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Neighboring Fire Departments
Nine fire departments share borders with the TFD today: one municipal agency, three
regional fire districts, two military organizations, one civilian airport fire department,
one private service, and one Native American department.
Previous articles in this series have covered the history of the Tucson Fire Department (TFD). This is the
story of the fire departments that are neighbors to the TFD. First we discuss the early fire agencies that
the TFD absorbed as metropolitan Tucson expanded over the years through annexations of surrounding
communities. We then concentrate on those fire departments that border the TFD today, i.e., those
agencies whose fire districts share a physical boundary with the TFD. We also include the stories of any
other fire departments that were incorporated into today’s bordering departments.
Tucson Fire Department (1881)
The TFD was formed in 1881 as an all-volunteer fire company, to serve a small town, only a half-mile
square, with 7,000 people. By 1950, metropolitan Tucson had grown to an area of almost 10 square
miles and over 45,000 people. The TFD had expanded to a fully-paid force of 65 firefighters, operating
from four fire stations. The next decade saw metropolitan Tucson’s greatest growth, via annexations of
surrounding urbanized areas, with the TFD absorbing three Pima County fire departments to the south
and two private fire companies to the north and east.
Pima County’s South Side
Volunteer Fire Department
was organized in December
1946. The one and threequarter square mile district
adjoined the southern limits
of the municipality of South
Tucson and was populated
by small business groups
scattered throughout the
district
and
along
approximately a two-mile
Members of the South Side Fire Department receive first aid awards in 1949.
th
length of South 6 Avenue
(Courtesy of the Tucson Citizen)
to Drexel Road. In 1951 the
County’s volunteer South Park Fire Company was formed to serve the southern area east to Cherry
Avenue. And in 1959 the County formed the Mission Manor Volunteer Fire Department to serve the
four square mile area extending south to the San Xavier Indian Reservation. All three fire districts were
incorporated into metropolitan Tucson with the March 18, 1960 annexation.
The private Pima Fire Department was started by a former Sheriff’s deputy as the Pima Merchant Patrol
in 1942, performing security patrols for downtown Tucson businesses. By 1947 the company was
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offering fire protection to
three rural areas to the south,
north, and east of Tucson city
limits.
The Pima Fire
Department grew to operate
four fire stations and ten fire
trucks. The Company closed its
fire station south of Tucson in
1958, as the County formed
the Mission Manner Fire
district, and maintained its
northern and eastern coverage
until Tucson annexed those
At its peak, the Pima Fire Department operated from four fire stations
outlying areas in the late
with ten fire trucks. (Courtesy of Chief Joseph A. Roberts collection)
1950s, finally disbanding fire
protection services in 1959. The TFD took over the former Pima fire station at 5832 South 6th Avenue as
TFD Station 14. The merchant patrol part of the Pima business continued until 1957.
The private Catalina Fire
Department was formed in
1947 to service a 20 square
mile area northeast (then) of
Tucson, bounded on the west
by North 1st Avenue, on the
north by the Catalina
Foothills, on the east by
Wilmot Road, and the south
by Speedway Boulevard. The
company operated two fire
stations with three pumper
trucks and six full-time
firefighters, until closing
down in 1959 due to Tucson’s
annexation of their coverage
The Catalina Fire Department fights a $400,000 fire on August 4, 1951 at a
area. The TFD took over the
Safeway Store on East Speedway Boulevard. (Courtesy of the Tucson Daily
former Catalina Fire Station
Citizen)
on North Country Club Road
and Blacklidge, which became TFD Station 12.
From 1960 Tucson continued to grow steadily and by 2015 the population had reached 531,000 and the
metropolitan area measured 236 square miles, including the two and a half square mile Raytheon
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district in 2009 and the area around Tucson International Airport (three square miles) in 2014. In 2015
the TFD took over the operation of the Raytheon Fire Department which became Station 23.

