift west into the

Copper King claim and was aimlessly drifting east along

the Atlanta side line in search of another orebody.86 Dr.

Douglas and his mine foreman, John Prout, selected the

site where the next shaft was to be sunk in the Atlanta.

At 210 feet from the surface, the shaft penetrated the

great Atlanta Orebody, one of the largest and most pro-

ductive bodies of ore ever discovered in the Bisbee mining

district. 87 Almost simultaneously, the same orebody was

entered by the level which was being driven east from the

84. Elsing, The Bisbee Mining District, Past, Pres-
ent, and Future, p. 14.

85. The orebody had led out into tiney stringers
which reached out into country ore and might or might
not lead into a larger orebody.

86. Douglas, "Story of Early Exploration Work,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Oct. 19, 1924, p. 1.

87. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol. III,
p. 9.
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front of the Copper Queen incline. 88 The inevitable le-

gal question as to the right of the Copper Queen Mining

Company "to claim ownership of all orebodies on the dip

of the limestones within the endline of their claims

along the outcrop" 89 became acute. To avoid litigation,

the Copper Queen Mining Company and the Atlanta Mining

Company merged under the title of the Copper Queen Con-

solidated Mining Company, August, 1885. 90 The fate of

two mining companies and the fate of Bisbee had been

decided,

88. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol. III,
p. 9.

In Bisbee there is a story that the discovery
of ore in the old workings of the Copper Queen was in de-
fiance of orders, J. W. Howell, mine foreman at the Czar
shaft, took a few hardened miners into his confidence
and started a drift down the gulch on the 400-foot level
of the old incline shaft that started in the open cut
above the present site of the Bisbee Post Office. Ben
Williams, on learning what Howell was doing, ordered him
to quit the drift . In a few days, however, Howell again
started on the same drift. Old timers still refer to the
John Smith Stope, for it was on John Smith's shift that
a blast of powder broke into the rich orebody, reached be-
cause J. W. Howell refused to obey orders. McClintock,
Arizona, vol. II, p. 426.

89. Douglas, "Eureka-Richmond Ruling," The Coipper
Queen Mines and Works, p. 535.

90. After months of negotiation, the two companies
arrived at terms of amalgamation. The capital of the con-
solidated company was reduced from $200,000,000 to :la,400,-
000. The Atlanta Mining Company was to receive $200,000
in cash and 2/7 of the capital stock. The treasury of the
Copper Queen Mining Company was, however, so depleted that
only $50,000 was available for payment in cash to the At-
lanta Mining Company after leaving on hand a sufficient
working capital. Douglas, "Story of Early Exploration
Work," Bisbee Daily Review, Oct. 19, 1924, p. 1.



CHAPTER III

BISBEE: THE WILD WEST TOWN

The history of Bisbee is less exciting than the

history of Tombstone, with its outlawry, cattle rustlers,

and bad men in general, but from its inception there has

run a vein of romance. The popular estimation of the in-

terest and romance of Bisbee centered in copper and mines,

but the true significance of the time was to be found in

the town itself. At first practically everybody came to

the camp with the intention of investing in or locating

mines. The "hardy miner" became a reality, and life in

the mining camp was to him profitable and pleasant. As

demand for labor increased, however, all kinds and char-

acters of people found their way into the Mule Mountains,

and, as a consequence, the town was built, within a few

years, of a busy, careless, and shifting population.

The rough element, as well as the well disposed, came,

and there were murders, a "massacre," and a lynching, be-

sides the constant dread of being attacked by Indians.

While Bisbee was still a wild west town, its educational

system was also in full course of development and the

Bisbee public school system took form during this period

of Indian fighting, robberies, and murders.
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The first murder in Bisbee was committed in the

latter part of August, 1880, by an unknown party.

A young Mexican furnace man was shot while eating sup-

per at his home in the gulch above Castle Rock. The

assassin tas trying to kill a Mexican waitress. The girl

was only slightly wounded. The murderer escaped. 1

The second murder in Bisbee was the result of a

misunderstanding between A. Jordan, a saloonkeeper, and

Jack O'Brien. The cause of the difficulty was never

known. On the night of February 26, 1881, Peter Hogan,

a native of Tipperary County, Ireland, for some reason,

joined O'Brien in the quarrel and went to Jordan's saloon

armed with a six-shooter. He said to Jordan, "You owe me

a dollar." Jordan replied, "If I do, I will pay you, but

I know nothing about it." Jordan gave Hogan the dollar,

but Hogan was not satisfied and told Jordan he owed him

two dollars. At this point in the argument, O'Brien,

who was on the outside of the building, threw a rock

through the window. Jordan, not knowing what would come

next, took his shotgun off the shelf under the bar and

fired. One of the slugs with which the gun was loaded

broke the skull on the left side of Hogan's head. Con-

stable George Bridge, who was sitting by the saloon stove

1. "Bisbee's Early History," Copper queen Bulletin,
July, 1922, p. 7.
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at the time, attempted to take Hogan into his custody.

Hogan tried to shoot Bridge, but Bridge caught him by

the arm and hit him on the head with his six-shooter.

Peter Hogan died, February 28. According to facts

brought out at the inquest, held, March 2, 1881 Bridge

had hit Hogan just above where the ball of Jordan's gun

had hit the skull. The Coroner's jury found that Peter

Hogan died from injuries received at the hands of George

Bridge. A coroner's warrant was issued and Bridge was

arrested. Later, he was exhonorated of the charge.

There was no action taken against Jordan. The testimony

proved that he was justified, as he was acting in self-

defense, 2

James Woods, born in Rochester, New York, of good

parentage, was killed in Bisbee. He had been in town

for some time, having come over from Oakland. He had

been in the employ of the Southern Pacific Railroad

Company as a locomotive engineer, and his life was in-

sured by the Association of Engineers for $2000. On

March 9, 1881, Woods and some other men, of whom jilliam

Ham, a resident of only a few days, was a party, were

playing a game of cards in William Roberts's saloon.

About nine o'clock Woods and Ham had some difference of

2. Duncan, James F. "Some of the Murders and Other
Crimes Committed During the Early History of the Warren
District." Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.
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opinion--about $2.50--but there was no quarreling. Ham

left the saloon. Saying there were a half-dozen men af-

ter him, trying to kill him, Ham borrowed a gun from a

Mr. Parshall. About half past eleven, as Woods was

leaning against the bar talking to Roberts, Ham opened

the door of the saloon, called Woods a vile name, and

at the same time fired the gun, killing Woods almost

instantly. James Woods was buried in the graveyard back

of the schoolhouse. His effects were sent to an uncle

living in Quincy, Illinois. 3

On October 1, 1881, Samuel McFarland, a freighter,

was murdered. McFarland had two teams with which he

hauled supplies to the camp for the Copper Queen Mining

Company and hauled copper bullion out. On the day he

was killed, McFarland, with his tao teams and extra

driver, had arrived and unloaded at the smelter, after

which he went up the street while his driver attended

the loading of the bullion. Lewis Williams and McFar-

land's man became engaged in a fist-fight. McFarland's

man was getting the best of the combat, when McFarland,

hearing the trouble, hastened down to the smelter and

tried to separate them. A Mexican ran up, grabbed the

gun which McFarland carried in his belt, and deliberate-

ly killed him. The Mexican ran over the hills past the

3. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District." .
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.
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Neptune Mine. He was never caught. The murder of inno-

cent people continued. 4

Frank Stahle was killed, accidentally, by Billy Alm-

strong, May 16, 1882. Little was known about Stahle. At

the time he was killed, he was running the Gem Saloon,

located between the saloon of William Roberts and the

restaurant of Manuel Simas. He had previously worked as

a miner for the Copper Queen Mining Company, and he was

always regarded as a quiet and inoffensive man. On the

morning of May 16, 1882, Stahle was in his saloon play-

ing a game of cards with Steve Bradish, John Kearney, and

J. D. Trapp. Billy Armstrong, a prospector, had come in-

to town and consumed a large quantity of inferior liquor .

About ten o'clock, Armstrong went into the Gem Saloon and

began flourishing his gun around. The gun went off, the

ball entering Stahle s body. Stable got up from the ta-

ble and asked Bradish to hold him. Armstrong, who had

by that time become quite sober, inquired of Stahle if

he were hurt. Stahle replied that he was dying. In the

confusion, Armstrong left and was never heard of again.

Stahle died, May 17. 5

As the result of a quarrel between Billy Buford and

George Everett, late in June, 1882, two people were

4. Duncan, "Some of the Mürders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District."
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1

5. Ibid.
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wounded and two others lost their lives. Buford and

Everett had a disagreement in regard to their partner-

ship saloon business. On the morning of July 4, the

two men met in the post office. The mail was being dis-

tributed and General Allen's store, in which the post

office was located, was full of people. Buford and

Everett began firing at each other among the crowd, dis-

regarding the innocent bystanders. After they had re-

tired, it was found that Josephine Mansfield and Orrin

House were wounded. Buford, the one who really began

action, afterwards secured a warrant and had Everett

arrested. Everett was indicted by the grand jury, tried,

found guilty, and sentenced to a term in the penitentiary.

Buford left the country. 6 Through the influence of James

F. Duncan, local justice of the peace, Everett was par-

doned by Governor Tritle in 1883. Everett had promised

Duncan that upon his release, he would leave the territo-

ry, but he came immediately to Bisbee. Meeting Everett

on the street, Duncan told him that if he were in town

ten minutes he would have him sent back to prison for

breaking his agreement. Everett went to Johnson, a camp

in the Dragoon Mountains, There he had a quarrel with

Pete Devoe, a former resident of Bisbee, and Devoe killed

him. Devoe was arrested, tried, found guilty of murder

6. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.
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in the second degree, and sentenced to a term in the pen-

itentiary. While the sheriff was en route with him on

the train, Devoe eluded the care of the officer and

jumped through the window. He fell on a pile of stones,

from the effects of which he died. 7 The deaths of Ever-

ett and Devoe were an indirect, yet an ultimate result

of the Buford-Everett feud.

A stage holdup, commonly known as the Bisbee Rob-

bery, occurred in September, 1882, when a stage running

from Bisbee to Tombstone, and into Tucson, was held up

below Tombstone on a trip from Tucson. Bob Paul, the

Wells-Fargo messenger, had exchanged places with the

driver, Philpot. The stage was attacked, Philpot was

killed, and the treasure was taken. Around the place of

the robbery were found leaves from a book. This was

the only clue to the perpetrators of the crime and offi-

cers hunted for months, without success, for that book.

After the investigation of a number of other robberies

and a full confession by one of the robbers--a man by

the name of Tuttle--it developed that a man of wealth

and position by the name of Redfield, residing near

Florence, Arizona, had planned the Bisbee Robbery, as

well as other stage robberies, had acted as a protection

7. Duncan, Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District."
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911 1 p. 1.
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to the criminals who carried out his orders, and had

divided the spoils with them at his ranch. A thorough

search of Redfield's ranch showed that in the center of

the house was a post running up to the roof, apparently

for support. The post was removed from the board upon

which it sat, Underneath the board, buried in the dirt

floor was a box containing $14,0°0 in money, supposed to

be the money taken from the stage at the time of the

Bisbee Robbery, and also the remainder of the book from

which leaves had been torn and scattered around the

place where the robbery occurred. Redfield and Tuttle

were confined in the jail at Florence. When it was

learned that they were to be removed from the Florence

jail, a committee of citizens lynched the prisoners and

hanged them in their cells. 8

John Conolly was killed by Walter Rich, a faro deal-

er, January 13, 1883, 9

The "Bisbee Massacre" of December 8, 1883, during

which the Goldwater and Castaneda Store was held up and

robbed, was the most tragic event in the history of Bisbee.

Five innocent people were killed. The excitement, terror,

and rage which spread throughout Bisbee and Cochise County

8. Doran, Colonel A. J. "Interesting Reminis-
cences," Arizona Historical Review, Oct„ 1928, pp. 57-59.

9, Duncan, Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov, 26, 1911, p. 1,
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resulted in the capture and extermination of six of the

most nororious desperados of the southwest. Among the

hundreds of deeds of violence committed in Arizona towns

since their American occupation, the Bisbee Massacre has

had no paralle1. 10

10. At this point, a view of the town of Bisbee in
the early eighties is in place. Henry and Frank Dubach-
er had their house and corral where O. K. Street later
grew up. They built a brewery that in time became the
property of their nephew, Joe Muheim. Near them was
Chihuahua Town, where the bulk of the Mexicans lived.
Brewery Gulch had A. B. Seiber's little adobe saloon and
brewery, where the present Muheim Building (now occupied
by the stock exchange) stands. The Mtheim home was to
the north. Coyote Bill's little cabin was where the
Schmidt-Shattuck building was later erected. A Negro
family had a tent home where the Orpheum Theater was
built in later years (the site now occupied by the Bro-
phy Garage). The Chisholm home was near the present
site of the Copper Queen Hotel. Where the Copper Queen
office building is now was the home of the Lopez family.
Ed Lopez, the older boy, had been captured and released
by Geronimo. The younger boy, "Red" Lopez, became a
revolutionary leader and was killed in action after he
had captured Agua Prietta. Superintendent Ben Williams
and his brother, Lewis, lived in an adobe house built
on the present site of the Y.W.C.A. building. On a low
hill north of Main Street, where the upper end of the
Allen Block is now, H. C. Stillman, the first postmaster
of Bisbee, and James Krigbaum, a miner, had their homes.
'On the present site of the Bank of Bisbee Building Miss
Catherine Sweeney had her little notion store and news
stand. Adjoining this to the southeast was Pete Devoe's
shoeshop and to the north was the drug store of Dr.
Barney. North of the drug store was the post office.
Duffy's meat shop, which stood back from the street
about two or three feet, was north of the post office,
and adjacent to it was the lot where Gilroy had his tent
saloon. Next to the tent saloon stood the two-story
frame building known as the Bisbee House. In the east
room of this building, Adolph Steinfelt had a store.
Andy Mehan later had a saloon in the basement. The sec-
ond floor of the Bisbee House was used as a lodging
house, run by Mrs. Grimes and her daughter. (After the
massacre, the Bisbee House was run by James Mansfield.)
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As there was no bank in Bisbee in the early days,

the firm of Goldwater and Castaneda, the principal store

on Main Street, handled the pay roll of the mining com-

panies, and the miners received cash for their checks

at this store. Each month a sum of many thousands of

dollars for the pay roll was brought from Tucson, usual-

ly by stage, though the manner and date of its arrival

was necessarily a well-guarded secret. 11 Pay day came

Manuel Simas's restaurant adjoined the Bisbee House to
the north. The saloon formerly run by Frank Stahle came
next, then the saloon of William Roberts, the saloon of
Billy Daniels, and the restaurant of Mrs. Annie Roberts.
About where the Fair Store is now was the house of
John Watson, standing partly in the street, which, at
this point, was only wide enough for one wagon. Next
to this was the White House Saloon, A vacant building
stood on the present site of Moose Hall. On the south
side of the street opposite the Jordan Saloon building
was Hardy's store, South of Hardy's store was Sol
Pierce's saloon, and south of Sol Pierce's saloon was
the saloon of Joe May. The Copper Queen Smelter stood
on the present site of the Phelps Dodge Mercantile
Company Store. On the south side of the gulch, extend-
ing down from the Hendricks Mine, and northwest of the
Copper Queen Smelter, was the property of Mr. Preston.
On the west end of this property, Mr. Preston had his
residence, and below the house, just above where the
Bisbee Post Office is at present, was Preston's Lumber
Yard. On the south side of the street and directly
opposite the Bisbee House was the Bon Ton Saloon. On
the present site of the Bisbee Daily Review Building,
between the Bon Ton Saloon and Joe May's saloon was
located the Goldwater and Castaneda Store. Duncan,
"Some of the Murders and Other Crimes Committed During
the Early History of the Warren District," Bisbee Daily 
Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1. Chisholm, "Pioneer Editor
Gives Views of Early History," Clipping, Copper Queen
Library Scrapbook.

11. Hankin, Harriett W. The Bisbee Holdup, Unpub-
lished Manuscript, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.
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on the tenth of the month and it was very likely that

the shipment had reached Bisbee by the eighth. However,

no one but the express messenger and the Goldwater and

Castaneda firm knew positively. Other people were cer-

tain of but one fact--whenever and however the money

arrived, it was always promptly locked in the Goldwater

and Castaneda safe. In the safe was also the firm's

own surplus cash, together with sums deposited occas-

sionally by townspeople, and pieces of valuable jewelry

placed there for safekeeping. 12 The Goldwater and

Castaneda Store really functioned as the bank of the

town.

December 8 9 1883, the Goldwater and Castaneda Store

was held up and robbed. At seven o'clock in the evening,

five masked men rode up the gulch, and, after passing

the smelter, rode to the east end of Preston's Lumber

Yard, dismounted, gave their horses to a man to hold,

and proceeded up the street to the Goldwater and Casta-

neda Store. 13 James Krigbaum had just buckled on his

12. Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society,

13. About the first of December, five strangers
had visited Bisbee. They made themselves agreeable
to the people and loitered around town for several days.
Their actions were only slightly noticed, and no one
suspected the crime they were planning to commit. Han-
kin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manuscript, Arizona
Pioneers' Historical Society.
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belt and six.-shooter and started downtown 14 when he

heard several shots fired. Informed by a fellow towns-

man that there was a holdup at the Goldwater and Cas ta-

neda Store and that the robbers were shooting at every-

body who appeared on the street, Krigbaum proceeded with

caution toward the main part of town. He slipped through

the alley, crouched in the shelter of a rock wall, and

looked into Main Street. In front of the Goldwater and

Castaneda Store were two men, one very tall and the other

of medium height, both armed with rifles. Krigbaum shot

at the tall man, but missed completely. A second shot

grazed the man , s back but did not wound him. The two

outlaws promptly returned the fire, but Krigbaum, shelter-

ed by the rock wall, was not injured. 15 The door of the

Bon Ton Saloon swung open and John Tappiner, a shoemaker,

in company with Joseph A. Bright of Willcox, came out,

quite unaware of any danger outside. 16 You go back,"

one of the outlaws shouted at them. Bright ran up the

street. "I won't," Tappiner said in a jovial tone, per-

haps thinking it some friendly bluff. A bullet struck

14. "In those days no man went about town unarmed."
Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manuscript, Arizona
Pioneers' Historical Society.

15. Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

16. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.
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Tappiner in the head and he fell on the porch of the

Bon Ton Saloon. 17 From Joe May's saloon, above the

Goldwater and Castaneda Store, stepped a man named

Howard. One of the outlaws shot him as soon as he

came into view. 18 D. Tom Smith, a stage driver, who

was also a deputized peace officer, came out of the

Bisbee House 19 and, informing them that he was a dep-

uty sheriff, commanded that the shooting stop. One of

the robbers growled, "You are the man we are looking

for," and fired as he spoke. The bullet pierced Smith's

body. On hearing Smith say he was hit, the murderer

fired a second time and Smith was killed. 20 Mirs. Annie

Roberts, an expectant mother, was mortally wounded by

one of the outlaws who fired through the open door of

her restaurant. 21 Hearing the excitement, J. A. Nolly

ran out of a saloon and was shot by one of the bandits

17, Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

18, Ibid.

19. Ibid.

"D. Tom Smith, a peace officer, came out of
Simas's Restaurant) where he and his wife were eating
supper." Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.

20. Duncan,"Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.

21. Ibid.
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and so seriously wounded that he died within a few days .22

When the shooting in the street ended, five people had

been massacred. While the two men in the street were

guarding the entrance, the other three robbers had enter-

ed the store. The commands of the bandits and the shoot-

ing and excitement in the street were heard distinctly

by the silent, frightened line of men and women who were

ordered to hold up their hands while one of the robbers

searched their pockets. 23 A. A. Castaneda went into a

bedroom at the back of the store. He took with him

quite a bit of money, placed it under his pillow, and

feigned sickness. One of the robbers followed him into

the room and secured the money. In the meantime, the

third outlaw had Joe Goldwater open the safe. They got

about $600 in cash, a $350 gold watch and chain, the

property of William Clancey, and a few less important

articles of jewelry. To the great disappointment of

the robbers, the expected pay roll money, which had been

the object of their bold crime, had not yet arrived. 24

22. Duncan, 'Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily, Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.

23. Burgess, "Story Received by the Committee in
Charge of Arizona History Week in Bisbee." Bisbee Daily
Review, Copper queen Library Scrapbook.

24. Hankin, The Bisbee  Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers , Historical Society.
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The shooting was done in a few minutes, everybody was

taken by surprise, and for the time, the people were,

in a manner, paralyzed. James Krigbaum had hurried up

the hill to his home, secured his rifle, and, accom-

panied by his neighbor, H. C. Stillman, also armed with

a rifle, hastened back toward Main Street. 25 Meanwhile,

the three inside robbers joined the two guards in the

street, and the five men walked to the lumber yard,

where they had left their saddled horses in charge of a

confederate. 26 They mounted and rode down Mule Pass,

shooting as they went. Krigbaum and Stillman fired at

them, but to no effect. 27 Billy Daniels, deputy sheriff

of Bisbee, and John Reynolds ran down the gulch firing

at the fleeing criminals. 28 But the holdup had been

completed and the bandits had left the scene.

Immediately after the outlaws departed, couriers

were sent to Tombstone, 29 a posse was soon fol-med, and

25. Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers , Historical Society.

26. Ibid.

27. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.

28. Ibid.

29. One of the couriers, James Krigbaum, made the
distance of twenty-eight miles to Tombstone on horseback
in less than two hours. At one point in his journey Krig-
baum passed the stage, bringing the pay roll money-47000,
relayed from Tucson--that had been the cause of the
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early on the morning of December 9, a party of volun-

teers, led by Deputy Sheriff Billy Daniels, set out on

trail of the outlaws. Among the first to join in the

pursuit was John Heith, whose services proved to be of

a negative character, as he tried in every way to lead

Daniels astray. 3° When the posse reached Forrest Ranch,

Heith contended that the outlaws had gone around the

point of the Mule Mountains to the north, and might

have headed for the Dragoon Range, or for Tombsone.

Finally, he and a man by the name of Frost left the main

party and 'took the route he had suggested. Daniels led

his posse across Sulphur Spring Valley toward the Chiri-

cahua Mountains and soon had proof that he was on the

right trail. 31 Near the ranch of Dan Ross the bandits

had pushed their tired horses into a deep crevice in

the lime rock. At the ranch of Frank Buckles, they had

helped themselves to fresh horses and had gone on toward

massacre. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1. Had the rob-
bers gone up the gulch to a point above town and met the
stage, they could have held it up and secured the money.

30. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.

31, Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.



60

the Chiricahuas. 32 Continuing on the trail, Daniels and

his posse reached the cabin of Luben Pardu, 33 an old pros-

pector who lived in the foothills of the Chiricahua Moun-

tains. They found that the outlaws had rested there,

divided their loot, and separated. 34 Pardu knew the out-

laws. He gave the names of the five men the posse was

trailing as Red Sample, Bill Delaney, Dan Kelly, Dan

Dowed, and Tex Howard. 35 They had stayed at his place

for several days--in the informal western manner--not

long before. Outside his cabin, when they thought him

absent, the bandits had planned the Bisbee holdup. The

leader of the gang, the one who had done most of the

planning, had not accompanied them on their return.

This leader, according to Pardu, was John Heith. The

posse turned back toward Bisbee, carrying with them a

message from Deputy Billy Daniels, instructing certain

men in authority to arrest John Heith and take him to

Tombstone. By the time the posse reached Bisbee, Heith

32. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee LEIllz Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.

33. "Old Pardee," Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Un-
published Manuscript, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Soci-
ety,

34. Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

35, Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov, 26, 1911, p. 1.
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had returned and was arranging a place of business--a

saloon and dance hall--in a vacant building where the

Moose Hall now stands. Heith was arrested, protesting.

