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Tucson Fire Department

Medal of Merit

Awarded for consistently exceptional performance in the field during
emergency fire and medical operations, or to an individual who
performs a life saving act off duty.
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Medal of Merit

Engineer Gilberto Deanda
On Saturday, August 4, 2001, after working with Paramedic 10 and Engine 10
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53 firefighters earn honors

By LA MONICA EVERETT-HAYNES
lehaynes@tucsoncitizen.com

Fifty-three firefighters who
risked their lives to save others
or who made major contribu
tions to the Tucson Fire Depart
ment were to be honored today

Exemplary awards were to
be given to firefighter Greg
Napier, engineers Gilberto
Deanda and Roger Thompson
and Battalion Chief David Han
neman in a ceremony at the
Tueson Convention Center

Napier, 44, was to be award
ed the Medal of Valor for dis
missing his own safety in rescu
ing John Yundt Jr. from raging
rainwaters in a wash July 31

‘He was that 14-year-old
boy’s only chance,” said Tucson
Fire Chief Dan Newburn. Napi
er rescued Yundt after a Tucson
Citizen photographer standing
near the wash spotted the boy
The boy was in intensive care
after the ordeal and died later

“We all appreciate that (fire
fighting) is a very dangerous
job, but this was a little bit dif
ferent,” he said. “(Napier) real
ized the chances of retrieving
him were minimal, but his
actions were instant

Napier has been with th
department since 1993

Deanda, 50, who has been
with the department since 1985
was awarded the Medal of Mer
it for trying to save the life of a
critically injured child after a
serious midtown wreck Aug. 4
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“He was following up to the
hospital to pick up the other
crew members when he came
by this accident and recognized
it was very, very serious,” New
burn said

“(Deanda) got the appropri-
ite equipment and started
working the child and called in
for a medic unit,” he said. “He
was at the scene by himself, tak-
ing charge of this and providing
some significant life support for
the child,” Newburn said

Mompson, 51, earned hon
ors as firefighter of the year for
unselfishly providing countless
hours to improve the depart
ment’s capabilities, Newburn
said

I'hat award is given to the

n that embodies all the

> that = we admire

st ourselve Newburn

said. “He has an incredible atti

tude that says, What can I do to
help

Newburn said Thompson,
who was hired in 1984, teaches
ither firefighters the courses
required to become certified as

Thompson Hanneman

engineers. He helped develop
the rescue team in the 1980s
and has adopted a family in
Mexico

“He always makes himself
available to people who are in
need,” Newburn said. “The fam
ily in Mexico is representative
of that.”

Hanneman, who Newburn
said “goes above and beyond
the call of duty,” was to receive
the Fire Chief's Award

‘He works 24-hour shifts but
gives so much of his off-duty
time,” Newburn said. “We build
a quality control program, and it
became a huge undertaking,
ind Dave (Hanneman) con
tributed almost all of his off time
n that.”

Hanneman, 53, was hired in
1972 and has been dedicated to
his position in the department
ever since, Newburn said

I'ne 49 other firefighters,
captains, supervisors, para
medics, engineers and units
received awards that included
recognition for service and mer-
it

crewmembers to treat an elderly male with a serious cardiac condition, Gilberto Deanda
was following-up his co-workers in Paramedic 10 to Kino Hospital. As he approached the

intersection of 36! & Country Club, Engineer Deanda was confronted with an auto
accident with a cntically injured child. He quickly recognized the boy’s grave condition

and ran back to the Engine 10 vehicle to retnieve the airway bag and first aid kit

Simultancously, he asked Fire Alarm to dispatch a medic unit. Once Paramedic 3
responded, Gilberto coolly and succinctly gave the medics a size-up of the boy's
condition, and continued his medical assistance even after Ladder tender 10 & Paramedic
3 amved. Later, when Gilberto was applauded for his quick-thinking and all-important
first care, he simply stated, "Ah, I was just doing my job." And while this may be so, it
should be noted that he did his job very effectively in a somewhat unusual circumstance -
all alone with a cntically injured child. For Gilberto’s extraordinary efforts, quick
thinking and dedication to the department and our community, [ am please to award
Gilberto Deanda with the Tucson Fire Department Medal of Merit
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N MEMORANDUM

