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April 10, 1929, Arizonan Daily Star:

Undated photo-courtesy Tucson-The Life and Times
of an American City, by C. L. Sonnichsen

From: Arizona Republic, April 10, 1929.
Mariano G. Samaniego Was Prominent Figure In Developing Tucson
Probably no pioneer of the Tucson district was more favorably know and better liked than Mariano G. Samaniego, who died many years ago in the Old Pueblo after an interesting career in which he did a great deal for
the progress and development of the state.
Mr. Samaniego was born in the state of Sonora, Mexico, in July 1844. After his father’s death, he moved with
his mother to what is now Mesilla, N. M., where he became naturalized by the terms of the treaty of the Gadsden purchase. The mother and son moved later to Albuquerque, N. M., and finally came to Tucson. Mr. Samaniego was accorded liberal educational opportunities and was sent to St. Louis University, from which he
graduated in 1862.
In and near Tucson Mr. Samaniego’s business interests, which were many and varied, brought him into close
contact with the development of the country. He cooperated in many movements for the general good and
through a long period was accounted one of the foremost citizens.
Mr. Samaniego was married at Las Cruces, N. M., to Miss Dolores Aguirre. Her brother, Epifanio Aguirre,
later married a sister of Al Bernard, well-known Arizona pioneer, now employed by the state highway department in Phoenix. Aguirre was killed by Indians in 1870 at Sassape, Mexico. Mrs. Aguirre and Mrs. Samaniego were educated together and Mr. Bernard first came to Arizona in 1876 with Mr. Samaniego from Westport, Mo.
Another honor came to Mr. Samaniego in his election to the presidency of the Arizona Pioneer society, which
position he held for two terms. There was no feature of pioneer life in the southwest with which he was not
familiar and during the early days of his residence in Arizona he faced dangers and difficulties , as the Indians
made it a perilous undertaking to establish and maintain a home in this section of the country.

From: Tucson Daily Citizen, August 18, 1975, By Kerry Hibbs
No feature of pioneer life in the Southwest escaped Mariano G. Samaniego, whose colorful
career included Indian-fighting, freighting,
ranching and being a legislator.
Born in Sonora, Mexico, in 1844, Samaniego
belonged to one of the oldest and most prominent families in Sonora. When his mother, Ysabel, moved the family's mercantile business to
Mesilla, N.M., he became a naturalized U.S. citizen under the treaty terms of the Gadsden Purchase. She later moved to Albuquerque and
then to Tucson.
When he was a boy, his parents – desiring that
he be fitted to fill any position of responsibility
ably and well – sent him to the best schools. In
1862, he graduated from St. Louis University.
During the civil War, Samaniego was an interpreter for the Confederates and the Texas Rangers. In 1864, he began freighting between Army
posts and to points as far east as the Missouri
River.
In 1868, one year before coming to Tucson by wagon, Samaniego lost five wagons, 48 mules and nearly his
life during an Indian attack in New Mexico. After two days of fighting, he and his men ran out of ammunition
and fled to safety in a distant town.
During the same year, Samaniego lost another wagon train and stock to the Indians near Las Cruces, N. M.
suffering a severe financial blow.
His worst year, though, was 1881, when he lost more than 100 mules and 12 wagons. The train was in charge
of his brother, Bartolo who, with all his men except one, were killed at Cedar Springs, Arizona.
The day after his brother was killed, Samaniego boarded a train for Willcox to take charge of his brother’s
body. While passing Dragoon Pass, he mistook several Indian Army scouts for hostile warriors and fired several shots from the train, wounding one.
When the train arrived in Willcox, he was arrested but was soon released through the influence of a friend.
Although his losses to the Indians were heavy, he was reimbursed $11,000 by the federal government, The
sum was considered high because freighters often inflated their losses and consequently received nothing form
the government..
In 1881, Samaniego sold his contracts to carry supplies to forts and turned to raising cattle and investing in
land.
Eventually his ranches included the Canada Oro ranch near Oracle and the Rillito ranch at the foot of the Santa Catalina Mountains., In the late 1880s, he opened a saddle and harness shop in Tucson and for years ran a
stage line from Tucson to Oro Blanco, Arivaca and Quijotoa. Fares were $7, $6 and $10 respectively.