Frank. Frame and James Krigbaum took him to the county

jail at Tombstone. 36

Search for the escaped bandits continued. The

Copper Queen Mining Company, always striving to im-

prove conditions in the camp, did much to assist county

officials. The superintendent of the company caused

handbills to be printed, describing the five men and

the stolen jewelry. Clancey's gold watch and heavy

gold link chain were unusual in design . They had been

the gift of friends in Virginia City, and the names of

the donors, the place and date, and William Clancey's

own name were engraved inside the watch. The handbills,

distributed throughout Arizona, the neighboring states,

and the northern part of Mexico, were important aids in

the eventual identification and capture of the outlaws. 37

Daniel Kelly, a pleasant-faced young Irishman, not

so hardened in crime as his associates, was the first

to be captured, 38 He was arrested in Deming, New Mexico,

36. Hankin, The Bisbee holdup, Unpublished Lanu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

37. Ibid.

38. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren Dis-
trict," Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.
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having been recognized by a barber who was giving him a

shave. 39 The barber, believing his customer to be one

of the outlaws described in the handbills, conveyed the

information to an officer without arousing Kelly's sus-

picion. The Irishman soon found himself a prisoner in

Tombstone. 4°

Owen W. Sample and James Howard were captured near

Clifton, Arizona. They had drifted back to Clifton,

where Sample had a sweetheart. During his absence of

several weeks, the girl had transferred her affections

to another man, but, not knowing this, Sample confided

his plans to her as of old. He told her that he and

Howard had to hide out for a while, and that they had

decided to camp down on the Gila River. He gave her

a gold watch and chain to keep for him. 41 The girl

showed the watch to her new lover, W. W, Bush. 42 Rec-

ognizing the timepiece by the description that had been

sent out, Bush was only too ready to deliver his rival

39. "Bisbee's Early History," Copper lueen Bulletin,
July, 1922, p. 7.

"Kelly was captured at Lordsburg, New Mexico."
Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished manuscript, Arizona
Pioneers' Historical Society.

40. Hankin, The Bisbee 11211112, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

41. Ibid.

42. Ibid.
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into the hands of the law and collect the reward offered.

He took the watch to Clifton officials and told them

where the two bandits were to be found. 43 Deputy Sheriff

Hovey, 44 at the head of a capturing party, set out in

pursuit. The officers came upon Sample and Howard seat-

ed in the shade of a tree, with their guns taken apart

for cleaning. Being thus temporarily unarmed, the two

men were easily captured. Sample, a very tall man, was

wearing a light-colored canvas coat, with what appeared

to be a bullet mark burned across the back--fairly con-

vincing evidence that he was ems of the men who had

done the shooting in the Bisbee street. Clifton of-

ficials turned the prisoners over to Cochise County

deputies, who soon had them locked up with their leader

in Tombstone. 45

After sending his posse back to Bisbee, Billy Dan-

iels rode south, alone, on the trail of the two outlaws

who had started toward Mexico. They had separated at

the border. Daniel Dowed had slipped across the inter-

national line into Chihuahua City. 46 There he got

43. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 1.

44. Ibid.

45. Hankin, The Bisbee holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

46. Ibid.
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a job and settled down to act the part of an honest work-

ingman. Daniels kept on the trail of the bandit who had

turned off at Chihuahua, tracked the lone horseman across

that sparcely settled country for several days, and

reached the mine only a short time after Dowed's arrival.

The English superintendent, on hearing Daniels's story,

went with him to the bunk house, and Daniel Dowed was

arrested as he sat among his fellow workmen. Knowing

that much time and money would be wasted on red tape,

if appeal were made to the Mexican Government for extra-

dition, the superintendent assisted Daniels to secrete

the prisoner in a freighting wagon going by night to

Chihuahua City; and later aided him in smuggling Dowed

into the baggage car of a train bound for El Paso. 47

from El Paso, Daniels sent a telegram to Tombstone ad-

dressed to the superintendent of the Copper queen Mine

at Bisbee, with the message; "Have prisoner. Wire

hundred dollars." The telegram was carried to Bisbee

by courier--that was the usual method of getting tele-

grams to Bisbee in the early days. The money was promptly

47. Ibid.

"Daniels arrested Dowed in Chihuahua, and,
helped by a friendly American mining superintendent, smug-
gled him back into the United States." "Bisbee's Early
History," Copper Queen Bulletin, July, 1922, p. 7.

Daniels captured Dowed in the Carralitos, Sonora,
Mexico." Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee palIL Review, Nov, 26, 1911, p. 1.
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sent to Daniels at El Paso. Soon, he appeared triumph-

antly in Tombstone with the captured outlaw. 48

William Delaney was also caputred in Mexico. De-

laney, a dark, agile man of medium height, had a vicious

and aggressive disposition. He was known to be both

clever and resourceful, and was reputed to be a dead

shot with a rifle. he was considered the most danger-

ous one of the gang. When he and Dowed separated at

the Mexican border, Delaney seemed to have simply dis-

appeared. At Minas Prietas, Sonora, Mexico, nearly

three hundred miles south of the international line, an

American who took part in a saloon fight was arrested.

The Mexican police, thinking they recognized him from

the description in the handbills circulated by the

Copper queen Mining Company, gave him ten days in jail,

and immediately notified the United States officers

that they thought the man was William Delaney. Before

the ten-day sentence expired, deputies from Arizona

arrived and identified Delaney. The Mexican police

assisted the United States deputies by being suddenly

afflicted with Complete loss of eyesight and memory.

As they could neither see what was happening, nor re-

member anything about the deputies and Delaney, there

was no trouble whatever in smuggling the prisoner across

48. hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.
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the border49 in a box car." Thus Mexico was rid of an

undesirable alien, and the United States authorities

had in their custody a much wanted criminal.

The six members of the outlaw band were all safely

imprisoned in Tombstone, awaiting trial. They were

guarded by the regular county officers and three special

guards- furnished by the Copper queen Mining Company

of Bisbee.

February 8, 1884, the Bisbee Massacre cases came

to trial. Earlier in the month, Daniel Dowed, Owen W.

Sample, Daniel Kelly, James Howard, William Delaney,

and John Heith had been duly indicted on the charge of

murder, and the court had appointed as counsel for the

defendants, Drum and Price for Kelly and Sample; Wil-

liams and Stanford for Howard and Dewed; and Herring

and Southern for Delaney and Heith. 52 Colonel Herring

requested that Delaney and heith be tried separately

from the other four. Later he waived his request for

a separate trial for Delaney, and the five perpetrators

49. Nankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

50. "Bisbee's Early History," Copper .9,14e2E Bulletin,
July, 1922, p. 7.

51. The special guards were James Krigbanm, Frank
Frame, and mark Shearer, -Nankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Un-
published Manuscript, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

52. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov, 26, 1911, p. 4.
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of the crime were tried together. When they were brought

into court, each pleaded "not guilty.° 53 Luben Pardu was

a convincing witness against them, and Frank Buckles ad-

mitted that he knew more about the outlaws than he had

dared tell while they were free. He identified the five

men and said that they and Heith had stopped at his ranch

several times, only a short time before the massacre. The

possession of Clancey's watch was strong evidence against

Sample and Howard. Sample's canvas coat, with the bul-

let burn across the shoulder, was exhibited. James Krig-

baum gave testimony as an eye witness to the shooting in

the street, and the people who had been in the Goldwater

and Castaneda Store during the holdup identified Kelly,

Dowed, and Howard as the three robbers who entered the

store. 54 The five men were found guilty of murder in

the first degree, and on February 19, 1884, the court

sentenced "Daniel Dowed, James Howard, Owen W. Sample,

Daniel Kelly, and William Delaney to be taken to the

jail from whence they came and on the 28th day of March,

1884, and between the hours of ten o'clock in the morning

and five o'clock in the afternoon, each to be hanged by

the neck until dead." 55

53. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early history of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 4.

54. Ibid.

55. Ibid.
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Tohn Heith's verdict aroused indignation in Bisbee

and Cochise County. Heith was tried alone. There was

ample proof that, although he had not taken part in the

massacre, he had nevertheless instigated and planned it. 56

He was fairly well educated, was gifted with courage and

executive ability, 57 and was clearly the brains of the

gang. Judge Pinney, in instructing the jury, said: "Gen-

tlemen of the Jury, I believe, and I wish to impress upon

you, that a planner and instigator of a crime of this

kind is just as guilty as the men who commit the deed, if

not more guilty." 58 Greatly to the surprise of interest-

ed citizens who were closely watching the trial, the jury

brought in a verdict of murder in the second degree only.

Judge Pinney, though determined to give Heith the extreme

penalty which the law would permit under this verdict,

found himself limited to imposing a sentence of life im-

prisonment. Accordingly, on February 21, 1884, John

Heith was brought into court and sentenced to serve a

term of his natural life in the territorial prison. 59 The

verdict was not received approvingly in Bisbee. Heith

might be pardoned. On the day that Heith's sentence was

56. Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers , Historical Society.

57. Ibid.

58. Ibid.

59. Ibid.
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announced, a number of Bisbee residents set out for the

county seat. A meeting was arranged with some of the

leading citizens of Tombstone. At the meeting it was

agreed that since the law would not punish heith as he

deserved, the people of the county should take matters

into their own hands. Prompt action was necessary, as

the prisoner was likely to be removed to the territor-

ial prison at Yuma in a short time. 60

On the morning of February 22, 1884, an assemblage

of determined citizens gathered to correct what they con-

sidered a serious mistake of the law. A mob of unmasked

men, mostly miners, including a majority of the male cit-

izens of Tombstone and many men from Bisbee, proceeded

quietly to the firehouse in Tombstone. At about eight

o'clock, the throng moved silently along Toughnut Street

to the courthouse, in the rear of which the jail was lo-

cated. Billy Ward, chief jailer, and James Krigbaum,

special guard, thought the noise they heard in the hall-

way was the Chinaman from the restaurant bringing the

prisoners their breakfast. Billy Ward unsuspectingly

unlocked the solid wooden door and threw it open. Be-

yond this door, Ward, looking out through the spaces

between the steel bars of another door, saw the crowd

of men surging and pushing in the corridor. Several of

60, hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.
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the men nearest the jail, their six-shooters pointed

threatingly at him, demanded his keys. He dropped them

onto the floor of the main corridor. The citizens un-

locked the steel door, disarmed the guards, unlocked the

door of John Heith's cell, and led him away. 61 Sheriff

J. L. Ward, rushing from his home, confronted the crowd

and demanded to know what was going on. Some of the cit-

izens picked him up and held him a helpless spectator.

His son, Fred Ward, an outside deputy, ran to defend his

father, but he also was seized and held by the citizens. 62

By means of a rope, the two ends of which were fastened

around his arms, Heith was driven down Toughnut Street

to a point below where the railroad crossed Toughnut

Street, just above First Street. There he was hanged to

a telephone pole. 63 Through the whole performance, John

Heith appeared to be the most unconcerned of all the par-

ticipants. He asked that his body not be mutilated with

pistol shots, as was often done in frontier l3rnchings. 64

The citizens honored his request and promised him there

61. Hankin, The Bisbee h21dup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

62. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 4.

63. Ibid.

64. °Bisbee's Early History," Copper &12 .9.sa
July, 1922, p. 7.
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would be no shooting. Quietly assuring the crowd that

they were hanging an innocent man and that they would

find it out later from the others, 65 Heith coolly nulled

a handkerchief from his pocket, folded it, and tied it

over his eyes, thus indicating that he was ready. 66 Af-

ter the execution, the crowd went quietly away. Several

hours later, Heith's body was taken back to town and a

coroner's inquest was held. A witness was found who had

known the decedent for two years, and who identified the

body as that of John Heith, age thirty-two, of Texas.

Dr. George Goodfellow, county physician, was called to

give a professional opinion as to the cause of death.

The following verdict suggested by Dr. Goodfellow was

accepted by the coroner's jury:

"We the undersigned, a jury of inquest,
find that John Heith came to his death from
imphysema of the lungs--a disease common in
high altitudes--which might have been caused
by strangulation, self-inflicted or otherwise."

The above verdict bore the signatures of the twelve mem-

bers of the coroner's jury. A wholly truthful, yet in-

tentionally misleading, explanation of Heith's death

having been supplied, the necessary death certificate

65. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 4.

66. Hankin, The Bisbee holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.
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was issued and he was buried in the famous Boot Hill

Cemetery north of Tombstone. 67

As March 28, 1884, the date for the legal execution

of the five perpetrators of the Bisbee Massacre, approach-

ed, a big scaffold was erected in the jail yard at Tomb-

stone and preparations were made' for the simultaneous

hanging of the five men. The death sentences of the mur-

derers had met with emphatic public approval and sentiment

was so strong against the condemned men that many were

eager to witness their execution. Sheriff Ward issued

fifty invitations to favored citizens:

ft tt II tl II ft ft ft tl It It 11 It ft lift titi If tf II It ft It U ii 9tHti tt II tt titi It II II tt It It It If U n It It II ft

tt	 It

EXECUTION	 tt
It	 it

It o f 	tt
ft	 It

't DANIEL KELLY, OWEN W. SAMPLE, JAS. HOWARD, u
u	 DANIEL DOWED AND WILLIAM DELANEY	 u
tt	 it

it	 At The Courthouse, Tombstone, Ariz. 	 u
It	 March 28, 1884, At 1 O'clock F. M.	 0

U

" ADMIT John Doe	 J. L. Ward, Sheriff

l t
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n
It 11 till et It tt II lift It If ft It 11 It It II It It It It It it If II t1 If it ft It If It 11 It tl It It tI tt It ft It tt II It It 68

Many would-be observers were still excluded. Inspired

by these circumstances, a mercenary group leased an ad-

jacent lot on which they erected a grandstand overlooking

67. Hankin, The Bisbee Holdun, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

68. Ibid.

tt
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the courtyard and prepared to sell standing room thereon

to all who wished to see the hanging. This sordid enter-

prise was not typical of the better class of citizens,

however, as was shown by the act of Nellie Cashman, pro-

prietress of the Russ House in Tombstone, and aunt and

foster mother of M. J. Cunningham, an eminent citizen of

Bisbee. Near the close of the great tragedy, Miss Cash-

man communicated with twenty or thirty of her miner

friends--many of whom she had given food and shelter in

time of need--and at two otclock on the morning of March

28, they assembled with sledges, crowbars, picks, hammers,

and saws. Leading the men to the grandstand, Miss Cash-

man gave her commands. When daylight came it was discov-

ered that the grandstand had been demolished and deposit-

ed at the bottom of a convenient arroyo. 69 The condemned

men had the satisfaction of knowing the occassion of

their execution was not to be turned into a Roman holiday,

About the hour of noon, March 28, 1884, Daniel Bowed,

William Delaney, Owen W. Sample, Daniel Kelly, and James

Howard were called upon to hear the warrant read, after

which they began their short march to the scaffold. After

the caps were drawn over their heads, they were given a

chance to make their last remarks. Four of them, defiant

69. Boyer, Mary G. Arizona in Literature, pp. 364-
374.
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to the last, declared they were not guilty of murder. 7°

Kelly varied the denial by saying, "I never killed a man

in my life that I know of." 71 One of them said Heith

was innocent. 72 Howard, Kelly, and Dowed refused to tell

their true names. No one doubted the guilt of these men,

for the evidence against them was indisputable. Sheriff

Ward cut the rope that held the weight; the weight sprang

up; the door dropped; and the five men passed through,

paying the penalty prescribed by law for the crime they

had committed. 73

The many persons who took part in bringing the crim-

inals to justice had the satisfaction of knowing that

they had exterminated a band of six desparados of the

worst type, and that they had caused many other of the

rustler element to halt in their wild careers. Though

the Bisbee Massacre was the greatest and most signifi-

cant of the many deeds of violence committed in the dis-

trict, it was not the last of the tragedies which occur-

red during the early history of Bisbee.

70. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early history of the Warren -uistrict,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, P. 4.

71. Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

72. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 4.

73. Ibid.
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John Hiles, a man suspected of complicity in the

massacre, was killed on the morning of March 22, 1884,

while in the act of breaking open the safe of Billy

Daniels's saloon. The outlaws had had an accomplice sta-

tioned in the lumber yard on the night of the holdup

and suspicion had fallen on Hiles, a shiftless character

who loafed about the Bisbee saloons, though no proof was

found to connect him positively with the massacre. 74

Previous to making the attempt to rob the safe, Hiles

communicated his intentions to John Reynolds, a personal

friend of Daniels, and asked Reynolds to help him do the

job. Reynolds told Daniels of Hiles's plan. Daniels,

accompanied by Edward Walters, watched  for Hiles from

behind a billard table in the saloon. About two o'clock

in the morning, Hiles forced the back door of the saloon

open, and, with a crowbar, began working on the safe.

Daniels spoke, but Hiles made no reply. Then Daniels

fired, killing Hiles instantly. 75 The Coroner's jury

exhonorated Daniels as he was in the act of protecting

his personal property. 76

74. Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

75. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p, 4.

76. Ibid.
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Abe Jones was killed by Doc Cameron, April 4 9 1884.

A party including Jones was in Joe May's saloon on the

night of April 3, playing stud poker. After midnight,

Jones quit the game, broke. About two o'clock on the

morning of April 4, when Doc Cameron, a partner of Joe

May, entered the saloon, Jones was leaning on the bar.

Cameron said to him, "'What's the matter, are you broke?"

Jones made no reply, but knocked Cameron down." As

Cameron was g6tting up, he said, "Abe, what did you do

that for?" Jones knocked Cameron down again. As Camer-

on was rising, he drew his gun and shot Jones. The cor-

oner's jury returned a verdict, "Done in self defense."

A complaint was made and Cameron was arrested, but after

the preliminary examination the charge against him was

dismissed and he was discharged. 78

The establishment of the Copper queen Library and a

blood feud resulted from a lynching which occurred in

Bisbee on September 12, 1884. On the night of September

11, George Toles, James "K_eho, Jack Walsh, and another man

were playing poker in the Bon_ Ton Saloon. About three

otclock in the morning, a drunken Mexican entered the

77. Cameron was a man sixty-five years of age;
Jones was about thirty-one or thirty-two. Duncan, Some
of the kurders and Other Crimes Committed During the
Early History of the Warren District," Bisbee Daily Review,
Nov. 26, 1911, p. 4.

78. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 4.
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saloon and annoyed the men. They put him out of the house.

The Mexican secured a rifle, returned, and fired among

the players, fatally wounding Keho and wounding Toles and

Walsh less seriously. The miners of the camp laid off

work on the morning of September 12, to attend to what

they considered a public duty. The Mexican, soon found

and identified, was hanged to a tree near Castle Rock, 79

One of the principal members of the Copper queen Mining

Company, who had just arrived on a trip of inspection,

was driven by Superintendent Ben Williams past the swing-

ing body. Horrified by local conditions, he hurried

away. The inspector, convinced that such barbarism as

he had witnessed could proceed only from lack of infor-

mation, sent from New York a large number of well-chosen

books, the nucleus of the splendid Copper Queen Library. 80

A brother and some friends of the Mexican started a ven-

detta against the Americans concerned in the lynching.

lack Walsh, marked as the man who put the rope over the

limb of the tree, was finally assassinated near Globe,

Arizona. 81

79. Duncan, ttSome of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"

' Bisbee Daily Review, Nov, 26, 1911, p. 4.

80. irBisbee's Early History," Copper Queen Bulletin,
July, 1922, p. 7.

81. Ibid.
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Nicholas ivicCormic, of Camp Hardy--the White Tail

Deer Mine—was killed, August 25, 1887. LicCormic was in

Bisbee on that date to lay in supplies. While on his

way back to Camp Hardy, he was shot in the back and killed

by parties unknown. The evidence led to the suspicion of

two Mexicans, Manuel Grijolvo and Comelio Paz, but they

escaped to Sonora, Mexico, and were never captured. 82

A cowboy was killed in Bisbee, September 7, 1887.

There were many cattle ranges around Bisbee and cowboys

with their broad hats, their pistols, their lassos, and

their shining spurs, were common visitors. These jolly,

good-natured, reckless fellows were usually on horseback

as they went about town, and it was no unusual occur-

'ranee for one of them to ride right into a saloon, up to

the bar, and call for a drink. Sometimes they rode

through town like mad, shooting off their guns and yel-

ling and hooting like wild men. 83 On the morning of

September 7, Joseph Smith s a cowboy, went into the saloon

of Clark and Letson and began shooting into the floor.

Constable Dan Simons undertook to stop him. Smith fired

at Simons. Then Simons fired at Smith, killing him

82. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Narren District,"
Bisbee Daily, Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 5.

83. Bisbee in 1900, Unpublished Manuscript, Arizona
Pioneers' Historical Society, Feb, 4, 1900.
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instantly. The coroner's jury acquitted Simons, as the

act was done in self defense. 84

R. E. Clark was shot and killed by Wilbur Harris on

the evening of January 13, 1889. Because of jealousy

over a woman, Clark attacked Harris. Harris was compelled

to kill Clark in self defense, and was exhonorated. 85

W. W. Lowther, a peace officer, was killed, April 10,

1890, by James Daley, who lived down the gulch about a

mile southeast of where the Phelps Dodge Store is now,

at what was known as the Iron Spring. Daley had assault-

ed a Mexican, who demanded his arrest. Lowther went to

serve the warrant on Daley. Daley had told Lowther that

he would never arrest him again. When warned of Daley's

dangerous character and advised to take someone with him,

Lowther laughed and said that men of Daley's type liked

to hear themselves talk, and added that he must do his

duty. In less than half an hour after Lowther left town,

the news was brought back that Daley had killed him. 86

Daley was seen running up Sacramento Mountain back of

his house," but he was never captured. It was assumed

84. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early History of the Warren District,"
Bisbee Daily, Review, Nov. 26, 1911, p. 5.

85. Ibid.

86. Ibid.

87. "Bisbee's Early History," Copper kueen Bulletin,
July, 1922, p.- 7.
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that he fled to Mexico. However, in March, 1891, he was

seen at a ranch six miles from Fort Bowie. That was the

last authentic knowledge as to his whereabouts. 88 It was

said, however, that he signed a deed of sale to his Bisbee

property while in Colorado, and that he died in Ca.lifor-

nia. 89

Seeing no immediate relief and realizing that they

must protect themselves, the people of Bisbee, with

characteristic western initiative, organized a commit-

tee of safety, called the "Forty-five Sixty." The name

was derived from the cartridge and load carried by the

most popular rifle of the-day. 90 This was a sort of vig-

ilance committee that at once set about clearing the

camp of a number of individuals known to be obnoxious

or dangerous. 91 The committee found considerable work

to do. The undesirable character received a notice,

telling him to leave town by a certain hour, and signed,

45-60. Members of the committee, armed, then kept watch

over him to see that the order was obeyed. however,

none of the people receiving such notices ever stopped

88. Duncan, "Some of the Murders and Other Crimes
Committed During the Early history of the Warren District,
Bisbee Daily Review, -ffov. 26, 1911, p. 4.

89. Ibid.

90, "Bisbee's Early History," Copper queen Bulletin,
July, 1922, p. 7.

91. Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.
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to argue the matter. The committee of safety continued

to function in Bisbee for some time, greatly to the bet-

terment of the camp. Many undesirable persons left, by

request, and crimes in the community became noticeably

fewer. It is true that for several years, Cochise Coun-

ty as a whole justified its reputation of being one of

the most turbulent sections of the lawless West; but

Bisbee, because of her stern policy, had less trouble

than did the neighboring towns of Tombstone, Charleston,

and Galeyville. 92

The town of Bisbee had many exciting events during

its early settlement and its "wild west" days, but no

tragedy created more excitement than did the Indian

scares which were frequent throughout the early eighties.

Long before the white men came, Geronimo, war chief of

the Chiricahua Apaches, had often camped at the spring

which still exists in Brewery Gulch93 and over which the

stock exchange building now stands. Scarcely had the

little settlement been made in Mule Gulch when the

Apache Indians gave trouble. From 1877 to the time of

Geronimots surrender to General Nelson A. Miles,

92. Nankin, The Bisbee holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

93, Spears, "A Wild West Town That Grew Up,"
Los Angeles Times Sundaz Magazine, Aug. 2, 1931, p. 7.
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September 5, 1886, 94 the Bisbee camp was in constant

fear of an Indian attack, and often it seemed that the

region of the Lule Mountains was not to be won without

a serious conflict with the Apaches.

The Bisbee people had reasons for fearing an In-

dian attack. Once when the mine whistle sounded its

warning that Indians had been seen, 95 the hostile sav-

ages were riding slowly across the ridge of the moun-

tains that is now called School Hill.% The Indians

took their time on their way to Dixie Canyon, but they

did not make an attack. It was often thought that the

Indians might raid the camp in their fight for water,

which they claimed was theirs. Much anxiety and fear

was caused when at the Forrest Ranch, four miles from

Bisbee, the Indians plugged with rocks and twigs the

water pipe that led from a spring to the top of the

mountains and thus cut off the water supply. 97 Again,

a large number of Indians were seen as near as the

Tracy Ranch, about one and one-half miles below town. 98

94. Zipf, Walter. "Stalwarts of the Last Frontier,"
Bisbee Daily Review, April 29, 1934, p. 1.

95. Chapter II, p. 30.

96. Chisholm, "Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early
History," Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

97. Burgess, A Glance Backward at Bisbee, Unpub-
lished manuscript, University of Arizona Library.

98. Bttrkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug, 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.
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At both places much damage was done, and several horses

and cattle were killed. The way the Apaches went in

and out of the passes in the Mule Mountains kept the

settlers constantly uneasy.

