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LIST OF CHIEFS AND
THEIR TERMS OF OFFICE

1. Jack Boylen from 1881 to 1886, and
1890 to 1898.

Joe Encinas from 1886 to 1890.

Frank Russell from 1898 to 1903.

G. K. Smith from 1903 to 1904.

Henry Melluish from 1904 to 19085.

George Scholfield from 1905 to 1909.

Sam Barkley from 1909 to 1910.

Tom Conlin the first paid chief from
1910 to 1911.

Frank Ganz from 1911 to 19185.

Harry Parker from 1915 to 1921.

Joseph A. Roberts from 1921 to 1937.

Henry L. Hilles from 1937 to 1946.

J. C. Sievert from 1946 to October 23,
1953.

John H. Freeman from November 16,
1953 to April 22, 1966.

L. F. Peterson appointed April 25, 1966
to July 31, 1976.

W. D. Dearing, Acting Chief, from
August 1, 1976 to October 31, 1976.

E. Dean Holland, appointed November 1,
1976.
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Mr. Joel D. Valdez, City Manager
City of Tucson
Tucson, AZ 85726

Dear Sir:

The City of Tucson Fire Department will celebrate its 100th anniversary this
year. Attached herewith, is a brief history of the Department, (excerpts of
which are taken from the Official Program of the Seventh Annual Convention

of the State Firemen’s Association, circa 1929) along with statistical data
for the year 1980.

It is interesting to note the tremendous changes, not only in the Old Pueblo,
but within the Fire Department as well; equally important are the changes
which have taken place since the last annual report.

Land acquisition has been completed, and plans are nearing finalization
for the relocation of two existing fire stations.

The Insurance Services office team of engineers has awarded the City of
Tucson a Class 2 rating; an award which will greatly benetfit the citizens of
this community for years to come.

In conclusion, this Department will proceed in a logical and orderly fashion
to carry out its mandate with a resolute, deliberate and conservative attitude
of transition, and will look forward, with understandable optimism and
pride to the future.

Sincerely,

E. Dean Holland
Fire Chiet
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Tucson Fire Association

1881 - 1883

Tucson Volunteer Fire

Department 1881 - 1915

Tucson Fire Department

1915 - 1981

Pioneer Hose Company No. 1, taken on Church Street, (ca 1887)in front of "Fireman’s Hall” after Miles Parade. (Arizona
Historical Society photo).




Tucson's first fire fighting organization was
organized in June of 1881, and was known as
the "Tucson Fire Association’’.

M. P. Light, Chairman, and Mark Lully, Act-
ing Secretary, were members of the Acting
Committee of the Association. As will happen
with the passing of time, the name of the other
member of this Committee has been lost and re-
gretfully cannot be presented here.

Acting on the recommendation of the Com-
mittee the Town purchased two Babcock fire
extinguishers, twenty-two rubber buckets, six
axes, six picks and nine shovels.

On July 7, 1881, a meeting for the purpose
of perfecting the organization was held at the
club rooms of the Gem Saloon which was lo-
cated at Congress and Warren. Later, on Oc-
tober 27, 1881, a bell, weighing 1,447 pounds,
was purchased from a firm in Boston, Massa-
chusetts at a cost of $459. The bell tower was
completed in December of 1881. The bell tower
was used notonly by the Association but by the
Mayor and Council for meetings and as a poll-
ing place for elections. The upstairs was used
by the telephone exchange. Nineteen telephone
and telegraphicfirealarm boxes were installed
with the keys being left at convenient places for
use by the Association when needed.

Tucson, in an early growth pattern, was ex-
panding. To accommodate a part of the needs

produced by this growth, a gravity water sys-
tem was introduced, with a number of the
“plugs’’ installed on the streets in December of
1882.

Tucson Fire Department Hook
and Ladder Company (ca
1887) bedecked in their par-
rade finery. (Arizona Historical
Society photo).

In the early part of the year, 1883, a Charter
which made the Town a City, and Ordinance
Number 45 creating a Fire Department were
adopted by the people. On May 8, 1883, Ordi-
nance 46 adopting Fire Regulations was also
adopted.