From: Tucson Daily Citizen, August 18, 1975, By Kerry Hibbs
Samaniego also had an express line and mail contract to mammoth by way of Oracle.
He was particularly interested in projects to develop Tucson and Arizona. Realizing the value of securing an
adequate water supply for Tucson, he was foremost in plans for supplying the city with water and owned the
land that furnished it.
Politically he was one of the most prominent Democrats in Arizona. He served on the Tucson city Council,
was Pima county’s first assessor and was elected to five terms on the county board of Supervisors. He served
as Pima County’s delegate in the 11th, 13th, 16th and 18th Territorial Legislatures.
A strong advocate of higher education, Samaniego was one of the first regents of the University of Arizona.
He also served two terms as president of the Arizona Pioneers Historical society and helped organize the
Spanish-American Alliance.
At Las Cruces, he married Dolores Aguirre, who also came from a prominent Mexican family. Like Samaniego’s brother, her own brother, Epifanio, was also a freighter and was killed by Indians.
Indian attacks were a constant peril during the early days of Samaniego’s career. He was wounded twice but
returned the shots “with interest,” historical records note./
In 1885, Indians raided a ranch 15 miles from Tucson and captured a boy. Samaniego quickly gathered 13
men, all Mexicans except one, and rode off in pursuit. After a running fight that lasted 4 1/2 hours, they recovered the boy, recruited six more men and took, after the Indians again.
This time, they overtook them just as the Indians were raiding another ranch, thereby saving the family and
recapturing 20 head of stolen stock. It was the last raid the Indians made in that area.
Samaniego died in 1907, a highly respected public and business figure.
The Samaniego home at 112 W. Jackson St. still stands, now a part of La Placita. When the la Placita Development Co. bought, the land for the complex, the preservation of the Samaniego house was written into the
contract.

From: ____________________
Funeral Of Mrs. D. A. Samaniego
The funeral of Mrs. Dolores Aguirre de Samaniego, who passed away early Sunday morning, was held at the
residence 620 North Third Avenue, Monday, at 3 o’clock. Mrs. Samaniego had been ill for many years, but
became suddenly worse late Saturday evening and died Sunday morning. The deceased, who had lived in
Tucson for more than 01 years was born in Chihuahua state, 65 (3) years ago, and was the wife of the late
Mariano G. Samaniego, who died 13 years ago at the old residence on Jackson Street.
Mr. Samaniego was loved by everyone and leaves a brother, several nieces and nephews. Her three nieces,
Estfanita, Guadalupe, and Lupe Patton, were with her when the end came. The pallbearers were F. M. Hartman, H. Drachman, Judge Samuel L. Patton, Charles Tully, C. C. Jacome and Mr. Abaya.

From: Tucson Daily Citizen, July 12, 1876.
Mr. Samaniego’s train of five wagons left for Yuma on Tuesday with 14,000 pounds of wool for Larkin W.
Carr. Nearly every day loads of wool, hides, ore or some home product leave Tucson for other markets. Two
years ago exportations were not thought of as items of business now they amount to much in behalf of the producer, the merchant and the shipper, and thereby to the whole of our people. Bullion is figuring prominently
as an item in our exports, and soon will be the largest of all in value. There is a “good time coming” for all of
Arizona, and we are now feeling it very beneficially.
From: Tucson Daily Citizen, June 8, 1898.
Hon. M. G. Samaniego is again in evidence and can occasionally be seen on the street after several weeks of
enforced retirement though the actions of a bucking horse. The arm has resumed its normal appearance, the
broken bones has reunited and in the course of a couple of weeks it will be strong and well as ever. For a time
it was feared the arm would be somewhat shortened by measurements made yesterday show that there will be
no perceptible difference.
FROM: Tucson Citizen, May 10, 1898.

