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Drexel Heights Fire District originally began providing fire and
emergency services to the south and southwest areas outside
the City of Tucson back in May 1954. The articles of
incorporation papers were filed by members of the Drexel
Heights Community association. In those days the Drexel
Heights Community Association Volunteer Fire Department
provided services all the way to what is now the City of

South Tucson.

On March 13, 2001, Drexel Heights Fire District merged with the
Tucson Estates Fire District. This added a fourth fire station, six
more firefighters, and several new communities. Tucson Estates,
the Foothills, and the surrounding neighborhoods welcomed
Drexel Heights firefighters and have been very supportive of the
Fire District and its services.

The District constructed a new station in the ever growing Star
Valley Community. In March 2010, DHFD's fifth station was

dedicated to the residents and community.

Drexel Heights Fire District has come a long way since 1954. But

no one will ever forget the determination and sacrifices made by
a handful of daring individuals who saw a community need
for fire protection, and found a way to make it a reality:
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Presented To:

In sincere acknowledgement of your unique contributions in
serving the citizens of the City of South Tucson.

Your generous support and outstanding commitment to mutual
aid response in preserving the health, safety and welfare of our
community is gratefully appreciated. Your dedication and strong
spirit of community partnership is truly exemplary.

January 28, 2000
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COOPERATIVE OFFICE EDUCATION

Certificate
of

Appreciation

Drexel Heighls Fire Degt

Given at Tucson, Arizona
this 14th day of March, 2000.
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Man charged in fatal crash

by La Monica Everett-Haynes on Sep 28, 2000, under Tucson and Arizona
g4 1 Covre I
Raimundo Hernandez Jr. faces a 2nd-degree murder charge after his wife dies in a Gates Pass crash
By LA MONICA EVERETT-HAYNES
Citizen Staff Writer

A man whose car plunged over a 200-foot embankment at Gates Pass yesterday, killing his wife, has been charged with second-degree murder and
aggravated DUI, deputies said.

Sandra Faye Hernandez, 31, died at the scene.
Her husband, Raimundo Hernandez Jr., 38, was injured when their Nissan sedan careened off Gates Pass Road on a curve.

He was arrested yesterday and charged in the death of his wife after he was released from University Medical Center, said Deputy Deanna Coultas, a
Pima County sheriff's spokeswoman.

The aggravated DUI charge refers to the fact he was driving while his license was suspended for a previous DUI, Coultas said.

Coultas said Raimundo Hernandez was driving west down a steep grade in the 6600 block of the scenic road in the Tucson Mountains about 12:30
p.m. when the car left the road and “drove directly over the side” of the embankment.

The speed limit 1s 25 mph. The car’s speed has not been determined, Coultas said.

No other cars were involved, she said.

“It’s a two-lane roadway. It 1s fairly narrow and mountainous,” Coultas said of the spot.

“If the speeds are followed and people are not under the influence of alcohol and drugs, they should be fairly safe in negotiating the curves.”
Coultas said Sandra Hernandez was ejected from the car, but Drexel Heights Fire Marshal Howard Rosenberg said her husband removed her.
He did not know if either wore a seat belt.

The point where the car went over the edge has no guardrail, Rosenberg said. “It’s just at the border line of being a cliff . . . so why there are no
guardrails, I have no idea,” he said.

Cars plunge down the embankment about twice a year, sometimes with fatal results, he said.

“People go (over Gates Pass) for the overlook, the scenery, a way to Old Tucson and the (Arizona-Sonora Desert) museum,” he said.
“The view from Gates Pass 1s beautiful, but I don’t know why they were out there.”

The status of the Hernandezes’ relationship was unclear, deputies said. The couple had separate Tucson addresses.

PHOTO CAPTION: GARY GAYNOR/Tucson Citizen

Paramedics carry Raimundo Hernandez Jr., 38, up a 200-foot embankment after the car he was driving went off Gates Pass Road. He was flown to
University Medical Center. His injuries were described as not life-threatening. His wife, 31, was killed.
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Tucson Citizen

Man found dead in SW Side mobile home

fire
by David L. Teibel on Dec 22, 2000, under Tucson and Arizona
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A 73-year-old man was the sole occupant of the home.
By DAVID L. TEIBEL
Citizen Staff Writer

Firefighters found a man burned beyond recognition in a Southwest Side mobile home this
moming after putting out a fire that destroyed the home.

Drexel Heights Assistant Fire Chief Gary Bynum said the man’s body was found in a
living room chair.