In July, 1883, two hose carts arrived equipped
with 1,000 feet of hose. A two-story adobe fire
house was built by the City of Tucson on Church
Street. The following August, the Tucson Fire
Association became the Tucson Volunteer Fire
Company and the following men were elected
officers: J. F. Innes, President; J. A. Simpson,
Vice President; D. J. Boylan, Chief Engineer;
C. Mellgren, Assistant Chief Engineer; A.
Goldschmidt, Secretary, and Thomas Hallahan
Stewart, Chief Engineer. Chief Engineer T. H.
Stewart and Assistant Chief Engineer C. Mill-
gren were placed under bond.

The hose company of this organization was
known s the "Pioneer Hose Company Number
1. On August 18, 1883, the fire bell was moved
from the square wooden tower on Church
Square to the new tower on Church Street.

Still following its growth pattern, the nextim-
provement to be made by the Department was
the purchase of a hand-drawn hook and ladder
truck which arrived in Tucson on December 10,
1886. At about this time the Rescue Hose Com-
pany was organized and the membership of
the Fire Department had now reached 45 vol-
unteers.

The fall of 1896 saw the City of Tucson pur-
chase a 16 foot extension ladder and a chemical




engine which cost $1,700. The chemical capa-
city wastwo 60 gallon tanks and two 22 gallon
Babcock Fire Extinguishers.

In 1898, it was time for future plansto be laid
and so on October 4, 1898, the first reorganiza-
tion of the Department took place.

Through entertainments at the Opera House
and donations of concerned friends, the Tucson
Volunteer Fire Department raised sufficient
funds to purchase four horses and a Hale patent
harness. On August 1, 1900, the formerly hand-
drawn chemical engine and hook and ladder
truck now took on the modern look of horse-
drawn equipment thusfacilitating greater ease
in handling and, obviously, quicker response
time. The first paid fireman was added to the
Fire Department at about this time and on July
1, 1903, the second paid fireman joined the
force. These men were Fireman F. C. Norton
and Fireman Alex McNeil.

The first horse-drawn hose wagon, purchased
by the Volunteer Fire Department, arrived in
Tucson in September of 1903, equipped with
axes and picks, one 24-foot extension ladder
and one 12-foot roof ladder. The hose capacity
of this wagon was 1,500 feet of 22inch double
jacket hose.

A bond issue was voted in the amount of
$25,000 to improve the Fire Department in
1908. This was for the building of a new brick
fire house on South Sixth Avenue, moving
again for the third time, the bell from the old
tower to the new brick tower. Under this same
improvement plan, 20 Gamewell fire alarm
boxes were installed. Also, a three-horse hitch
third size Nott Steam Fire Engine, piston type,
500-gallon capacity, 3,000 feet of hose, three
horses and harness, and equipment for fire
hose was put into service. This was all pur-
chased from the bond issue. At the completion
of the new fire house on June 21, 1909, the De-
partment moved from the old fire house on
Church Street. Still growing with the times,
three new, paid, firemen were added to the De-
partment bringing the total now to five paid
firemen.

Climaxing many discussions and thoughtful
planning, the first paid Fire Chief, Tom Conlin,
was appointed by the Mayor and City Council
in April of 1910. The number of paid men rose
to six, volunteers 65, with a total membership
of 71.

The Department added two more men in
1911.

The Age of Mechanisim had arrived and
Tucson was not to be caught lagging behind,
4and so in 1914, the first piece of motorized e-

quipment was purchased. This was a four-
cylinder, hand cranked Velie combination
chemical and hose truck. The Department
added one more paid man to actin the capacity
of driver for this vehicle. The volunteer days
ended in 1915, when the volunteers voted to
disband. The Department was now a fully paid
operation.

Still in a growth pattern, two six-cylinder,
self-starting, triple combination, 900-gallon
centrifugal Seagrave Motor Trucks were pur-
chased in 1917. A new fire station was builton
North Fourth Avenue and five more men were
added to the Department. This was accom-
plished as a result of a bond issue. The purchase
of the Seagrave Motor Trucks broughttoaclose
the days of the horse-drawn equipment in
Tucson. The Department was now motorized.