A SEVERE ACCIDENT

Hon. M. G. Samaniego—Thrown From A Horse On Monday
While out on the desert about four miles from Owl’s Head, yesterday, Supervisor Samaniego met with a painful accident. He had gone out with Dr. Purcell and another man to witness a round up, all being on horseback.
The doctor’s saddle girth had loosened and when he dismounted to tighten it, his horse began rearing, finally
breaking away. Mr. Samaniego, who is a fine rider, started in pursuit, but it was a long time before he overhauled the run away and lassoed him. In the excitement of the moment, Mr. Samaniego’s horse began bucking and the girth loosening, the unfortunate man was pitched to the ground, striking upon his left side. His left
arm was broken half way between the elbow and shoulder. The accident happened abut 11 o’clock, and Mr.
Samaniego for a time lay unconscious, alone on the desert. Recovering consciousnesses, he got up and
walked four miles to the camp near Owl’s Head, covering the distance in an hour. Dr. Purcell had not com in,
but a messenger soon brought him and he dressed the broken arm as best he could under the circumstances.
At half past four they started for Tucson, 45 miles away, arriving about midnight. This simple recital of the
facts serves to show Mr. Samaniego's wonderful nerve and power of endurance. It is hoped his power of recuperation will be as marked. He was suffering considerable pain this morning, but was in good spirits nevertheless.
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FROM: http://www.accessgenealogy.com/bios/arizonam.htm Following Biographies (hosted at USGenWeb )
Taken July 2003.
USGenWeb Project NOTICE: In keeping with our policy of providing free information on the internet, data
may be used by non-commercial entities, as long as this message remains on all copied material. These electronic pages may not be reproduced in any format for profit, nor for commercial presentation by any other organization. Persons or organizations desiring to use this material for purposes other than as stated above, must
obtain express written permission from the author, or the submitter and from the listed USGenWeb Project
archivist.
HON. M.G. SAMANIEGO History of Arizona, 1898 It is a pleasure to review the career of a man whose efforts have been crowned with distinction and whose life has been honorable and praiseworthy. He is now mail
contractor and a successful cattle raiser of Tucson of which city he has been a resident for many years. Mr.
Samaniego is a native of the State of Sonora, born July 26, 1844, and the son of Bactello and Sevelle Samaniego, both natives of Sonora. The father was a merchant and followed this occupation most successfully until
his death. The mother is still living, and although eighty-five years old is fairly well preserved for that advanced age. Of the four children born to this estimable couple two survive at the present time. Mrs. James A.
Lucas of Silver City, New Mexico is the daughter.
M.G. Samaniego was educated in St. Louis University, Missouri and was graduated from that institution in
1862. When the war broke out he was employed as interpreter for the Confederates of the Texas Rangers for
several months and afterward went to New Mexico, where his mother was living and clerked in a store on the
Rio Grande. As early as the year 1869 he removed to Tucson, Arizona--making his journey in wagons--and
has made his home here for the most part since. While a resident of New Mexico he was engaged in
freighting, and in 1868 he lost a fine train of five wagons and forty eight mules, all being captured and taken
by the Indians. For two days he and his men fought the Indians, but as their ammunition gave out they were
compelled to give up. They made their way by night to the nearest town, thirty miles distant, and thus were not
captured. The same year Mr. Samaniego lost another train and stock, all stolen by the Indians, and this was a
severe blow to him. However, he continued freighting and in connection conducted a store in Chihuahua. After coming to Tucson he resumed freighting and government contracting, met with excellent success and prospered right along until 1881, when he lost another train at Cedar Springs. This was in charge of his brother,
Bartolo T. Samaniego, who, with all his men, except was killed by the Indians.
At that time our subject was carrying supplies to the forts and he continued in this business until 1882, when
he sold out his contract and engaged in cattle raising. This he has followed ever since. He owns two fine cattle
ranches and is interested in another. He also owns several thousand head of cattle and a great many horses and
employs three or four men all the time. Mr. Samaniego runs the stage line from Tucson to Ora Blanco, with a
connection to Nogales and he also has the mail contract to Oro Blanco and Monmouth and from Arivaca to
Lassa. Aside from this he owns considerable city property and is wealthy and influential. He owns the land
that first supplied Tucson with water and is interested in nearly every water project in the country. Mr. Samaniego is one of the fortune men who obtained redress from the government for depredations done by the Indians, receiving $11,000 for the last train he lost.
He represented Pima County several terms in the Territorial Legislature, was the first assessor elected in that
county and has served two or three terms as a member of the Board of Supervisors. He was one of the first
members of the Board of Regents of the University, holding the office of Treasurer of same and was president
of the Arizona Pioneer Society for two terms.

FROM: http://www.accessgenealogy.com/bios/arizonam.htm Following Biographies (hosted at USGenWeb )
Taken July 2003.