The most exciting time in the history of Bisbee

was undoubtedly that day in 1885, when word was brought

into town that Geronimo and his band of savages were on

the warpath; that they had come out of the Chiricahuas,

crossed the Sulphur Spring Valley, and were swinging

around south through Mule Pass toward Bisbee; and would

probably attack the town inside of twenty-four hours.

On the morning of June 8 2 1885, Billy Daniels, deputy

sheriff of :Bisbee and revenue officer, 99 went to Sul-

phur Spring Valley to look for smugglers coining in from

Mexico with mescal. After reaching the Forrest Ranch

at the mouth of Mule Pass and heading toward Tombstone,

Daniels discovered Indian tracks leading into Dixie

Canyon, about six miles from Bisbee. 100 The following

day, billy Daniels and Constable Norton of Bisbee went

to look for Indians. At the ranch, they were joined by

Dave Malcolm, a stepson of Forrest, 101 and Charlie

99. Chisholm, "Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early
History," Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook,

100. Duncan, "Interesting Happenings During the
First Year of Bisbee," Bisbee ally Review, Dec. 3, 1911,
p. 1.

101. Chisholm, "Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early
History," Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.
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Bouillet. 102 Signal fires from Dixie Canyon had been

seen, and the men felt reasonably safe as they left the

ranch house to try to learn the plans of Geronimo and

his men. 103 The Apaches had circled around the mesquite

flats of Tombstone, eastward through the Dragoon Moun-

tains, and had then gone south until they reached the

Forrest Ranch. 1" Daniels and his companions suddenly

found themselves cut off from the ranch. The Indians,

hidden in a gulch, opened fire on them from ambush.

Billy Daniels was killed. 105 The other men escaped and

spread the alarm, and soon a messenger brought the news

to Bisbee. 106 Yen with families rushed their wives and

children to the Copper Queen Mine and hid them in the

102. Shattuck, "Indian Raid Scare," Bisbee Daily
Review, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

103. Chisholm, "Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early
History, Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

104. Burgess, "Story Received by the Committee in
Charge of Arizona History Week in Bisbee," Bisbee Daily
Review, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

105. Duncan, "Some Interesting Happenings During the
First Year of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Dec. 3, 1911,
p. 1.

106. Burgess, "Story Received by the Committee in
Charge of Arizona History Week in Bisbee," Bisbee Daily
Review, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

"Norton rode right into Bisbee and gave the
alarm," Chisholm, "Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early
History," Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

"Malcolm spread the alarm." Duncan, "Some Inter-
esting Happenings During the First Year of Bisbee," Bisbee 
Daily Review, Dec. 3, 1911, p. 1.
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tunnels and drifts of the mine. Every man in camp armed

himself with rifle and six-shooter and prepared to fight

the Indians)-07 But seeming content with their depreda-

tions, which included the theft of a number of horses

from nearby ranches and the killing of Daniels, the In-

dians turned south and crossed over into Mexico. 108

The officials of Bisbee sent to the army post of Fort

Huachuca 1-°9 for assistance. Lieutenant Richards and

twenty-seven men trailed the savages and forced them back

into the end of the Huachucas, 110 Seeing that they were

outnumbered, the Apaches crossed the valley and headed

toward their old stronghold in the Chiricahua Mountains. 111

Billy Daniels was brought back to Bisbee, where he was

107. Shattuck, "Indian Raid Scare," Bisbee Daily 
Review, Copper queen Library Scrapbook.

On nights of expected raids, men were stationed
all over the hills in an attempt to keep the Indians from
gaining entrance to the mine tunnels where the women and
children were in hiding. The mine shaft was always kept
supplied with provisions and water. Barkell, "History
of Schools in Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931,
Sec. 5, p. 3.

108. Shattuck, "Indian Raid Scare," Bisbee Daily
Review, Copper queen Library Scrapbook.

109. Fort Huachuca had just been established. Aye,
Tom. "Fort Huachuca, Arizona," Bisbee Daily Review,
Aug. 3, 1931, p. 4.

110, Aye, , Tom, "Fort Huachuca, Arizona," Bisbee
Daily, Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. C, p. 4.

111. Burgess, A Glance Backward at Bisbee, Unpub-
lished Manuscript, University of Arizona Library.
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buried with great respect. The smelters closed down for

an hour, while the townspeople made a long, silent pro-

cession, following the store delivery wagon which carried

Daniels's remains to the little graveyard back of the

schoolhouse. At Daniels's funeral the men carried rifles

and formed a circle about the women and children, for they

did not know how near the savages might be)-12 It was

some time before the citizens of Bisbee could realize that

the possibility of an Indian attack had passed and before

they could return to their normal way of living. 113

One day in 1886, some cowboys rode into Bisbee at

top speed and spread the news that a band of Indians

were approaching the town, Women and children were again

rushed into the tunnels of the Copper queen Mine to with-

stand a seige. It was really Indians the cowboys saw,

but no attack was made on the town. 114

Although Geronimo never actually attacked the town

on the site of which he had so frequently camped long be-

fore the white men came, the Apache Indians did not cease

to be a menace to the mining district until a division

of the Fourth United States Cavalry made permanent camp

112. Burgess, A Glance Backward at Bisbee, Unpub-
lished Manuscript, University of Arizona Library.

113. Shattuck, "Indian Raid Scare," Bisbee Daily
Review, Copper queen Library Scrapbook.

114. "Indian Scare in Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review,
Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 8, p. 2.
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where the Junction Mine is now, too near the Mule Moun-

tains to permit an open raid on Bisbee. 115

The wild west period of the history of Bisbee was

not all murders, robbery, and Indian fighting. Contem-

poraneous with that series of events was the laying of

the foundation of the educational system of the district.

Into this mining community, rich in copper, gold, silver,

and lead, came not only thieves, murderers, and despara-

dos, but gentlemen, ladies, and children. Al]. stages of

civilization and all standards of- morals were mixed in-

congruously. But the settlers who were thrifty and sub-

stantial built schools and gave the dominant tone to the

intellectual and moral notes of the nineteenth century's

closing decades.

In 1883, the Copper Queen Mining Company built and

gave to the community a one-room adobe school building,

located on the present site of Central School. The new

building had a front door and five windows--two on each

side and one at the back--a rather high ceiling, and a

rough board floor. On the top of the building near the

front was a little platform on which hung a bell, a gift

from the employees of the Copper Queen Mining Company,

The room was furnished with a tiny sheet iron stove,

which lacked two legs and was propped up with pieces of

115. Chisholm, "Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early
History," Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.
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slag. The long stovepipe, which reached through an open-

ing left in the roof for that purpose, often became dis-

jointed, and, until help could be summoned, it was not

uncommon for the teacher to stand with a broom in one hand

supporting a broken stovepipe, while in the other hand she

held a book from which she conducted a recitation. The

blackboard was made of two surfaced boards nailed together

and painted black. Since there was no crayon in town,

talc, produced from a place on the third level of the mine,

was used. The marks from the talc would not erase, even

if there had been an eraser. A dish of water and a cloth

were kept handy. Every Friday afternoon the teacher re-

painted the blackboard, because even water and cloth would

not remove all the marks of talc. The ugly walls were

decorated in a unique manner. Cigar boxes were nailed to

the walls, open side up. In the flower season, each pu-

pil was given the responsibility of keeping fresh flowers

in his or her can of water which sat securely in one of

the cigar boxes. The boguets varied. Some were gro-

tesque, some pathetic, and some artistic. The children

liked the idea, nevertheless, and they incidentally

learned something about beauty. Before the end of 1883,

the school became more modern. The interior, of the

building was nicely plastered, green shutters were placed

on the windows, and the frames of the doors and windows

were finished with redwood. The long stovepipe was
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arranged to pass through the side of the building. Two

entertainments were held to raise money for purchasing

better school equipment. With the money a large diction-

ary and stand, a globe, wall maps, reading charts, and

real blackboards were purchased. A teacher's modern

flat-topped desk was brought from Leavenworth, Kansas.

With all these improvements, the school began to lose

its frontier appearance. 116

Miss Clara J. Stillman, the first teacher in Bisbee,

resigned in June, 1883, and Miss Daisy Robinson, a grad-

uate of Houghton Seminary, Clinton, New York, was chosen

to take her p1ace. 117 School opened in September, 1883,

with an enrollment of twenty pupils representing six

nationalities. Toward the end of 1884, the enrollment

had increased to sixty-four, with an average attendance

of forty-four. The attendance of the Mexican children

was haphazard. One month there might be twenty of them;

the next month less than ten . A fiesta in Sonora some-

times took them all. In the middle of the month they

would return with all their visiting kin, meet the teach-

er with beaming smiles, and expect her to be overjoyed

116. Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.

117. The members of the school board at that time
were Lewis Williams, superintendent of the Copper queen
Smelter, Mrs. H. C. Stillman, and Mrs. Gilbert Phelps.
These are the only women who ever served on a Bisbee
school board, Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.



90

that they had returned. In the spring of 1885, Miss

Robinson's sister assisted with four classes . At the

close of the year's work, the schoolroom was decorated

with greens, wild flowers, and American flags, and

public examinations were held. 118 The session began,

as usual, at nine o'clock. The pupils recited their

lessons, did their problems, and classes were inter-

spersed with music, recitations, and dialogues. The

windows were removed and the visitors who could not

find room inside, stood patiently outside the door and

windows observing the activities of the pupils. They

solved problems with the children, and when the mental

arithmetic classes were held, the silence could be

keenly felt, for all minds were at work. The session

closed at four o'clock, with the distribution of prizes

awarded for meritorious work during the year. 119

Besides its use as a place of learning reading,

writing, and arithmetic, the Bisbee schoolhouse was

used for church, lodge room, dance hall, theater, and

lecture room. In the early days, when the monthly

118. The public examinations were held in high
repute in New England. They were a severe test of the
pupil's work, and a more severe test of the work of the
teacher. Miss Robinson was the only teacher to use the
public examinations in this section of Arizona. Barkell,
"History of Schools in Bisbee," Bisbee Daily Review,
Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.

119, Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,'"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3,
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advent of the Catholic priest offered the only public

worship, Dr. James Douglas, of the Church of Scotland,

and Joe Chisholm's father, a Roman Catholic, knelt de-

voutly on the floor of the old wooden schoolhouse in

Brewery Gulch before the alter--the teacher's desk sur-

mounted with burning candles whittled to fit in the

necks of empty beer bottles--as each studied his own

Bible while Father Gallager celebrated mass. 12° On

Sunday mornings, Miss Stillman, who organized the pro-

testant Sunday school, of which she was for several

years the superintendent, held Sunday school classes in

one part of the schoolroom, while the Catholic ladies

taught catechism classes in another part. Often mass

was held in the morning before school opened, and in the

evening of the same day, a Methodist or Presbyterian

minister held services. Music was furnished by a little

old-fashioned organ, donated by Mrs. Lewis Williams.

The Union Church Association of Bisbee, made up of Epis-

copalians, Methodists, Baptists, and Catholics, held

services in the new adobe schoolhouse. Shortly after

school started in September, 1883, the Ancient Order of

United Workmen, the first lodge organized in Bisbee,

built a lean-to on the school building, in which to

store their paraphernalia. It was understood that the

120. Chisholm, Joe. "Dr. James Douglas," Arizona
Historical Review, Jan., 1932, p. 8.
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extension could be used by the school as a cloak room

and storage room. When the lodge used the schoolhouse

for its meetings, they turned the seats end to end

around the room. Once the lodge members forgot to put

the room in order. On the following Monday morning,

teacher and pupils walked into an odd looking school-

room. Besides the benches being out of order, cuspidors

were so numerous that one twelve year old boy, after a

moment's silence,said 	 It looks as if they had fed the

'goat' on tobacco Saturday night." 121 The school build-

ing was also used as a dance hall. When the people want-

ed a dance, someone rang the school bell, and soon a

crowd gathered. Families arrived, the old shoemaker

came with his violin, and a Mexican with a guitar. The

men carried out the benches, the babies were put to

sleep on blankets in the corner of the room, and a qua-

drille was called. It was at one of these functions

that Mr. W. H. Brophy wore the first dress suit seen in

Bisbee, much to the amusement and interest of the young

people. On mornings following a dance, the school boys

and girls enjoyed the slippery waxed floors, and when the

dancers failed to screw down the benches--as they often

did--the children used them as rocking chairs. This

proved demoralizing to school discipline and the people

121. Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.
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were encouraged to dance elsewhere. Dr. James Douglas

gave some of his best and most interesting lectures in

the little adobe schoolhouse. "Slight of hand" perform-

ances and other entertainments were held in the school

building. 122 For a number of years, the Bisbee school

was truly a community center.

The one-room school served the Bisbee community

for five or six years, but with the expansion of indus-

try and the consequent growth in population, educational

facilities increased. Miss Daisy Robinson resigned her •

position as teacher of the Bisbee school, June, 1885,

and William McComas, a young miner, was asked to open

school in September of that year. McComas was a college

man from the East and had had some teaching experience.

He taught until May, 1886. 123 His term was finished by

Miss Lizzie Ewalt. On September 20, 1886, Mr. P. D.

Schultz of Kansas took charge of the school. He was

a man of progressive ideas and took an active part in

the civic life of the community. After teaching two

years, he went to New York to practice medicine, In

1889, Horatio McIntyre, a middle-aged man, who claimed

122. Marsh, Ida. Letter to Mrs. Harriett Hankin,
Arizona Pioneers , Historical Society, March 29, 1929.

123, William McComasIs father, Judge McComas, was
killed by Apache Indians in September, 1887. Stillman,
H. C. Letter to Mrs. Howard Barkell, Arizona Pioneers'
Historical Society, 1929.
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to be a graduate of Dartmouth College, taught in 13isbee,

but he also resigned to take up the practice of medicine.

The school population of Bisbee increased with increas-

ing economic prosperity and a new room was added to the

school building. Professor A. G. Brown, of Virginia,

opened school in the fall of 1890 with an enrollment of

160 pupils, and that year the first primary department

was formed, with Miss Minnie Hill, of Tombstone, as teach-

er. By the fall of 1892, Bisbee had a four-room adobe

school building; by 1898, the enrollment had increased

to 226 pupils and a fifth room was added. In the summer

of 1899, an upper story of five rooms was added to the

building. The one-room adobe school had grown to a two-

story brick building of ten rooms. By 1901, Tombstone

Canyon was thickly settled and Lowell had begun to grow.

The Tombstone Canyon School, a two-room building, which

later became Lincoln School, was built. Before 1902,

the Bisbee schools were accommodating 917 chi1dren. 124

Mr. C. F. Philbrook, of Rochell, Illinois, became

the first superintendent of Bisbee schools in 1904, and,

before the end of the year 1905, he had reorganized the

entire school system to provide adequate modern educa-

tional advantages for from 1200 to 2000 children, in-

cluding all grades from kindergarten through the twelfth
•••nn•••nnnnn,	

124, Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 4.
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year of high school. A $75,000 school bond was voted,

February 20, 1905; 125 and in that year the Central School

Building was erected, the Bisbee High School was organ-

ized, and grade schools were established. Miss Katherine

Reilly, the first high school principal, had a more emi-

nent contemporary in Miss Hattie Malam, who has been a

teacher in the Bisbee High School since its establish-

ment in 1905 to the present date. With its unprecedented

growth in educational advantages, the wild west period

of the history of Bisbee was full of profit for the gen-

erations to come.

125. The bond issue was bitterly fought on all
sides. The Copper Queen Mining Company had been willing
to meet all expenditures of building and rebuilding the
school and to sponsor all educational interests, rather
than have a bond issue. This was the first time the
taxpayers had been called - upon to vote a school bond.
The campaign, directed by Superintendent Philbrook and
the Bisbee School Board--S, W. Clawson, H. M. Woods,
and I. W. Wallace--was really won by the school children
themselves, who, on the day of the election, paraded the
streets with banners and drum corps. Barkell, "History
of Schools in,Bisbee," Bisbee Daily, Review, Aug. 3,
1931, Sec. 5, p. 4.



CHAPTER IV

BISBEE: THE CORPORATION OWNED TOWN

As the result of continuous and expanding industrial

enterprise combined with economic and civic development

and the organization and consolidation of large-scale in-

dustry, Bisbee became a corporation owned town. Follow-

ing the purchase of the Atlanta Mining Company properties,

Phelps Dodge interests secured the entire capital stock

of the Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company. After

the failure of the early competative companies, for twen-

ty years, the Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company,

under control of Phelps Dodge and Company, was the only

operating company in Bisbee. By 1899, however, compet-

ators entered the field. In that year certain Duluth,

Pittsburg, and Calumet interests came into the district,

acquired ground, and organized development companies,

the most important of which was the Lake Superior and

Southwestern, the predécessor of the Calumet and Arizona

Mining Company. In 1904 and 1905 the Shattuck Arizona

Copper Company and the Denn Arizona Mining Company were

organized for the purpose of developing some of the rich-

est mining claims in the district. The great mining

companies not only competed in friendly rivalry for the
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mineral wealth of the Mule Mountains but cooperated in

building up other commercial enterprises and in contrib-

uting to the civic and social development of the dis-

trict. These companies combined into great corporations.

In 1925, the Shattuck Arizona Copper Company and the Denn

Arizona Mining Company were incorporated as the Shattuck

Denn Mining Corporation. In 1931, the Calumet and Arizona

Mining Company was merged with the Phelps Dodge Corpor-

ation, and this powerful combination has since owned and

operated all the mining properties--except those of the

Shattuck Denn Mining Corporation--and many other commer-

cial and industrial enterprises of the Bisbee mining dis-

trict. The Phelps Dodge Corporation s one of the three

largest copper producing companies in the world, became

the dominating influence in the city of Bisbee.

The Phelps Dodge Corporation had its origin in the

firm of Phelps and Peck, a typical old merchant firm

which imported a little of everything into the United

States from all over the world. 1 After Phelps Dodge and

Company was formed, the firm specialized in the importa-

tion of tin, copper, and other metals, and in addition,

had a large lumber business. 2 As importers of copper,

the company became interested in the manufacture of that

1. "Phelps Dodge Originally in Import Trade,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Sec. C, Aug. 3, 1931, p. 1.

2. Ibid.
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metal and acquired its first copper mines, those of the

Atlanta Mining Company in Bisbee. 3 By the time Phelps

Dodge and Company made the first venture in copper min-

ing, it had already had a long and interesting history.

Phelps Dodge and Company began in 1813, when Anson

G. Phelps started business in New York, and Peck and

Phelps in London. Mr. Phelps had been a dealer in cot-

ton, shipping from the United States invoices to be sold

in England, the proceeds from which were used for pur-

chases of tin, sheet iron, and other metals. Their first

purchase of tin plate was made in 1819. When the origin-

al firm of Peck and Phelps was already well established,

William E. Dodge, as a youth, was getting his first bus-

iness training as a clerk with Merritt Brothers, whole-

sale dry goods merchants in New York, Starting in 1818,

Mr. Dodge, a year later, went to work for his father,

who that year opened a dry goods store at 113 Brookman

Street. In 1827, he left his father's employ and began

the wholesale dry goods business, on his own account, at

21 East Pearl Street, under the firm name of Huntington

and Dodge. In March, 1833, a new warehouse which Mr.

Phelps had erected only a short time before on Fulton

and Cliff Streets, and which was filled with tin and cot-

ton, proved to have inadequate foundations. Without

. Douglas, The Copper Sueen Mines and Works, p. 534.
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warning the whole structure fell, crushing several peo-

ple to death. Shortly after this, Mr. Phelps, father-

in-law of Mr. Dodge, urged Mr. Dodge to give up the dry

goods business and join him in the metal trade. The

entire stock of the dry goods firm was disposed of, and

Phelps Dodge and Company was organized in 1834 -. For

many years, the company continued the original custom of

shipping cotton to England for purchases of metal. This

method of doing business was attended with much risk and

anxiety from the many fluctuations involved in what were

then distant parts of the country and incessant watchful-

ness was necessary. Personal visits to the South by mem-

bers of the firm were made by sailing vessel, by river

steamer, and on horseback. Mr. Phelps's original partners

were his sons-in-law, William E. Dodge and Daniel H. James.

The Liverpool end of the business was conducted by James,

who, with local partners, operated under the name of -

Phelps James and Company. Daniel H. James remained the

senior partner of the British branch of Phelps Dodge and

Company for forty-eight years. Subsequently, Anson G.

Phelps, Jr., an only son, James Stoke, another son-in-

law, and William E. Dodge, Jr. and D. Willis James, both

grandsons, became partners, as also, later on, did other

sons of the older members. 4

4. "Phelps Dodge Originally in Import Trade,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. C, p. 1.

18817
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In addition to the metal business, the firm made

large purchases of timber lands in Pennsylvania and man-

ufactured lumber. This activity was started by Mr. Dodge

while he was in the dry goods business. At that time he

acquired, partly in payment of a debt, 1000 acres of tim-

ber land on Pine Creek. In 1836, timber land in Tioga

County was purchased by the firm. 5 In subsequent years,

additional tracts of timber land were purchased in Pot-

ter, Elk, Clearfield, Cameron, and Lycoming counties in

Pennsylvania. This enterprise sponsored small saw mills,

but the expense of drifting such masses of lumber led

eventually to the abandonment of the smaller mills up-

stream and the erection, in 1849, of the Phelps Mill, a

large mill on the New Jersey shore of the Delaware River.

Still later, in 1864, the Dodge Mill, one of the largest

5. In estimating the possible profits from this
investment, a "thorough and relentless" method was ap-
plied. Taking the actual figures from operation upon a
given number of acres involved in the purchase, the
following method was applied; For fear of errors, they
deducted one-half; in those days of speculation, they
once more deducted one-half; as everything appeared to be
going to the bottom, they again deducted one-half; on ac-
count of the destruction of the United States Bank, they
deducted still another one-half. Half of that final
amount was estimated to be the share of Phelps Dodge and
Company. Then they deducted the original cost, and the
remainder was estimated to be profit. The foregoing was
from a memorandum prepared by William E. Dodge, who in-
spected the properties, and his estimate, after such
wholesale cutting down of possible earnings, showed a
profit to the firm of $30,000, about the sum to be paid
for the property. The risk seemed justifiable, and the
purchase was made. "Phelps Dodge Originally in Import
Trade," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug, 3, 1931, Sec. C, p. 1.
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mills at that time east of the Alleghanies, was built

at Williamsport. Most of the operations connected with

the timber tracts were conducted under the local direction

of E. B. Campbell, and the extensive growing lumber busi-

ness for many years was conducted under the firm name of

Henry James and Company of Baltimore, to which point most

of the lumber was shipped. 6

For a long time, Phelps Dodge and Company continued

in the general shipping and metal business. Up to 1875,

the firm shipped large quantities of Chinaware to the

United States. Business handled by both the United

States and Brithish houses of the firm grew from 100,000

boxes of tin plate to 14,000,000 boxes, and, in 1875,

the firm handled thirty per cent of the world's production

of tin. In the transactions in copper, the records of

the company show that it supplied the first telegraph

line from New York to San Francisco, the copper wire for

the line having been made in Warrington, England. The

company became interested in the manufacture of copper.

They established a rolling mill at Derby, Connecticut,

on the Naugatuck River, and a little farther up the

stream built the village of Ansonia, named for Anson G.

Phelps. The Ansonia Brass and Copper Company and the

6. "Phelps Dodge Originally in Import Trade,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. C, p. 1.
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Ansonia Clock Company grew into independent corporations, 7

and the village of Ansonia became a town of more than

20,000 people. 8 As importers and manufacturers of cop-

per, Phelps Dodge and Company conceived the idea of ac-

quiring copper mines in the Southwest. Their Ansonia

Copper Works had been treating Copper Queen copper, and,

in 1881, on the advice of Dr. James Douglas, the members

of the firm of Phelps Dodge and Company purchased the

properties of the Atlanta Mining Company in Bisbee and

entered the field of copper mining. 9

Following the consolidation of the Copper Queen

Mining Company and the Atlanta Yining Company in 1885,

the years 1885, 1886, and 1887 were for the Copper Queen

Consolidated Mining Company years of expansion and inten-

sive development. The payment of dividends was suspended

during this period, as something better was occupying

the company during this gap in its money making career. 1°

Many orebodies, one of them the most productive that had

ever been extracted, were discovered on the Atlanta,

7. "Phelps Dodge Originally in Import Trade,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. C, p. 1.

8. "Gazetteer," Webster's Collegiate Dictionary,
1936, pp. 1184 and 1186.