This map shows the Tucson area in 2016. Metropolitan Tucson is shaded at the center of the map. (Courtesy of
Mapquest)

Meanwhile the TFD had added the missions of Emergency Medical Services, Technical Rescue, and
Hazardous Materials and by mid-2016 had grown to a department of 766 people, with 22 fire stations.
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We now discuss the neighboring fire departments that border the TFD - in the order of their
establishment.

The neighboring fire departments that border metropolitan Tucson today are identified here along with
the locations of the TFD’s 22 fire stations. TFD’s four operational battalion service areas are highlighted in
different colors. (Map courtesy of the TFD)

Davis-Monthan (1942)
Davis-Monthan Field was dedicated in 1927 as both an Army air base and Tucson’s new municipal
airport. After the U.S. entered World War II in late 1941, the base rapidly expanded to train bomber
aircrews prior to overseas deployment. By 1942 Davis-Monthan airbase had established a fire
department that on April 7, 1942 was reported by the Tucson Daily Citizen to have responded to a fatal
B-17 crash. Through World War II the fire department was active in fighting many fires caused by
crashes of training aircraft. Firefighters became experts in rapid response to crash sites and the
application of chemical foam to suppress aircraft fuel fires.
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Following World War II, in 1947 the Tucson Municipal Airport moved to its current location and DavisMonthan Field became Davis-Monthan Air Force Base (DMAFB). Over the years DMAFB continued to
grow; its current mission is “training and deploying A-10 pilots” in addition to tenet units including
Aircraft Maintenance and Regeneration, Electronic Combat, and Rescue. There are approximately 6,500
Active Duty military personnel employed on base, in addition to 1,000 Reserve and Air National Guard
personnel, and about 3,000 civilians.
As Tucson’s development proceeded and its City limits1 expanded, the nature of some of DMAFB’s fire
emergencies changed from aircraft crashes in the desert to aircraft crashes in populated civilian areas.
Two examples of this are the 1967 crash immediately after takeoff from DMAFB of a U.S. Air Force F4D
jet fighter into the Cactus Shopping Center at Alvernon Way and East 29th Street, taking the lives of four
people and injuring many others, and the 1978 crash of an Air Force A7D Corsair jet fighter on landing
approach to DMAFB into the intersection of East 6th Street and Highland Avenue, barely missing the UA
and a junior high school, killing two people on the ground. In both of these tragedies, which occurred in
metropolitan Tucson, the Davis-Monthan Fire Department assisted the TFD in putting out the fires.2
Today, the Davis-Monthan
Fire Department is wellequipped to handle major
emergencies with modern
equipment, including several
multi-purpose quick response
trucks, several pumpers and
foam trucks, a hazardous
materials truck, a rescue
truck, and a water tender - all
housed in a new 36,000
This DMAFB Fire and Crash Rescue Station houses today’s fire apparatus.
square foot Fire & Crash
Visible from right to left is a foam truck, a water tender, and a multipurpose
Rescue Station, with a central
truck. (Courtesy of the Davis-Monthan Fire Department)
fire alarm system, emergency
operations and communications centers, 24-hour crew quarters, and command and control facilities.
Tucson Airport Authority (1943)
In 1941 the City of Tucson purchased land that would eventually house Tucson International Airport.
But first, during World War II in 1943, while Davis-Monthan Field was serving as Tucson’s Municipal
Airport, Consolidated Vultee Aircraft (later Convair division of General Dynamics) built three enormous
hangars (and runways) on the site to modify B-24 bombers. Consolidated Vultee Aircraft also formed
the site’s first fire department led by retired TFD Chief Joe Roberts.
1

Tucson annexed Davis-Monthan Air Force Base lands in 1986.

