
 

Mission 

 We assess and respond to the needs of the Greater Tucson Fire community 

Vision  

Honoring the past, embracing the present and engaging the future 

 Values 

Fiscally Responsible - Accountable - Inclusive - Supportive 

Innovative - Collaborative - Non-Partisan - Advocate 

Bryn Bailer, Editor 

Poker Run May 18  

Sign up now to sponsor, donate or ride! 

Please look throughout this 
newsletter for news of past and 
upcoming events, and volunteer 
opportunities -- and ways to 
support funding for Foundation 
initiatives.  

Report from the Chairman 

Mike McKendrick, Assistant Chief, Tucson Fire (Ret.)            tffchair@gmail.com 

April 2013 E-Newsletter  

Protect your firefighters; protect your assets – the business side. 
 The business side: You have an investment in your community asset.  Your firefighters are one of 
your assets.  No matter where you are in the greater Tucson community - whether Vail, Oro Valley or metro 
Tucson - when you have an emergency need and dial 911, from the time your 911 call is answered, to the 
time the men and women in blue finish helping you and your family … that is your community asset at 
work.  
 As in business, it is important to monitor and maintain your assets. The Fire Foundation’s 
firefighter health and wellness initiatives, is meant to take care of your firefighters, your community asse

(“Taking care of those who take care of us”). 
 In just the first three months of the Firefighter Cardiac Disease Assessment Protocol, there have been significant “saves”. 
Utilizing state-of-the-art technology derived from a University of Arizona College of Public Health study (fostered by the Fire 
Foundation) four local firefighters have been identified as having life-altering cardiac-health anomalies. Identifying these 
anomalies may have saved these firefighters’ lives. It is highly probable the discoveries gave the firefighters a fighting chance to 
stave off a cardiac event … potentially in the course of their duties as firefighters or while home spending time with their families.  
 With recent firefighter workers comp premiums rising as much as 30 percent in our region (along with the increases felt 
in healthcare costs, which we are all feeling now and probably in the future) the business side says take care of your firefighters 
and provide them the tools to take care of themselves.  Providing emergency service to our community remains a 24/7/365 
business.  The firefighting business is dangerous and exposes our firefighter to many hazards, physical, emotional, industrial and 
biological. Greater Tucson municipal fire departments that rely on sales tax, and local fire districts that rely on property tax for 
the majority of their funding continue to struggle to keep fire houses open and fire trucks on the road. Each fire agency battles to 
take care of their firefighters, day in and day out, but their priority remains to put funding forth to provide a quality 24/7/365 
service. 
 The Fire Foundation is the only local charity whose sole cause is taking care of our local firefighters’ health, welfare and 
cultural needs.  The Foundation is strictly funded by private and corporate donations. Funds are expended locally for local 
firefighter benefiting programs.  To support the Foundation’s 2013 firefighter health-and-wellness initiatives (which include 
Firefighter Cardiac Disease Assessment;  battling MRSA and other antibiotic-resistant bacteria; mental health and wellness; and 
fitness training and injury prevention), the Foundation is once again holding our annual motorcycle Poker Run for Firefighter 
Health and Wellness. Please make note of the information in this newsletter as well as on the Foundation website, 
www.tucsonfirefoundation.org , to see how you can be involved as a rider, sponsor with tax-deductible donations, or a volunteer 
to help with logistics for this May 18 event.  
 The Greater Tucson Fire Foundation, as an all-volunteer, 501(c)3 public charity, has three overriding principles which are 
found in our vision statement of “honoring the past, embracing the present and engaging the future.” As a Board of Trustees, we 
honor those principles through the Foundation’s Firefighter Health and Wellness Initiatives, Fire Department Archive and Fire 
Truck Restoration Programs as well as other fire-service cultural supporting activities.  Please assist us in “taking care of those 
who take care of us.” Also please forward this newsletter to anyone whom you feel would benefit from or be interested in its 
contents  Yours in Caring,  

http://www.tucsonfirefoundation.org


In Memory of … In Honor of … Memorial and tribute acknowledgements are another way 
to show your support. 
 
Memorials and Tributes will be recognized in upcoming issues of our newsletter.  A card 
acknowledging your gift will be mailed to the family you want to remember or the honoree 
you are recognizing. The amount of your gift is not mentioned.  All donations are tax 
deductible. 
 
Memorial Gifts  convey your love and thoughts about someone important to you.  You 
may also wish to include a statement that memorial gifts are to be given to the Foundation 
in memory of a loved one. 
 
Tribute Gifts celebrate a milestone, birthday, an honor, or a success  of a friend, relative 
or colleague.   

 
MAIL YOUR GIFT along with the  name of the person to be memorialized or honored,  

and the mailing address for the acknowledgement card.  
Greater Tucson Fire Foundation - Memorials and Tributes 

300 S. Fire Central Place, Tucson AZ 85701 
“Taking Care of Those Who Take Care of Us” 

 
Estate Sale Services: Did you know that the Fire Foundation can provide public safety and 
first responder personnel with qualified professionals to assist with estate-sale services?  

When you lose a loved one, disposing of personal property and assets can be an 
overwhelming challenge.   

We offer services to families who need a values-based, experienced, professional, 
courteous and discreet estate-sale experience.   

Life happens. We can help.  
 

The next Foundation estate sale is scheduled for May 3 and 4.  
 