The two-platoon system, a day and night shift
became effective on January 1, 1920, with the
addition of seven men.

In 1923, two six-cylinder, self-starting triple
combination rotary pumpers and one six-
cylinder, self-starting, 75-foot aerial ladder
truck, all American LaFrance, were purchased
along with 60 new Gamewell fire alarm boxes
with a new eight-circuit switch board and re-
peater. A new fire station was built and e-
quipped at Park Avenue and Ninth Street. These
improvements were the result of a bond issue.
The Department was growing and twelve men
were added, which broughtthe total to 29 men.

On February 7, 1928, a six-cylinder, self-
starting, triple combination Ahrens Fox piston
pump was purchased by the City. Two more
alarm boxes wereadded and thefirealarm sys-
tem was improved by the building of an iso-
lated, conflagration proof, Fire Alarm Head-
quarters located in Rincon Park. All of this was
accomplished by a bond issue which included
the remodeling of the Central Fire Station on
South Sixth Avenue.

The City of Tucson and its Fire Department
were still growing and in 1930, the fire station
on North Fourth Avenue was remodeled and a
second floor was added, in addition to this a
new American LaFrance, 750 GPM quad truck
was placed in service. It was during this time
that the fire station at West Alameda Streetand
Grande Avenue was built, and five men were
added to the Department, bringing the total
number of firemen to 34.

A new, twelve-cylinder, Seagrave, 750 GPM
pumper was purchased in 1940. Four addition-
al men were employed and the ranks grew in
size to 38.

The first Fire Inspector was assigned to that




T R Tucson Fire Department in front of “Fire-
- man’s Hall”, Church Street, with Pima
County Court House in background, (ca
1887). (Arizona Historical Society photo).

Tucson Fire Department (ca 1883)in front
of new fire station located on Church St.
(Arizona Historical Society photo)

Tucson Volunteer Fire Department (ca
1892), Pioneer Hose Company, Rescue
Hose Company, and Hook and Ladder
Company, Top Row: George Hookey, Alex
Rossi, Jesus Camacho, Kuno Baum, un-
known, Leonardo Romero, Juan Valenzuela,
Joe Soldini. Middle Row: unknown, Charlie
Messersmith, Rafael Morales, Felipe
Frapani, unknown, unknown, Harry
Sayers, Rosenstock, Geuro Zapata. Bottom
Row: unknown, Steifel, Billy Read holding
Monte Mansfeld, Joe Goldbaum, Ruth
Straus, Jack Bolan holding Charley Brown,
Klein holding Lester Steinfeld, Cavillo
Sitting: Sam Martin, Rosenstock. (Arizona
Historical Society photo)




specific duty in 1942.In November of that year,
the first Fire Captain was assigned to inspec-
tion duty. Every three months, the Captains as-
signed to inspection duty, were reassigned.
This reassignment pattern made it possible for
each to know the buildings of the City. Another
pieceoffirefighting equipment was purchased
in November of 1943. This was a new, eight-
cylinder, Seagrave, 500 GPM pumper and was
placed in service at East Ninth Street and Park
Avenue at Fire Station #3.

Drill Master, H. E. (Chili) Francis, was ap-
pointed to supervise training in July of 1946.
This was the beginning of the Department's
training program, which has progressed great-
ly since then under Captain John Steger and
later by Captain L. F. Peterson.

Howard Danielson was detached from the
fire fighting force and given the assignment of
forming a Fire Prevention Bureau in December
of 1946. He was appointed Captain in Febru-
ary, 1947, and the first assistant inspector was

added that year.
Under the direction of Captain L. F. Peterson,

three-way radio communication was added
and all vehicles were radio equipped in March,
1949. In November of that same year, a 1000
GPM ‘"Centrifugal” Seagrave pumper was
added and the older 1923 model American La
France pumpers were put into storage. The
1928 model Ahrens Fox pumper went to reserve
duty.