2

In 1943 the Davis-Monthan and Tucson Fire Departments agreed to a mutual-aid firefighting plan that continues
today.
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The Tucson Municipal Airport moved to the site in 1947, and in 1948 the Tucson Airport Authority (TAA)
was formed as a nonprofit organization to manage the airport’s development. The airport originally
operated from the west side of the airfield, alongside the three aircraft modification hangars, supported
by the nearby fire station.
New fire facilities were built in the early 1950s and again in 1963 when the air terminal moved to its
current location, and the airport earned the designation of Tucson International Airport. Over the years,
the TAA Fire Department has worked closely with the TFD under a long-standing mutual aid agreement.
Today,
the
TAA
Fire
Department, located towards
the southeast end of the main
runway, protects more than
200 buildings across 15.6
square miles of airport. The
Department is equipped to
This TAA 6x6-wheel crash truck can hold, deliver, and discharge 3,000
handle any emergency quickly.
gallons of water and firefighting chemicals. (Courtesy of the TAA Fire
(The
Federal
Aviation
Department)
Administration requires that
firefighters reach and attack a fire within three minutes.) Each firefighter is also an Emergency Medical
Tech, Hazardous Materials Tech, and all are certified at the First Responder Operations Level. State of
the art apparatus includes crash trucks, quick attack trucks, pumpers, and vehicles for hazardous
materials recovery and disaster response, plus a brand new aircraft rescue and firefighting truck.
South Tucson (1943)
South Tucson was incorporated as a city in 1940 to preserve its Mexican culture and take advantage of
provisions of Arizona statues of the time that permitted an incorporated city to have more alcoholic
licenses than comparable county areas and to permit dog racing. The one square mile city area, at the
time of incorporation south of Tucson City limits, and with a population of about 1,000 people, has since
been surrounded by metropolitan Tucson through subsequent annexations.
In late 1943, after unsuccessfully trying to negotiate for fire protection from the TFD, South Tucson
formed its own volunteer fire department. The South Tucson Fire Department started out with one fire
engine and area resident, retired TFD Chief Joe Roberts, as technical advisor and honorary member, a
relationship that lasted a decade.
For such a small area, South Tucson experienced more than its share of share of significant fires over the
years, including the Greyhound Dog Track (1949), Arizona Theater (1954), Soleng Shopping Center
(1958), B & B Warehouse Outlet (1960), Dye Oxygen Company (1965), Wood Brothers Lumber Store
(1977), Soleng Tome Building (1999), and for the second time, the Greyhound Dog Track (2009).
Effective July 20, 2015 Tucson Fire Communications started dispatching for the South Tucson Fire
Department.
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Today, the population of
South Tucson is about 6,000
people. The South Tucson
Fire Department serves the
City from a modern three-bay
fire station at 1601 South 6th
Avenue, with three fire
engines and 35 firefighters,
including reserves.
Drexel Heights (1954)

Today’s South Tucson fire station is located at 1601 South 6
Avenue. (Courtesy of South Tucson)
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Drexel Heights Volunteer Fire Department began providing fire and emergency services to the south and
southwest outlying areas of Tucson in May 1954. In those early days, the Fire Department, from one fire
station, covered all the way to the city of South Tucson. The fire district’s coverage was reduced
somewhat in 1960 with Tucson’s annexation of the area, south to the San Xavier Indian Reservation.
As the population grew, the Fire Department added a second station in 1988 and a third in the 1990s.
On April 25, 1995 western Tucson experienced it worst fire with the destruction of the Old Tucson
Movie Studios, at 210 South Kinney Road. Even though the Studios were not in the Drexel Heights Fire
District, the Drexel Heights Fire Department had a service contract with the Studios and responded to
the $10M fire, along with
every emergency agency in
Pima County, under mutual aid
agreements.
In 2001 Drexel Heights Fire
District merged with the
Tucson Estates Fire District to
the northwest, adding a fourth
fire station and six firefighters.
Initially covered by the private
Rural Metro Fire Department,
This 2006 combination hazardous materials and technical rescue vehicle is
the Tucson Estates Fire District
the largest of Drexel Heights current apparatus. (Courtesy of the Drexel
had formed its own Tucson
Heights Fire Department)
Estates Fire Department in
1975 when the district’s population was around 2,000 people. At the time of the merger with Drexel
Heights, the population had grown to about 10,000.
In 2010 the District constructed a fifth fire station, a 10,000 square-foot structure with three drivethrough bays. Drexel Heights’ present boundaries include 60 square-miles of Tucson’s southwest side
with a population of approximately 50,000 people. The Drexel Heights Fire Department operates out of
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five fire stations and a Communications Center, with over 110 employees, and responds to more than
6,000 incidents a year. Emergency apparatus includes four fire engines, a hazardous material and
technical rescue truck, and four ambulances.
Drexel Heights operates five fire stations today.
Station
401
402
403
404
405