“Thank you for the support that our family received through your Foundation. We appreciate all of the help 
you gave the family at this difficult time. The work done in setting up our parents' belongings for an estate 
sale  -- and arranging all of the details associated with such an event -- made a difficult time for the family 
much easier.  Please accept this check in celebration of a job well done and to help others in the future.” -- 
The Lange/Kadous Family  

Other Ways to Give:  Memorials and Tributes 



Board of Trustees 
Officers 
Chairman Mike McKendrick, Assistant Chief  (Ret.), Tucson Fire Department 
Vice Chair Dave Ridings, Assistant Chief,  Tucson Fire Department  
Secretary Bill Ross, Battalion Chief (Ret.), Tucson Fire Department 
Treasurer April Gabriel, Vice President Lending, Tucson Old Pueblo Credit Union 
Community Liaison Andrew Kunsberg, Pima Uniforms 
 
Trustees 
Vern Babilon, CEO, Tucson Old Pueblo Credit Union 
Bryn Bailer, Freelance Journalist 
Jennifer Cabe, M.A. Executive Director, Canyon Ranch Institute 
Ted Geare, Assistant Chief (Ret.) Tucson Fire Department 
Randy Karrer, Fire Chief, Golder Ranch Fire District 
Dan Marries, Evening Anchor, KOLD Ch. 13 / Tucson News Now 
Bill Nelson, President, GLHN Architects 
Luis Ochoa Esq., Quarles & Brady LLP 
Wayne Peate M.D., WellAmerica  
Sean Stuchen, Vice President, Executive Investment Advisor 
Frank Youdelman, Financial Advisor, Met Life 

“The Greater Tucson Fire Foundation works to meet the unmet needs of our fire community  
and allows our citizens an opportunity to help  those who help us every day.”      

                                                          

                                                             - Richard H. Carmona, MD, MPH, FACS 
                                                                                                                                 17th Surgeon General of the United States (2002-2006) 

                                                                                                                   Distinguished Professor, University of Arizona’s   
                                                                                                                                   Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health 

                                                                                     Vice Chairman, Canyon Ranch 

Meet the Foundation Trustees 
Page 3 

We are so very proud of the diverse and professional group of volunteers who currently 

serve, but we are also looking for additional dedicated fire service, business and community 

professionals to take the Fire Foundation to higher levels in “taking care of those who take 

care of us.” Trustee meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month.  They start at 

11 a.m., and are open to the public. 
 

If you would like to join our core team, please contact tucsonfirefoundation@gmail.com.  

Copies of the Foundation Governing Documents can be found online as filed annually with the  

Arizona Corporation Commission and IRS - as well as original documents filed in the Foundation 

office. Visit www.tucsonfirefoundation.org or “like” us on Facebook for current news.  

ENDORSEDENDORSEDENDORSED   

 
 
 
 

“As a Board of Trustees, we are very 
pleased to have engaged DeVries CPAs of 
Arizona, www.devriesaccounting.com  
to assist with Fire Foundation bookkeeping 
and accounting”.   
 
4349 East Fifth Street 
Tucson, AZ 85711-2025 
Telephone (520) 298-6200  

“Integrity is the highest form of service” 

http://www.devriesaccounting.com


Main Branch   

2500 E. 22nd St.  

Downtown   
177 N. Church Ave. #100  

East Broadway 
 9725 E. Broadway Blvd. 

All branches are closed on the 
weekends. 

Phone: 520-881-6262  
Toll Free: 800-440-8328 

Tucson Old Pueblo Credit Union 

will make a $50 donation  

to the Fire Foundation  

for each funded loan!  

Evolve Physical Therapy 

977-1516 

1951 N. Wilmot Road #225  

“Training Tactical Athletes” 

Endorsed - Recommended - Results  

   

Vern Babilon was unanimously approved as the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 
TOPCU with a starting date of Jan. 7, 2013. Vern far exceeded the Board’s expectations 
and quickly rose to the top during a very competitive hiring process. His skills are many, 
and he certainly has the experience and qualifications to lead TOPCU into the future. 
Vern has the right mix of technical skills, cultural fit and personality. He passed the 
senior staff interview with flying colors, and the Board believes his strategic analysis of 
TOPCU and ensuing recommendations are spot-on. With over 22 years of credit union 
experience, including a stint as the industry’s youngest CEO in 1989, Vern possesses 
unique skills in lending, collections, marketing and operations. The evidence is in his 
successes at credit unions in both Texas and Pennsylvania. Vern has hit the ground 
running and is ready to insure that you, the members, remain the most important part 
of TOPCU’s mission – to serve those who serve.  At the March Fire Foundation meeting, 
Vern was unanimously approved to serve as a Trustee.  
            -Richard Prater  

https://www.topcu.org/aboutus/locations/downtown-branch
https://www.topcu.org/aboutus/locations/east-broadway-branch


Honoring the Past:   TFD Archive  

Volunteer Al Ring and TFD 

Assistant Chief Dave Ridings 

continue to add to the archives 

www.tucsonfirefoundation.org  

The free, searchable database 

now includes a separate 

detailed listing of more than 

500 volunteer firefighters who 

served the Tucson community 

during the past 100 years!  

Tucson Fire Department's 
horse-drawn wagons raced 
through city streets at 9 p.m. 
in response to an alarm. 
Suddenly a man appeared in 
the middle of the street 
waving a red lantern. The 
drivers veered to one side, 
and later learned they had 
avoided plunging into a 6- 
foot ditch that had been dug 
across the street for a sewer 
line.  

Accomplishments this period:  Completed volunteer alphabetical listing, including a chronology of the  known 
volunteer fire chief officers. Gaps still exist, but the historical data has  been greatly expanded. 
Items in process:  Al and I are working on biographical and historical information for each of  the 
Department’s Fire Chiefs and all other Chief Officers from the Battalion Chief level and above.   
Items for future consideration:  Biographies on the Department’s paid members will begin next. The goal is to  
have work history information on the entire membership of TFD from its inception to the current period.                                                                                                                 
– Dave Ridings, Assistant Chief Tucson Fire Department, Vice Chair, Archivist-Historian Fire Foundation  

This photograph from 1909 is identified as Tucson Fire 
Department's horses “Prince” and “Hero,” along with 
their driver Alex.  

The Tucson Fire Department Archives is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, 
newspaper articles, pictures, etc. These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized 
database.  