9. Douglas, The Copper Queen lanes and Works,
p. 534.

10. The increase in the price of copper made it
possible to resume dividend payments in 1888. Elsing,
The Bisbee Mining District, Past, Present, and Future, p. 15.
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and the prospects became so encouraging that money was

borrowed to erect larger and more economically designed

smelting works. In May, 1887, a new smelter with four

furnaces was blown in. 11 The discovery of new orebodies

and explorations in depth began to throw light upon the

genesis of the ore. The effect was to excite faith in

the permanence of the origin as a mineral producer and

to encourage the purchase of adjacent properties. 12

In Jane, 1901, the Lowell Mine, located a little over

a mile south of Bisbee, was purchased for '41500,000. 13

The Holbrook and Cove Company was secured by interests

favorable to the Copper queen Consolidated Mining Com-

pany. Other groups of contiguous mineral claims were

secured, extending the property of the comany far beyond

the limits of any actual discovery, and over an area

beyond anticipation of the extension of oxidized ores in

depth. 14

Since an essential element to the progress of the

Bisbee mining industry had become the facility of

11. Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec, 5, p. 3.

12. Douglas, The Copper queen Mines and Works,
p. 536.

13. Ransom, Frederic Leslie. The Bisbee quad-
rangle, p. 112.

14. Douglas, The Copper queen Mines and gorks,
p. 536.
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transportation, the Copper Queen Consolidated Mining

Company built the Arizona and Southwestern Railroad to

haul ore and other traffic from the Copper queen mines

at Bisbee to a connection with the Sonora Railway ex-

tension at Fairbanks. The increase in production in

the Copper Queen Mine up to approximately 1,000,000

pounds of ore a month involved a transportation in

fuel and bullion of about 100 tons a day and the trans-

portation by an eighteen-mule team became embarrassing.

Before embarking on railroad building, the company tried

a Fowler tractor engine. The engine did its work affect-

ively on the hard roads and steep grades of the Mule

Mountains, but plowed laboriously through the sands of

the level mesa, and was hopelessly bogged in wet weather)- 5

A thirty-seven mile standard gauge railroad from Bisbee to

Fairbanks was opened in May, 1888. 16 It was extended from

Fairbanks to Benson on the present Southern Pacific main

line in January, 1895. 17 This road served the purpose of

the Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company until 1900,

when legislation was enacted which forbade any industrial

enterprise to control its own transportation facilities

15. Chisholm, "Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early
History," Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

16. Campbell, Lindsay. Historical Outline, South-
ern Pacific Company, Unpublished Manuscript, S.P.R.R. Co.,
pp. 83 and 84.

17. Ibid., p. 84.



105

--if the facilities were organized as a public railroad

company. 18 Up to that time, the Copper Queen Consoli-

dated Mining Company had owned and operated the first

railroad which entered Bisbee, the Arizona and Southwest-

ern. The further development of railroad building will

be discussed later in this chapter.

The vastness of the natural resources of Bisbee

became known to the world and another group of men

became interested in the wealth that lay hidden beneath

the surface of the Mule Mountains. Mining property was

then cheap and had the faith of the Copper Queen Consol-

idated Mining Company admisistration been strong enough,

the whole copper producing area within sight could have

been bought for a trifle, but a large group -of claims

slipped out of their hands and into the hands of their

rivals, the Calumet and Arizona Mining Company.

The foundation of the great Calumet and Arizona mines,

the central property of which was the Irish Mag claims,

from which copper valued at many millions of dollars has

been taken, was illustrative of and connected with the

wild west phase of the history of Bisbee. James Daley,

a morbid individual, had been fighting an attempt of the

Copper Queen Consolidated Mining Company to establish a

right of way across his property. All financial recom-

pense, however liberal, offered by Superintendent Ben

18. Douglas, The Copper Queen Mines and Works,p. 542.
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Williams had been refused. In the course of the contin-

ued argument, Daley had been shot by Constable Dan

Simons, who was sent to the territorial prison at Yuma

on a year's sentence for the offense. It was then that

Daley declared he would never again be arrested. 19 On

one of his early trips to Bisbee, Dr. James Douglas met

Daley, by whom he Was informed there was a plot against

his life. Daley claimed that he had been taken into the

conspiracy, and had been offered a certain sum of money

to kill Douglas. Dr. Douglas believed the man was in-

sane. 20 Shortly after this, Daley went to Douglas and

offered to sell his mining claims, including the Irish

Mag21 claims, the Senator group of claims, and a claim

on Sacramento Mountain for $10,000. Douglas would have

bought them, but Superintendent Ben Williams, whose

life had also been threatened by Daley, declared that

if Douglas did buy the claims, he would resign. 22 It

was shortly after this, April 10, 1890, that Daley shot

and killed W. W. Lowther, who, on official duty, had

gone to serve a warrant for his arrest.

19. McClintock, Arizona, vol, II, p. 427.

20. Douglas, The Copper Queen Mines and -Works,p.456.

21. The claims were named for one of Daley's old
sweethearts, of the restricted district in Bisbee. Jor-
alemon, Ira B. Romantic Copper, Its Lure and Lore, p. 126.

22. Douglas, The Copper Queen Mines and Works,p.456.
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Daley became a fugitive from justice and it re-

quired nine years of litigation to determine the right-

ful claimant to his property. 23 Although Daley's

whereabouts were not known, he signed a deed on September

2, 1890, conveying his property to A. J. Mehan, a saloon-

keeper in Brewery Gulch. 24 The Cohn Brothers of Tomb-

stone had a claim against Mehan for $300 and secured a

judgment in the justice's court. Adolph Cohn claimed

that he secured title to the Daley property from A. J.

Mehan under the execution sale, at which he was the pur-

chaser. 25 A third claimant appeard in person with an

eighteen year old son. She came from Leadville, Colo-

rado, and claimed to be Daley's lawful wife or widow.

Her claims were not pressed very vigorously. 26 Daley's

Mexican wife, Angela Dias, with whom he had lived in

Bisbee for more than five years, and who claimed she

advanced Daley the money with which to do his title work,

sold the mining claims to Martin Costello, a Tombstone

saloonkeeper, for $1800. The case was taken to the dis-

trict court by Costello in 1888, and, on the ground that

Mehan had paid no consideration for the property and that

23. Cohn v. Daley, U. S. 43, pp. 1077-1078.

24. Ibid., p. 1077.

25. Ibid., p. 1078.

26. McClintock, Arizona, vol. II, p. 428.
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he and Cohn and others knew of the equitable interest

of Angela Dias, it was declared in Costello's favor by

Judge James Reilly. 27 The case was appealed by Cohn

to the Supreme Court of the United States through the

SupremS Court of Arizona. May 15, 1899, the title was

vested by the Supreme Court of the United states in

the Mexican wife, and Costello won. 28

Long before the decision was made, it was known

that the Irish Mag was of great value, but, Daley being

a fugitive, the Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company

management hesitated to negotiate for his claims, 29 and

certain venturous individuals from the mining regions

of the Northwest conceived an ambitious plan. The Lake

Superior and Western Development Company was organized

for the purpose of sending men into the Bisbee mining

district to look it over, and if advisable, to acquire

mining property. Among this group of men was Captain

James Hoatson, an old Calumet and Butte miner. After

much study of surface and underground conditions, Hoat-

son decided that the most promising piece of ground was

that owned by Martin Costello. November 9, 1899, soon

after securing title to the Daley property, Martin

27. Cohn v. Daley, U. S. 43, pp. 1077-1078.

28. Ibid., p. 1079.

29. Douglas, The Copper queen Mines and Works,
p. 546.
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Costello sold, for $500,000, eleven mining claims, in-

cluding the great Irish Mag. 3° Development was soon

under way. Captain Hoatson experienced some difficulty

in raising needed funds, but through the united efforts

of himself, Charles Briggs, Gordon R. Campbell, Thomas

F. Cole, George E. Turner, and the Congdon and D'Autre-

mont steel people, 31 others were interested in the un-

dertaking. Captain Tom Hoatson, brother of Captain

Tames Hoatson, and his associates became convinced that

copper could be found almost a mile south and east of

the Copper queen claims. They proceeded to sink a shaft,

and, on the 720-foot level, a wonderfully rich orebody

was discovered. The company's prosperity was assured. 32

A short time after this discovery, March, 1901, the

Calumet and Arizona Mining Company, with a capitalization

of $2,500,000, was organized under the laws of Arizona

30, Costello v. Cunningham, Arizona, 16, p. 451.

31. Charles Briggs was the leading banker of Cal-
umet, Michigan and president of the Lake Superior and
Western Development Company. Thomas F. Cole, an aggres-
sive personality, who was connected by family ties with
Captain James Hoatson, had risen through repeated suc-
cesses to a position of general manager of the Oliver
Mining Company, a subsidiary of the United States Steel
Corporation. George E. Turner and Chester A. Congdon
were both successful in the iron and steel industries.
Daniels, John. The Bisbee Mining District, Unpublished
Manuscript, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, Jan.
25, 1925, p. 5.

32. "Confidence Built the Calumet and Arizona,"
Arizona Mining Journal, Nov, 1, 1923, p. 2.
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to take over the stock of the Lake Superior and Western

Development Company. 33 Following the discovery of rich

ore in the Irish Mag, the officials went another mile

south and east and again discovered ore. 34 This dis-

covery greatly extended the proven area of the district.

The company absorbed many neighboring properties and

proved up an area of ore 100 to 1500 feet wide and more

than 4500 feet long with ore running as high as thirty

per cent, considerable tonnage having an average of

fifteen per cent. By 1902, the Calumet and Arizona Min-

ing Company had an area of 160 acres, 35 and was firmly

established as a copper producer in the Bisbee mining

district.

Next to the finding of ore in the Irish Mag claim,

the most important event in the history of the Calumet

and Arizona Mining Company was the decision regarding

the apex rights, According to the then recent ruling

of Judge Field in the Eureka and Richmond case, 36 the

Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company might have

claimed as much of the territory awned by the Calumet

33. Elsing, The Bisbee Mining District, Past,
Present, and Future, p. 18.

34. "Confidence Built
Arizona Mining Journal, Nov,

35. Elsing, The Bisbee
Present, and Future, p. 20.

the Calumet and Arizona,"
1, 1923, p • 20

Mining District, Past,

36. Eureka v. Richmond, U. S. 26, pp. 557-560.
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and Arizona Mining Company as was covered by the apex

of the Naco and Escambrosia limestones on Copper Queen

Consolidated Mining Company grounds. But the question

could have been settled only after bitter litigation,

enormous expense, and repeated injunctions and inter-

ruptions of work. 37 The two companies made an agreement

waiving the law of the apex, and adopting the common

law rule, by which the side end line carried down ver-

tically defined the ownership of the metal in depth.

The agreement between the companies involved the right of

free access to each other's mines. Therefore, any discov-

ery made by one company was open to the inspection of its

neighbor. And of this privilege the companies affected

took liberal advantage. In spite of interlacing property

lines, for thirty years the Copper Queen Consolidated

Mining Company and the Calumet and Arizona Mining Company

oper .ated in friendly competition, all disagreements being

settled by conferences among the engineers. 38

Further achievements during this period of industrial

competition, were the building of great modern smelters

outside of Bisbee and the construction of the El Paso and

Southwestern Railroad. The time had come when more space

was necessary for smelting operations. In the beginning,

37. Douglas, The Copper Queen Mines and Works,
p. 547.

38. Ibid.
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one small furnace had smelted the ore; later, a larger

plant was put in; finally, a smelter that was sufficient

for the purpose at that time, though only the richness

of the mines made it so, smelted the Bisbee ores. Hem-

med in by mountains, with no more room in which to ex-

pand the smelting plant, it was necessary to look for

a place that was level, where sufficient water was

available, and which was not too far from the mines.

Having become dissatisfied with existing railway trans-

portation by way of Benson and the Southern Pacific Rail-

road, and being unable to secure satisfactory concessions

from the larger railroad companies in the Southwest,

the Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company, under,con-

trol of Phelps Dodge and Company, also set out to secure

better facilities for their freight traffic. 39 Such were

the circumstances and such were the motives which led to

the extension of the railroad and the building of new

smelting works and which gave birth to the town of Douglas.

Both the Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company and

the Calumet and Arizona Mining Company erected smelters

at a site twenty-four miles from Bisbee on the Agua Prietta

River. In 1901, the management of the Copper Çueen Consol-

idated Mining Company decided that its smelters in Bisbee

were too small to handle the volume of ore that was

39. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol.
p. 77.
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available. The value of the old smelting works stood on

the books of the company at $1,000,000, but it was decided

that the plant had become unfit for the proper applica-

tion of modern labor-saving methods and that it should be

relegated to the scrap heap. Not a single piece of the

old machinery was introduced into the new Copper queen

Smelter, which became the most modern plant in the world.

It was designed for a production of 10,000,000 pounds of

copper per month, and was soon afterwards enlarged to a

capacity of 12,000,000 pounds per month. 40 The build-

ings consisted of a smelter building, power house, boiler

house, machine shops, and foundry. The plant occupied

a site of about 300 acres and was served by a complete

Y-track railroad system of standard gauge, consisting of

fifteen miles of track, reaching to every building and

department of the plant. The construction of this smelt-

er was begun in 1901 and the first stock was blown in

March, 1904, 41 since which time there has been almost

constant enlargement. Having decided upon the location

of the smelter, it was only reasonable to assume that

a town would spring up. The townsite was staked off,

and, within a year, it became a thriving community. The

town was named Douglas in honor of Dr. James Douglas,

40. Douglas, The Copper Queen Mines and Works,
P. 458,

41. Conners, Toe. Who's Who in Arizona, vol. I,
p. 117.
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the father of mining operations in Bisbee. The growth

of the new town was augmented by the decision of the

Calumet and Arizona Mining Company to build its smelter

two miles west of the town. Although the latter company

started to build its smelter after the Copper Queen

Smelter was begun, it finished its smaller plant first,

and, in November, 1902, the first bar of copper was

turned out in Douglas. 42

June 25, 1901, the El Paso and Southwestern Rail-

road Company was incorporated to continue railroad

building for Phelps Dodge and Company. 43 The Arizona and

Southwestern Railroad was sold to the El Paso and South-

western Railroad Company, 44 which extended its line to

the newly formed city of Douglas, 45 where the great smelt-

ers were located. Douglas was also the junction point

of the Nacozari Railroad which was then being built south

to supply transportation facilities for the Nacozari

mines and adjacent mineral regions operated by Phelps

Dodge and Company. 46 A line from Deming, New Mexico

42. "Future of Smelter City Assured," Bisbee Daily
Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 7, p. 1.

43. Campbell, Historical Outline, Southern Pacific
Comparly, Unpublished Manuscript, S.P.R.R. Co., p. 84.

44. Douglas, The Copper Queen Mines and Works,p.542.

45. Campbell, Historical Outline, Southern Pacific 
Company, Unpublished Manuscript, S.P.R.R. Co., p. 84.

46. Douglas, The Copper Queen Mines and Works,p.542.
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through Hermanas, New Mexico to Douglas was opened,

June 30, 1902. 47 The through line of the El Paso and

Southwestern Railroad from Benson by way of Fairbanks

and Douglas was opened, June 20, 1903, to El Paso, a

further distance of 217 miles, 48 in order to reach a

competative railroad point. Grades of the El Paso and

Southwestern main line into Bisbee were found too heavy

for economic operation, and, as a result, the line was

relocated during the years 1903 and 1904 from Lewis

Springs through Naco and Osborne to Forrest Junction,

passing Bisbee eight miles to the south. 49 A branch

line for both freight and passenger service was run into

Bisbee. The El Paso and Southwestern railway system of

1139 miles was operated by Phelps Dodge and Company in-

terests until November 1, 1924, at which time it was con-

solidated with the Southern Pacific Railroad. 50

Possibilities for lucrative profits had been fully

demonstrated and more capital flowed into Bisbee for

development work. L. C. Shattuck owned some mining

claims in the northeastern part of the district and adja-

cent to the ground of the Copper Queen Consolidated

47. Campbell, Historical Outline, Southern Pacific 
Company, Unpublished Manuscript, S.P.R.R. Co., p. 84.

48. Ibid.

49. Ibid.

50. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol. II,p.77.
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Mining Company, where formerly one would never have

looked for ore, 51 and Maurice Denn, L. C. Shattuck, and

associates held mining claims to the east of the Calumet

and Arizona Mining Company properties. 52 The discovery

of ore in the Irish Mag claim stimulated prospecting to

such an extent that Mr. Shattuck and his associates were

able to interest St Paul capitalists in the development

of their claims 53 and two new copper producers were soon

established in the district.

With a capitalization of $3,500,000, the Shattuck

Arizona Copper Company was incorporated, March 22, 1904,

under the laws of Arizona. 54 Development of the Shat-

tuck Mine began in August, 1904 and ore was encountered

in 1905. Because of the rough topography of the land

and because of the fact that neighboring properties held

all tunnel sites, development was done by shaft. 55 In

1907, work on the mine was stopped for a time, owing to

the panic of that year, but was resumed in 1908. 56 Ore

was found at a depth of 100 feet and was practically

51. Douglas, The Copper Queen Mines and Works,
p. 574.

52. Elsing, The Bisbee Mining District, Past,
Present, and Future, p. 21.

53. Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol. I, p. 128.

54. Ibid.

55. Ibid.

56. Ibid.
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continuous to the bottom of a 1100-foot shaft. 57 The

Shattuck holdings, consisting of only eight patented

claims, with an extent of 108 to 120 acres were small

in area but were wonderfully rich. For a time the com-

pany pursued the policy of extracting only the highest

grade ores, which, in 1910, gave the phenominal average

return of 17 per cent copper, leaving an immensely great-

er tonnage of ore of much lower grade unstoped in the

mine. 58 The Shattuck Smelter was located at Douglas,

between the Calumet and Arizona and the Copper Queen

Smelters, in 1911. 59 From 1910 to 1921, the Shattuck

Arizona Copper Company paid $8,000,000 in dividends,

which was equal to about $70,000 per acre of properties

held. At various times mining experts predicted that

ore in the Shattuck mine was about exhausted and the

mine was not good for more than a few months, but just

about the time the orebodies started to dwindle, rich

ore was found in some unexpected place, and the Shattuck

became known as the "biggest little mine" in the Bisbee

mining district. 60

57. "Shattuck Arizona Called the Biggest Little Mine,"
Arizona Mining Journal, Nov, 1, 1923, p. 9.

58. Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol. I, p. 128.

59. "'Iron Ore' Describes Shattuck Smelter," Bisbee 
Daily Review, Dec. 11, 1911, p. 5.

60. "Shattuck Mine Paid Dividends for Two Decades,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 8, p. 1.
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The Denn Arizona Mining Company was organized in

1905 to work the holdings of L. C. Shattuck, Maurice

Denn, and their associates. The original Denn property,

consisting of thirteen mining claims, included an area

of about 200 acres. Development work proved that the

orebodies occurred at considerable depth. The first

main shaft was 1800 feet deep, and an orebody of con-

siderable size was opened up on the 1700-foot level.

The deposits, an enormous body of sulphide ore, ran

from six to ten per cent copper. On the 2000, 2100,

and 2300-foot levels the main drifts were driven west.

Starting from the shaft, crosscuts were driven south

100 feet apart to the ore along the Dividend Fault.

Although, by 1923, the Denn Mine had produced 9,000,-

000 pounds of copper, it was still in the development

stage. 61

Bisbee had rapidly grown into a great industrial

community, but in civic development it remained for

some years a frontier town and its pioneers lived as

crude a life as those who pushed into the West during

the time of Daniel Boon. Before the days of sewers,

paved streets, flood control, fire prevention, and other

public improvements, the early settlers of the district

suffered many hardships. During the dry seasons great

61. "Shattuck Mine Paid Dividends for Two Decades,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 8, p. 1.
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banks of dust accumulated on the main thoroughfares and

in rainy weather the streets were quagmires. Now and

then a huge boulder plunged down a mountain side. Cloud-

bursts sent torrents of water down the two main streets.

Less courageous souls than those who sought their for-

tunes in the Mule Mountains would have been discouraged.

Among other hardships, the pioneers of Bisbee had

to grapple with sickness and disease. Shallow wells,

open to obvious contamination were largely used as

sources of drinking water. From 1888 to 1890, hundreds

of persons died from typhoid fever, before the source

of the germs could be discovered. 62 Stricken miners

lay on canvas cots in Brewery Gulch and along Main

Street, their uneasy but brave partners fanning them to

keep down the fever. They knew there was no chance of

recovery. Jimmie Carr's prairie schooners unloaded

their coke and store supplies, then started back with

as many of the sick as they could carry over the grade

to Tombstone, where they were placed in the overcrowded

hospita1. 63 The old timers claimed that those who drank

plenty of whisky and those who drank water from the

spring in Brewery Gulch were singularly free from the

62. Spears, "A Wild West Town that Grew Up,"
Los Angeles Times Sundu az2.!1122, Aug. 2, 1932, p. 16.

63. Chisholm, "Dr, James Douglas," Arizona Histor-
ical Review, Jan., 1932, p. 16.
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disease. 64 It was nearly two years before the pollution

of the spring water was discovered, due to utter lack of

competent medical men in the camp. 65 Dr. James Douglas,

always interested in the welfare of the people whom he

considered dependent on his mining activities, came to

Bisbee, and, by means of lectures, lantern slides, and

other active work, caused the rough, but not unreason-

able, frontiersmen to understand, and induced them to

clean up the town, and to adopt the best methods of san-

itation known in those days. 66

Miners suffered many fatalities due to carelessness

and lack of safety measures. It was not uncommon for

four or five men to go down a shaft in an empty car on

a cage, a practice which resulted in numerous fatal ac-

cidents. Often they would hop on the bucket or crosshead

at different sections, not even stopping the bucket while

ascending or descending. When the men had occassion to

cross to the opposite side of the shaft, they looked up

the shaft; if the cage or bucket were not in sight, they

jumped across the open shaft to the other side. Careless

miners carried dynamite in their pockets. The primers

with fuses attached, they coiled about their hats until

64, Spears, "A Wild West Town that Grew Up,"
Los Angeles Times Sunday Magazine, Aug. 2, 1932, p. 16.

65. Ibid.

66. Chisholm, "Dr. James Douglas," Arizona Histor-
ical Review, Jan., 1932, p. 16.
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such a time as they were needed. If a miner mashed a

finger or toe, he melted a tape off a fuse with his

lighted candle and wrapped it around the injury while the

tape was hot . If he received a cut on the head, he looked

for a man chewing tobacco, slapped the cud over the cut,

tied it on with an old bandanna, and continued working.

Vertical ladders in shafts and raises were numerous. If

a miner fell from a ladder, he did not stop until he hit

the bottom. Most of the change rooms were on the tops

of old dirty steam boilers, where five-gallon cans were

used for bathtubs. 67 It was several years before hard-

ships underground were reduced to a minimum.

Serious floods menaced the lower parts of Bisbee.

The main streets, laid out at the bottom of Tombstone

Canyon and Brewery Gulch, joined Mule Pass at the point

where the smelter was formerly located. Timber had

been stripped from the mountains to run the smelter, which,

besides coke, burned 3554 cords of Wood per month. After

every heavy rain, great streams of water came pouring

down the main streets. During the rainy seasons, school

children were warned to remain as much as possible on the

side of the canyon on which they lived, as it was im-

possible to cross the water and reach the other side of

67. Malley, James. "Perils of Mining," Bisbee
Daily. Review, Oct, 17, 1935, p. 8.

Malley, James. Lecture, Bisbee High School
Assembly, Oct. 16, 1935.
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the canyon. 68 Early in the history of the mining camp,

substantial wooden floodgates were built in Tombstone

Canyon, directly across the street from the present

Ball-Carson Studio. The floodgates were closed in time

of floods and thus the storm waters were deflected from

the main part of town. A wooden viaduct was constructed

eastward from Main Street, and later a much more sub-

stantial subway carried the flood waters along the base

of the steep hills to the west. Minor floods have caused

much inconvenience and some loss, but in the early days

they were almost welcome, as they scoured the hillsides

and carried away the old cans and refuse which, at times,

had disagreeable prominence in the local landscape. How-

ever, when an unusually heavy cloudburst came during the

summer months, Brewery Gulch was, of necessity, deserted,

for the water came down in torrents, carrying everything

in its path. During a flood in the summer of 1908, there

swept down thousands of tons of earth from the western

hillside. Parts of the debris burst into the post office

and burned fixtures and mail many feet deep. 69 Even to-

day it is dangerous to cross the lower end of Brewery

Gulch during a cloudburst. Several people have been

drowned there in recent years.

