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AVIATION FIELD HERE 1S NAMED
IN HONOR "OF, SAMUEL DAVI
AR MONTHAN LOCA

Both Met Death While|
In the Services

of the U. S. A.

DaviseMonthan will be the
name of Tuecson's aviation field,
The name has been selected hy
the aviation commitice of the
Chamber of Commerce as one
that will meet with the approval
of every Tucsonan and be accept-
able to all who are familiar with
the record of the heroic airmen
whose memory will be perpetu-
ated in a fitting acknowledge-
ment by their fellow townsmen,
Sagnuel Howard Davis and Qscar

Monthan were both Tuoeson boy® |
Boti joined the avialion service at|
the outbreak of the World war. DBoth
served their country gallantly and|
wera promoted to first Jieutenants in
the air service. And both after win-|
ning distinction for (helr daring and
conspicuous adherence to duty when
the earth, war wear), sought peace,
the two intrepid young Arizona avia-
tors made tke supreme =acrifice for
their country and gave up their
young lives in line of duty and 10}
the honoy of the air service.

The aviation committee of the Tuc- B .
son chamber of commerce believes the Samuel Howard Davis Oscar Monthan
name Davis-Monthan to be meet and
proper,

SAMUEL ITOWARD DJAVIS, whose| airplanes, Jater taking the full ni"} 1s Buried Ilere

Following the accident in ¥Florida

name the field will bear, was di®=| gourse, he was mace an instructor,
tinguished for the service he rend-| and when the armistice was s1Rued | Lieutenant Davis remains were
ered his country by the teaching ol was mustered out of &he army as| hrought to Tucsen and Interred at
aeronauties at Kelly Field, Texa® | second lieutenant. Evergreen.
during the World war. Many of his| In Chnrge Here LIBUTENANT OSCAR MONTHAN,
pupils served overscas and won dig- Tor a while Licutenant IDavis had| like Licutenunt Davis, wuas born in
tinetlon for the Stars and Stripes, eh-rze of the commerelal aviation| 1885 but the place of hls birth was
Born, in Tennensee | field at Tueson.  March 11, 1919, hie | Dewsbury, England. Ile was l-rmL)L|
He wasg born i Crockelt coUnt¥ i paepied  Miss Marjorie Cameron at| to the United States by his p"”““l
Tenneasee, October 1, 1885. Yester-| gon Antonio, Texas, e re-enlisted p in 1900. Tn Tueson, with his brot her, |
day, if he had been alive, would have | iy the service August 11, 1921 and;] R. J. Monthan, he conducted Mf'nlh:\nj
been his birthday, so the dedication | o ¢ promoted to the rank of first! Brothers' Nursery, but on the World |
ceremonics today hold a double siB-!jjoutenant. Ile wag sent to the gov- [ wars becoming a protracted struggle
nificance in honoring Tueson's brave! qoypient flying field at Arcadia, Flor. | he enlisted in 1917 and was sent to
aviator almost on his natal day. ida, whera he met his death in an| the Roston Schom of Technology,
Coming to Tueson in 1905 he was airplane accident December 28, 1921.| where he gradvated in 1018
! educated in the Tucson grade and Sam Davis, special officer in Tue- e received his commission tha
high schools. Later he was sent 19| gyn, js the father of the Tucson aviad-| same year and entercd the aviation |
the Texas A, & M. College, Amer-| tor, IIp recites how the hoy was a| corps at AMontgomery, Alabama. In
ica declared war in April. 1917, and| wonderful horseman. Tiorses were| 1920 he was made chief engincer at
Moward Davis enlisteq In the seyvice | hig hobby In his youthfu) days and| Rockwe!} Field in San® Diego, and in
May 17of that year. After a prelim- | e covld handle any sott of animal,| 1921 he was conuected with advanced
inary :‘.'*i';nm-.‘nl at Tort Huachucel | even the most fractious becoming do-| aeronautics at Dayton, Ohio, in 1822,
I e was sent Ly the govVernment to cile under young Davis' tutelage, Fle, when he married Misa Mae Toquette
complete his dutics at the A, & M'i was an excellent shot with a rifle;] of Plattsburg, N. Y. In 1923 he was
College; ang on his :r:l'?uall““j:nul at the ago of 14 won & rifle in; ordered on foreign service to Lake
was assigned to Kelly field. There| g contest the best shol at the Tue- | field, Hawaii, and was killed in line

e was put in charge of assemblinz | son High Sechool of duty at that place March 27, 1024
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s rl‘:?i-"w:._s and Sgt. Regar, who|
i| made their escape by parnchule,