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember 
that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to other items such as documents, 
letters, etc. Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  

We realize that many items are not identified, and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As 
far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99 percent would have to be from one of these possible 
sources:  

- The Arizona Daily Star (aka Arizona Star, Arizona Weekly Star): Published 1877 to Present , - Arizona Citizen 
(aka Weekly Arizona Citizen, Arizona Weekly Citizen, Daily Arizona Citizen,  Arizona Daily Citizen, The Tucson 
Citizen): Published 1877 to 1928 , - Tucson Daily Citizen (1929-1977), - Tucson Citizen (1977-2009). 

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose 
other than a reference tool, please get permission from the source.  

Should the reader have additional information, we would appreciate if you would share it with us: TFD Assistant 
Chief Dave Ridings (Dave.Ridings@tucsonaz.gov) or Al Ring (ringal@comcast.net) 

Items have been arranged in chronological order, or by subject. Subjects include: Alarm Systems & 
Communications .. Annual & Other Reports .. Apparatus, Articles, Histories & More .. Chronological History .. Day 
Books, Journals, Logs & More .. EMS & Paramedics .. Fire Record Books .. Honor Roll & Membership 
Information .. Inspection, Prevention & Public Outreach .. Magazines, Newsletters & More .. Major Incidents .. 
Oral History .. Other Organizations .. Radio Transmissions (Audio) .. Scrapbooks .. Stations .. Training .. Videos & 
Voice Programs .. Yearbooks & Awards 
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Honoring the Past: From the Archives  

The four marriages of Fire Chief Jack Boleyn 
 
 Chief D.J. “Jack” Boleyn distinguished himself as the first chief of Tucson’s volunteer fire 
department, and as an outspoken advocate of adequate funding for local fire-protection services. He also 
became the first Tucson firefighter killed in the line of duty. 

 But in his personal life – as historical research papers, public records, 
and newspaper clippings in the Greater Tucson Fire Foundation archive 
reveal – Jack proved a somewhat less-than-sterling character. In a frontier 
era where bigamy was not unusual (but still illegal) he managed to marry 
four women … all of whom apparently didn’t know the others existed. 
 In “Where There’s Smoke, There’s Fire,” historian Melanie Sturgeon 
details the fluid marital career of Tucson’s revered fire chief. Details in the 
report, which she presented at the 2005 Arizona Historical Convention in 
Flagstaff, can also be found in the free online archive. 
 In 1868, while a sailor and longshoreman on the Great Lakes, John 
Bolen entered into his first marriage with a young woman by the name of 
Catherine Davis. The couple moved to New York State, where Catherine 
bore him three children, and then to Ontario, Canada, where they had a 
fourth child, and operated a hotel and bar.  
 When Canadian authorities revoked the hotel’s saloon license, Jack 
decided to move on.  
             Unfortunately, his plans didn’t include a wife and children. In 1875 or 

thereabouts, John Bolen abandoned his family in Ontario, and moved to California to seek his fortune. He 
wrote to Catherine for a while, promised to send money, but eventually stopped communicating 
altogether. 
 Jack met up with family friend Frank Reynolds in The Golden State, but their dreams of riches didn’t 
pan out, and according to Sturgeon, he managed to survive by working as a fiddler at public gatherings. It 
was at one such event, held at a rough lumber camp, that Jack met up with Bridget Maria “Alice” Gilmore, 
a woman of apparent means.  
 Alice claimed to be the daughter of a wealthy Irish cattleman, and Jack – who was now calling 
himself David John Bolen – married her in 1878. He failed to mention his wife back in Canada. 
  For her part, Alice may have failed to mention that her money came from prostitution,  rather than 
cattle ranching.  
 Whether Jack knew of her shady past before the wedding is unknown. But he certainly knew 
afterward, as they became co-proprietors of a brothel in Los Angeles. (Years later, Jack’s attorney would 
claim that his client was just “a simple minded, ignorant man who was … wheedled into a marriage with a 
bad woman because he had little money.”) 

(Continued next page) 

The entire Tucson Fire Department historic 
archive is available at 
www.tucsonfirefoundation.com/tfd-
archive. For more on Chief Boleyn, click on 
the Honor Roll and Membership 
Information link.  

http://www.tucsonfirefoundation.com/tfd-archive
http://www.tucsonfirefoundation.com/tfd-archive


The pair moved to Tucson in 1880, settled in a house near the Southern Pacific railroad depot, and with 
Alice’s money, opened a profitable horse-drawn-wagon hauling business. Jack changed his surname to 
Boleyn, helped organize Tucson’s first volunteer fire department, and became a respected member of the 
community. Alice left him two years later, allegedly moving back to California. 
 (When Jack brought summons against Alice in 1886, he would claim that her habitual 
drunkenness, adultery and association with prostitution were grounds for divorce. The Pima County 
Superior Court granted him the divorce in 1887, but was apparently unable to find or notify her.)  
             Back in October 1883, however, Jack was still covertly married to Catherine and Alice – when he 
wed yet again. The union with Susie Von Bonhurst is especially notable, given that she was also married 
at the time, and that Jack stole her away from her cuckolded husband while the groom was away on 
business. 
 Susie and Harry Von Bonhurst met up with Chief Boleyn when they were newlyweds traveling 
eastward from California. And when Harry was called back to business there, Jack promised to look after 
his blushing bride in his absence.  
 When Harry returned home a month later, however, he learned that Jack had not only taken up 
residence with his young wife – but had managed to marry her as well. A distraught Harry responded by 
taking a rifle down to Jack’s hauling business on South Fifth Avenue, and attempting to commit suicide in 
the corral. After the public scandal, a grand jury did convict Jack of bigamy – a crime that in U.S. 
territories was punishable by up to five years in prison and a $500 fine. The court sentenced him to 30 
days in the county jail, plus the fine.  
 For some time afterward, all was quiet on Jack’s marital front.  
 He wed again in 1888, taking Annie Frederick as his hapless fourth wife. According to an 
eyewitness account quoted in “Where There’s Smoke, There’s Fire,” the marriage was filled with alcohol-
fueled brutality, and in 1896 – after Annie exhibited a two-week bout of “melancholia” and begged to 
return to her mother in Illinois – Jack determined that her mental state made her a danger to herself. She 