DATE: December 26, 2004

TO: Edwin A. Geare Il FROM: Patrick F. Quinn
Assistant Chief Battalion Chief
Division Il Battalion Il - C

SUBJECT: Honorary Award Nomination

[ am writing this memo to nominate Captain Kelly Nelson for the honorary award of Tucson Fire
Department Fire Fighter of the Year. Over his career Captain Nelson has distinguished himself
to be a consummate professional of the fire service and a passionate proponent of fire fighter
safety, tactical methodology review and improvement, equipment improvement and increasing
the Tucson Fire Department skill base.

Over the past year Captain Nelson has developed or been involved with developing numerous
project and educational drills. A few of these that come to mind include an extrication class
developed and delivered to his battalion at a local auto recycling center that covered some of the
more difficult aspects to modern vehicle construction when pursuing purchase points for tool
Kelly Nelson placement, new deployment bags for the extrication equipment hose coils to minimize tangles
Captain and speed equipment usage, a new mount for the manifold hose and connected wye that
12/379 minimized firefighter injury by allowing an old standard evolution to be conducted on flat ground
instead of while balancing on the back of the tailboard, and a recently developed hose load for
the five inch hose bed that allows ease of access to the five inch steamer coupling again
minimizing the difficulty in deploying this hose and minimizing the potential of firefighter

injury.

Since his early days as a paramedic, Captain Nelson has been an advocate for inter-department
review of procedures and practices. An avid reader of professional publications, Captain Nelson
is often the first to question how to do an evolution quicker, more efficiently and with a higher
degree of safety. This natural curiosity coupled with a desire to assist the Tucson Fire
Department’s men and women into becoming the best fire fighting professionals that they can be
made him a natural selection for the position of Training Captain. After his tenure at the training
academy, Captain Nelson returned to shift to again distinguish himself and his crew through a
number of daring and creative rescues that have been recognized with citations and awards
during previous department annual award programs.

Throughout his entire career, Captain Nelson has proven himself to be a mentor, a leader and an
example of what is best represented by the fire service and what we are most proud of on the
Tucson Fire Department. Captain Nelson has proven himself to be a dedicated professional with

an open mind to change and an unwavering desire to offer the best service possible to the
community while providing the highest level of safety for his crew.

It is with great honor that I nominate Captain Kelly Nelson for the prestigious award of Tucson
Fire Department Firefighter of the Year. If you or the committee has any questions or would like
any further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me. [ will be out of state until 01-01-
2005, but can be reached on my personnel cell phone at (520) 971-1537.
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DATE: December 31, 2006

Patrick Quinn FROM: Sharon McDonough
Deputy Chief Battalion Chief
Community Safety Battalion 3"B"

SUBJECT: ds Nominations

Medal of Merit: Captain Kyle Hansen

On December 12, 2006, Station 9 units were dispatched to a pedestrian struck in the Terra Del
Sol neighborhood, alarm # 70541. As is his normal practice on any calls where there may be
need for an extra set of hands or an extra vehicle to shelter working crews, Captain Hansen
requested to be added to the call, and responded. He arrived ahead of other crews and found a car
- sitting on the chest of a 10 year old boy (who was later noted to be a relative of a TFD member.)
’ I'he child was pulseless and apneic and had been “pronounced” by by-standers and covered with
A Vi ,Iu’l.‘ wn a blanket. Captain Hansen immediately facilitated the car being backed off of the child as he
freed the childs” backpack and clothing. As crews arrived and began initiating BLS and ALS
( ":'I"“ procedures, Captain Hansen gathered scene info, set up a safe working area and acted as liaison
/(,1’ 1 with family members. At a scene where every minute mattered, Captain H\uh‘un\' ast thinking
and willingness to act likely played a substantial role in the quality survival of this child

T'his call is just one of many examples of how Captain Hansen consistently works hard, thinks
well on his feet a akes action. He inspires and motivates those around him to think and act
It is my recommendation that he be awarded the Medal of Merit for his consistently exceptional

performance in the field

AwardsJan2007.doc  Page 1 of |
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2006 Award Recipients
Fire Chief's Award Award of Service
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Medal of Merit
Diane Wygal-Springer

On the morning of May 23, 2006, Captain Dianne Wygal-Springer, a
longtime member of the U of A master's swimming program, was training at
the Hillenbrand pool, as she normally does before going to work. During
her workout she was informed by a fellow swimmer that a man had
collapsed in the men’s locker room. The man, also a master's swimmer, was
seen stumbling from the shower and falling on his face on the tile floor.