68. Barkell, "History of Schools in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.

69 , McClintock, Arizona, vol. II, p. 584.
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Fire fighting equipment was crude and fire hazards

were many. The Bisbee Fire Department, consisting of a

small group of volunteers, who depended upon natural

water supply and bucket brigades for their equipment, was

reorganized, October 1, 1894. 7° Its original great seal

--still in possession of W. B. Norton, fire chief, 1937--

was a combination of fire axe, ladder, nozzel, helmet,

and pike loole. 71 The hose cart of the department was

kept in a small shack located on the present site of the

entrance to the Bank of Bisbee Building. A hand reel

with 300 feet of hose and a two-wheeled cart with chem-

ical tank was added to the equipment. The chemical tank,

operated by a chemical company separate from the hose

company, was the pride of the volunteers. 72 In October,

1908, Bisbee suffered a destructive fire. The flames

swept the business section. Many homes were burned; oth-

ers were blown up with dynamite in an effort to check the

spread of the fire . Finally the fire was stopped at the

edge of a broad space which had been cleared by dynamite.

70. A roster of the volunteers revealed the names
of L. C. Shattuck, Joseph Muheim, Jakob Schmid, C. L.
Beckwith, Dan Walsh, George McGraw, George Toles, Jim
Letson, Harry Hanninger, O. W. Geisenhof, and Ben 4il-
liams. "Bisbee Fire Department Organized, 1894, 4 Bis-
bee Danz Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. B, p. 5.

71. Norton, W. B. Interview, June 7, 1936.

72. "Bisbee Fire Department Organized, 1894,ft
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. B, p. 5.
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The progress of the conflagration, the loss from which

was estimated at over $500,000, was almost unchecked,

owing to the lack of a proper water supply and adequate

fire-fighting equipment. 73

The mining companies did not leave the settlers of

Bisbee entirely to shift for themselves, but took a pro-

found interest in the welfare of their workmen and in

the future of the community. They encouraged, assisted,

and instituted the changes which were so sorely needed.

Hospitals were built, improvements in working conditions

were made, a library was established, churches were

erected, and young men's and young women's christian

associations were organized.

Medical service and hospitalization for miners and

their families and other residents of Bisbee were main-

tained by the mining companies. The Copper queen Mining

Company set up a dispensary on the site of the old Gold-

water and Castaneda Store, where prompt medical attention

was given to injured miners, and where medicines were

distributed to company employees and their families aa

needed, the miners paying a monthly fee for this service.

The dispensary building was reconstructed in 1910. It

was moved to its present location in 1914, and the "Old

Dispensary Building" has since been occupied by the

73. "Bisbee Fire Department Organized, 1894,"
Bisbee 22.11y Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. B. p. 5.
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Cochise Publishing Company, publishers of the Bisbee

Daily Review. 74 The first hospital in the district,

built in September, 1900, by the Copper Queen Consol-

idated Mining Company, was located near the old Rucker

Mine, about one-half mile from Main Street. 75 There

being no room for enlargement at this location, the

original Copper Queen Hospital building, which had been

reconstructed in 1902, 1903, and 1904, was moved to

Lowell in 1909. 76 Among the early company doctors were

Dr. Frederick A. Sweet, chief surgeon, who was succeed-

ed by the late Dr. George A. Bridge in 1904. Dr. Robert

Ferguson, who served the hospital from 1905 to 1936, be-

came chief surgeon in 1929, succeeding Dr . Bridge, who

was forced to retire because of ill health. Dr. Thomas

Watkins was a company doctor at the Copper Queen Hospital

from 1908 to 1934. 77 By 1929, underground workings at

Lowell had caused the hospital building to become some-

what out of alignment, and a new hospital was built in

Bisbee adjoining the Copper Queen Dispensary. 78 The

Calumet and Arizona Mining Company established a hospital

between Bisbee and Johnson Addition in the building now

74. Office Records, Phelps Dodge Corporation.

75. Cunningham, M. J. Interview, June 7, 1937.

76. Cunningham, M. J. Interview, June 7, 1937,

77. Office Records, Copper Queen Hospital.

78. Office Records, Copper Queen Hospital.
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used as a Mixican mission. In 1917, that company built

a big modern hospital at Warren." The company hospit-

als, excellently equipped and modern in every detail,

have given the citizens of Bisbee medical service equal

to that of many of the largest cities of the country.

Improvements were made for the safety and comfort

of the miners. Laws were passed governing the care and

storage of explosives. No other material was allowed to

be stored with explosives and primers were to be pre-

pared by careful workmen and sent to the mines in metal

containers. The mining companies forbade their workmen

to ride in cages with any kind of material on it. Cages

were equipped with gates so that men were safe while

riding up and down the shafts. To prevent a miner who

happened to fall into a shaft from hitting the bottom,

staggered ladders took the place of vertical ladders

and platforms were placed every twenty feet. 80 Janu-

ary 1, 1910, an employees' benefit association was organ-

ized for the purpose of providing life, sickness, acci-

dent, and disability insurance to employees. 81 A "Safety

79. Office Records, Phelps Dodge Corporation.

80. Malley, "Perils of Mining," Bisbee Eallz. Review,
Oct. 17, 1935, p. 8.

81. Membership in the association was voluntary and
was open to any employee, regardless of occupation. The
finances of the association were administered by a joint
board composed of officers and employees of the company.
The company subscribed $15,000 annually if half the
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First" organization, which gave instruction in means of

preventing accidents, rescue work, and first aid, was

created in 1912. 82

The Copper Queen Library, financed entirely by the

Copper Queen Consolidated Mining Company, was established

in 1887. 83 As the result of the lynching which occurred

during the wild west period of the history of the dis-

trict, 84 the Copper Queen Consolidated Mining Company

sent the Reverend J. G. Pritchard to Bisbee with a col-

lection of books. A student and scholar, the kindly and

sympathetic Reverend Pritchard understood the Bisbee

pioneers and liked them. After surveying the needs and

desires of a reading public, which, in those days, had

to be developed, he sent for more books, and, in a com-

paratively short time, a complete library was built up.

employees joined, and $25,000 if 3/4 joined, while em-
ployees contributed 2% of their monthly wages in return
for industrial and life insurance. Beneficiaries received
half wages in case of sickness or injury, and one year's
wages in case of death by accident. By the end of the
year 1910, 77% of the eligible employees were members,
and by the end of 1930, the membership had grown to 91.4%.
During this time, dues collected amounted to $1,031,270
and benefits totaled $1,274,500. The association had,
in 1931, a surplus and reserve of almost $100,000.
Hodgson, J. P. "Production of Copper Queen Gradually
Increased," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 8, p. 1.

82. Hodgson, J. P. "Production of Copper Queen
Gradually Increased," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931,
Sec. 8, p. 1.

83. "All Latest Books in Copper Queen Library,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. B, p. 1.

84. Chapter III, pp. 76 and 77.
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By 1913, the library contained 10,000 volumes on every

known subject, ranging from science to fiction, and also

many current magazines and newspapers. 85 The free ser-

vices of the Copper Queen Library, financed by the Phelps

Dodge Corporation, have become practically indispensable

to the Bisbee public.

Most of the early settlers came to Bisbee for pure

economic motives, but the miners were followed by preach-

ers, and churches, the prominent members of which were

often mining company officials, were established. In

the early eighties, before Bisbee was large enough to

warrant a regular pastor, the Union Church Association,

including Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists, and Cath-

olics, was organized, and worship was conducted by vis-

iting priests coming over-from Tombstone. As soon as

the town became populous, however, different churches

began to gather their people together into congrega-

tions, to establish meeting places, and to send preach-

ers. Among the early day priests who came from the

neighboring town to conduct services in Bisbee, was

Father Granjon, later bishop of the Arizona diocese.

The first Catholic church of record in Bisbee was located

on Quality Hill. 86 Later, a much larger frame building

85, Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol. 1, p. 117.

86. "Bisbee Boasts of Many Splendid Worship Houses,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. A, p. 4.
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was erected on School Hill. Father Gheldof, the first

regular pastor of St Patricks Church in Bisbee, served

from about 1895 until 1905. 87 The earliest minister of

St. John's Episcopal Church was the Reverend J. T. Bag-

dall, who came over from Tombstone in the early eighties

and held services in the schoolhouse. Through the direc-

tion of visiting ministers, the work was carried on by

a group of lay members, under the leadership of Dr. Fred-

erick A. Sweet, chief surgeon of the Copper Queen Con-

solidated Mining Company, and Mrs. Lewis Williams, wife

of the superintendent of the Copper Queen Smelter. Vis-

iting members began work as early as 1882; St. John's

became an organized mission in 1896; the women's guild

was organized in 1898; the church lot was bought in 1900;

the church was built in 1903; and the first services in

the new church building were held, February 27, 1904. 88

In the fall of 1899, David Roberts was appointed pastor

of the Methodist people in Bisbee, with the commission

to arrange a house of worship. Previous to that time

the Methodists had been worshipping in the schoolhouse

with the Union Church Association; later they worship-

ped in the old library building. Mr. Roberts organized

a Methodist class. February 14, 1900, the lot on Clawson

87. "Bisbee Boasts of Many Splendid Worship Houses,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. A, p. 4.

88. Ibid.
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Avenue was purchased by Roberts and conveyed to the trus-

tees. 89 The covenant of the first Baptist Church of

Bisbee was approved at a meeting held in the Copper Queen

Library Building on June 26, 1904. The church, with

twenty-five charter members, was organized by the Rever-

end George H. Brewer, corresponding secretary, American

Baptist Home Missionary Society. The Reverend E. H. Ges-

sell of Douglas, was elected to minister temporarily,

until the arrival of the first pastor, the Reverend V. D.

Hodgen. The church used the Copper queen Library Build-

ing for its meetings for a few months, then moved into

the Pythian Castle, where more frequent meetings could

be held. Soon, the first Baptist church building was

erected on Castle Hill, This building was burned during

the great fire of 1908, and a new stone church was con-

structed on the same site. The membership grew until it

became necessary to seek larger quarters, and, late in

1919, the present Baptist Church was built on Main Street.

Among other employees of the mining companies, the church

membership included Dr . Bryan, who was connected with the

medical staff of the Copper queen Hospita1. 90 It Was in

the year 1900 that a group of friends of the Presbyterian

faith gathered in Library Hall and discussed the desirabil-

ity of organizing a church of their denomination. The

89, "Bisbee Boasts of Many Splendid Worship Houses,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug, 3, 1931, Sec. A t p. 4.

90. Warner, Dayton. Interview, June 7, 1937.
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Presbyterian Church was formally organized and regular

services were held in Library Hall for some years. The

Reverend J. G. Pritchard ministered without recompense

until the church felt that it could sustain a full time

paid minister. In 1901, an ordained minister, the Rev-

erend Harvy M. Shields, was called. He served as pastor

until late in 1904. In that year the present building

was formally dedicated. Arthur Curtis James, donor of

the pipe organ, and son of D. Willis Tames of Phelps

Dodge and Company, delivered the dedicatory address.

The new church building, the architecture, material, and

finish of which were after the pattern of the Dutch re-

form churches on the continent of Europe, was the gift

of several members of Phelps Dodge and Company. 91 The

Arthur Curtis James family have donated liberally to the

Presbyterian Church since its organization. Only a few

years ago Arthur Curtis James paid $350 for the cleaning

of the pipe organ; and during the recent depression he

gave the church $500. 92

Young men's and young women's christian associations

were directly supported by the mining companies or by

persons prominently connected with them. In 1906, a pre-

liminary Y.M.C.A. organization was effected as an out-

growth of an old gymnasium club, which, though a worthwhile

91. "Bisbee Boasts of Many Splendid Wroship Houses,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, p. 4.

92. Sinclair, Mrs. L. S. Interview, June 5, 1937.
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organization, did not go far enough in providing a rec-

reational and social center for young men and boys . In

1907, the organization was made a permanent branch of

the international Y.M.C.A. Among the outstanding lead-

ers of the Bisbee Y.M.C.A. were Gerald Sherman, mine

superintendent of the Copper queen Consolidated Mining

Company, and I. W. Wallace and Harry Aikin, consulting

engineers of the same company. H. C. Henrie, present

manager of the Bisbee labor department of the Phelps

Dodge Corporation, and John C. Greenway, general manager

of the Calumet and Arizona Mining Company, were members

of one of the early boards of directors. J. P. Hodgson,

mine superintendent of the Bisbee branch of Phelps Dodge

and Company, was on the board of directors of the Bisbee

Y.M.C.A. in 1912. 93 Miss Grace Dodge, a social service

worker of New York and president of the national Y.W.C.A.,

as a member of the Dodge family of Phelps Dodge and Com-

pany, was interested in Bisbee. It was in May, 1907,

that Miss Dodge, at her own expense, sent Dr. Meyer, a

Y.W.C.A. worker to investigate the situation in the,mining

town which had grown up in the Mule Mountains of south-

eastern Arizona. In May, 1908, Phelps Dodge and Company

gave the house which had just been vacated by its general

manager, Walter Douglas, for a Y.W.C.A. home. The first

93. "Y.M.C.A. Rounds Out Quarter of Century,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 3, p. 7.
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board of directors of this institution included Mrs.

Robert Ferguson and Mrs, F. E. Shine, wives of promi-

nent physicians of the Copper queen Hospital . In 1913,

Phelps Dodge and Company and Miss Grace Dodge built and

gave to the community the present beautiful Y.W.C.A.

home, the planning, architecture, and decoration of

which was directed by Mrs. Walter Douglas. The Calumet

and Arizona Mining Company donated the furnishings for

one entire floor, the cafateria. 94 After the death of

Miss Grace Dodge, Mrs. gilliam Osborn, her sister, and

the wife of one of the directors of the Phelps Dodge

Corporation, continued the subscription of $1200 which

the Y.W.C.A. has received annually. 95

With enterprise and public spirit, the mining com-

panies and their officials have sponsored, initiated,

or taken part in many industrial and civic improvements.

Through their direct or indirect leadership, newspapers,

mercantile houses, and banks were established, the town

was incorporated as a city, and public improvement com-

panies were formed. Today, every educational, civic,

and industrial undertaking, while not instituted direct-

ly by the Phelps Dodge Corporation, is done with its

approval, due to the fact that that company pays more

94. "Y.W.C.A. 25 Years Old," Bisbee Daily Review,
Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. A, pp. 6 and 7.

95. Thompson, Mrs. C. S. Interview, May 5, 1937.



134

than half of all the taxes paid in the district, 96 and

that without the great mining industry which the corpor-

ation owns and finances, Bisbee could not exist.

During the political campaign of 1900, democratic

capitalists of Bisbee felt the need of a newspaper to

support their policies and since that time corporation

interests have published a daily newspaper. The Bisbee

Democrat, a weekly paper, edited by Frank Delbridge, was

the first newspaper published in Bisbee. Its first is-

sue appeared, August 9, 1888. For lack of patronage,

the venture failed after six months. 97 In 1899, George

E. Porter and 011ie Howe started a newspaper, the Orb, 98

which also failed after a few months, The Cochise Pub-

lishing Company was incorporated by Copper queen Con-

solidated Mining Company interests in 1900 to publish

the Bisbee Daily Review. Paul Hull, a Chicago man, who

for twenty-eight weeks had conducted a high class illus-

trated weekly, the Arizona Graphic, at Phoenix, was en-

gaged as editor. The newspaper he published at Bisbee

96. The total property valuation of the Bisbee min-
ing district for 1936 was 318,342,690. The total valua-
tion - of Bisbee property owned by the Phelps Dodge Corpor-
ation, Copper queen Branch, in 1936, was $14,925,610.
Abstract of Cochise County Tax Rolls for 1936 and Cochise
County Tax Rolls, 1936, vols. 16 and 22.

97. Duncan, "Interesting Happenings During the
First Year of Bisbee," Bisbee Daily 4view,„ Dec. 3, 1911,

98. "Announcement of the Death of George Y. Porter,"
Bisbee Daily Review, July 24, 1936, p. 3.
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was good, but the income for the first month was about

$2000 less than the expenditure involved. Hull soon

abandoned the attempt to publish a Chicago newspaper in

a western mining camp. After months of vicissitude,

there came more prosperous times for the paper under

G. H. Kelly and dill Kelly. Later, the Bisbee Daily

Review progressed under the management of Frederick

Sturdevant. 99 Joe Chisholm, now a prominent author and

scenario writer in Hollywood, California, was one of the

early editors of the Bisbee Daily Review, 100 The Bisbee

Miner, a Republican newspaper, published first in 1904,

lasted only a few years. It went out of business between

the years 1907 and 1909. 101 In 1917, Mrs. Nellie B. Hoy

and her son, J. T. Hoy, purchased the equipment of the

Bisbee Miner, and, on August 1 of that year, began the

publication of the Bisbee Ore, a Democratic newspaper

and an entirely different publication from the Bisbee

Miner. 102 The Bisbee Ore was sold to the Border Pub-

lishing Company, and, since 1927, it has been published

as the Bisbee Evening Ore. The Brewery Gulch Gazette,

a weekly paper, attractive for its typically western

99, McClintock, Arizona, vol. II, p. 508.

100. "Pioneer Editor Gives Views of Early History,"
Clipping, Copper Queen Library Scrapbook.

101, Hoy, Mrs. Nellie B. Interview, May 11, 1937.

102. Hoy, Mrs. Nellie B. Interview, May 11, 1937.
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style, has been published by F. A. McKinney since March

6 9 1931.103 Since 1927, the Bisbee Daily Review and the

Bisbee Evening Ore have been published in the same build-

ing and under one management. The capital stock of the

Cochise Publishing Company and the Border Publishing Com-

pany, independent corporations, 104 was purchased--and is

still owned--by members of the Phelps Dodge Corporation. 105

Simultaneously with the commencement of mining oper-

ations on a commercial basis, the management of the Copper

Queen Mining Company became convinced that the interests

of their employees should be conserved by the establish-

ment of a store where good merchandise could be obtained

at prices within the means of the mine worker. At that

time, the independent merchants were not able to pur-

chase goods in quantities sufficient to enable them to

sell to the customers at attractive prices, nor were the

qualities of their stocks always satisfactory. To cure

the evils complained of by the residents of the town,

a small store was purchased from Mrs. Mary Crossey, in

1886. The direct management of the store was placed in

charge of William H. Brophy, who had come to the district

103. McKinney, F. A. Interview, May 11, 1937.

104. The employees of the Cochise Publishing Com-
pany and the Border Publishing Company have never been
given company hospitilization; therfore, the publishing
companies cannot be a part of the Phelps Dodge Corporation.
Anonymous, Interview, May 18 , 1937.

105. Anonymous. Interview, May 18, 1937.
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from Ireland but a short time before and had entered

the employ of Mrs. Crossey as a clerk. 106 A large

stock of goods was purchased for the new store and an

aggressive policy of ascertaining and anticipating the

needs of the community was adopted. 107 Soon the company

store carried a large line of merchandise of all descrip-

tions and was doing an enormous business in Bisbee and

the surrounding country, its trade reaching into Mex-

ic0.108 From time to time, enlargements became neces-

sary and the present building was erected on the site

of the old smelter by the Copper queen Consolidated

Mining Company in 1904, since which time it has been

enlarged and improved. In 1909, the large concrete

warehouse was built. The Copper queen Store entered the

wholesale business and supplied local independent stores

with much of their merchandise. 109 The development of

106. "Phelps Dodge Mercantile Company," Bisbee
Daily Review, May 16, 1937, Sec. 3, p. 1.

Other early employees of the Copper Queen
Store were Sam G. Spalding, Sam Yeager, Bob Spalding,
Hugh Brophy, James Wright, and Mike Brophy. Bisbee
in 1900, Unpublished Manuscript, Arizona Pioneers'
Historical Society, Feb. 4, 1900.

107. "Phelps Dodge Mercantile Company," Bisbee 
Daily, Review, May 16, 1937, Sec. 3, p. 1.

108. Bisbee in 1900, Unpublished Manuscript,
Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, Feb. 4, 1900.

109. While many independent stores buy their mer-
chandise from the company store, they are not obliged
to do so. As a matter of fact, many merchants purchase
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mining operations in the lower end of the district, with

the consequent settlement of Lowell and Warren110 neces-

sitated the opening of stores in these communities. A

store had previously been opened in Naco during the rush

period attending the opening of the mines at Cananea,

Mexico. 'then the Copper Queen and the Calumet and Arizo-

na smelters were built at Douglas, a Copper Queen Store

was established in that town. In 1911, the Phelps Dodge

officials decided that the various stores in Bisbee,

Lowell, Warren, Naco, Douglas, and Morenci, Arizona, and

also a store in Dawson, New Mexico should be put under

a single management, and, on January 1, 1912, the Phelps

Dodge Mercantile Company, with its general office located

in Bisbee, was organized for the purpose of taking over

the mercantile interests of Phelps Dodge and Company in

Arizona and New Mexico)-11 It has long been a policy of

the Phelps Dodge Mercantile Company that miners desiring

credit at the company store be permitted to sign deduc-

tion accounts and have their bills deducted from their

checks on pay day. While many of the employees have

their goods from the Arizona Produce Company, an inde-
pendent wholesale house in Bisbee, some buy from whole-
sale firms in Douglas, and others buy from Los Angeles.

110, Warren, the residential suburb of Bisbee,
was founded in 1906, when the Warren Building and also
a house built by W. H. Brophy were located there.
Barkell, "The History of Schools in Bisbee," Bisbee Daily 
Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 5, p. 3.

111. "Phelps Dodge's 50th Anniversary," Bisbee 
Daily Review, May 3, 1936, Sec. 3, p. 1.
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taken advantage of this means of securing credit, no

workman has ever been forced to sign a deduction contract,

or required to trade at the Phelps -Dodge Store„ 112 As

the mining companies, for many years, competed in friend-

ly rivalry for the mineral wealth of the district, the

company store and the independent merchants of Bisbee

have been congenial competitors for the commercial wealth

derived from trade with the employees of the mining com-

panies and others.

For two decades, Bisbee was without banking facili-

ties, but early in the new century active men of the

Copper Queen Consolidated Mining  Company pioneered the

establishment of banking institutions. In the early

years, the Goldwater and Castaneda Store acted as a de-

pository for funds, as a matter of accommodation.- 3- 3

Later the Copper Queen Store assumed responsibilities

ordinarily taken only by banking houses. 114 They took

deposits from cattle men, from people from Cananea,

Mexico who traded at the store, and from mining—com-

panies. No deposits were taken from individuals and

the store made no loans. 115 The Copper Queen Store

112. Anonymous, Interview, May 11, 1937.

113, Hankin, The Bisbee Holdup, Unpublished Manu-
script, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

114. Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol. I, p. 206.

115. Cunningham, M. J. Interview, June 7, 1937,
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handled the pay roll of the Copper Queen Consolidated

Mining Company. For years, the employees were paid in

nothing but gold and silver. 116 This finally became too

heavy a burden upon their time and force. Recognizing

the necessity of a safe depository for funds of cor-

porations, business men, and individuals, W. H. Brophy,

manager of the Copper queen Store, Y. J. Cunningham, an

employee of that store since 1893, James S. Douglas,

for many years connected with the mining industry of the

Southwest and son of Dr, James Douglas, president of the

Copper Queen Consolidated Mining Company, Ben Williams,

Copper queen Mining Company executive, and J. B. Angius

established the Bank of Bisbee, the first bank in Bisbee

and also the first bank in Cochise County. 117 February

19, 1900, the Bank of Bisbee, with resources of 253,630,

began business in its humble quarters, a part of the

Angius Building on Main Street. 118 In 1902, the bank

was moved into the present Bank of Bisbee Building,

116. Cunningham, Y. J. Interview, June 7, 1937.

117. The officers of the bank were W. H. Brophy,
president, James S. Douglas, vice president, M. J. Cun-
ningham, cashier, and J. B. Angius and Ben Williams,
the other two directors. Cunningham remained cashier
for many years and then acceded to the presidency of
the bank, a position which he held until 1934, when the
bank voluntarily liquidated. "Financial Institutions
Grew With Growth of District," Bisbee Daily Review,
Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 3, p. 7.