Inquiry Will
Decide Cause,
Of B-17 Crash

'| Five Men Lose Lives When
Big Bomber Falls, Burns
Near Tucson =’

A board of. jnquiry to determine
rithe cause of ‘tbe crash” Monday
; § aftarnoon--two ‘wiles east of Vail'
{4 0f 2'B.17 Flying Yortress, in WRick
yifive men lost el lives, was being
[selected Tuesday, accdrding to in
formation from Davis-Monthah
1| ¥iold. : .
. Cipt. Honry Lyors, public zgla-f
tions oificer, sai¢ that the demnoll-]
«{tion of 'the Foriress, which Col. |
Lowell H.- Smith commanding of- |
ol ficer -of e Tucion aly base, de-)
Aseribed as - cavsed Dby “engine:
o fallure and fice in the air” ‘was
{the flrst instarce of 2 facl -acel-
‘dent In <housands of flving hours
ameng planes based heve.
g Two Are Saved

¢ Two menbers of tie crew, Seo-

| opa. Lt.” Sidoey L. Foals, Sxntal

, | Resa, Calif, and Sgt. Wililam F.4

Durunar:, Pa, escaped

‘| death. when ‘thay .pacachoted to
| safety from an altitude deseribed

| by witnesses as teing betweea 70
and 1000 fees '

' Those.who pershed In the flam-
fng wreek, which vestigatore!
from the Pima. county sherlf’s of-
fice saigd wae ipread over the:
ground  for sevesal huncdred -feet, |

| Wera:
| First Lt Donad W. Johnson,
Dunning, Neb, the pilot; Sgt
Laure! D. Larsen, Mink Creek,
Idsho; and Privates Herman W.
Durn, Mifflintowa. Pa. Emmenson
fo Wallkace, Phikpsburg,. Pa .and
Leo W. Thomas, Lemoore, Colif
Crashing on the Charles C. Day
ranch, " a%out 22 miles southeast
of Tucsan, the Fiying Fortress had
‘| radiced the base here that onc of
| 1=¢ motors was &lire. Witnesses inj
‘| the 2rea said that they heard twol
|| explosions and tha: toe five crewl
| members remainig in the bomber
were appa_xcnt!y trapped by the
rask and could not escape “{row
the ﬂami.cé cabin. {
’ eot Iato Spin | !
Two witnesses, Mar, fte Shoe-|
| maker ané. Fidel Rhodes, wld ale|
| base officials, miking a preiimine]
ary investigaticn, that the huge/
i plane sideslipped and then 'went|
nto a tail -spln spiraling thm‘
times bsfore crashing inte the|

LA M Taman wha

. digures weuld e avallable soon on

(See CRASH an Page 10.)

1.
(Crash {
(Continurd From Fage One) |
landed tn a gully about 200 yards|:
south of where the bomber strick. |
Alshought they jumped from a low
alsiticle, both suffered only miner |
bruises und shoek.
remen, arriving on two Davis.
Monthan Flel! fire trucks. foupht
the stwbborn flames of the burning
wreckage for more than an hour/
before extinguisalng them. !
C. W. Gerdner, coromer, Ssaid
that when he arrlved at the scene, |
the plane wes nothing bul & mass
of twisted and meited metal, the
propellers mangled beyond recog-

nition.
Capt. Lyons revealed that exact

she numbar of Mfying hours of
piones thal are now or have been
based at Davis-MMonthan Field and
thas this, the first fatdl aceiflent,
would bear 2 very low ratlo to the
sadtonal aversge, isell very low.
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" A serlons shoclage exists in. the
| pire ifchting deperimen: &t the alr

t{hase, provicing an opportunity 10

~{serve in a nesessarv or even vital

FIREMEN NEEDED
AT DAVIS-MONTHAN

the

¥icapacily for the daration.