Established
1991
1987
1974/2009
2004
2010

Address
5030 South Camino Verde
6340 South Mark Road
5960 South Cardinal Avenue
3255 South Kinney Road
7200 South Wade Road

162nd Air National Guard (1956)
The Air Force’s 162nd Fighter Wing Air National Guard (ANG) was established in 1956 at Tucson’s
Municipal Airport, located by the old traffic control tower, with the F-86 as principal air defense aircraft.
A part-time fire department was immediately organized, with the fire truck located at the maintenance
hangar. In 1958 the Wing moved to its current location off the northwest end of the main runway and
the first fire station was built.
Through 1969 the Wing provided air defense missions with the F-86, F-84, F-100, and F-102 aircraft. In
1969 the Wing transitioned from air defense to air training with the F-100. Because of the higher risk
associated with student training, the Wing approved a full-time fire department with a Chief and 10
firefighters. In 1975 the Wing converted to the A-7 aircraft and the guardsmen firefighter staff
expanded to its peak of 55 firefighters. In 1993 the Wing transitioned to the F-16 aircraft.
In 1983, the Department
began introducing emergency
medical services, achieving
advanced life support (ALS)
capability by 1997.
In 1993, the 162nd ANG Fire
Department moved into a
new 12,000 square-foot fire
station with 10 bays for crash
and rescue vehicles. Today’s
apparatus includes two crash This is the fire station for the 162nd ANG Fire Department. (Courtesy of the
trucks equipped with foam 162nd ANG Fire Department)
and chemical extinguishing
agents, a pumper equipped with rescue gear and medical equipment, a water tender, and a specialized
rapid intervention vehicle. The ANG Department is a strong partner with Davis-Monthan in training
opportunities.
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Rural/Metro (1962)
The privately-owned Rural/Metro Corporation was established in 1948 in Scottsdale, Arizona as a
neighborhood fire protection service. Since then the Company has grown to become “a national leader
in private ambulance and fire protection services coast to coast.”
In 1962 Rural/Metro expanded southward from Scottsdale to begin providing subscription-based fire
protection services to unincorporated areas of Pima County, starting with a fire station east of
metropolitan Tucson at Tanque Verde and Wrightstown Roads. Additional stations were added quickly
to service areas north, west, and south of Tucson. As Tucson expanded by annexing (incorporating)
outlying suburbs, the service area of Rural/Metro changed. Today Rural/Metro operates with eight fire
stations, covering the eastern Catalina Foothills and Tanque Verde area, the Sahaurita area south of
Tucson, and unincorporated areas west of Davis-Monthan AFB, and east of Tucson International Airport.
Rural/Metro operates eight fire stations in the Tucson area.
Station
71
72
73
74
79
80
81
82

Established
1972
1981
1982
1973
2012
2001
2001
2013

Address
4445 East Benson Highway
2741 North Houghton Road
4300 North Kolb Road
4820 East Sunrise Drive
850 West Sahaurita Road
1833 East Skyline Road
966 East Hughes Access
14125 South Rancho Sahaurita Road

In 1985 Rural/Metro was certified as an emergency medical
services (EMS) provider and began ambulance service in Pima
County. In 1992, with a critical shortage of private ambulance
services to support TFD EMS paramedics in metropolitan
Tucson, the TFD started periodically contracting with Rural
Metro. Since then, Rural/Metro acquired the Southwest
Ambulance Company which has become the largest
ambulance provider in Arizona.
Spectacular fires that Rural/Metro fought in the Tucson area
include the $400,000 Skyline Country Club fire (1964), the
$275,000 Trail Dust Town fire (1971), the $1.5M Hidden Valley
Inn fire (1995), and the $1.2M East Grant Carl’s Jr. fire (2007).