118. "Financial Institutions Grew With Growth of
District," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 3, p. 7.
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which was remodeled and enlarged in 1905 or 1906. 119

After thirty-four years of service to the community, and

after it had increased its resources from the original

$253 1 630 to approximately $3,500,000, the Bank of Bisbee

voluntarily liquidated in 1934. 120 On July 30, 1902,

L. C. Shattuck, proprietor of the St Louis Beer Hall

in Brewery Gulch, Joseph Muheim, owner of The Brewery,

the saloon from which Brewery Gulch received its name,

L. J. Overlock, a butcher, Jakob Schmid, mechanic of the

Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company, and J. T. Hood

established the Miners and Merchants Bank121 with a cap-

italization of $50,000. 122 This bank was first located

in the rear of a jewelry store--the building now occupied

by Sam Wilnerts clothing store--but soon sought larger

quarters across the street. With deposits the first

year reaching $38,000, the bank expanded annually and

grew to be the largest bank in Cochise County and the

fifth largest bank in the State of-Arizona. In addi-

tion to other banking facilities, the Miners and Merchants

Bank established a large trust department, handling life

insurance, wills, and every matter pertaining to trusts,

and giving expert advice on all phases of fiduciary

119. Thompson, C. S. Interview, June 9, 1937.

120. "Bank of Douglas Will Open Branch in Bisbee,"
Bisbee Daily Review, May 12, 1935, Sec. 1, p. 1.

121. Watson, John. Interview, June 7, 1937.

122. Conners, Who's Tho in Arizona, vol. I, p. 206.
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matters. 123 Until his death in 1934, L. J. Overlock

remained on the board of directors. And L. C. Shattuck

of the Shattuck Arizona Copper Company and the Denn

Arizona Mining Company after 1904 and 1905 and president

of the Shattuck Denn Mining Corporation since 1925, has

been president of the Miners and Merchants Bank since

its organization. 124 Mindful of the pentanency and pos-

sible future progress of Bisbee due to the extensive

holdings of the big corporations and their promotion of

the copper mining industry, more than fifty business men

of the district founded the Citizens Bank and Trust

Company. With an authorized capital of $100,000 ($50,000

of which was paid in), the bank opened for business on

October 8, 1906. The home of the institution, constructed

of reinforced concrete, was the only really fire proof

building in Bisbee at that time. This bank handled every

branch of banking business and was the first bank in the

district to establish a savings department. 125 During

the depression following the World War, the Citizens

Bank and Trust Company of Bisbee was declared insolvent

and was closed between December, 1922 and August, 1923. 126

123. Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol. I, p. 206.

124. "Financial Institutions Grew with Growth of
District," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 3, p. 7.

125. Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol. I, p. 206.

126, Ibid.
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Soon after Lowell became a thriving community, the Bank

of Lowell was established. 127 The residents of Lowell en-

joyed the convenience of this bank until the recent depres-

sion, when business no longer justified its continuance.

In 1932, the assets and functions of the Bank of Lowell

were transferred to its sponsor banks, the Bank of Bisbee

and the :Miners and Merchants Bank. 128 The banks filled

a long felt need in Bisbee. The danger of robbery was

practically eliminated, as the institutions supplied im-

pregnable safes for money and other valuable deposits and

maintained a heavy guard against holdups. They have

represented the savings and clearing centers of practical-

ly every person in, or employed in, business, professional,

and industrial activity. The Bank of Bisbee and the Miners

and Merchants Bank have stood as guideposts in their finan-

cial soundness and resources. It has often been boasted

that conservative banking, integrity of management, and

the immense wealth of powerful corporations backing each

institution have made these banks as safe as the Chase

National Bank of New York.

Realizing their need for civic improvements and a

stronger local government, the citizens of Bisbee,

127. Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol, I,
p. 206.

128. "Financial Institutions Grew with Growth of
DistricW Bisbee Danz Review, Aug. 3, 1931, sec. 3,
p. 7.
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including those who held enormous mining interests in

the district, asked for the incorporation of the town

as a city. January 9, 1902, the Cochise County Board

of Supervisors stipulated the boundary lines and town

limits and designated L. C. Shattuck, T. M. Shearer,

J. B. Angius„ Ed Scott, Peter Johnson, James Letson,

and Otto Geishenhofer to act as the first common coun-

cil. Three election wards, each to have two councilmen,

were created. J. J. Muirhead became the first mayor

and I. W. Wallace the first secretary of Bisbee. In a

resolution passed by the council and approved by the

proper county and territorial authorities, the town was

incorporated under a territorial and city charter on

March 15, 1902, as the city of Bisbee. 129 With the ap-

proval of the mining companies, as the largest taxpayers

129. 'Bisbee Became an Incorporated City," Bisbee 
Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. B, p. 1.

There is an interesting story connected with
the incorporation Of the city. Until Bisbee was incor-
porated, nearly all property in the district was on gov-
ernment land. Anyone who wanted to erect a hotel, restau-
rant, or other business structure, or decided to build a
home, picked out a spot and began operations. Everyone
considered that his neighbor owned the property on which
he had squatted. Chris Radovich, a Serbian, conceived
a plan by which he might have gained several thousands
of dollars worth of property. Knowing the town was to
be incorporated, he started filing claims in the busi-
ness section. He did not reckon with the character of
men who had fought and conquered many other obstacles.
Someone whispered a message to Radovich. He left the
city, and did not return to patent his claims, and those
who had squatted on United States land soon had property
titles. Spears, "A Wild West Town That Grew Up," Los
Angeles Times Sunday Magazine, Aug. 2, 1931, p. 16.
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of the district, many major municipal improvements fol-

lowed the incorporation of the city. However, the first

ordinance, passed, January 22, 1903, prohibited women

from acting as bartenders or entertaining in saloons. 130

One of the first major improvements was the brick paving

of Main Street, Brewery Gulch, and Howell Avenue. Much

of this paving remained until 1929, and some of it is

still to be found on Howell Avenue. From 1904 to 1907,

ordinances provided for the grading of Shearer and

Clawson Avenues, upper Tombstone Canyon, O. K. Street,

and Review Avenue. 131 The first comprehensive ordinance

adopted was a municipal license in the city applying to

all classes of business and business occupations, passed

on June 14, 1906. 132 The first city hall was in a build-

ing where the Bank of Bisbee Building now stands. In

1906, the present municipal building on Naco Road was

erected and the offices of the city officials were moved

there. 133 In 1907, a lengthy fire ordinance was adopted.

In March, 1908, the Warren Bisbee Street Railway Company

was given a franchise for the establishment of street

car communication from the business section of Bisbee

130. "Bisbee Became an Incorporated City," Bisbee
Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. B, p. 1.

131. Ibid.

132. Ibid., p. 5.

133, Ibid., p. 5.
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to Lowell and Warren)-34 The street car service, which

had been extended to the resident section of Tombstone

Canyon, was discontinued in 1927, and the Warren Company,

a public utility organization owned jointly by Phelps

Dodge Corporation and Calumet and Arizona Mining Company

interests, operated a city bus line for local passenger

transportation. 135 On April 7, 1908, following the great

fire, an ordinance was passed by the city council creat-

ing and maintaining a fire department. A team of horses

replaced the hand drawn cart and reels, and the fire

department was moved to the city hall. The department

at that time consisted of a volunteer chief, about fifty

volunteers, and three paid men. The paid department was

gradually increased and the volunteers were allowed to

drop out naturally. 136 A building inspector and certain

building regulations were provided in 1908. Regulations

and provisions for a public sewage system were invoked

the same year. The first traffic ordinance, passed

about 1908, made it unlawful for any person to leave a

wagon, buggy, or other vehickle standing in the streets

134. McClintock, Arizona, vol. III, p. 584.

135. Michaels, Gus. Interview, April 3, 1936.

136. W. B. Norton, the last elected chief of the
volunteers, was the first paid fire chief. Norton was
elected by the city council, April 1, 1910, and has
held the position almost continuously since that time.
"Bisbee Fire Department Organized, 1394," Bisbee Daily
Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. B $ p. 5.
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of the city longer than a one-half hour period. 137 The

police court and provisions for the appointment of a

police judge were created, April 6, 1909. In the same

year, two bond issues of $1,250,000 each were issued, the

principal purpose of which was to afford adequate water

supply for fire-fighting purposes and to provide for

street improvements, such as the construction of a sub-

way and erection of retaining walls, the most extensive

of which was built on O. K. Trail. In 1914, a fire

station house for Company No. 2 was built in Tombstone

Canyon. Company No. 2, with equipment including a team

and wagon similar to that of Company No. 1 at the City

Hall, was placed into service in October of that same year.

The present modern motorized apparatus was installed in

April, 1917. 138 Yodern fire departments were also estab-

lished in Lowell and Warren. Fire hazards no longer menace

the district.

The Bisbee Improvement Company, a public service cor-

poration, was created by the same group of men who owned

the mining property, financed the mining industry, built

the railroads, published the newspapers, supported the

churches, maintained a mercantile business, and operated

the banks of the district. Its incorporators and

137. "Bisbee Became an Incorporated City," Bisbee
Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. B, p. 5.

138. "Bisbee Fire Department Reorganized, 1894,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. B, p. 5.
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officials were; President, Walter Douglas, superintend-

ent of the Copper Queen Consolidated Mining Company and

son of Dr. James Douglas, president of the same corpora-

tion; 139 vice president, W. H. Brophy, manager of the

Copper Queen Store; 140 secretary-treasurer, S, W. French,

assistant superintendent of the Copper Queen Consolidated

Mining Company; 141 other directors, Ben Williams, J. B.

Angius, and L. C. Shattuck. With a capitalization of

$50,000, the Bisbee Improvement Company was incorporated

in 1901 for the purpose of conducting a number of public

enterprises .142 The first work of the new corporation

was to inaugurate some kind of telephone service which

would facilitate communication with Douglas, the smelter

town. The first telephone service in Bisbee, a one-

position switchboard with an exchange, 143 had its head-

quarters in the Copper Queen Hotel, which was establish-

ed by the Copper Queen Consolidated Mining Company, Jan-

uary 1, 1902. 144 A new central emergency switchboard

139. Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol. I, p. 463.

140. McClintock, Arizona, vol. III, p. 208.

141. Ibid., p. 207.

142. "Bisbee Water Supply Began With Burro Pack,"
Bisbee 22.11,y Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. A, p. 4.

143. This switchboard was not much larger than the
board of exchange located in the Copper Queen Hotel, and
operated solely for the hotel business. "Bisbee Water
Supply Began With Burro Pack," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug.
3, 1931, Sec. A. p. 4.

144. Office Records, Copper Queen Hotel.
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was later installed and the plant was further improved.

For a number of years the telephone service was an im-

portant part of the activities of the Bisbee Improvement

Company. 145 The development of the ice industry was

rapid. In the early days crude ice boxes had been fash-

ioned of rough containers, made cool by means of water

dripping down over a canvas covering. These iceless

ice boxes were replaced by more modern boxes having con-

tainers for ice. The first ice was made in a small tank

in the warehouse of the Copper queen Store. The Bisbee

Improvement Company acquired the plant from the Copper

Queen Consolidated Yining Company and installed a more

modern plant in Lowell. The scope of service of the

ice industry was increased commensurate with the demand

for ice and more and better machinery was added from

time to time. More people began using ice in their

homes, business houses, and workshops and the manufacture

and distribution of ice became a permanent business. 146

The candle and oil lamp gave way to a modern electric

lighting system. A power plant large enough to generate

current sufficient to fill the needs of the community

was installed at Lowell; and homes, stores, and public

places had the benefit of a modern lighting system.

145, "Bisbee Water Supply Began With Burro Pack,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. A, p. 4.

146. Ibid.
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Not long after the establishment of the electric light

plant, the Bisbee Improvement Company launched into gas

distribution. In 1904, the International Gas and Light

Company of Los Angeles had undertaken the distribution

of gas in Bisbee. The services of the company had been

poor, it had had few customers, and was not a success.

In 1905, the city council of Bisbee had granted a pub-

lic franchise to W. A. McPherson to erect and maintain

a gas plant. In 1911, the Bisbee Improvement Company

took over the services of the defunct International

Gas and Light Company, and also purchased from W. A. Mc-

Pherson his gas plant in Johnson Addition. The location

of the plant remained in Johnson Addition, but many im-

provements were made. Additional equipment and modern

machinery to meet the demands of a growing patronage

were added.147

The Bisbee Naco Water Company, another public

service corporation, was organized by fifty Bisbee res-

idents. Although its creation was slower, the develop-

ment of the water distribution industry, once it was

well launched, advanced as fast as the other phases of

public service. The first water supply for the town of

Bisbee was developed in Tombstone Canyon by E. B. Mason

and M. J. Brophy, and was known as the Mason Brophy Water

147. "Bisbee Water Supply Began With Burro Pack,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. A, p. 4.
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Company. It was located near the old Climax Mine proper-

ty, and it was from there that the water was carried in

canvas sacks on the backs of burros to the different

patrons. Although it had its well several miles distant

from the original supply, the Bisbee Naco Water Company

was actually an outgrowth of that infant industry. In

1901, the Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company

drilled a well in Naco for its own use. This water was

piped to Bisbee and the mule-pack distribution system

disappeared. The Naco well was purchased by the Bisbee

Naco Water Company and the pipe line was enlarged. From

1904, the year of its inception, the business of the

comiDany increased by leaps and bounds, reaching a peak

of 2681 customers by 1919. The lines of the company

were extended to embrace all parts of the district and

an ample supply of pure water was available to every

home and every business institution in Bisbee. The

danger of typhoid epidemics from contaminated water end-

ed. The Bisbee Naco Water Company had a remarkable

growth, as is illustrated by the lift from the Naco wells

of 1300 feet to the head tank in Tombstone Canyon, a dis-

tance of nine miles .148

The properties of the Bisbee Improvement Company

and the Bisbee Naco Water Company were disposed of by

148. "Bisbee Water Supply Began With Burro Pack,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec, A, p. 4.
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the original promoters. In 1910, the Bisbee Improve-

ment Company sold its telephone business to the Tristate

Telephone Company, a subsidiary of the American Bell

Telephone Company. The first telephone service of

Bisbee, the beginning of the present large system of the

local branch of the Mountain States Telephone and Tel-

egraph Company, became a subsidiary of the greatest

utility company in the world. In 1925 and 1926, the

Bisbee Improvement Company and the Bisbee Naco Water

Company were taken over by the W. B. Foshay Company,

of Minneapolis. They were soon sold by that company to

the Peoples Light and Power Company, of New York. The

Peoples Light and Power Company was later operated by

the Arizona Edison Company. 149

While the constructive efforts of the mining com-

panies made it possible to conquer disease and the

elements and to free the town from .epidemics, scourges,

and floods; while they financed railroads, business

houses, banks, social institutions, and public improve-

ments; with unstinting capital they developed the copper

Industry, the backbone of the district, and it contin-

ued to expand, as did the dependable, "generous" corpor-

ations which dominated Bisbee.

The Calumet and Arizona Mining Company developed,

by purchase and consolidation, into a powerful corporation.

149. "Bisbee Water Supply Began With Burro Pack,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. A, p. 4.
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From the time of the first development work in the

Irish Mag mining claim up to 1906, all the copper pro-

duced came from a small area, probably not larger than

twenty acres. 15° In February, 1911, the Superior and

Pittsburg Copper Company was merged with the Calumet

and Arizona Mining Company with a capitalization of

$6,500 000. 151 By 1913, the company owned more than

100 claims in the Bisbee mining district, and had a

production of 50,000,000 pounds of copper per year. 152

By 1921, it had 171 claims comprising 2013 acres. 155

In 1923, the Calumet and Arizona Mining Company had

six main working shafts in the district, including the

Irish Mag, Oliver, Coal, Briggs, Hoatson, and Junction.

From these shafts, drifts, raises, and winzes were run

to develop the orebodies on an extensive scale. 154

150. "Confidence Built the Calumet and Arizona,"
Arizona Mining Journal, Nov. 1, 1923, p. 2.

151. Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol. I, p. 144.

152. "Confidence Built the Calumet and Arizona,"
Arizona Minine Journal, Nov. 1, 1923, p. 2.

153. This property included the original claims in
Bisbee; the property formerly owned by the Superior and
Pittsburg Copper Company--1384 acres, for which the
Calumet and Arizona Mining Company paid $14,000 per acre;
the American Saginaw group of 430 acres, for which they
paid $2400 per acre; the Higgins group, bought at $6000
per acre; and the Calumet and Bisbee group, for which
they paid $1366 per acre. Motz, "'Warren Mining District
Has Showed Expansion," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931,
Sec. 4, p. 1.

154. "Confidence Built the Calumet and Arizona,"
Arizona Mining Journal, Nov. 1, 1923, p. 2.
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From 1915 to 1923, valuable orebodies were opened on the

1600, 1700, and 1800-foot levels. The operating capac-

ity of the company, by 1923, was 70,000,000 pounds of

copper per year.-55 As a dividend payer, there were

few properties that compared with the Calumet and Ari-

zona for the same period. The amount paid to shareholders

had, by 1923, amounted to $47,000,000. 156 Of this amount,

the Irish Nag claim alone, from its not more than twenty

acres, paid more than 15,000,000. 157 At the same time,

new buildings were being erected and additional equipment

added, costing several millions of dollars. The policy

of the company was to maintain a very Large cash surplus

to meet extra demands, make advancements, and maintain

regular dividends. The extension of the company into

the Ajo field, where the New Carnelia Copper Company

made such remarkable progress, was one of the advantages

gained by the large surplus carried. The Calumet and

Arizona Mining Company acquired 1,229,741 shares of the

New Carnelia Copper Company's stock. Other ventures

took them into Mexico for the Ahumada and Erupcion, into

Lordsburg, New Mexico for the Eighty-five Mine t and into

155. "Confidence Built the Calumet and Arizona,"
Arizona Mining Journal, Nov. 1, 1923, p. 2.

156. Elsing, The Bisbee Mining District, Past,
Present, and Future, p. 20.

157. "Confidence Built the Calumet and Arizona,"
Arizona MininE Journal, Nov. 1, 1923, p. 2.
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various parts of Arizona for the Verde Central, the El

Tiro, and other mines. 158 The Calumet and Arizona Min-

ing Company, the second largest operating company in

Bisbee, had, in comparatively few years, become an in-

dustry builder.

There was no real change in the business when

Phelps Dodge and Company was reorganized as the Phelps

Dodge Corporation Ln 1917. 159 The holdings of Phelps

Dodge and Company had come to include the Detroit Cop-

per Mining Company of Arizona at Morenci; the Old

Dominion Copper Company at Globe; the Moctezuma Copper

Company at Nacozari, Mexico; the Montana Copper Company;

the Bunker Hill Mines Company at Tombstone; 160 the Burro

Mountain Mines at Tyrone, New Mexico; the Commercial

Copper Mine at Copper Basin, Arizona; 161 the Copper

Queen Consolidated Mining Company at Bisbee; and mines

in a number of other places .162 Mills and smelters

had been built, towns had sprung up, a great railroad

had been constructed, a huge mercantile company had been

158. "Confidence Built the Calumet and Arizona,"
Arizona Mining Journal, Nov. 1, 1923, p. 2.

159, "Phelps Dodge Originally in Import Trade,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. C I p. 1.

160. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol. III,
p. 9.

161. "Success Comes After Many Failures," Arizona
Mining Journal, Nov. 1, 1923, p. 3.

162. Sloan and Adams, Lilltory of Arizona, vol. III,
P. 9.
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formed, and copper products corporations had been organ-

ized. Phelps Dodge and Company had also acquired clay

plants at Ancho, New Mexico, 163 the Stag Canyon Fuel

Company, and coal mines at Dawson, New Mexico. 164 An

important coal mining industry had been developed to

supply the mines, the smelters, the railroads, and the

towns with fue1. 165 In 1917, all the properties and

other assets of Phelps Dodge and Company, through stock

transfers, became the property of the Phelps Dodge Cor-

poration, and the Copper queen Consolidated Mining Com-

pany became the Phelps Dodge Corporation, Copper Queen

Branch. 166

Leasing operations played an important part in ex-

tending the ore limits of the Bisbee mining district.

There have been many successful leases, both in practi-

cally worked out mines, and in undeveloped claims on the

163. "Success Comes After Many Failures," Arizona
Mining Journal., Nov.. 1,. 1923, p. 3.

164. "Phelps Dodge Originally in Import Trade, - "
Bisbee Daily, Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. C, p. 1,

p. 9.
165, Sloan and Adams, History. of Arizona, vol. III,

166. Hodgson, 'Production of Copper Queen Gradually
Increased," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 8, P. 1.

Later in the year 1917, Dr, James Douglas re-
signed as president of the Phelps Dodge Corporation, in
whose development he had been so large a factor,. and vas
elected chairman of the board of directors. Hodgson,
"Production of Copper queen Gradually Increased," Bisbee
Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 8, p. 1.
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outside edge of the known ore zones. The most important

of these were the Higgins, Boras, and Night Hawk leases.

The Higgins lease was started on the property of the

Higgins Mine, northeast of the first holdings of the

Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company. From 1902 to

1906, this mine was worked without success. In March,

1914, leasing operations were again initiated and the

first ore was struck in July of that year. Shipping

operations were discontinued owing to the slump in price

of copper at the outbreak of the World War, but was re-

sumed in March, 1915; and continued until the latter

part of 1916. In 1921, the Higgins lease was optioned

to the Phelps Dodge Corporation. 167 This lease was fol-

lowed by other leases, which struck ore of higher grade

and became very profitable undertakings. The Boras

lease was started in February, 1917, on the Boras claim,

in the Don Luis section of the Bisbee mining district.

Nothing of importance was discovered until December, 1919,

when a high grade orebody was opened below the 400-foot

level, In 1920, more than 2,000,000 pounds of copper and

20,000 ounces of silver were produced, and the lease paid

back to its investors $60,000. 168 The Night Hawk lease

was started in 1917, on the Night Hawk claim, in the Don

Luis section of the district. Several orebodies similar

167. Elsing, The Bisbee Mininr, District, Past,
Present, and Future, p. 21.

168. Ibid., p. 22.
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to the ore in the Boras claim were opened up. This

leasing company spent $100,000 in development. 169

These famous leases paid their stockholders many times

their original investment in dividends.

On May 20, 1925, the Shattuck Arizona Copper Com-

pany and the Denn Arizona Mining Company were combined

as the Shattuck Denn Mining Corporation. 170 A good

body of ore was struck on the 1700-foot level soon after

the reorganization, and several other orebodies were en-

countered in various areas. 171 The Shattuck Denn mines

have been the highest grade -producers of any large cop-

per mines in the world, and possibly also the lowest

cost producers. 172 From these mines have been extracted

the largest variety of minerals and more different met-

als than from any other mine in the State of Arizona.-73

Rare scenic effects have been produced in the Shattuck

Mine. From one of these a body of 7000 tons of ore

was extracted which ran from forty to forty-five per

cent copper, with high values of gold and silver. An-

other, was a blocked out body of 400,000 tons of ore

169. Elsing, The Bisbee Mining District, Past,
Present, and Future, p. 22.

170. Motz, "Warren District Has Shown Expansion,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 4, p. 1.

171. "Shattuck Mine Paid Dividends for Two Decades'
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 8, p. 1.

172. Ibid.

173. Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol. I, p. 128.
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running from six to forty-five per cent copper. Prob-

ably one of the greatest scenic places in Arizona was

the Shattuck Cave, now closed to the public. 174 One

of the deepest mines in the district, the Denn presented

the difficult problem of water and pumping, but in later

years this was solved. The shaft was sunk to a depth of

2200 feet, with a 50-foot sump for boosting the water

to a higher level, from which it flows into the Junction

Mine for disposa1. 175 After many years of struggle

against what seemed, at times, almost insurmountable dif-

ficulties, L. C. Shattuck and his associates succeeded

in giving to Bisbee another great copper producer.

The opening up of 30,000,000 tons of concentrated

ore under Sacramento Hill 176 was one of the most im-

portant mining developments in the Bisbee mining dis-

trict, and one of the greatest mining projects of the

Southwest. In addition to mining deep-seated ores, the

Phelps Dodge Corporation, Copper Queen Branch started

on the immense undertaking of leveling Sacramento Hill;

in fact, more than leveling it, for it required almost

that to get to the large body of low grade ore that was

under the mountain. As soon as the copper market

174, "Shattuck Arizona Called the Biggest Little
Mine," Arizona Mining. Journal, Nov. 1, 1923, p. 9.

175. "Shattuck Mine Paid Dividends for Two Decades,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 8, p. 1.