was arrested, and Sheriff R.N. Leatherwood (also a volunteer fireman with Tucson’s 
Pioneer Hose Co. #1) escorted her to the Insane Asylum in Phoenix. 
 Two years later, after doctors declared Annie cured and released her, Jack 
had her re-arrested and involuntarily committed again – an event documented in a 
notice published in the Phoenix Arizona Republican frontier newspaper. Annie died 
in the mental hospital a year later. 
 After his noble death on the fireground in 1910, Jack left the bulk of his 
estate to several local friends and the Masonic Order of Tucson.  
 It was then that Frank Reynolds, the family friend with whom Jack had 
traveled to California, chose to contact Catherine, still living in Canada. He advised 
her of her husband’s demise, and Catherine undertook the long journey to Tucson 
in 1911 to petition the probate court as his legal wife. She was eventually awarded 
her community interest in the $22,000 estate.   
 According to a newspaper clipping from the El Paso Herald, Alice also 
resurfaced, declaring herself the rightful heir. The court rejected her claim.                                                               
         – Bryn Bailer  

Studio portrait of 
Robert Leatherwood.  
The North Carolina 
native fought in the 
Confederate Army 
before coming to the  
Arizona Territory in 
1869. He was Pima 
County Sheriff, a 
volunteer fireman,  
captain of the Tucson 
Rangers, a member of 
the Territorial 
Legislature, and 
eventually, mayor of 
Tucson.                        
Photo courtesy  of  Arizona 
Historical Society  

D. J. Boleyn was Tucson's first volunteer fire chief. He served the public as chief 
twice, from 1881-1886, and 1890-1898. He died in the line of duty during a fire 
at Goldring & Sons Furniture Store, on East Congress Street. Water trapped 
atop the tin roof became superheated and collapsed, dousing him in boiling 
water. He died  two days later of his injuries.  
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  Inquiries and/or info to tucsonfirefoundation@gmail.com 
  Join these 2013 sponsors! 

Tucson Old Pueblo Credit Union 

May 18, 2013 

2nd Annual Poker Run! 
for Firefighter Health and Wellness,  

PRE-Registration Ride package to include: 
breakfast, custom ride pin, ride, lunch, T-shirt, poker hand and raffle ticket. 

Much of February (and March, April and May) will be spent working on Poker Run 2013. All 

proceeds will benefit greater Tucson firefighters’ health and wellness: cardiac disease assessment, 

battling MRSA, sleep deprivation coping techniques, mental health and wellness and peer fitness 

training. Registration information is on line at www.tucsonfirefoundation.org.  Don’t ride? We do 

need volunteers to assist with logistics on day of the ride. Andy’s Community This year’s ride 

route: 

 

Start - Northwest Fire District Training Center (Ina & I10) 

1st Stop - NW Fire Station 39 (Tangerine & Thornydale) 

2nd Stop - Rural/Metro Fire Station 74 (Sunrise & Swan) 

3rd Stop - Tucson Fire Station 21 (Tanque Verde & Bear Canyon) 

4th Stop - Tucson Old Pueblo Credit Union (Broadway & Harrison) 

5th Stop - Ride Now Power Sports (Prudence & 22nd) 

6th Stop - Rincon Valley Fire District (Camino Loma Alta, south of Old Spanish Trail) 

End - Hotrods Old Vail (Houghton and Old Vail Road) 

mailto:tucsonfirefoundation@gmail.com
http://www.tucsonfirefoundation.org


 Dear Community Partner:  

 The Greater Tucson Fire Foundation is proud to invite your business to be a sponsor or 

vendor at our Second Annual Poker Run, which will be held on Sat. May 18. We are 

anticipating 400 participants in a motorcycle ride across the north and east side of Tucson, 

with stops at various community fire stations. Your sponsorship will help raise funds to benefit 

firefighter health and wellness – and provide you and your business inclusion in this unique, 

community-based event.  

 The most valuable equipment found in the fire station is the firefighter. Despite the 

advances in safety and personal protection, approximately 100 U.S. firefighters die on the fire 

ground each year – many from cardiac-related issues. Half of those deaths, however, are 

preventable with adequate wellness and fitness programs.  

In the past year alone, Greater Tucson Fire Foundation funding has effectively 

helped save firefighters’ lives within local jurisdictions. 

 The Foundation’s 2013 Firefighter Health and Wellness Initiatives include:  

 

 

-resistant infectious bacteria, such as 

MRSA  

-safety jobs  

including smaller agencies that might not be able to afford access to these services.  

 We invite you to help the Foundation “take care of those who take care of us.” Your 

sponsorship is a lifesaving investment that can pay for itself many times over in the prevention 

of firefighter illness, injury or even death. Sponsor packages starting at just $200 are designed 

to fit budgets of all sizes, and custom sponsorship packages are available. If you have questions 

about this event or our program offerings, please contact Mike McKendrick at (520) 603-3055 

or tffchair@gmail.com. We appreciate your continued support of our programs!  

2nd ANNUAL POKER RUN  

MAY 18, 2013  

The Greater Tucson Fire Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Tax ID: 27-3155431  

Your donation may qualify for a tax deduction. 

Please seek guidance from a tax expert. 



POKER RUN SPONSORSHIP/VENDOR 

PACKAGES  

$5,000 TITLE SPONSOR PACKAGE  

title sponsor  

 

 

 

in the event bag  

availability)  

 

$2,000 PACKAGE  

 

 

 

 

 

$1,000 PACKAGE  

 

 

 

 

 

$500 PACKAGE  

 

 

 

 

 

$200 PACKAGE  

 

 

 

 

 

**The Foundation will provide a  

3 x 5’ banner 

or sponsor may provide their own. 