Rural/Metro fights the Carl’s Jr. fire in
2007. (Courtesy of the Tucson Citizen)

Rural/Metro operates a variety of firefighting and emergency
medical service apparatus, including multiple fire engines,
tenders, brush trucks, and rescue vehicles - and a hazardous
materials vehicle.
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Corona de Tucson (1975)
Corona de Tucson is located southeast of Tucson in the foothills of the Santa Rita Mountains and
adjacent to the Coronado National Forest. The Corona de Tucson Fire Department was established in
1975 as a volunteer fire department to service Corona de Tucson, Vail, the Pima County Fair Grounds,
and numerous ranches.
The first fire station was built in 1982. As the community continued to grow, a second fire station was
opened in 2008. The architectural design of the second fire station earned a “Gold Certification” as a
green building, incorporating special insulation systems, recycled steel and very little wood, and
highlighting solar lighting and electric power. The station also received a national “Bronze” Award for
style and design.
The Corona de Tucson Fire Department operates two fire stations.
Station
181
182

Established
1982
2008

Address
99 East Tallahasse Drive
17411 South Rustling Leaf Trail

In 1985 the district hired its
first full-time firefighter and
for the next 20 years operated
as a combination department,
utilizing both full-time and
volunteer firefighters.
The
Fire Department became a
fully-paid,
full-time
fire
department in 2005.
Today the Corona de Tucson
Fire Department provides fire
protection and emergency
medical services to the
Corona de Tucson’s second fire station earned awards for green design.
advance life support level to a
(Courtesy of the Corona de Tucson Fire Department)
community of over 6,000
people, the district extending west to Sahaurita, north to metropolitan Tucson, east to Wentworth Road,
and south to the Coronado National Forest.
Northwest (1983)
The Northwest Fire District was formed in 1983, covering a 37 square mile area northwest of Tucson west to Saguaro National Park, north to Marana, east to Casas Adobes, and south to the Flowing Wells
Fire District. The six and a half square mile Flowing Wells Fire District had been established in 1962 to
provide fire protection services at the (then) northwest border of metropolitan Tucson, between
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Interstate 10 and Oracle Road, north from Miracle Mile Road to Orange Grove Road.
By 1996 the
Northwest Fire District had expanded to cover 82 square miles, when it merged with the Flowing Wells
Fire District.
Today the Northwest District has grown to 144 square miles. The Northwest Fire Department serves a
community of over 115,000 people and 3,300 commercial properties from 10 strategically located fire
stations, staffed with 192 firefighters.
The Northwest Fire Department operates ten fire stations.
Station
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

Established
2011
1996
2011
2009
1993
2006
2005
1997
2007
2010

Address
1520 West Orange Grove Road
4701 North La Cholla Boulevard
4151 West El Camino del Cerro
2821 West Ina Road
8165 North Wade Road
3220 North Camino de Oeste
13475 Marana Main Street
13001 North Tortolita Road
8475 North Star Grass Drive
12095 North Thornydale Road

Fire Station 30 replaced the
original Station 30 that was
then converted into the
District’s Logistics Warehouse
and IT Services Division.

Northwest Fire Department’s 14,300 square foot Station 33 has a four-bay
drive-through apparatus room.
(Courtesy of the Northwest Fire
Department)

Apparatus
includes
fire
engines, ladder trucks, water
tenders, brush trucks to fight
wildfires, hazardous materials
vehicles,
and
paramedic
rescue trucks.