176. "Sacramento Hill" was the popular name for
Sacramento Mountain.
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warranted an increase in production, the Copper queen

Branch of the Phelps Dodge Corporation became an impor-

tant producer of copper concentrates, in addition to

its direct-smelting ores. 177

Prospecting and testing were followed by develop-

ment and production. In 1911, a tunnel, driven into

the side of Sacramento Hill, gave such favorable indica-

tions of a disseminated porophy orebody that, in 1913,

prospecting the mountain was started from the surface

by churn drills and also by underground work. 178 Two

orebodies were found, the West Orebody and the East

Orebody, By 1914, enough ore was developed to warrant

the construction of a 90-ton test mill using a combina-

tion gravity process and filtration. The results at

the pilot plant, testing Sacramento Hill ores, were so

encouraging that, in 1916, plans were made for mining

the ore. 179 After testing to ascertain whether the ore

could be profitably handled, the Phelps Dodge Corpora-

tion started on a $6,000,000 development proposition to

uncover the ore, in order that it might be mined with

steam shovels, and to build a 5000-ton concentrator for

177. Elsing, The Bisbee Mining District, Past,
Present, 'and Future, p. 16.

178. Hodgson, "Production of Copper Queen Grad-
ually Increased," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931,
Sec. 8, p. 1.

179. Ibid.
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its treatment. In 1916, the location of the concentrator

was selected and grading of the plant railroad from Sacra-

mento Hill to the concentrator site was commenced. 180

The stripping of the West Orebody began. Seven steam

shovels were employed in the operation and these were

served by fifteen "dinky" locomotives hauling trains of

four to six dump cars. 181 The World War came and work

was suspended in favor of places where the recovery of

copper was more of a certainty. 182 In 1920, the strip-

ping of Sacramento Hill and the construction of the new

concentrator were recommenced. -83 By 1921, more than

5,500,000 cubic yards of material were removed. The moun-

tain was reduced by means of horizontal benches which

were sixty, forty-five, and thirty-five feet in height.

About sixteen miles of railroad track was laid to con-

nect these benches with the waste dumps and the concen-

trator. 184 Demand for copper increased steadily

180. Hodgson, "Production of Copper Queen Grad-
ually Increased," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931,
Sec. 8, p. 1.

181. "Moving a Hill," Literary Digest, Jan. 8,
1921, p. 31.

182. Mott, Harvy L. "Bisbee Turns Huge Mountain
into Big Pit," Arizona Republic, April 15, 1934, p. 11.

183. Hodgson, "Production of Copper Queen Grad-
ually Increased," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931,
Sec. 8, p. 4.

184. Ibid.
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throughout 1922, and in January, 1923, work on Sacra-

mento Hill and the construction of the mill continued,

the latter going into operation on a small scale,

April 2, 1923. By October, the shovel pit and mill were
•

at capacity, and, with steam shovels digging at the sur-

face of the mountain, production started in real earnest. 185

Exploratory work on Sacramento Hill disclosed wide

variations in the grade of ore, and estimates showed

large quantities too low in grade to be profitably treat-

ed at the concentrator. The research department of the

Phelps Dodge Corporation set to work to devise a method

of treating this class of mineral and some large-scale

tests were made, after which it was decided that these

ores would be graded and that portion suitable for leach-

ing would be placed in heaps especially arranged for ef-

ficient handling of solutions. Accordingly, in 1924, a

six-tank precipitation plant was completed and leaching

of the No. 1 heap and the No. 2 heap was started. The

ore from Sacramento Hill was divided into three classes.

All above three and one-half per cent copper was sent

185. The raising of Sacramento Hill necessitated
demolishing the former power plant which was situated on
the side of the mountain. The company constructed a
power line from the smelter at Douglas to the mines at
Bisbee, carrying 4000 kilowatts. An auxiliary plant of
Diesel engines, two of 1000 horsepower and two of 2000
horsepower, were installed for emergency use. The work
necessitated also the abandonment of the Sacramento
shaft, the main hoisting shaft for all underground op-
erations. The Dallas shaft was substituted for that
purpose. "Moving a Hill," Literary Digest, Jan 8, 1921,
p. 31.
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directly to the smelter; ore averaging between one per

cent and three and one-half per cent was sent to the

concentrator; and all ore below one per cent was treat-

ed by the heap-leaching process. The ratio of concen-

tration was about four to one, and the concentrate av-

eraged between seven and eight per cent copper. 186 In

1928, the leaching plant was enlarged and although con-

struction was not finished until April of that year, pro-

duction was over 10,000,000 pounds, compared with

slightly over 3,000,000 pounds the year before. 187

Various methods of mining were introduced in ex-

tracting the ore from Sacramento Hill. There had been

mined by steam shovels approximately 15,000,000 solid

cubic yards. Churn drilling and underground work had

disclosed an extension of the East Orebody to the south-

east, lying below any possible steam shovel pit. Some

square setting and top slicing were done, but early in

1925, it was decided to block cave it. The difficulties

were a smaller orebody than most caving operations, a

fairly steep footwall, necessitating low lifts, and wet,

sticky ore. A fifty foot lift above the 600-foot level

was laid out to be mined by the Marenci timber slide

method, but this was soon abandoned in favor of sublevel

. 186. "Moving a Hill," Literary Digest, Jan 8, 1921,
p, 31,

187. Hodgson, "Production of Copper queen Gradually
Increased," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 8, p.4.
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caving. By 1928, the Sacramento Hill operations had

reached a depth of where increased haul and the smaller

area of the pit bottom made the work impractical, so

plans were made to mine the ore through glory holes,

dropping it to the 500-foot level and hoisting it to the

Sacramento shaft. A new haulage level was driven, a

1500-ton storage pocket installed at the shaft, together

with a 42-inch conveyor and belts, and new loading tracks.

Glory holing was started in May, 1929, and the steam

shovels were discontinued the following September. 188

Operations at Sacramento Hill ceased, November, 1931, and

the work was abandoned.

Sacramento Pit, one of the most interesting sights

in the Bisbee mining district, or in the world, for that

matter, resulted from the Sacramento Hill mining opera-

tions. That appalling industrial project left an exca-

vation with a bottom 602 feet below where the top of the

mountain had extended and 437 feet below where the foot

of the mountain used to be.- 89 This change was made by

the removal of 33,000,000 tons of earth and rock, of

which 9,000,000 tons were copper ore and 24,000,000 tons

were waste. This came out of a hole with a surface level

188. Hodgson, "Production of Copper queen Grad-
ually Increased," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931,
Sec. 8, p. 4.

189. Mott, "Bisbee Turns Big Mountain Into Huge
Pit," Arizona L1222)2112, April 15, 1934, p. 11.
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measurement of thirty-four acres. 190 Sacramento Hill

had been turned into a hole big enough to hide the whole

of the city of Bisbee and probably Douglas as well. This

great man-made pit, in which the Los Angeles City Hall,

410 feet high, could be placed, with still twenty-seven

feet to spare, 191 was made for the copper that was in the

mountain.

Following a new record of development and expan-

sion, industrial competition in Bisbee ended in 1931

with a great merger which gathered together nearly all

the mining properties of the district. In 1929, the

Phelps Dodge Corporation began a program of exploration

and development which involved an expenditure of more

than t2,000,000. 192 Over 127,000,000 pounds of copper

were produced, 2,250,000 pounds of lead, and 2,300,000

pounds of manganese were mined. 193 With assets upward

of 03,000,000, 194 the Calumet and Arizona Mining Com-

pany was the largest independent copper producer in the

United States. It had paid its stockholders over

190. Office Records, Phelps Dodge Corporation.

191. "Bisbee Scenes," Bisbee Daily Review, Jan. 4,
1936, p. 3.

192. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol, II,
p. 295.

193. Hodgson, "Production of Copper Queen Gradually
Increased," Bisbee Daily Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec.8,p.4.

194. Annual Report, Calumet and Arizona Yining Com-
pany, 1930, p. 3.
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$80,000,000 in dividends, and its Bisbee and Ajo mines

were in a position to produce 160,000,000 pounds of

copper a year for twenty years at a cost of eight cents

a pound including depreciation and taxes. 195 On October

1, 1931, the Phelps Dodge Corporation and the Calumet

and Arizona Yining Company merged into a $356,000,000

corporation, 196 the third largest copper producing com-

pany in the world. Under the control of this mammoth

corporation, passed more than eighty-one per cent of all

the property of the Bisbee mining district)-9t7

195. "Fight on Merger," Brewery Gulch Gazette,
March 20, 1931, p. 1.

• 196. Annual Report, Phelps Dodge Corporation,
1931, p. 4.

197, Cochise County Tax Rolls, vols, 16 and 20.
Abstract of Cochise aunty Tax Rolls, 1936.



CHAPTER V

THE LABOR CRISIS OF THE WORLD WAR PERIOD

In 1917, the year the United States entered the World

War, Bisbee, the heart of one of the greatest copper pro-

ducing centers of the world and the virtual capital of the

mining industry of the Southwest, became the center of

labor agitation of grave importance to the entire country.

A number of attempts to unionize the district were defeat-

ed by the mining companies, who did not hesitate to stop

a large part of their operations when considered neces-

sary to drive agitators from the camp. But organizers

came in, unions were formed, strikes were called, and the

significance of the Labor problem grew as production in-

creased.

The miners of Bisbee made little effort to organize

and establish collective_relations with their employers

before 1907. An attempt of the Western Federation of

Miners, in 1903, to establish a branch in Bisbee was met

with disfavor by the miners.' In a referendum vote

taken by the employees of the Copper Queen Consolidated

Mining Company in 1906, the result was five to one

1. Brannon, Victor DeWitt. goacyers' Liability
and Workmen's Comensation in Arizona, University of
Arizona Bulletin, vol. V. p. 9.
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against forming a union. A referendum vote was also

taken by the Calumet and Arizona Mining Company, and it

was decided by a majority of four to one to continue the

district on the open plan. 2 The mining companies were

then paying better than union wages. 3 The following year,

the miners of Bisbee went on strike. On complaint of the

El Paso and Southwestern Railroad Company, a subsidiary

of the Copper queen Consolidated Mining Company, an in-

junction was issued by Judge Doran which enjoined the

strikers from placing pickets on incoming trains or about

the property of the railroad company, and from using the

mails to send out strike notices intended to keep men

away from Bisbee. 4 Although the strike of 1907 failed,

the miners organized a union which became a branch of

the Western Federation of Miners. 5

Other labor organizations were created in Bisbee,

and, by 1909, the labor unions had taken in men of radical

ideas, some of anarchistic tendencies, but the more con-

servative members aimed to secure concessions through the

2. In both instances the polling was conducted on
the Austrailian ballot system and no bosses or other
salaried men were allowed to vote. Conners, Who's Who
in Arizona, vol, I, pp. 114 and 117.

3. Conners, Who's Who in Arizona, vol. I, pp. 114
and 117.

4. Brannon, Eluloyers' Liability and gorkmen's 
Compensation in Arizona, University of Arizona Bulletin,
vol. V, p. 9.

5. Ibid.
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channels of legislation. As a result of labor union

troubles, the office of the Bisbee Daily Review was in-

vaded in August, 1909, by a former employee, W. A. Pffan-

kuck. 6 Asia T. Hoy, manager and linotype operator, was

killed.? Pffankuck apparently intended to kill William

Brockholt, the other linotype operator, and then slay

every workman in the office. After he had exhausted

the contents of his revolver, the murderer was captured

and imprisoned in Tombstone. When tried, it was claimed

the man was insane. The strike was outlawed by the

national labor organization. 8 Contemplating the calling

of a constitutional convention, the Bisbee Miners' Union,

on July 8, 1910, called a labor conference to be held at

Phoenix on July 11, for the purpose of adopting a set of

principles to be put into the state constitution. 9

In April, 1916, a labor dispute arose between the

employers and employees of the English Kitchen, a restau-

rant on Main Street. William Truax and William A. Truax

owned, maintained, and operated the restaurant. Their

employees, Michael Corrigan, Albert Shipp, Charles Brooks,

and other cooks and waiters were members of the Bisbee

Local No, 380 Cooks' and Waiters' Union and Warren

6. McClintock, Arizona, vol. II, p. 584.

7. Dolan, Ruth. Interview, May 11, 1937.

8. McClintock, Arizona, vol.	 II, p. 427.

9. Dolan, Ruth. Interview, May 11, 1937.
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District Trades Assembly. The Truax refused to yield to

certain demands concerning the terms and conditions of

employment of members of the labor union and trades as-

sembly and a strike was ordered. 10

To compel their employers to comply with the demands

of the union, the strikers entered into a conspiracy and

boycott to injure the business by inducing the customers

and others to cease patronizing or trading with the Eng-

lish Kitchen. The method of inducement included picket-

ing, displaying banners, advertising the strike, denounc-

ing the Truax as "unfair" to the union, the circulation

of handbills containing abusive and libelous charges

against the Truax, their employees, and their patrons,

appealing to customers to stay away from the English

Kitchen and intimidations of injury to future patrons. 11

10. Truax v. Corrigan, U. S. 66, pp. 254 and 258.

11. Ibid., pp. 257-259.

During business hours, agents of the union
walked constantly back and forth in front of the restau-
rant displaying a banner which announced in large let-
ters that the restaurant was unfair to cooks and waiters
and to their union. Near the entrance to the English
Kitchen agents of the union continuously announced in a
loud voice that the restaurant was unfair to the labor
union. The picketers characterized the employees of the
restaurant as scab Mexican labor, and used reproachful
and contemptuous epithets concerning them in handbills
which were distributed in front of the restaurant to
would-be customers. In such handbills they applied
abusive epithets to Truax, the senior member of the firm
and made libelous charges against him, to the effect
that he was tyrannical with his help and chased them
down the street with a butcher knife; that he broke his
contract and repudiated his pledged word; that he had
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The result of the campaign was that many customers ceased

to patronize the English Kitchen and its daily receipts

fell from $156 to $75, and the business was reduced from

$55,000 a year to $14,000 a year. 12 Any person wishing

to purchase the business was warned that a donation to

the strikers would be necessary, the amount to be fixed

by the Warren District Trades Assembly, before the pick-

eting and boycotting would be given up.13

The Truax asked a temporary and permanent injunction.

They declared that if the acts of the strikers continued,

the business would be entirely destroyed and that they

would suffer great and irreparable injury; that for them

to seek to recover damages would involve a multiplicity

of suits; that all the strikers were insolvent and would

be unable to respond in damages for injury resulting from

their acts. 14 The strikers relied on paragraph 1464 of

made attempts to force cooks and waiters to return to
work by attacks on men and women. The agents of the
union charged that the restaurant's prices were higher
and the food worse than at any other restaurant, and that
assaults and slugging were a regular part of the bill of
fare. They attacked the character of those who did pat-
ronize the English Kitchen, saying that their mental cal-
iber and their moral fiber fell far below that of the
average American. Threats to would-be patrons were,
"All ye who enter here leave all hope behind," "Don't
be a traitor to humanity," and so on. They offered a re-
ward for any of the ex-members of the union caught eating
in the restaurant. Truax V. Corrigan, U. S. 66, pp. 257-
259.

12. Truax V. Corrigan, U. S. 66, p. 258.

13. Ibid., p. 260.

14. Ibid., p. 258.



172

the revised statutes of Arizona, 1913, which contained

a prohibition against interferance by injunction be-

tween employers and employees in any case growing out of

a dispute concerning terms or conditions of employment

unless intervention by injunction be necessary to pro-

tect property from injury or violence. 15 The Truax

claimed that this paragraph, if it made lawful the strik-

ers' acts, violated the 14th Amendment to the Constitu-

tion of the United States by depriving them of their

property without due process of law and by denying them

equal protection of the laws, and was, therefore, void

and of no effect. The strikers filed a demurrer on the

grounds that the complaint did not state facts sufficient

to constitute a cause of action in that the property

rights were not of such a character that their irrepar-

able injury might be enjoined and that, upon its face,

the complaint showed a want of equity. 16 The Superior

Court of Cochise County sustained the demurrer and dis-

missed the complaint. This judgment was affirmed by the

Supreme Court of Arizona. 17 The judgment of the Supreme

15. Truax v. Corrigan, U. S. 66, p. 260.

16. Ibid., p. 259.

17. This ruling assumed that the cause of the com-
plaint was that the strikers were merely inducing patrons
to cease their patronage by making public the facts of
the dispute and the attitude of the Truax in it, and that
while goodwill is a valuable factor in business success,
"no man has 'a. vested right in the esteem of the public,"
that while the owners of the restaurant had a right to
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Court of Arizona was reversed by the Supreme Court of

the United States, which held that the Truax business was

a property right and free access for employees, owners

and customers to his place of business was incident to

such a right; and that the Arizona statute was not valid

under the 14th Amendment to the Constitution of the United

States ,18

The greatest strike in the history of the Bisbee

mining district occurred not long after the United States

entered the World War. It resulted in the deportation

of hundreds of strikers from Bisbee and the State of Ari-

zona, and threatened the industrial peace of the nation.

A strike was called in Bisbee on June 26, 1917, to

become effective the following day. 19 The strikers

refuse the demands of the union, the union had a right
to advertise the cause of the strike. The court held
that the property rights of the Truax were not invaded
by picketing unless the picketing interfered with the
free conduct of the business, and that they did not claim
that the strikers had, by violent means, invaded their
rights. Truax v. Corrigan, U. a. 66, p. , 259.

18. "A law which operates to make lawful such a
wrong deprives the owner of the business and the premesis
of his property without due process, and cannot be held
valid under the 14th Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States. To give operation to a statute whereby
serious losses inflicted by such unlawful means are in
effect made remediless is to disregard fundamental rights
of liberty and property, and to deprive the person suffer-
ing the loss of due process of law. -Chief Justice William
H. Taft. Truax v. Corrigan, U. S. 66, pp. 261 and 262.

19. Report of the Bisbee Deportation Made 	 thethe
President's Mediation Commission to the President of the
United States, Nov. 6, 1917, p. 3.
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formulated their grievances and invited the managers of

the mines to a conference for their adjustment. G. W.

Dowell, general manager of the Phelps Dodge Corporation,

Copper queen Branch, announced about the same time that

the labor union had waited on the company with certain

demands which had been refused, and John C. Greenway,

general manager of the Calumet and Arizona Mining Com-

pany, commented that Bisbee was the highest paid mining

camp in the world. 20 The demands of the strikers were:

abolition of a regular physical examination, to which

every man was obliged to submit before obtaining a job

and which they claimed had been used as a basis of black-

list; 21 two men on all machines, a custom which the

strikers claimed was the practice in most mining dis-

tricts; 22 abolition of blasting during working shifts;

abolition of all bonus and contract work; abolition of

the sliding scale of wages and the substitution of a

flat minimum wage of $6 per shift underground and $5.50

per shift above ground; 23 and no discrimination against

20. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol. II,
P. 303.

21. "The Arizona Strike," Outlook, July 25, 1917,
p. 466.

22. Ibid.

23. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol. II,
p. 300.

$6 had no more purchasing power at that time
than $3.50 had when miners received that sum and copper
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members of labor organizations. 24 The mining companies

refused to grant these demands, claiming they were "inim-

ical to good government in time of peace, and treasonable

in time of war." 25 On June 27, 1917, about 2000 of the

4500 employees 26 of the Phelps Dodge Corporation, Copper

Queen Branch, the Calumet and Arizona Mining Company, and

the Shattuck Arizona Mining Company went out on strike. 27

While undoubtedly the men sincerely felt that the

several grievances called for rectification by the com-

panies, they were not of such a nature as to have justi-

fied a strike. 28 Many of those who went out did not, in

fact, believe in the justice of the strike, but supported

it because of their general loyalty to the cause repre-

sented by the strikers and their refusal to be regarded

in their own estimation, as well as in the minds of their

fellow workers, as "scabs. 029 The strike was attributed

was selling at fourteen and fifteen cents a pound. In
1917, the price of copper was twice that amount. "The
Arizona Strike," Outlook, July 25, 1917, p. 466.

24. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol. II,
p. 300.

25. Ibid., p. 303.

26. Ibid., p. 303.

27. "The President's Commission in Bisbee," New
Republic, Dec. 8, 1917, p. 140.

28. Report of the Bisbee Deportation Made12z the
President's Mediation Commission to the President of the
United States, Nov, 6, 1917, pp. 3 and 4.

29. Ibid.



176

to the conspiracy of an organization, known as the Indus-

trial Workers of the World, whose members were alleged to

be anarchistic pacifists, 3° who had in mind a conspiracy

to overthrow the government of the United States and to

bring about defeat of the United States in the World War,

and, that in pursuit of this purpose, had called a series

of strikes throughout the West. 31 L. C. Shattuck, manager

of the Shattuck Arizona Mining Company, which was forced

to suspend operations because of the strike, declared

that the strikers did not represent the miners of Bisbee;

that they were of the floating population; and that the

majority of the men on strike were not union men.32

Charles H. Moyer, president of the International Union

of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers, declined any author-

ity or responsibility for the strike. He charged that

the trouble was due to the activity of the Industrial

Workers of the World, the most violent agitators cf which

were Austrians. 33 Moyer declared that the Industrial

Workers of the World were endeavoring to discredit the

Industrial Union of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers by

30. Bruere, Robert W. "Copper Camp Patriotism; An
Interpretation," Nation, Feb. 21, 1918, p. 202.

31. Soule, George. "Law and Necessity in Bisbee,"
Nation, Aug. 31, 1921, p. 266.

32. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol.
p. 304.

33. "The Arizona Copper Strike," Outlook, July 18,
1917, p. 434.
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calling their followers on strike in camps where the lat-

ter were organized and that their practice of direct

action and sabotage and their false statements and pois-

onous work had created such dissention among members of

many of their local organizations as to entirely destroy

them. In that case the strike was not so distinctly a

conflict between labor and capital as a conflict between

two rival labor organizations. 34

It was claimed that the strikers in Bisbee had

brought in weapons and dynamite and intended to destroy

the mines and attack the people, 35 and shortly after

the strike was called, the sheriff of Cochise County,

through the Governor of Arizona, requested the aid of

federal troops, "To prevent bloodshed and the closing of

the great copper industry now so valuable to the United

States Government." 36 He made the statement that the

majority of the strikers seemed foreign; and the whole

thing appeared pro-German and anti-American. 37 Governor

34. "The Arizona Copper Strike," Outlook,
1917, p. 434.

35. Soule, "Law and Necessity in Bisbee,"
Aug. 31, 1921, p. 226.

36. Ibid.

July 18,

Nation,    

37. Of the foreign born, over 20 nationalities
were represented, of whom a comparatively small number
were enemy aliens. 141 were British, 82 were Serbian,
and 179 were Slays. Germans and Austrians, other than
Slays, were comparatively few. Report of the Bisbee
Deportationla the President's Mediation Commission to
the President of the United States, Nov. 6, 1917, p. 5.
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Campbell recommended to the Secretary of War that an

immediate investigation of the situation in Bisbee be

made by a regular army officer, in order to ascertain

the need of troops. The request for federal troops was

based on the fact that the state militia had been drafted

into the federal service and the state was therefore

without its normal militia protection. The Governor's

recommendation was followed, and an investigation of the

situation in Bisbee was made on June 30, and again on

July 2, by Colonel Harbrook of the United States Army,

After both investigations the officer reported that ev-

erything was peaceable and that troops were neither need-

ed nor warranted under existing conditions. 38 Troops

were not.sent but Colonel Harbrook notified Harry C.

Wheeler, the Cochise County sheriff, that all possible

cooperation would be given him. 39 Both Governor Campbell

and Sheriff Wheeler had been previously informed by

Colonel Harbrook that a squadron of cavalry was stationed

within a few miles of Bisbee, and was ready for service

at a moment's notice. 40 The strikers were not rioting

or engaging in violence of any sort, but were charged

38. Report of the Bisbee Deportation Made lox the
President's Mediation Commission to the President of the
United States, Nov. 6, 1917, D. 4.

Bruere, "Copper Camp Patriotism; An Interpre-
tation," Nation, Feb, 21, 1918, p. 202.

40. "The President's Commission at Bisbee," New
Republic, Dec. 8, 1917, p. 140.
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with threatening to do so. 41 The deportation and its

execution were attributed to the belief, in the minds

of those who engineered it, that violence was contem-

plated by the strikers and their sympathizers who had

come into the district from without, that life and prop-

erty were insecure, and that the state was without the

necessary armed force to prevent such anticipated vio-

lence and to safeguard life and property within the

district. 42

The deportation was formally decided upon at a

meeting of the citizens on the night of July 11, 1917.

While it was carried out under the sheriff of Cochise

County, the deportation was participated in by the man-

agers and other officers of the mining companies. The

ranking officer of the Phelps Dodge Corporation, Copper

Queen Branch had given an interview in which he de-

nounced the strikers in Bisbee and other copper camps

of Arizona as of pro-German origin and advocated depor-

tation as a patriotic remedy. 43 On the night of July 11,

the manager of the Calumet and Arizona Mining Company,

who was then an officer of the United States Army,

41. Soule, "Law and Necessity in Bisbee," Nation,
Aug. 31, 1921, p. 225,

42. Report of the Bisbee Deportation, Lade by the
President's Mediation Commission to the President of the
United States, Nov. 6, 1917, p. 5.