The man’s name was not released, but Bynum said firefighters believe he was the 73-year-
old sole occupant of the home, on West Camino Tierra, near West Valencia Road and
South Camino de Oeste.

The fire’s cause hasn’t been determined but “it does not look suspicious,” Bynum said.

The man apparently had been using his kitchen stove and a space heater to heat the home,
and one of those appliances may have started the fire, he said.

The fire was reported at 3:27 a.m. When firefighters arrived, flames already had eaten
through the center of the mobile home, Bynum said.

About 15 Drexel Heights and Pascua Yaqui firefighters brought the fire under control in
about eight minutes, he said.
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Drexel Helghts Tuecsen Estates
Firelfighters Fireffighters

Your Firefighters Support It....
....50 Should You!!

ON MARCH 13™
VOTE YES

On The Merger Of
Drexel Heights Fire District

&
Tucson Estates Fire District

Benefits of Merger

Shorter response times © A larger district is a stronger
to some areas. district.
© Increase in available resources. © Eliminate duplicate services.
©  Increase in available manpower. ©  Taxes will NOT be increased
as a result of merger.

Vote YES.... It Makes Sense!
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Coping with disaster
by David L. Teibel on Apr 21, 2001, under Tucson and Arizona
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Fire took everything but a family’s hope
By DAVID L. TEIBEL
Citizen Staff Writer
The Stroup family was left financially strapped and emotionally devastated when fire swept through their Drexel Heights mobile home April 13.

They were left homeless, their pets were killed, family heirlooms were destroyed. The family’s link to its past was severed, its present turned into a
nightmare

“Tt was devastating,” said Leslie Stroup. “Everything we've worked so hard for is gone.”

With nearly 600 residential fires displacing more than 200 families a year in the Tucson metro area, fire authorities say it is a scene that plays out
about once every other day here.

Trauma and loss are common feelings in such situations, said Gary Bynum, Drexel Heights Fire District’s assistant chief.
It 1s almost “like someone died,” Bynum said of the effect such fires have on victims.
“They ve lost everything, sometimes family heirlooms from grandma and grandpa, things they can’t replace,” he said.

“The older they (victims) are and the younger they are, it seems to hit them worse,” Bynum said. “Most of it 1s because they ve lost that touch to the
past. It’s gone forever.”

When the Stroups learned of the fire, they were at lunch together at a Mexican restaurant on West Valencia Road near South Midvale Park Road.
Leslie’s husband, Rick, got a call from his boss telling him a neighbor had called to say the Stroups’ home was on fire

Leslie, 36; Rick, 38; their son Rickie Stroup, 16; and daughter Katie Stroup, 13; rushed to the home on West Via San Teresa, near Valencia and South
Cardinal Avenue

“There were flames coming out of the windows of the children’s rooms,” Leslie Stroup said. “It was hard on my daughter, she saw her room go to
nothing.”

Katie’s paternal grandmother died two years ago, Leslie said, “and everything she had from her grandmother was gone; jewelry, pictures.

“Things that belonged to her great-grandmother — like stuffed animals, antique dolls — are just gone.” she said

Three family pets perished in the flames: Leslie’s two cats — Mack and Spooky — and her son’s python, Scales.
“My son, he’s just devastated over his pet snake; he’s had him for about three yvears,” Leslie said.

She said she and her husband had inadvertently let the insurance lapse a few years ago and because of the mobile home’s age, about 25 years old, they
were unable to get new insurance.

Now the family is struggling to get back on its feet.

“A relative 1s donating an RV so they will have a place to live,” said Carol Schmidt, a longtime family friend who lives in Apache Junction.
“It"1l be tight, but 1t's got a restroom 1n it, 1it’s got runming water,” Leslie said.

One of their immediate problems, she said, is clearing the wreckage from the property, something they will have to do themselves.

“I have no clue, I really don’t know how to do that,” Leslie said.

She 15 hoping someone will donate the use of a large trash dumpster. Until they get the wreckage off the property, Schmidt said, “they can’t even
think of getting another mobile home ™

Schimdt said residents of the mobile home park where she lives collected food, clothing and $850 for the family.

The Southern Arizona Chapter of the American Red Cross put the family up at a motel for six nights, Leslie said, adding the Red Cross also gave
them 5440 for clothing, a $95 food voucher and refilled her prescription for heart medicine.

Leslie, a bus driver for the Tucson Unified School District, said co-workers have donated clothing for the family. Her husband is a delivery truck
driver for a local welding supply company.

Bynum said when firefighters arrived at the 11 am_ blaze the front half of the mobile home already was engulfed in flame.
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