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TRAINING BULLETIN # 1 AUGUST 2, 1978

HOW TO OBTAIN EMERGENCY RESPONSE INFORMATION
ON THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD

Yekkkk A GUIDE FOR FIREMEN Khkkk

There are several ways emergency response and fire fighting information
can be produced for you should an emergency occur involving Hazardous Materials.
Before beginning any operations, you must first determine what the commodity
and what potential dangers are involved. The following will serve as a
guide in developing this type of information, as well as basic emergency
esponse procedures:

On board information - found in each Southern Pacific caboose.
1. Waybills. A waybill will accompany each shipment of hazardous materials.
It will be necessary to first write down the car identification initials
and number found printed in large figures on each side cf the car. This
number must then be matched up against the same number found on the way-
pill to obtain the following information:

commodity shipping name,

Hazard classification - Flammable Gas, Corrosive, etc.

Placard notation, indicating which type of placard was applied

to the car.

'DANGEROUS" placard endorsement. This will be found in the upper
left hand corner of the waybill near the car identification initials
and number, Since there will be many waybills in the caboose,

this endorsement will help to quickly separate the hazardous waybills
from the non-hazardous,

Shipper and consignee.

Standard Transpoertation Commodity Code number. This is a 7 digit
number beginning with "49". It is an important number to note for
possible use later.

Bureau of Explosives publication entitled, "Emergency Handling of
Hazardous Materials in Surface Transportation'. By looking up the

commodity alphabetically in this book you will find the necessary
information including:

asic hazard characteristics, such as flammability, flash point,
corrosiveness, etc., solubility in water, recognition points-
rdor, color, physical appearance, etc.
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What to do if the material is on fire, correct types of extinguish-
ing agents.

c. What to do if the material is not on fire.

d. Personal protective equipment.

e. Evacuation distances,

Color poster entitled, "Emergency Action Guide for Hazardous
Materials Incidents". The information found on the poster is based
on the placard applied to the car (See #1, c¢). Once the placard is
known, the potenial danger of commodities that require the placard,
can be determined.

Circumstances may exist when this on board information is not
readily available, for example, if a car is located within a yard

or siding. Should this occur, another back-up type system utilizing
the car's identification initials and number, is available that will
provide you with the required information. If necessary, you can
radio your dispatcher who can contact Southern Pacific to acquire the
information from us, and relay it to on-the-scene personnel, This
system basically involves two separate computer programs; the only
key you will need to generate the information is the car initials
and number, which is again printed in large figures on both sides of
the car, for example, SP 123456. The following procedures should

be followed:

1. First, write down the car initials and number--do not trust your
memory for if one digit is wrong you can receive information about
an entirely different commodity in a different car, than the one
actually involved in the emergency. Transmit this number through
your dispatcher, or by telephone, to the closest Southern Pacific
computer terminal. Almost all Southern Pacific agencies, yard offices
or stations have the required computer equipment.

Issue instructions for a facsimile waybill to be produced by the
computer. Once this is done the commodities description, hazard
classification and other information found on an actual waybill can
be relayed to you for immediate identification. The information
found on this facsimile waybill will include the Standard Trans-
portation Commodity Code number (STCC).

Next, it is possible for the computer to produce emergency response
and fire fighting information about the particular commodity involved.
This is done through an "HC" (Hazardous Commodity inquiry) program.
The conputer operator will input the STCC number and a printout will
produce all of the information found in "Emergency Handling of
Hazardous Materials In Surface Transportation', which can then be
relayed to on-the-scene personnel,

Southern Pacific is in the process of distributing copies of the Bureau
of Explosives publication to the Fire Departments located along our right-
of-way. "Emergency Handling of Hazardous Materials in Surface Transportation
contains emergency response and fire fighting information about 1,675 dif-
ferent hazardous materials. It is recommended that this book be in the
possession of your dispatcher so that he can relay the infomation to officers
at the scene of an emergency.




REV. $ 14 f -~ TTACHMENT 1
PACLS SN 721~ _OUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSPOR.ATION COMPANY—7214% %

PASLIERS HERE
DA N G E RO US FREIGHT WAYBILL
TO BE USED FOR SINGLE CONSIGNMENTS, CARLOAD, LESS CARLOAD, AND T.O.F.C.

WALITENND. 1O CAR \ KIND WEIGHT IN TONS LENGTH OF CAR MARKED CAPACITY OF CAR

GROSS TARE NET ORDERED FURNISHED ORDERED FURNISHED
CAR INITIALS AND NUMBLE
A

PRAREE MOTIALAND Inmnes DATE OF SHIPMENT WAYBILL NUMBER
PLAN
NUMBER

AN March 25, 1978 L5677

NUMBER CONSIGNEE AND ADDRESS AT STOP

STOP AT
THIS AT
CAR AT

O NO STATION = STATE OR PROV

FROM NO STATION STATE OR PROV

ACUAL (22600 ) Richmond, California

ORIGIN
Los Anceles, Celifornia BiLLeD AT (

ROUTE (Show eoch Junction and Corrier in Route order 1o destination SHIFPER ALSO SHIPPER'S NUMBER OR BILL OF LADING
of waybil o NUMBER. WHEN AVAILABLE SHIPPER'S COMPLETE AD-
DRESS AND INVOICE NUMBER ON C.O § SHIPMENTS

f: Agents Routing W Iipparis:fautin ABC Manufacturing Company

TSTATION T SIATE OR PROV | ORIGIN AND DATE, ORIGINAL CAR. TRANSFER FREIGHT BILL AND PREVIOUS
WAVYBILL REFERENCE AND ROUTING WHEN REBILLED

AMOUNT WEIGHED

Ces

ABC Distributor Company
107 Main, Los Angeles, Cae.

FINAL DESTINATION AND ADDITIONAL ROUTING

Los Angeles, California PICKUP SERVICE L

) A1 NO

INSTRUCTIONS - Protective Servic
DELIVERY SERVICE

DeCoeTe 1124, MUST B HAIDL&D IN REQUESTED IF CHARGES ARE TO BE PREPAID, WRITE OR STAMP HERE

ACCORDANCE WITH F.R.A. E.O. NO. 5 ves 'TO BE PREPAID
WHEN SHIPPER IN THE UNITED STATES EXECUTES THE NO-RECOURSE
CLAUSE OF SECTION 7 OF THE BILL OF LADING, INSERT "'YES

Indicote by symbol i Column provided ® how weights were oblained for L.C L Shipments only
R—Railrood Scole. S—5hipper’s Tested Weights, E——Estimated —Weigh and Correct

OnL CL Tra# Trarsfer Stamps 10 be shown in this sg T—Toeitt Classilicotion or Minimum.

Towscrprion of Arncies I ]}9 057 B1 WEIGHT RATE FREIGHT ADVANCES PREPAID

No. Phgs | 5303 s ond Exceptions

Tank Car 126,500

Liquefied Petroleum Gas’
Plammable Gas s/‘
Placarded: lammable Ga

(Unodorized) Propanse

DESTINATION AGENT
FREIGHT BiLL NO

wnchon stomps and ofl yord stamps 10 be ploced on back hereo! Destinarion Agent Will Siomp Herewn

= L
THIRD JUNCTION FOURTH JUNCTION Sionca, Hiome end Date Sepersed
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