In 1885 the Indians made a raid within fifteen miles of Tucson and captured a boy from a ranch. Mr. Samaniego gathered together thirteen men, all Mexicans except the present sheriff, R.N. Leatherwood, and started in pursuit. After a ride of about four and a half hours with a running fight they recovered the boy and took
him to Martinez ranch. There they re-organized and with a force of about nineteen men started again in pursuit of the Indians. At last they overtook the same Indians just as they were making a raid on the ranch of an
Italian and thus saved the whole family. They also captured twenty head of stock from the Indians. This was
the last raid made by them. Mr. Samaniego has had many thrilling experiences and can relate many thrilling
adventures. He has been twice wounded by the Indians, but generally returned these wounds with interest.
The day after his brother was killed, October 2, 1891, our subject boarded a train for Wilcox to take charge of
his brother's body and while passing Dragoon Summit raised the window and fired at some Indians, who
happened to be Indian soldiers, but this Mr. Samaniego did not know. He was arrested on arriving at Wilcox
for shooting at them, but through the influence of a friend was released in about fifteen minutes. Soon afterward he saw the Indians crossing the line with his brother's clothes, his wagons, stock to the number of
about 400 head, which shows what good Indian soldiers were at that time.
Our subject was married in 1868 to Miss Dolorres Aguirre, a native of Chihuahua. He is a member of the Pioneers and Spanish-American Society.

FROM: The Connection, Arivaca Yesterdays, April, 2004, by Mary Noon Kasulaitis. Arivaca Town
Founders: Mariano Samaniego.
Before the mine tailings west of Green Valley completely obscure the top of the mountain behind them, let us
remember the man whose name it carries. Samaniego Peak was named for Mariano Samaniego, one of the
most successful pioneers of Southern Arizona. He is connected to Arivaca through business interests as well
as through his wife, Dolores Aguirre, the sister of Pedro Aguirre who started the Buenos Aires Ranch near
Arivaca.
Samaniego was part of what is called the “Mexican Elite” of Southern Arizona who were educated professionals of Mexican origin. He was born in Bavispe, Sonora in 1844. His father, Bartolo Samaniego, passed away
in the 1850s and the family moved with their mother, Dona Isabel Luna de Samaniego, to Mesilla, New Mexico, where they became naturalized citizens and she opened a large mercantile store. She sent Mariano to St
Louis University from which he graduated in 1862, fluent in English. Right after graduation he served as an
interpreter for the Confederates of the Texas Rangers.
Samaniego began freighting early in his career, but also built up a ranching business at the Caflada del Oro
near Oracle and also at the Rillito near Tucson, where he had moved in 1869. In what is now Oro Valley, he
built a ranch house completely out of one-inch lumber, with a beautiful large porch. There was a vaquero’s
house, corrals and barley fields irrigated by water from the Canada del Oro stream.
Samaniego had a saddle and harness shop in Tucson and in the 80s and 90s, a stage line, which ran from Tucson through Arivaca and Oro Blanco to Old Glory. Later on he had the mail contract to Oro Blanco, Mammoth, Arivaca and La Osa. Mariano had realized early on that business diversification would allow him to be
successful.
Samaniego survived numerous brushes with Apaches, which led him to be considered a great Indian fighter,
although it was mainly for the protection of his personal interests. He had lost a train of five wagons and 48
mules in 1868 but successfully avoided capture. Right after that he lost another wagon train. Government contracts were a part of the freighting business, and this allowed him to continue.
Samaniego’s brother Bartolo was killed in an 1881 incident in New Mexico where he lost another wagon train.
In 1885, the Apaches attacked a ranch near Tucson and Samaniego led the posse in pursuit, successfully retrieving a captive and some of the horses that the Indians had captured.
In the 1870s Samaniego branched out into politics. He was elected to the Territorial Legislature several times,
where “he remained the sole Spanish-surnamed individual from Pima County.” Locally, he was one of Pima
County’s supervisors in the 1880s and 90s. He was a member of the first board of regents of the University of
Arizona and president of the Arizona Pioneers’ Historical Society. He became so well-known that in the Mexican community he could be regarded as a political boss, while maintaining the respect of the Anglo community as well. According to an early history, he owned the land that first supplied Tucson with water and was interested in nearly every water project in the country. Many people voted as Samaniego wanted, because they
valued his political influence. One of the episodes involved a suspect in the murder of Frank Oury who was
killed by bandits in Arivaca. The suspect turned himself over to Samaniego, who assisted in proving his innocence.
Samaniego was one of the few Mexican-Americans who was able to remain prominent in society after the railroad came to Tucson. The Mexican community found itself in the minority, as the population of Anglos
soared after 1880.