Bystanders called 911 and Captain Wygal-Springer immediately initiated
patient care. She noted the man's vital signs and gathered as much history as
she could, while directing another swimmer to locate an automatic
defibrillator, or AED. Dianne noticed seizure activity, poor skin color, and a
weakening pulse. While clearing the patient’s airway and toweling him off,
the patient's condition deteriorated to full cardiac arrest.

Dianne was able to direct the application of the AED and shock the patient
just as PMO3 arrived on the scene. She and the crew from PMO03
administered oxygen, attached the cardiac monitor, assessed the patient’s
rhythm, and shocked the patient again. The second shock resulted in the
resumption of a viable heart rhythm. The patient was then transported to
University Medical Center, where he was successfully rescuisitated to full
recovery.

Clearly, Captain Wygal-Springer’s rapid and decisive action was the key
element to this fortunate outcome. There were no lifeguards on duty at the
time of the incident, and Dianne was the only person present who was able
to seize the opportunity and save a man's life.

It is with great honor that I present the Tucson Fire Department Medal of
Merit to Captain Diane Wygal-Springer.
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DATE: December 31, 2006

Patrick Quinn FROM: Sharon McDonough
Deputy Chief Battalion Chief
Community Safety Battalion 3"B"

SUBJECT: Awards Nominations

Award of Service: Paramedic and Chaplain Scott McKinney

There is not enough that can be said about the compassion and dedication of Paramedic Scott
McKinney as both a senior paramedic and as the Department Chaplain

Scott has been with the TFD for over 24 years, 22 of them as a paramedic. During that ti

Scott McKin ney “protégé” is taught compassion, attention to detail and the importance of attitude. Though
Paramedi currently assigned to PM09 - one of our busiest medic trucks, there is never a complaint from
. WU ) $ - 3 s t

e . him. He responds to each call with a great level of professionalism. He lends a sense of calm to
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OWINS. even the hairiest of situations and treats each and every patient with compassion and respect. His
skill level is outstanding and his knowledge base second to none. He is the medic you want to
see when you have an emergency

As Department Chaplain, Scott has afforded comfort and guidance to many TFD members
Though done quietly and without recognition or compensation, Scott represents the TFD and it's
administrators and members when he “is there” for people. He attends weddings, speaks at
funerals, gives the invocation at recruit graduations, visits sick and injured members and/or their
families and offers comfort through CISM and personal conversations. Many times, these visits
are done on Scotts’ days off. Many times he has put his owns plans aside at the behest of the
Department, or to come to the aid of a brother or sister,

Scott will retire in September of 2007. It is my wish that he be recognized and commended with

the Award of Service for his long-standing commitment and dedication to this Department and
the community he serves, both as an outstanding Paramedic and as a caring, selfless Chaplain

AwardsJan2007.doc  Page
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Chief Mike McKendrick presenter to:

Paramedic Brian Elam — Medal of Merit
Paramedic Sloan Tamietti — Medal of Merit
Paramedic Bryan Tobler — Medal of Merit
Firefighter Jennifer LaCoss — Medal of Merit

Jennifer LaCoss Responded to a vehicle rollover on October 14, 2007 at
f";ﬁ;’{.’"" 10:45pm, while off duty and returning from Rocky Point,

Mexico. Within minutes of the rollover they arrived on the
scene and rendered immediate aid to the injured family
members of Cynthia Huggins that were thrown from the
vehicle. Because of their quick response a helicopter rescue
was initiated and the injured were transported to the trauma
center for intensive care saving the lives of everyone
involved. For their immediate life saving efforts we are
proud to present them with the 2007 Award of Merit.
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