 

To be included on the 

poker run t-shirt, we must 

receive your sponsorship 

agreement by Wednesday,  

May 1, 2013 

*Ride package includes: one poker 

run T-shirt, breakfast, lunch,  

poker hand, raffle ticket and (for 

those pre-registered) ride pin. 

The Foundation is pleased to welcome the  

Edmund Marquez Allstate Agency  

as its latest $1000 sponsor 



POKER RUN  

SPONSORSHIP/

VENDOR AGREEMENT  

MAIL PAYMENTS AND FORMS TO:  

Greater Tucson Fire Foundation  

300 S. Fire Central Place  -  Tucson, AZ 85701  

REQUIRED FIELDS  

(Please Print)  

Name:  ________________________________ 

Organization: ____________ Job Title: ________  

Address: _______________________________ 

City, State, and Zip: Email:  __________________ 

______________________________________ 

Phone/Fax: _____________________________ 

Contact Person: __________________________  

Please specify donation level and amount (cash/in-kind): _____  

Authorized Signature/Date:  

________________________________________________________________ 

(Your signature provides consent for the Greater Tucson Fire Foundation to use your name/company name in marketing materials)  

 

PAYMENT METHOD  

(Make payable to Greater Tucson Fire Foundation)  

 

Total $:  __________ 

Name on Credit Card: ________________________ 

Billing Address/Zip:  __________________________________________________ 

Type of Credit Card: _________ Credit Card Number:  _______________________ 

Expiration Date: ____/____/_____ Security Code: _________  

 

Authorized Signature:  ________________________________________________ 

On-line registration 

NOW available! 

www.tucsonfirefoundation.org 

Major Sponsorships 

also provided by 

 “Big John’s Garage” 

And 

“Grainger Industrial”  



“Born to Wear Blue”  is a children’s book honoring  the fire service, and the men and women  who wear the uniform.  
They were truly “born to wear blue.” 

Drexel Heights, Love of Reading Week 

Whitmore Elementary, Tucson Fire Department, Sunsites Pearce Fire District 

Tucson Hebrew Academy, Rural/Metro Southern Arizona 

Tucson Festival of Books, featured book 

Ocotillo Ridge Elementary, Rincon Valley Fire District 

 

Other fire districts can buy the books in bulk and at wholesale prices -- and we will  work with you to 

craft a custom PowerPoint presentation for your unique public safety message. 

Proceeds from those book sales benefit YOUR department or district! 

 Northwest Fire District, Local 3572 

Rincon Valley Fire District 

Pascua Yaqui Fire District 

Tohono O'odham Fire District 

Green Valley Local  4125 

Golder Ranch Fire District  

 

Proceeds benefit firefighter health and wellness initiatives for 2013.  

Follow us on Facebook!  



TO ORDER: www.borntowearblue.org   

"Born to Wear Blue is a rare gem … a 
beautifully illustrated book that 
conveys vital safety messages to 
young readers. The best I've 
seen. Perfect for parents and fire and 
life safety educators everywhere.”   

 - Capt. Tom Louis,  
Green Valley Fire District  

 “Born to Wear Blue” artfully 
captures the dream fulfilled for us 
when we begin our career and 
become fire fighters.  It is my hope 
that children will read this book and 
aspire to join this proud 
profession.” 
 “Born to Wear Blue” 
captures the essence of what it is to 
serve the public 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year.  Whatever the 
problem, the men and women of 
the fire service stand ready to 
respond.” 
 For me, “Born to Wear 
Blue” takes me back to when I was 
child watching my father, who was 
a fire fighter, leave for work.  Now 
that I wear the same uniform and 
do the same job, I hope to inspire 
the younger generation to pursue 
this proud profession. 
 As a second-generation 
firefighter, ‘Born to Wear Blue” 
paints an excellent picture of how 
the dedicated men and women of 
the fire service stand ready to 
respond to any problem, at any 
time.                   

– Randy Karrer, Fire Chief 
Golder Ranch Fire District 

  www.grfdaz.gov 
“Proudly serving the Communities 

of Oro Valley, Catalina and 
Saddlebrooke” 

http://www.grfdaz.gov


This is the original (with permission to 
print) and verbiage written on a plaque 

affixed to the photo. 
“In a show of neighborly cooperation on 

May 10, 2012, firefighters from the 
U.S. side of the international border in 
Nogales, Ariz., use their ladder truck to 

douse burning hotel in Nogales, Sonora.” 
 - Photo by Manuel C. Coppola, courtesy 

of the Nogales International 

In May 2012, Nogales fire sent their ladder to fight a fire on the Sonora side of the border. 
With permission from the publisher of Nogales International, the photo was reprinted on 
canvas and presented to NFD. NO borders, NO boundaries, NO politics ... Just firefighters  
doing their job. Shown to the left and right holding the canvas are NFD personnel shown in 
the original photo.  

Honoring Nogales Fire Department 
Mission Statement 
 We, the members of the Nogales Fire Department, dedicate our efforts to provide for the Safety and 

Welfare to the residents and visitors of Ambos Nogales through preservation of life, health, and property by making 

sure that our members are highly trained and that our work environment is highly productive. The City of Nogales Fire 

Dept. proudly protects over 20, 878 People living in an area of 20 square miles along with the border crossers and 

tourism.  

 We currently operate Fire and EMS out of two Fire Stations that protect residential and commercial areas. 

Our department is a public department whose members are on a paid status. The department was incorporated back 

in 1910 and since then the Department has progressed from fire hose carts to modern fire engines. 