FROM: The Connection, Arivaca Yesterdays, April, 2004, by Mary Noon Kasulaitis. Arivaca Town
Founders: Mariano Samaniego.
In 1894, Carlos Velasco, Mariano Samaniego and Pedro Pello organized the Alianza Hispano-Americana, a
fraternal organization, which endeavored to cement the Hispanic community together and support its business
and social interests as well as political rights. According to C.L. Sonnichsen, this organization was the ancestor of LULAC and many other Hispanic interest organizations.
Mariano and Dolores Samaniego’s home at 112 W. Jackson Street in downtown Tucson has been preserved
and has been recently used as a restaurant. He passed away in 1907, the same year as Pedro Aguirre and their
sister-in-law, Mamie Bernard Aguirre.
References: Los Tucsonenses: the Mexican community in Tucson. 1865-1941. by Thomas E. Sheridan; A
Historical and Biographical Record of the Territory of Arizona, published in 1896; Tucson: the life and times
of an American city by C.L. Sonnichsen and--the Arizona Daily Star. Special thanks to Yjinio Aguirre, Samaniego’s great-nephew, for his stories of the Canada del Oro ranch. The story of Frank Oury’s murder was told
in the November 1999 issue of the Connection.

FROM: Arizona Historical Society, MS0706 Samaniego. 1903
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FROM: Arizona Star, October 10, 1902.

FROM: Arizona Historical Society, MS0706 Samaniego. 1904

FROM: Arizona Historical Society, MS0706 Samaniego. 1904

FROM: Arizona Historical Society, MS0706 Samaniego. 1905

FROM: Arizona Historical Society, MS0706 Samaniego. 1905-1906
FROM: The Oasis, advertisements, August 16, 1905.

FROM: A. E. Ring Picture, April 1906. Taken in Arivaca. This is the Old Glory, Tucson
Stage, man and lady in back is Ambrose & Grace Ring. NOTE—These are grandparents
of Al Ring the person putting together the history of TFD and this may well be a Samaniego stage, which they rode to and from Old Glory to Tucson in 1905/1906, we do not
know.

FROM: Arizona Historical Society, MS0706 Samaniego. 1907
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FROM: Arizona Historical Society, MS0706 Samaniego. 1907

FROM: Arizona Historical Society, MS0706, M. G. Samaniego. 1907
In the late 1880s, he opened a saddle and harness shop in Tucson and for years ran a stage line from Tucson to
Oro Blanco, Arivaca and Quijotoa. Fares were $7, $6 and $10 respectively.
Samaniego moved to Tucson in 1869 where he continued the freighting business, going as far west as Yuma
in 1876. He also operated the stage line between Tucson and Oro Blanco, and he held the mail delivery contract to Oro Blanco, Mammoth, La Osa, Arivaca, and Oldglory.

FROM: Arizona Historical Society, MS0706, M. G. Samaniego. 1908
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Courtesy http://www.newspaperabstracts.com/link.php?action=detail&id=90400

Courtesy, History of Tucson, Arizona and Influential Tucson Pioneers, Bob Ring, 8/2013

Greater Tucson Fire Foundation
Thanks you for taking an interest in
Tucson Fire Department history —
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles,
pictures, etc. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order or by a subject.
These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Dave Ridings Assistant Chief Tucson Fire Department, Al Ring friend of the department, Greater Tucson Fire Foundation and with the help of many friends and fellow firefighters.
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader
should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to
other items such as documents, letters, etc.
Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be
from one of three possible sources. The Arizona Daily Star, The Tucson Citizen and the Tucson Daily Citizen, for which we want to give a special thanks.
Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information
for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.
Should the reader have additional information on the above subject we would appreciate you
sharing it with us. Please see the names and contact information on the 1st. TFD Archives page
right below this paragraph.

