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Book chronicles fires

Book traces 100 years |

of city Fire Department

The story of the first 100 years of the Tucson
Fire Department is now available in an illustrated
book for $24.

Containing both color and black-and-white
photos, the book traces the department’s history
from its origins amid the stale beer and smoke of
the old Gem Saloon through the 1,550-degree heat of
1970’s Pioneer International Hotel fire. )
Capt. Duane Stutz, Fire Department informa- |
tion officer, said the idea for the volume was‘
hatched last June, during the department’s Fire |
Fair centennial celebration. 1

Stutz and three other department employees t
took on a second job for the next six months, sifting |
through old photos and records to compile the |
144-page edition. i

The text was written by William F. Greer, an
assistant professor of journalism at the University
of Arizona.

“It’s a memorial for past members of the
department,’”’ Stutz said, “‘and a keepsake for pres-
ent members.”

Stutz said copies can be purchased through the

department’s headquarters at 265 S. Church Ave.

!

A century of battling fires here is chronicled
in a recently released book about the Tucson Fire
Department.

The 140-page, illustrated volume, ‘‘1881-1891, A
Century of Progress,” sells for $24. Copies are
available at department headquarters at 265 S.
Church Ave. Interested buyers may call the depart-
ment’s Mary Armstrong at 791-4759.

Capt. Duane Stutz, department spokesman,
said the book was six months in the making. He and
three other employees compiled photographs and
records for the volume. It was written by William
Greer of the University of Arizona Journalism De-
partment.
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Tucson—the Early Days

By William F. Greer

Edited by Donald W. Carson, Head of Journalism Department, University of Arizona

The history of the Tucson Fire
Department was written by William
F. Creer. Greer is a veteran news
reporter, editor and photographer
who has brought his newsroom ex-
perience to the classroom as a pro-
fessor in the Journalism Department
at the University of Arizona. Pro-
fessor Greer began his professional
career on Tucson and Phoenix daily
newspapers then switched to the
Associated Press in Tucson. As a
Tucson newsman, covering the Fire
Department was a regular part of his
duties, Professor Creer’s 12-year
career with the Associated Press
took him to Phoenix, El Paso, New
York, Denver, San Francisco, Dallas,
Northern Mexico and Chicago. He
joined the University of Arizona
Journalism Department in the fall of
1980.

The newly incorporated City of
Tucson in the early 1880’s blended
neatly with its surroundings —hot,
baked dirt and rock. The city and
the desert had a similar simmering
beige base. In both Tucson and the
Sonoran Desert the harsh facade
covered an area teeming with life
and activity.

The streets of Tucson—named
Main, Court, Church, Meyer were
packed dirt. A mesquite tree here
and there broke the light brown
monotony. The houses, stores,
stables, hotels and saloons were
made from adobe —dried mud and
straw.

Inside this tan world of desert,
buildings and streets lived some
7,000 persons. They were going
through exciting times.

Stil on the minds of most

residents were the less frequent In-
dian raids. Tucson residents, mostly
Papago Indians and pioneers of
Mexican descent, raided the Apache
tribe nearly as much as the Apaches
attacked the people of the southern
Arizona territorial city.

Fort Lowell east of Tucson was in
its prime, busy with horse soldiers
and cannons.

Hangings were spectator events
(One old drawing showed a
cowboy whipping a horse pulling a
buckboard carrying four unfor-
tunate men whose necks were tied
to a log above.)

FIRST TRAIN

The first Southern Pacific railroad
tracks reached Tucson in March,
1880.




William F. Geer

The history of the Tucson Fire Department was written by
William F. Geer. Geer is a veteran news reporter, editor
and photographer who has brought his newsroom experience to
the classroom as a professor in the Journalism Depar tment
at the University of Arizona. Professor Geer began his
professional career on Tucson and Phoenix daily newspapers
then switched to the Associated Press in Tucson. As a

Tucson newsman, covering the Fire Department was a regular

part of his duties, Professor Geer's 12-year career with the

Associated Press took him to Phoenix, El Paso, New York,

Denver, San Francisco, Dallas, Northern New Mexico and Chicago.