DVDs and program books for the 

documentary “HOT PION” are 

available for purchase at Pima 

Uniforms. This film -- a tribute to 

the 40th anniversary of the tragic 

Pioneer Hotel Fire, the lives lost 

and the heroic firefighters who 

responded to the scene -- was 

produced by Chief Albert 

Pesqueira and his wife, Elsa. They 

have donated all proceeds from 

these sales to benefit the 

Foundation. Lessons from the local 

tragedy ended up saving lives 

nationally.  (Book and DVD not 

suitable for children.) 

Honoring the Past  

  www.seanstuchen.com  

“Galleries”  - “Our Heroes” 

View additional images online.  

All images are available for purchase. 

All proceeds benefit Foundation 

initiatives. 

3760 S. Park Ave. 
 Tucson, AZ 85713  

520.882.0460 



Restoration Committee Report March 2013 

Finished woodwork on seat and painted same. Seat is upholstered.  

Painted miscellaneous brackets, gas tank straps and engine 

hand crank. 

Work continues on battery box. 

Work initiated building roof ladder. 

Recently acquired hose reel sandblasted and primered. 

Ladder and lantern brackets bolted to hose bed uprights. 

Headlight brackets installed. 

Engine hand crank installed. 

Leather hand crank securing strap fabricated and installed. 

Tailboard compartment installed under hose bed. 

Hard suction hose ends prepped for plating. 

Headlights and spotlight shells sent out for repair. 

Thank you for all your hard work,  dedication, talent and willingness: 
Chuck Thim, Lee Sebring,, Jay Smith, Rick Singleton, Chuck Damerow,  Brian Fitzgerald,  

Jeff Corey, Todd Vossler, John Roads, Don Uthe, Doug Edwards, Keith Pierpont, Ted Geare  
                          

Honoring the Past: 1923 ALF Restoration  

You can show your support 
and help fund the restoration 

of the 1923 American 
LaFrance by purchasing this 

shirt at Pima Uniforms. 
 

All proceeds benefit the 
restoration. 



John Roads has added 46 new photos for this month - 

http://opvfb.com/cot-fox/23-alf-engine-4189/23-alf-engine-photo-gallery/ 

The ALF Restoration Team:  Not pictured: John Roads (the man behind the camera,  Chuck Thim and Don Uthe.  

"The major body parts are complete, our focus is 

now on the details."      -Capt. Sir Charles Thim  

http://opvfb.com/cot-fox/23-alf-engine-4189/23-alf-engine-photo-gallery/


Rincon Valley Fire District was formed in 1985 by residents of the Vail area to ensure that the 
community received consistent, high-quality emergency services. Since its inception, the District has 
provided increasingly higher levels of fire protection and emergency medical services to a rapidly 
growing population.  

 With 40 full-time employees diversely certified as EMT/Paramedics, CPR/ACLS/PALS instructors, 
hazmat technicians, rope and swift water rescue and with several national associations, RVFD covers 
50 square miles of rural population. Our district includes areas of the Coronado National Forest, 
Saguaro National Park, two sets or railroad tracks and Interstate 10. We have a very diverse arena 
and all of our staff is very versatile. Our motto is "Prevention through Education." We are very 
involved in our community, teaching Fire and Life Safety to all ages and the community at large.  We 
aid in many programs at the schools in our district such as Bike and Helmet Safety, Red Ribbon 
Week, Heroes Week, Career Day and Love of Reading Week.   

Honoring Rincon Valley Fire District 

Jan 29: The Foundation’s children's book "Born to Wear Blue" was 
an incredible hit with the elementary schools in our district. "The book 
was so well received that one of the schools purchased 30 of them." 
The message about our profession and the inspiration the book exudes 
creates a stronger bond with the youth of our community."  

– Jayme Kahle, Fire Chief, Rincon Valley Fire District  



Rincon Valley Fire District will be hosting Swiftwater I & II classes from 
April 29 through May 2. Interested parties should contact the district 
(http://rinconvalleyfd.org) 

 Jayme Kahle, a fire-service veteran with more than 27 years of public 
service, became chief of Rincon Valley Fire District in December 2012. The son of 
an Ohio farmer, Kahle decided at a young age that he wanted to become a 
physician. After graduating from high school, moved to Arizona to study 
microbiology.  
 He planned to work on an ambulance crew during his first college 
summer break, but after being informed by local ambulance service providers 
that he needed to obtain Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) certification first 
– he decided to use that summer to earn EMT certification through Pima 
Community College.  
 When he approached the same companies afterward, however, he was 

told they currently weren’t hiring. So Kahle set his sights on a part-time firefighting job at Rural/Metro Fire 
Department, intending to segue into EMS work. He graduated from the fire academy, and was initially 
dismayed at being “stuck” on a fire truck rather than working on an ambulance. After his first working 
structure fire, though, Kahle decided that his passion was in firefighting and emergency medical services, not 
becoming a physician. 
 He also continued with his studies, earning an associate’s degree in fire science, and bachelor’s/
master’s degrees in business administration. In the mid-1980s, he hired onto Northwest Fire District – then a 
fledgling operation, and today the largest fire district in Arizona. He retired after 25 years of service, as an 
assistant chief.  
 Kahle also worked as an assistant chief at Picture Rocks Fire District, in northwest Tucson, before being 
hired as Rincon Valley Fire District’s fire chief. 
 “He has opened a ton of doors for us, has great connections, and really put us on the map,” said Rincon 
Valley Fire Capt. Jacki Bisnar. “We’re able to do more public education, have more opportunities for 
partnerships with other departments  ... [and] are working on mutual-aid agreements with surrounding 
agencies. It’s a great department to work for.”                            (Continued next page) 

Snapshot of Rincon Valley Fire District 
 
Chief: Jayme Kahle 
Number of uniformed personnel: 40 
Number of stations: 2  
Service area: 50 square miles (unincorporated Vail, Ariz. and surrounding) 
Population served: 15,000 
Calls for service (2012): Total 1,172 calls (80 percent EMS)  
Special operations: wildland firefighting, public education, hazardous material 
response, IAFF Wellness Initiative 
Apparatus: 2 engines, 1 water tender, 1 heavy rescue, 1 wildfire brush truck, 3 
rescue ambulances 