43. "The President's Commission at Bisbee," New
Republic, Dec. 8, 1917, p. 140.
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addressed a meeting of citizens who had decided to deport

the troublesome strikers and their sympathizers. He con-

veyed the idea that the deportation was about to be car-

ried out with the knowledge and consent of the United

States Government. The distinct impression made upon

the mind of a business man who attended the meeting was

that the "undesirables" were to be gathered up, placed

upon a special train of box cars, and carried to Colum-

bus, New Mexico, where they would be received by pre-

arrangement by a section of the United States Army. 44

In order to carry out the plans for the deportation

successfully, those who directed it abstained from con-

sulting about it and attempted to keep the news of it

from the outside world. To avoid government interfer-

ence, the leaders said nothing of the plan to the of-

ficers of the United States Army who were stationed

near Bisbee, 45 to the United States Attorney in Arizona,

or to the officers of the state or county .46 Fear on

the part of the leaders of the deportation as to antic-

ipated violence was not communicated to the Governor of

Arizona with a view to renew the request for federal

44. Bruere, "Copper Camp Patriotism; An Interpre-
tation," Nation, Feb. 21, 1918, p. 203.

45, Ibid.

46, Report of the Bisbee Deportation Made hy the
President's Mediation Commission to the President of the
United States, Nov. 6, 1917, p. 6.
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troops, based upon changing conditions, nor were the

federal authorities ever notified that a change of con-

ditions had taken place in the district. 47 They could

not trust the state and federal authorities to take the

action, which in their opinion, the situation demanded. 48

One of the mine managers frankly declared that the Gov-

ernment was not consulted because, if the plans of the

operators had been known in advance, the Government would

undoubtedly have blocked them. 49 The leaders of the de-

portation attempted to exercise a censorship over parts

of the interstate connections of the local telephone and

telegraph lines. In order to prevent any knowledge of

the deportation reaching the outside, an officer of one

of the mining companies who was commonly called Captain,

made use of this convenient title to seize the Western

Union Telegraph office by force of arms and hold up an

associated press dispatch, 5° and to order the local man-

ager to cut off all communication between Bisbee and the

outside world. 51

47. "The Bisbee Deportation Illegal," Survey,
Dec. 8, 1917, p. 292.

48. Bruere, "Copper Camp Patriotism; An Interpre-
tation," Nation, Feb. 21, 1918, p. 203,

49. Ibid., Feb. 28, 1918, p. 235.

50. Soule, "Law and Necessity in Bisbee," Nation,
Aug. 31, 1921, p. 225.

51. He made a similar attempt with the local man-
ager of the Bell Telephone Company, but the manager of
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Early on the morning of July 12, 1917, Sheriff

Harry C. Wheeler and a large armed force of about 2000

deputized citizens, composed largely of employees

of the copper mining companies and including some of

the local managers, acting under the sheriff's author-

ity, overwhelmed 1186 strikers and their alleged sym-

pathizers and deported them to the State of New Mexico. 52

Early in the morning the sheriff posted a proclamation,

which also appeared in the first editions of the news-

papers, declaring that he had formed this posse

"for the purpose of arresting on the charge
of vagrancy, treason, and being disturbers
of the peace of Cochise County, all those
strange men who have congregated here from
other parts and sections for the purpose of
harassing and intimidating men who desire
to pursue their daily toil. • • • • I there-
fore call upon all loyal Americans to aid
me in peaceably arresting those disturbers
of national and local peace. All arrested
persons will be treated humanely and their
cases examined with justice and care." 53

At the command of the sheriff, the men who had been

deputized swept down the canyons of Bisbee, collecting

the strikers and their alleged sympathizers from their

homes and from the streets. Yen who agreed to tie

that company, knowing the Captain was not a regular
army officer, refused to obey. Bruere, "Copper Camp
Patriotism; An Interpretation," Nation, Feb, 28, 1918,
p. 235.

52. "The President's Commission at Bisbee," New
Republic, Dec. 8, 1917, p. 140.

53. Bruere, "Copper Camp Patriotism; An Interpre-
tation," Nation, Feb. 21, 1918, p. 203.
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a white handkerchief on their arms and join the posse

were exempted. All the rest were corralled in the ball

park in Warren, about three miles from Bisbee, prelim-

inary to deportation. 54 Two men were killed. Orson P.

McRae, shift boss of the Copper queen Mine, was killed

by James Brew, who, in turn, was killed by McRae's com-

panions. 55 The deportees included storekeepers, lawyers,

contractors, home owners, investors in liberty bonds,

well known and reputable citizens, many of Whom had taken

absolutely no part in the strike. 56 Under the muzzles of

rifles, revolvers, and machine guns, they were put on

board a train of cattle and box cars especially provided

by the El Paso and Southwestern Railroad and deported to

Columbus, New Mexico. 57 The authorities at Columbus re-

fused to permit those in charge of the deportation to

leave the men there, and the train carried them back to

54. Bruere, "Copper Camp Patriotism; An Interpre-
tation," Nation, Feb. 21, 1918, p. 203.

55. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol. H y

p. 306.

56. Bruere, "Copper Camp Patriotism; An Interpre-
tation," Nation, Feb. 21, 1918, p. 203.

Devine, Edward T. "The Bisbee Deportation,"
Survey, July 21, 1917, p. 353.

An army census of the deported men revealed
the fact that 433 were married, 199 were native born
Americans, 468 were citizens, and 472 were registered
under the draft law. "The President's Commission at
Bisbee," New Republic, Dec. 8, 1917, p. 140.

57, "The President's Commission at Bisbee," New
Republic, Dec. 8, 1917, p. 140.



184

the desert town of Hermanas, New Mexico, a nearby station.

At Hermanas the deported men were released under threat

of death or great bodily harm should they ever return to

the State of Arizona. 58 Abandoned by the guards who had

taken them there, the. deportees were left to shift for

themselves. The men were without adequate food, water,

and shelter for three days. The situation was brought

to the attention of the War Department, and, on July 14,

the deported men were escorted by United States Govern-

ment troops to Columbus, New Mexico 1 59 where they were

taken to the stockades built for Mexican refugees during

border raids. 6° There they were maintained by the Gov-

ernment until the middle of September. 61

Immediately after the first deportations, and until

late in August, the function of the local court was

usurped by a vigilance committee, having no authority in

law. Deputy sheriffs refused persons admittance into

Bisbee, and this committee caused the deportation of a

great many more. 62 All persons desiring to live and do

58. United States v. Wheeler, U. S. 65, pp. 254-256.

59. Report of the Bisbee 12.2122,tion Made by the
President's Mediation Commission to the President of the
United States, Nov. 6, 1917, pp. 4 and 5.

60. "The Arizona Strike," Outlook, July 25, 1917, p.466.

61. Report of the Bisbee Deportation Made by the
President's Mediation Commission to the President of the
United States, Nov. 6, 1917, pp. 4 and 5.

62. Ibid., p. 6.
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business in the city of Bisbee and not rated as loyal

were forced to appear before this extralegal court,

which sat in a building owned by one of the mining com-

panies. 63 Many such persons were asked whether they had

participated in the strike, whether they sympathized

with the strikers as against the companies, whether they

were ready to go back to work at such places and at such

terms as the powers behind the extralegal court might

designate. Failing of a satisfactory answer, they were

ordered to move on, were forcibly deported, 64 or, if sus-

pected of having disloyal sentiments, were thrown into

prison65 or sent out on the convict road repairing gang. 66

Until late in August, Bisbee was governed by this kangaroo

court, an improvised body without legal standing. 67

After an interval of more than two months, President

Wilson sent a mediation commission, headed by Secretary of

Labor William B. Wilson, to make an investigation and re-

port upon the Bisbee deportation and its effects upon mil-

itary preparations of the United States. The commission

63. Bruere, "Copper Camp Patriotism; An Interpre-
tation," Nation, Feb. 21, 1918, p. 203.

64. Ibid., Feb. 28, 1918, p. 235.

65. "The President's Commission at Bisbee," New
Republic, Dec. 8, 1917, P. 140,

66. Bruere, "Copper Camp Patriotism; An Interpre-
tation," Nation, Feb. 21, 1918, p. 203.

67. Ibid.
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found that the deportations of the 12th of July, 1917,

from Bisbee, Arizona, as well as the practices that fol-

lowed the deportations, deeply affected the opinions of

laboring men as well as the general public throughout the

country. 68 Agents of the Government reported that, after

the Bisbee deportation, the strength of the Industrial

Workers of the World in the timber camps of the Northwest

increased two and three hundred per cent. 69 The resort

to the spirit of mob violence sent a blaze of industrial

unrest and suspicion throughout the industrial army of

the country and the memory of the Bisbee deportation em-

barrassed the establishment of industrial peace. 70 The

strikes in Bisbee appeared to be nothing more than the

normal result of the increased cost of living, the speed-

ing up process to which the mine managers had been tempted

by the abnormally high price of copper, and the urge toward

democratic self-expression, which stimulated by our war

for democracy, made itself felt throughout the world. 71

The deportations were without justification, either in fact

68. Report of the Bisbee aportation Made hz the
President's Mediation Commission to the President of the
United States, Nov. 6, 1917, p. 6.

"The President's Commission at Bisbee," New
Revablic, Dec. 8, 1917, p. 140.

69. "The President's Commission at Bisbee," New
Republic, Dec, 8, 1917, p. 140.

70. Ibid., p. 141.

71. Bruere, "Copper Camp Patriotism; An Interpreta-
tion," Nation, Feb. 21, 1918, p. 202,
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or in law. 72 In the face of defiant contempts of the

self-constituted authorities of Bisbee, the Governor of

Arizona stood paralyzed and failed to act, and, in the

face of this open contempt of the State, the President's

mediation commission confessed the helplessness of the

Federal Government. They discovered that there was no

federal statute under which the authorities of the de-

portations from Arizona to New Mexico could be punished. 73

The President's commission shifted the burden of responsi-

bility for acts of violence which attended the strike in

Bisbee to the managers of the mining companies themselves,

and declared that the deportations "Were wholly illegal

and without authority of law, either state or federal." 74

The commission declared the action constituted an inter-

ferance with the selective draft law, an interferance

with interstate commerce, and a violation of the laws of

Arizona, and urged President Wilson to recommend to the

Congress of the United States that in so far as such de-

portations were not a federal offense, such occurrances

be made criminal under the federal law. 75

72. "The President's Commission at Bisbee," New
Republic, Dec. 8, 1917, p. 141.

73. Bruere, "Copper Camp Patriotism; An Interpreta-
tion," Nation, Feb. 28, 1918, p. 235.

74. Report of the Bisbee Deportation Made by the
President's Mediation Commission to the President of the
United States, Nov. 6, 1917, p. 5.

75. Ibid., p. 6.
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Legal action was taken against those who planned and

perpetrated the Bisbee deportation. Kidnapping charges

were preferred against Harry C. Wheeler, who was then

serving as a captain in the aviation service of the Amer-

ican Expeditionary Forces 1 76 having left Bisbee for the

army shortly after the deportation of the strikers. 77 In

view of Wheeler's exceeding popularity in Cochise County

and the consequent difficulty of convicting him, the dis-

trict attorney decided to quell the indictment against

him and use him as a witness against the deputies who

took part in the deportation. Harry E. Wootton, one of

the deputies, was indicted and tried in the local Arizona

court, and Captain Harry C. Wheeler was a witness in be-

half of the State. Believing he had a sure case against

Wootton, the district attorney intended to follow up

this case with indictments against all the other deputies.

Wheeler, in a three-day testimony, took upon himself the

entire responsibility for the deportation, on July 12,

1917, of 1186 miners who were on strike in Bisbee. 78

After a trial lasting three months, Wootton was acquitted

by the jury, on the ground that he had acted in accordance

76. Walters, Lorenzo D. Tombstone's Yesterday, p. 235.

77. Sloan and Adams, History of Arizona, vol. II,
p. 307.

78. "'The Law of Necessity;' State of Arizona v.
Harry E. Wootton," Bisbee I.W.W. Lap:1E1211222 Case, Uni-
versity of Arizona Library, pp. 1-4,
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with the "law of necessity," and the prosecution of all

the other defendants was dismissed. 79 According to

Judge Samuel J. Pattee, the deportation would have been,

under ordinary conditions, a clear violation of the law

of the State of Arizona forbidding kidnapping, and no

member of the posse could have been excused on the ground

that he was acting under the orders of the sheriff, since

the sheriff himself had no right to violate the law. The

defendants could not plead the necessity of self-defense,

since the strikers had not attacked anybody. But, Judge

Pattee said the action might be excused on the ground of

the "law of necessity," the essence of which was,

"that it protects a man in his invasion of the
rights of others when his fear of his own safe-
ty or welfare is great enough to force him to
a drastic step, and his fear does not have to
be a fear of really existent dangers but only
of apparent danger when the appearance of that
danger is so compelling as to be real to him
who views it." 80

Action was brought in the federal courtswhich decided

that the acts complained of were not crimes under the

federal law. May 18, 1918, indictments charging kidnap-

ping were filed in the federal court at Tucson against

twenty-five prominent men of Bisbee. 81 It quickly ended,

79. "The Law of Necessity;' State of Arizona v.
Harry E. Wootton," Bisbee I.W.W. Deportation Case, Univer-
sity of Arizona Library, pp. 1-4.

80. Ibid.

81. Walter Douglas, resident of New York, who was
in Bisbee at the time, Sheriff Harry C. Wheeler, Wilcox,
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however, when Judge William Morrow sustained a demur-

rer filed for the defendants, saying that the Offense

charged, if any, should have been prosecuted in the

state and not in the federal courts, that the fact that

it was impossible to enforce the state law against the

defendants, who conspired to deport citizens of the

United States from Arizona, did not give the federal

court jurisdiction of the prosecution, no federal law

laving been violated. 82 In October, 1920, the judgment

quashing the indictment of the twenty-five defendants

in error was reviewed by the United States Supreme

Court and the judgment of the federal court was af-

firmed, Yr. Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughs declaring

that "The premise upon which the proposition rests is

state action and matters which, not being here involved,

are not disturbed." 83

Roe, Merrill, Sherman, Cunningham, Allison, Watkins,
Shattuck, Brophy, Tovrea, Hunt, Gannon, Johnson, Bled-
soe, Hodgson, Howe, Sims, Snodgrass, Dowell, Stout,
and Wootton. Cochise County v. Wheeler, Arizona, 256,
p. 612.

82. Cochise County v. Wheeler, Arizona, 256,
pp. 611-625.

83. United States v. Wheeler, U. S. 65, pp. 271-276.



CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

Looking back over the sixty years that have just

passed in review, one marvels at the changes which time

has wrought and looks forward with hope for the future.

During the early decades the prospectors went about

their work of discovering ore; the settlers were busy

with their daily tasks, making their homes on the sides

of the precipitous mountains, breaking the rocks with

pick and powder and erecting their cabins; defending

their families from Indians; riding over the narrow

trails to church; and battling day by day conquering

nature and erecting a town. The Bisbee of today, in-

cluding the suburban communities of Lowell and Warren,

is a city stretching for miles up and down the canyons,

with its 25,000 people, 1 its mines, its stores, its roads,

railway lines, and buses, and its civic institutions.

Endangered by Indians, up on the mountains far from rail-

roads, reached only by trails broken through narrow can-

yons, gulches, and gorges, with the burro pack as the

only freight transportation known, the Bisbee pioneers

faced more than ordinary dangers, endured more than

1. Bisbee, A Pamphlet, Bisbee Pioneers' Associ-
ation, 1931.



192

ordinary hardships, and overcame more than ordinary

obstacles. The burro pack freighting system was fol-

lowed by the wagon train, then came the tractor, and

afterwards the railroad. Bisbee is now strategically

situated on United States Highway 80, the "Broadway of

America," an all-paved, coast-to-coast thoroughfare;

is connected with State Highway 92 at Lowell; and is

served by the main line of the Southern Pacific Rail-

road, by the Greyhound transcontinental stage line, by

a daily stage to Nogales via Fort Huachuca, by daily

stage service to Cananea, Mexico, forty miles below the

international border, and by freight truck lines oper-

ating on regular schedules through the district. Be-

sides the many other business houses, a brokerage office,

--formerly conducted by Overlock and Stevens--where

stocks and bonds are bought, sold, and exchanged, has,

of recent years, been operated by E. F. Hutton and Com-

pany. Gas, light, water, telephones, street buses, and

practically all modern conveniences are afforded Bisbee

citizens. Educational facilities include grade schools,

high school, Loretta Academy, the Copper Queen Library,

a county library, and a special children's library.

It has been noted that the mining town was early at-

tractive to churchmen'. Fifteen churches, representing

practically every major denomination, have been estab-

lished in the city. As the result of a clever move on
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the part of Harlie Cox and some of his political associ-

ates, Bisbee became the capital of Cochise County in

1931, 2 and the offices of the county officials were re-

moved from historic old Tombstone to the magnificent

new 1300,000 courthouse 1 3 erected on Tombstone Canyon

about a half mile northwest of the business section of

Bisbee. Contemplating the city's wealth, its resources,

and its position as an industrial center, its movement

from one technological triumph to another, effecting an

ever wider distribution of the blessings of civilization,

health, security, material goods, knowledge, and leisure,

one realizes that Bisbee has been built wisely and well.

The city of Bisbee, under a capitalistic economy,

has experienced keenly alternating cycles of prosperity

and depression. Such a period followed the catastrophe

of the World War. The European copper market was temporar-

ily cut off and a short period of depression and uncertainty

2. Harlie Cox implanted the idea of courthouse
removal in the minds of the Douglas members of the
Cochise County Board of Supervisors by pointing out the
disadvantages of their long rides to and from Tombstone
on official business. Cox mentioned the idea to others
two years before the removal contest took place, only to
be laughed at; but he continued his psychological influ-
ence on fellow politicians until leaders in Douglas peti-
tioned for removal of the courthouse to that city. At a
mass meeting, Cox, Hoval Smith, and others spoke for re-
moval and propounded the idea that those who were opposed
vote, "if moved, the courthouse should be located in
Bisbee," and not in Douglas as the petitioners requested.
Cox, Harlie. Interview, Aug. 10, 1934.

3. "Dedication of County Courthouse," Bisbee Daily 
Review, Aug. 3, 1931, Sec. 4, p. 1.
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ensued. As one European nation after another, however,

was drawn into the conflict, and the United States be-

came the most important neutral, Bisbee was called upon

for an ever increasing amount of copper and enjoyed a

period of prosperity greater than ever before. The

price of copper rose to thirty cents a pound. 4 Spurred

by profits and patriotism, the mining companies bent

their greatest efforts toward increased production. The

abnormal war-time prosperity, the unprecedented wages

and profits could not last, and the end of the war

brought a period of stagnation. Then came the prosper-

ous days of 1928 and 1929, when the price of copper rose

to twenty-four cents a pound. After a year of franzied

speculation, the crash of the New York Stock Exchange

terminated the upward swing of the cycle as the boom

era ended. Huge over-production and slackening of world

demand brought a most disasterous slump. The mining

companies in Bisbee had extended their operations and

were caught in the deflation. Rich copper mines were

opened up in South Africa, where cost of production was

incomparably low, and Europe no longer bought American

copper. Copper sold for less than four cents a pound, 5

the lowest price of that metal in recorded history.

4. "Strange History of Copper Told as Price In-
creases," Bisbee Daily Review, Feb. 28, 1937, Sec. 2, p. 1.

5. Annual Report, Phelps Dodge Corporation, 1930.
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Production of copper in the Bisbee mining district

declined and hundreds of miners were thrown out of em-

ployment. The Shattuck Elne and the Denn Mine were

shut down in 1930. The Copper Queen Smelter at Douglas

was closed in December, 1931, and all smelting was done

at the Calumet and Arizona plant. By 1932, production

was less than fifty percent norma1. 6 In January, 1933,

copper was selling as low as 4.88 cents a pound. 7 Had

it not been for the four per cent tariff placed on cop-

per imports in 1933, the Phelps Dodge Corporation would

probably have been forced to suspend operations in Bisbee.

The value of the great issue of common stock of the min-

ing companies operating in the district was decreased

to a few dollars a share. The business concerns in the

city which had expanded too rapidly were, in many cases,

seriously affected. The economic collapse of 1929 and

1930 was followed by a half dozen years of depression,

but the tide turned and big business in Bisbee recovered.

Rapid reduction of output by the producers of seventy-

five per cent of the world's copper permitted visible

stocks to be worn down gradually. The price of copper

rose to seven cents, eight cents, then nine cents a pound. 8

In 1934, the Dénn Mine was reopened. Development

6. Annual Report, Phelps Dodge Corporation, 1930.

7. "Strange History of Copper Told as Price Increas-
es," Bisbee Daily Review, Feb. 28, 1937, Sec. 2. p. 1.

8. Ibid.
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revealed a high-grade orebody between the 2200-foot and

the 2700-foot levels. This orebody was estimated to con-

tain 2,250,000 tons of copper, silver, and gold bearing

ore which could be produced at a cost of five cents a

pound. 9 During 1935 and 1936, however, work was con-

fined largely to prospecting the new orebody, prepara-

tory to large-scale production, which began in 1937, and

that year the Denn Mine produced 25,000,000 pounds of

copper, as compared to 10,730 1 051 pounds in the boom

year of 1929. 10 Of the slightly less than 800,000

shares of Shattuck Denn Mining Corporation stock out-

standing, between 200,000 and 300,000 shares are owned

by residents of Bisbee and vicinity. 11 On December 24,

1937, the stockholders of that corporation received a

twenty-five per cent dividend on their holdings.-2 In

1934, the Phelps Dodge Corporation completed one of the

largest and most expensive development projects since

the leveling of Sacramento Mountain. The Junction Shaft

was sunk from the 2300-foot level to the 2700-foot level.

This five-compartment shaft required a hole ten by thirty

9. "Big Shattuck Denn Orebody Discovered,"
Bisbee Daily Review, Feb. 14, 1937, p. 1.

10. "Profits of Shattuck Denn," Bisbee Daily Review,
June 3, 1936, p. 8.

11. "Shattuck Denn Stock Soars," Bisbee Daily Review,
Dec. 11, 1936, p. 8.

12. "Holders of Stock Given Advice," Bisbee Daily
Review, Dec. 5, 1937, Sec. 1, p. 5.



197

feet. A set of 12-inch "I" beams, each set weighing

2700 pounds, and steel posts and center pieces, used as

timbers, were set every five feet. Steel forms were

then fastened to the wall plates and filled with con-

crete to a thickness of from two to three feet. It re-

quired from sixty to seventy holes to blast the round

with the use of 100 to 150 pounds of powder in each

blast. On the 2700-foot level a large working and pump-

ing station, 150 feet long, 27 feet wide, and 12 feet

high, was cut. 13 By 1937, the price of copper had in-

creased to seventeen cents a pound. Production was

further increased to replenish the reserve stock which

had diminished during the years of the depression. The

annual mine pay roll of Bisbee, not including salaried

employees, reached approximately $5,000,000. 14

The Mule Mountains still possess boundless wealth

and the city of Bisbee may look forward to a future of

unprecedented promise and hope. While stories of Pil-

grims, of commanders of great armies, of presidents and

kings have not entered the pages of the history of Bis-

bee, the dauntless prospectors, the hardy miners, the

capitalists, the personalities who have stood forth as

leaders and peers, and the captains of industry have

13. Malley, James. Address Delivered to the
Bisbee Kiwanis Club, Oct., 1935.

14. "Seventh Copper Price Increase of Year,"
Bisbee Daily Review, March 31, 1937, p. 1.
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proven equally as remarkable. These extraordinary men

located and uncovered the wealth hidden by nature in

the hearts of the rugged mountains. They built a city,

as modern as New York and as distinctive as Venice,

5300 feet above sea level, in canyons and gulches and

on the sides of the steep hills and mountains, where

difficulties with which other communities did not have

to contend were overcome. History presents few groups

more brilliant, more resourceful, and more picturesque

than those who started turning the Mule Mountain ore

field into copper, lead, silver, and gold. These men had

all the dash, all the venturousness, all the speculative,

and even the gambling instinct needed for one of the

greatest industrial adventures in our annals. The energy

directed to the exploitation of unrivalled natural re-

Sources and the influx of capital, the investment of

many millions of dollars by many thousands of stockhold-

ers scattered througout the United States, has placed

Bisbee among the industrial cities of the country. This

history of splendid accomplishment inspires the hope of

a bright and lasting future.
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