He joined the University of Arizona Journalism Depar tment in

/

the fall of 1980.

Edited by Donald W. Carson, Head of Journalism Department,
University of Arizona.

By William F. Geer
Department of Journalism
University of Arizona




TUCSON -- THE EARLY DAYS

The newly incorporated City of Tucson in the early 1880's
blended neatly with its surroundings -- hot, baked dirt and
rock. The city and the desert had a similar simmering beige
base. In both Tucson and the Sonoran Desert the harsh facade
covered an area teeming with life and activity.

The streets of Tucson -- named Main, Court, Church, Meyer
were packed dirt. A mesquite tree here and there broke the
light brown monotony. The houses, stores, stables, hotels
and saloons were made from adobe -- dried mud and straw.

Inside this tan world of desert, buildings and streets
lived some 7,000 persons. They were going through exciting
times.

Still on the minds of most residents were the less
frequent Indian raids. Tucson residents, mostly Papago Indians
and pioneers of Mexican descent, raided the Apache tribe nearly
as much as the Apaches attacked the people of the southern

Arizona territorial city.

Fort Lowell east of Tucson was in its prime, busy with

horse soldiers and cannons.
Hangings were spectator events. (One old drawing showed
a cowboy whipping a horse pulling a buckboard carrying four

unfortunate men whose necks were tied to a log above.)
FIRST TRAIN

The first Southern Pacific railroad tracks reached Tucson

in March, 1880.




According to newspaper accounts and other historical
data, 1881 was a big year for the little town.

Tucson did not have many outside world connections.

The Pacific Mail Line, an overland stagecoach, passed
through Tucson on its route from San Diego to La Mesilla,
near Las Cruces, New Mexico.

On the first day of 1881, wire connections were made
connecting Yuma, Tucson and nearby Tombstone with the nation.
Tucsonans also used their first telephone exchange in 1881.

Those early Tucson residents -- mostly Indians and

Mexicans,

but a few Anglos, Chinese and Blacks -- were not
concerned about natural disasters.
Southern Arizona had not been rocked by earthquakes.
Few tornadoes slipped into the desert, even though
summer cloudbursts moving in on blistering days mixed up

perfect conditions for the dark fingers of wrath from the

sky.

Only the edges of hurricanes that moved in off the

Sea of Cortez could reach Tucson, fanning the city with
gentle breezes.
Dry summers, bandits and rattle snakes may have been

the biggest cause for concern.

NO MENTION OF A FIRE DEPARTMENT

There was no mention of a Fire Department as fire
certainly was not on the minds of a majority of the towns-
people. They might have thought about it when they read

news reports of gutted buildings in Tombstone, about 80




miles to the southeast.

But Tucson was safe, they felt. After all, Tombstone's
businesses -- saloons and other establishments$ catering to
the miners -- were fashioned from wood.

Tucson was primarily adobe. Everyone knew wood burned.
Adobe didn't.

As more wood was used in Tucson buildings, fires would
become larger and more frequent.

The primary causes of fires were oil lamps, spontaneous
combustion and rats chewing on wooden matches. It seemed
many of the businesses that burned kept a good supply of
matches and rats in the back rooms.

SALOON MEETINGS

Saloon meetings in one of those establishments with both
matches and rats was where the first Tucson fire unit developed
under the fumes and stale smoke and stale beer around a table
at the Gem Saloon at Congress Street and Warren Avenue.

These barroom meetings -- the beginnings of a firefighting

g =

group -- were frequent during the months of June and July in

1881.

The concerned residents and would-be firefighters gathered
to discuss, argue and grouse over important positions in the
Tucson Fire Association they were forming.

There was no mention of a fire department in the 1879 city

budget.