Q & A with… Rincon Valley FD’s new fire chief By Bryn Bailer  



(Continued from previous page) 

 What will your service area look like in the near future? The growth potential of the Rincon Valley Fire 
District is enormous. Development of the [master-planned retirement community] Rancho del Lago drastically 
increased our population base a few years ago. There is a movement to incorporate the town of Vail. There are 
large sections of land owned by speculators for development that is ripe for infill. I envision our district will 
continue to grow and provide public services as metro Tucson and Vail continue to expand. . 
 What challenges are on the horizon? Our biggest challenge over the next few years is the ability for 
RVFD to maintain adequate public-safety levels despite declining property values and aggressive tax reforms. … 
But like any challenge, the economic climate really provides RVFD with an opportunity to challenge our existing 
service delivery and cost structure to determine if we can do things cheaper, better and faster. … There is just 
no way to cut back on staffing and equipment, and still deliver what our residents want and need. As a chief 
however, I have a responsibility to cut back on as many overhead costs as I can. 
 In addition to EMS services, what tactical issues does RVFD face? We cover the easternmost stretch of 
Interstate 10 in Pima County, and as result, frequently respond for motor vehicle accidents. We even have a 
mutual-aid agreement with Benson Fire Department for this reason. Our district also encompasses many 
square miles of state land, and as such, we have a large amount of wildland fires. … We also have some heavy 
potential for hazardous materials, since we are positioned in the middle of three main corridors: Interstate 10, 
rail lines and fuel lines.  
 Does RVFD have a mission statement? The foundation of any strategic plan is to have a clear mission 
statement. I believe that our statement will be revised and simplified. RVFD does practice some core principles 
called RVFD – Responsibility, Value, Fairness, Diversity. In addition, my expectations of myself and my co-
workers are: Work Hard, Have Fun, Be Honest, Develop Your Personnel, Leave It Better Than You Found It, 
Become Better at What You Do, Keep Your Knowledge Base Updated, Listen, Appreciate What We Have, 
Celebrate Successes.          



 
Talk to your financial professional. 

Make a legacy gift … today. I did! Will you?  

Donors may elect to make a restricted gift 

for specific Foundation initiatives: 

 Endowment 

 Be a Hero - Help a Hero: Family and 

Member Assistance 

 Culture, History and Restoration  

 Firefighter Health and Wellness  

 -Personal Fitness Training 

 -Mental Health Services 

Make a donation … All of the Foundation professionals are volunteers, and 100 percent 

of your gift funds Foundation initiatives.  Please give generously.  Help the  

Greater Tucson Fire Foundation  “take care of those who take care of us.” 

Your donations are tax deductible within the extent of the law and subject to IRS guidelines. 

To make a donation 

or to purchase 

your own memorial brick 

www.tucsonfirefoundation.org 

There are many ways to give… 
1)  Prepare or update your will, setting aside a gift for a charity that has made a difference in your life. 
2)  Name your favorite charity as the beneficiary of a life insurance policy. 
3)  Remember your loved ones with a charitable bequest in their honor. 
4)  Name a charity as the beneficiary of your pension plan or IRA. 
5)  Explore the tax advantages you can enjoy now by making a gift to a charity. Information about making 
charitable estate gifts is available free of charge through the Center for Planned Giving: (520) 545-1117. 
6)  Let your family, friends and advisers know that you've taken responsibility for your legacy and for the well-
being of a cause you care about.  
  
 If you want to explore making a legacy gift to the Greater Tucson Fire Foundation in support of those we serve, 

please contact 
Sean Stuchen at stuchen@mac.com 

 ONLINE is - safe - secure - convenient.  EVERY gift 

COUNTS! 

tel:%28520%29%20545-1117


To reach investment adviser Chris Hambacher, please call  
520.408.7777                                                   

Chris@FinancialDirectionsLLC.com  
1228 E. Prince Road, Tucson AZ 85719 

www.financialdirectionsllc.com  

Engaging the Future - Your Financial Future  

The Foundation is proud to endorse the agencies and businesses noted in this newsletter 

that provide necessary and valuable resource-support services  

to the members of the fire service community and to their families. 

 For this month’s financial topic, we are going to focus on annuities.  An annuity is a product issued by 
an insurance company, allowing one to invest pre or after tax dollars and have income and growth deferred 
from taxes until payout, presumably in retirement.  In the fire service community annuities are used typically 
to supplement income during retirement using DROP assets or the deferred comp 457.  Annuities can be 
structured many different ways but generally there are three basic questions you will need answers to that 
determine the structure of your annuity contract.   
 Annuities come in many forms with a wide variety of features.  The first basic step is to identify which 
type of growth you are looking for, fixed or variable.  Variable will tie your annuity to the markets using some 
selection of investment choices.  In a fixed contract, the insurance company will give you a fixed percentage 
annually.  The annuitant will also have many choices during the distribution or payout phase such as, how long 
are the payments going to last and whether the payout is fixed or variable.  Payments can be made for a 
certain period of time or they can be based on the lifetime of the annuitant or their lifetime plus that of a 
spouse. 
   There are several ways an annuity can be funded, by periodic payments or a one-time lump sum 
contribution.  For the Greater Tucson Fire Foundation’s constituents, lump sum contributions are much more 
common, especially for retirees.  Retirees can use their DROP account or deferred comp as a lump sum 
contribution and begin payouts as needed. 
 Lastly, you would need to decide when the contract begins paying income to the annuitant.  This can 
be deferred to some point in the future while contributions are still being made or while income is not 
needed.  The payout can also begin immediately, which in retirement would provide additional income if 
needed over and above the PSPRS pension. 
 While annuities are easy to set up and maintain, they typically offer a limited menu of choices.  There 
are some considerations to be made before investing in one of these contracts.  While typical investment 
vehicles outside of annuities tend to be available for withdrawal at your discretion (subject to IRS rules) 
annuities generally allow only for their scheduled payments whether fixed or variable.  Annuities may have a 
free withdrawal provision which generally allows for 10% of the contract to be withdrawn per year penalty 
free.  Any amount above that limit may be subject to applicable surrender charges, which vary per contract in 
amount and time in which they are in force.  In addition to any surrender charges, annuities can have higher 
fees than traditional investments.  Some common fees associated with annuities include mortality and 
expense (M&E), annual contract fees, sales commission, etc.  Before you purchase an annuity make sure your 
goals are in line with the provisions and details of the contract, and be aware of the fees and withdrawal rules 
including surrender charges.   