Three horse, 3rd size Nott Steamer (ca
1908) answering acallon Congress Street.
(Arizona Historical Society photo).

In April of 1950, the Department acquired a
Seagrave Aerial Ladder Truck (85-foot), and
retired to storage the now very obsolete 1923
model Aerial Ladder Truck. More men were
added to the expanding Department bringing
up the roster listing to 65 men.

The first Rescue Unit was delivered on June
16, 1951. This was donated by the Oil Informa-
tion Commission and the Tucson Auto Racing
Association. After this unit had been received,
additional equipment was donated by the citi-
zens of Tucson, making this vehicle a firstclass
rescue unit equipped for all types of rescue
work. Allmembers of the Fire Department were
qualified as Advanced First Aid personnel
through a continuous study program.

Still growing in September of 1952, the De-
partment added more men to its roster making
it total of 74. The Fire Prevention Bureau had
grown within the framework of the Department
and had added to its division, making it a total
of three men.

The greatest expansion of the Department
since the 1930's took place in 1953. On June
12, 1953, an American LaFrance Foamite
1000 GPM pumper passed its acceptance test
and was put into service on September 16,
1953, when the new Fire Station #5 was dedi-
cated. This station, located strategically at East
Grant Road and North Vine Avenue, was built
to handle two companies in preparation for the
future growth of the City. Eleven men were




added to the Department which brought the
total manpower figure to 85.

The work of the Fire Prevention Bureau de-
veloped in 1953. Two members of the Depart-
ment were trained and permanently assigned
as assistant inspectors. A Fire Department ve-
hicle with three-way radio communications
was also provided.

Fire Prevention responsibilities and the
scope of the work were expanded as plans for
new buildings were examined for fire fighting
facilities and fire safety. Recommendations
were made to the Building Department before
final approval.

The number of inspections has been in-
creased and were quickly becoming greater in
depth and more thorough

January 1, 1954, saw six pumpers in service
(one a 750 GPM QUAD) and two pumpers in
reserve; an 85 foot Aerial Ladder Truck was
also in service at that time. Another American
LaFrance Foamite 1000 GPM Pumper was pur-
chased and delivered on February 13, 1954, to
replace the now obsolete 1930 model Ameri-
canLaFrance QUAD at Station #2.In 1954, the
Tucson Fire Department had five Fire Stations,
six Engine Companies, one Ladder Company,
with three engines in reserve and a total man-
power list of 86 firefighters.

The adoption of Fire Prevention Ordinance
Number 1524, by the City of Tucson in 1954,
gave assistance to the Fire Prevention Division.
This was based on a suggested Fire Prevention
Ordinance recommended by the National
Board of Fire Underwriters.

The Fire Department shared a radio frequen-
cy with the Police Department until November
of 1955, when the systems were separated. The
Fire Department was then assigned to its own
frequency. The increasing activity of the fire
companies away from the stations, atdrills, hy-
drant testing, building inspection, etc., made
this change mandatory.

InJanuary of 1956, eightmen were added for
a temporary station at Swan and East Fifth
Street. In June of that same year, eight more
men were added to the Department, for a tem-
porary station located at the Downtown Air-
port on East 36th Street.

On July 1, 1956, the members of the Fire De-
partment began the routine daily testing and
inspection of the fire alarm systems and the
regular testing and inspection of the City's 86
fire alarm boxes, thus relieving the City’s Elec-
trical Division of this duty.

During the fiscal year of 1956-1957, eleven

additional men were added to the Fire Depart-
ment, bringing the total manpower strength to
118 firefighters. The total apparatus runs for

FIRE STATION
TRUCK €0.22

Fire Station No. 2, 1040 North 4th Avenue (ca 1917) then a one story
building, the second story was added in the early 1930’s. Arizona

Historical Society Photo.

Fire Station No. 2 (ca 1935). Tucson Fire Department Photo.

Interior shot apparatus room, Station No. 2, (ca 1935) Tucson Fire De-

partment Photo.




the fiscal year of 1956-1957 were 2,235 runs
and the first aid rescue truck made a total of
156 runs. During that same period of time in-
spections of single family dwellings took place.
This was the largest single project undertaken
by this Department during that time.