1 The need, righ: now, is for 15

y

Mert to fight possitlo fires at|
Dav.sMonthan Tlelil are needed at;
The pay starts at 3540 per
month. Physi2al raquiremants have
Further ‘nformation
Tucsen

k|to 20 men, with married men hav-
i, | Ing familics xiver the preferance.
»iThe agze limits wore di(ined as
¢l fromm 28 to 50 years. An unassem-

| bled examination wil! determine
g{the  applicanls Ilness lo serve,,
-lpelice stated. |
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It Tried Landing
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20 Men -A;‘liSsed Death]|
As Plane Hit Mess
Hall: 3 Killed

)

Three men died and the con- :;

solidated mess hall was de-
stroyed at Davis-Monthan
ficld yest¢rday wher a Navy
patrol bomber went out of
contro) shordy after 2 p. m. and
crathed Intc the west wing of the
mess hall,
The two<ngine bomber, a2 PBl|
' Lockhoesd, was comins in for 2 [and- |
| $ng when it zsomed upward j'.xs:l
missing the main control tower and |
scveral other Ouildings and then |
plusged dovaward, It first struek
the ground just west of the mess
hall and then crasked Into the
prildiag. Tie plane shatiered !
purst Inw flames, igmiting the
building.
20 Men Missed Death
There were approximawely 20
men tnsdde tho bulding ar the Ume
the plane orasied, but they man-
oped to Ret o safety before the
flames spread (oo far
The Nary men Kiled were Lieul,
Curtis Merevill IHenderson, Bing.
hamptos, . Y., and Williom Bey-;
an: Green, machinist’s mate, 2nd
chzs, Perer, Fin,
The thirl wvictim was identifted
Serge. Rov West, statloned 3t
Jonthan ckl, whasze mother.,
a West, vesldes at 4000
Elghth  strocty Riverside, Calif. |
Sergt, Wesr's death was not clis
coverad uatl several nours after
the crash when the 2edy was found
amonyg tie wreekase, It wus be-
Neved tha: he hud bheen walking
perose e west ol the
meés hall and 2ad been 2troek by
e olane jukt aftey it figst crashed
into the cround,
West Just Fromaoted
Sergt. West hat Just mmeeived hls
promotion Yestexday mormng and

as

ordecs to procesd to (e San Ane|

tonio, Tex., Alr depst to procurce
Link trairec supplins for the lesal
alvbase Link trainer seheel, where
he was cemployed, !
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Officinls of the airbose reported |
that the riose hall wnk a toin) Joss .,
and would need to be completely
replaced. A crew startad vesterday |
2o clear away the wreckage for re-
placement, 1t was reporied, howe
ever, that the food cormpartment lo-
cated In the cantey of Ltae buiiding
war zo Insufated that &} of the
food s'ored there was savad
In adilition to the {ine apparatus
from thie hase, the Tucson fire da-
pamiment wax called [n and one en-
gine and twn lines of hose were
rusiwd to the field. - Cel. Lowell!'
H. Smith, commacding officer of [{
the fieid, expresserl gratitude 100
the clty tire cepactment for Its adl
In preverting the spread of the firely
to adjaccnt buitdings, 1
Many Display Merolsm 1
Col. Smith i this morning that| -
the erasle rovealad the exemplary ||
concduet and personai hercism of|
many of the military persoanel at 4
the vase. Diccegaling the danger <
of masoline tunks |2 the h::rnlng.’f
plane which had nol expioded.*
many of the soldlers and officers ?
who witnessod the crash rushed to‘
the plans and attempied (o txlrx-ll
cate the Ywwlles of the mMmen, )l:nj.|
Paul Sehwartz, Capt. James C,
Nean, aad Lieut. Koy C. \l'hl'.a;
|
l
|
|

climbed onts the piane to ailempl
a r2ecce and o direct salvage op-
eratinns,
Witk zmoke and fire  Quickly
spreadiinz in the consnlidated mess
hall, cooks,. bakers and scltliees cn
KP duty attea:pted 0 <ave valuabio
records in the offize of the huild-
ing. Soyvpt Rufues Glihert, assistant
moss  sergeant  at  the  geldier
cafeterla, crazhed throngh a win-
dove with books and papers under)
hix ar:. ‘
The vaelonz attached] wunits at the
bace, <uch as the military police
and the chemica! section, swung
Inte action bnmediately.  Undec
the dicection of Maj. C. J. Ennls,
the miiizaty olice axld the hase
and cilv five depariments Thel*
chemicel sectlon, dirested hy Lieut | ?
John W, I'teqie, Liolped In arrest-
g the lire with iie equipment|
they had on haml |
_~ !
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