Rincon Valley (1985)
The Rincon Valley is on Tucson’s far Southeast side, encompassing Vail and Mountain View, bounded on
the west by Tucson and Corona de Tucson, on the north by Saguaro National Park, on the east by the
Coronado National Forest and Rincon Mountains, and on the south by Corona de Tucson.
The Rincon Valley Fire District was formed in 1985; a volunteer Rincon Valley Fire Department was
established concurrently to serve the growing population area. Early “less-than-adequate” fire stations
included a fifth-wheel trailer in a parking lot, a mobile home parked in a stable, and a metal building that
formerly housed a winery. The Rincon District built Fire Station 1 in 2000 on the north side of District
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and expanded it with an addition in 2005. Fire Station 2 was built in 2008 on the south side of the
District, on the other side of the Union Pacific Railroad tracks that split the District. Fire Station 2 was
designed as a “green” building (like Corona de Tucson’s Fire Station 2 which also opened in 2008),
incorporating energy efficiency, water conservation, and local building materials.
The Rincon Valley Fire Department operates two fire stations.
Station
1
2

Established
2000/2005
2008

Address
8850 South Camino Loma Alta
14550 East Sands Ranch Road

Today the Rincon Valley Fire
Department serves an area of
50 square miles with 20,000
residents. There are 37 fulltime paid firefighters that are
also qualified Paramedics or
Emergency Medical Techs.
Current apparatus includes
assorted fire engines, small
ladder trucks, and EMS
ambulances.

Station 2 serves as the administrative headquarters for the Rincon Valley
Fire Department. (Courtesy of David E. Shambach)

Tohono O’odham - San Xavier District (1994)
The San Xavier District (SXD) is one of 12 political subdivisions of the enormous 4,400 square mile
Tohono O’odham Indian Reservation, originally established in 1874 with the SXD, that has grown to 12
districts today and covers much of south-central Arizona between Interstates 8 and 10 the Mexican
border. Physically separated from nine contiguous districts on the main reservation and two others, the
SXD lies about 10 miles southwest of Tucson, extends west from the Santa Cruz River, and contains
nearly 113 square miles of Sonoran desert, including the San Xavier Mission.
For over a hundred years, the Tohono O’odham Nation relied on the Bureau of Indian Affairs for fire
protection, but it was generally understood that it protected only federal facilities. Once the Indian
gaming industry was established3 and providing revenue, in 1994 the Tohono O’odham Fire Department
was formed, with headquarters in Sells, Arizona. Today, the Fire Department serves the entire Tohono
O’odham Nation from four fire stations, one of which is located in the SXD at 2063 West San Xavier
Road.

3

The 1988 U.S. Indian Gaming Act set up a framework for gaming for profit on Indian reservations. Tohono
O’odham gaming was authorized in 1993 and later that year the first of two Desert Diamond Casinos opened at
7350 Old Nogales Highway.
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As writer Ruth Obadal pointed out in a 2011 interview with Fire Chief Craig Encinas, The Tohono
O’odham - SXD Fire Department:
“provides services typical of a rural fire department, including responses to structure
fires, brush fires, rescues, hazardous materials incidents, and emergency medical
services at the basic life support level. Response times can be long and water supply
scarce, especially in remote areas, but the department is growing and improving
services. The workforce is approximately 40 percent tribal members, with the
remaining personnel coming from surrounding areas, mostly Tucson.”

Tohono O’odham - SXD fire station.

(Courtesy of SXD Fire

Department)

Except for the San Xavier
Mission,
and
gaming
casinos/hotels and other small
businesses along the I-19
corridor, the SXD is very
sparsely populated, estimated
at fewer than 1,500 people in
the entire District in 2014.
Principal firefighting apparatus
consists of a fire engine and a
water tender.