Always take the time to be as informed as possible, you only get one retirement so let’s make it count. 

mailto:Chris@FinancialDirectionsLLC.com
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Appointments 520.795.0300, Ext. 2363 - Rapid Response specifically for firefighters and their families. 

Trauma - Depression - Addictions - Anxiety - Anger Management - Family Conflict 

Most insurance plans accepted  - Sliding fee scale available 

Please join us in supporting the good work 
that JFCS quietly does in our community 

by attending this very special event  
“Celebration of Caring 2013”  

Thursday April 18  
Registration  11.30 a.m.         Luncheon 12.00-1.30 p.m.  

Doubletree Hotel 445 S Alvernon Way - Tucson.   
The event is “complimentary” 

but guests are encouraged to “give” at the event. 
 Attire is  business casual. 

Please call 795.0300 to make your reservation and learn about the impact 
JFCS has in our community.  

Jewish Family & Children's 

Services of Southern 

Arizona is accredited by the 

Council on Accreditation.   

We accept Medicare, most 

major insurances and offer 

a sliding-scale payment 

option.  

 

4301 E. 5th St., 

 Tucson, Arizona 85711 

520.795.0300 x 2363 

 Spring is here, or pre-summer as we desert natives think of it. This time of year for many is one of planning, 

planting and watching things grow.  Winter is fading, and we have more daylight.  We can see things more clearly; and 

with a lot more sunshine, we can be outside more, doing things such as gardening (or weeding), hiking, and in general 

taking a look around and seeing how things fared through the winter.  

 And it’s a traditional time for people to do a Spring cleaning, literally and metaphorically. Cleaning out what 

isn’t working and what we don’t need in our lives any more, and making space for things to come. It’s a time when we 

begin thinking about what we want to see blossoming in our lives. 

 So, what do you want to have space for in the coming months in your life?  If this is a question that seems 

interesting, some good things to ask are:  

What do we want to be different in our lives?   

Are there things we want to begin doing, new ways of dealing with things we would like to try?   

Do we need to release something or make a change to clear the way forward?   

 If you look at your life as a garden or a crop…what weeds do you need to clear, what do you want to plant, 

and why?  And what will it take to make that happen? 

 It doesn’t have to be overwhelming and you don’t have to do it alone.  Talk to friends and family about what 

has worked for them, or work together on a project with someone you trust and with whom you like spending time. 

 When the change is more complicated, you may need more help.  Some problems and challenges require 

support from, for example, clergy, doctors, therapists, or sponsors. 

 So this Spring, clear out the weeds if you really want to make room for the roses!  

 And remember, no matter what the challenge or struggle you are facing, JFCS’ experienced, dedicated, skilled, 

and licensed masters level counselors are here to support you – confidentially and quickly.  

Just call 520-795-0300 x 2363.  

Spring: Is it a Time of Change for You? 



The Northwest Firefighter’s Charities invites you 
to attend “TOP HOPS Home Brew Challenge.” 

Top Hops will be held April 6, 2013 at the Foothills Mall parking lot directly in front of Thunder Canyon 
Brewery. We will have live music, food trucks, and of course plenty of brews for you to enjoy!!!! 
The gates open at 6:00 PM, once inside you will be able to sample micro brewed beers from across the state, 
as well as home brewed beers made by your local firefighters.  All the participants will be competing for the 
honor of best brewed beer and the opportunity to mass brew their beer at Thunder Canyon to be sold on tap. 

This event has grown from a simple firefighter brew challenge to a full fledged beer festival, and we have 
many micro brewed beers for you to sample from vendors such as: Thunder Canyon Brewery, Four Peaks 
Brewing, Santa Fe Brewery, Dragoon Brewery, Barrio Brewery, Borderlands Brewery, 1055 Brewery and many 
more..  

http://tophopschallenge.com/ Local 3572 NWFD Firefighters Charities 

TOP HOPS BREW CHALLENGE! 
This is a fun, unique event that even the 
most sophisticated beer connoisseur will 
enjoy. All proceeds benefit the Northwest 

Firefighter’s Charities and charities of other 
participating Fire departments. Come out 

and support your local community and 
enjoy a great brew while doing it!!!  

Live Music and Entertainment...And of course, BEER! 

Other “Save the Dates” 

  May 3 and 4 , Estate sale, in the 5th and Alvernon area, 8-3 both days.  (Volunteer op!) 

 

May 18, Fire Foundation Poker Run.  We still need many volunteers to help. Roughly 3 
hour time frames. Locations spread across the community.   

June 7, National Fallen Firefighters Foundation Dinner, Star Pass.  
 

“When I'm called to duty God wherever flames may rage 
 grant me the strength to save a life whatever be its age 

Help me to embrace a little child before it is too late  
or save an older person from the horror of that fate 

Enable me to be alert to hear the weakest shout  
and quickly and efficiently put the fire out 

I want to fill my calling Lord and give the best in me  
to guard my every neighbor and protect his property 

And if according to your will I am to lose my life  
God bless with your protecting hand my children and my wife.” 

May, 4, Tucson Firefighters Local 479 Ball, Star Pass.   