Other Pima County Fire Departments
Currently there are 16 other fire departments in Pima County that do not share a common border with
metropolitan Tucson. They are listed below along with an indication of whether or not, for a particular
fire department, there is currently a collection of data available on this GTFF/TFDA (Greater Tucson Fire
Foundation / Tucson Fire Department Archives) website.

Pima County fire departments that do not share a border with the TFD.

No. Fire Department

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Ajo
Arivaca
Avra Valley
Elephant Head
Golder Ranch
Green Valley
Helmet Peak
Mount Lemmon

Data Currently
on GTFF/TFDA
Website?
No
No
No
No
Yes
No
No
Yes

No.

Fire Department

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Mountain Vista
Oracle
Organ Pipe
Pasqua Yaqui
Picture Rocks
Silverbell
Three Points
Why
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Data Currently
on GTFF/TFDA
Website?
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
No

Mutual Aid Agreements
For years, Pima County fire agencies operated with Mutual Aid Agreements with selected neighboring
fire departments; however these agreements were tenuous and were initiated/terminated depending
on political, financial, and liability factors of the times. In 2004 Pima County fire departments started
working under a “Multi-Agency Master Mutual Aid Intergovernmental Agreement.” This agreement
formalized a mutual aid program among Pima County fire agencies for fire suppression and emergency
medical services. In 2008 the program was expanded to include the entire state of Arizona with the
issuance of the “State of Arizona, Arizona Fire Chiefs Association, Fire Service Mutual Aid Plan.” This
program was updated in 2016 with the “Arizona Mutual Aid Compact,” issued by the State of Arizona,
Department of Emergency and Military Affairs.
Training
Most Pima County fire departments have received training at the Regional Public Training Academy,
established in 1997 at 10,001 South Wilmot Road, and operated jointly by the Tucson Fire Department
and the Tucson Police Department. (More to come on Training)
Southeastern Arizona Borderland Fire Departments
There are ten additional fire departments of special interest to the authors - that are (or were) located
in the southeastern Arizona borderland country. They are listed below along with the status of research
and data collection.

Southeastern Arizona Borderland Fire Departments.

No. Fire Department

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Data Currently
on GTFF/TFDA
Website?
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
(in progress)
(in progress)
Yes
No
Yes
Yes

Benson
Bisbee
Douglas
Lowell
Naco
Nogales
Sierra Vista
St. David / San Pedro
Tombstone
Warren
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Primary Sources
1. “Arizona Mutual Aid Compact,” State of Arizona, Department of Emergency and Military Affairs,
2016.
2. “Fire - Pima County,” http://webcms.pima.gov/government/fire/.
3. “Multi-Agency, Master Mutual Aid Intergovernmental Agreement,” Pima County, March 1, 2004.
4. “Pima County, AZ Fire Departments,” http://www.firedpartment.net/directory/arizona/pimacounty.
5. “State of Arizona, Arizona Fire Chiefs Association, Fire Service Mutual Aid Plan,” Jan Brewer
Governor, 2008.
6. Tucson Fire Department Archives / Greater Tucson Fire Foundation,
http://www.tucsonfirefoundation.com/tfd-archive-down/
Annual & Other Reports, “2016”
Neighboring Fire Departments
7. Tucson Reflections - Living History from the Old Pueblo (Bob Ring, 2015).
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Greater Tucson Fire Foundation
Thank you for taking an interest in
Tucson Fire Department history —
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles,
pictures, etc. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order or by a subject.
These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Dave
Ridings Retired Assistant Chief Tucson Fire Department, Al Ring friend of the department,
Greater Tucson Fire Foundation and with the help of many friends and fellow firefighters.
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader
should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to
other items such as documents, letters, etc.
Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this
information. As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have
to be from one of three possible sources. The Arizona Daily Star, The Tucson Citizen and the
Tucson Daily Citizen, for which we want to give a special thanks.
Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information
for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.
Should the reader have additional information on the above subject we would appreciate you
sharing it with us. Please see the names and contact information on the 1st. TFD Archives page
right below this paragraph.
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