On November 18, 1957, a "Smoke" Ordi-
nance, Number 1776, was passed and adopted
by the Mayor and City Council. This Ordi-
nance required a permit to burn: garbage, rub-
bish, trash, grass clippings, tree prunings,
waste trade materials, junk auto bodies or
parts thereof, tires and any other articles in
open fires, bonfires, incinerator or burning de-
vice, or in any other manner, providing such
fire or burning would not cause dense smoke,
acrid or offensive odors or vapors, sparks, fly-
ing ash, or other harmful elements to travel
more than 100 feet from the point of origin. Per-
mits were not granted if burning presented a
fire hazard.

Great changes took place in the Fire Depart-
ment during fiscal year 1958-1959. In March,
1959, 21.3 square miles were annexed to the
City and its limits now extended to Roger Road
to the North and on the East to Kolb Road. With
this expansion came the need of additional
personnel, the leasing of fire equipment and
the opening of temporary stations. Station
Number 9, located at 5941 East 22nd Street,
was opened on March 26, 1959. Station Num-
ber 8, located at 3325 North Stone Avenue was
opened on April 1, 1959. Twenty additional
firemen were hired in April and specifications
were drawn up and bids let fortwo 1250 pump-

The entire Tucson Fire Department lineup for
official photograph after a parade (ca 1890).
Tucson Fire Department photo.

ers and two 100-foot aerial ladder trucks.

Another period of vast expansion took place
during the fiscal year of 1959-1960. During
this time in September, the City received two
1250 Seagrave pumpers and two 100-foot Sea-
grave aerial ladder trucks. Station Number 12,
formerly Catalina Fire Department, was acti-
vated on October, 1959.

November, 1959 the Fire Department moved
Station Number 6 from its temporary location
at Swan and East Fifth, to its new, permanent
location at North Venice and East Bellevue. At
the same time, Station Number 7 at East First
and Anderson was activated.

It was on March 18, 1960, that the City an-
nexed an additional 25.03 square miles to the
Northwest, West and South. The same day Sta-
tion Number 13 was activated. This station was
formerly the headquarters of the Southside Fire
District.

On March 12, 1960, Engine Company Num-
ber 15, consisting of two pieces of apparatus,
one a pumper and the othera tanker, was putin
service at Station Number 4. This same date
Station Number 14, at 5832 South Sixth Ave-
nue was opened with a 1947, 1000 gpm Sea-
grave with a 1000 gallon tank.

The fiscal year 1961-1962, brought one
small area into the City. On September 1, 1961,
Fire Station Number 11, located at 4075 East
Timrod, was activated. A reserve pumper was
again placed in first line service. In October of
that same year, Station Number 12 (formerly
Catalina Fire Department Station) was deacti-
vated. There were 54,000 homes visited during




the annual home Fire Prevention inspection
program and during this period there were
2,400 hydrants tested. The Fire Prevention
Division inspected over 6,000 buildings while
the per capita fire loss rose slightly to $3.37.

Early in the 1962-1963 fiscal year, the City
received two 1250 Crown pumpers which were
placed in service at Station Number 1.InJuly, a
1962, 750 Seagrave was tested and placed in
reserve. In October, a 1250 Crown was tested
and accepted and placed at Station Number 10.
The 1954 American LaFrance was transferred
from Station Number 10 to Station Number 11
and the 1949 Seagrave was placed in reserve.

In January, 1963, the National Board of Fire
Underwriters published Bulletin Number 315
setting new standards as to the distribution of

engine companies and response to alarms. This
enabled the Fire Department to reevaluate its
station locations and on May 17, 1963, Station
Number 2 was deactivated and Engine Com-
pany Number 15 was eliminated. The 1954
American LaFrance was moved from Station
Number 2 and putin service as Engine Number
5 at Station Number 5.

Fire Prevention work both in private homes
and businesses kept pace. Over 54,700 homes
were visited and 2,800 fire hydrants were test-
ed. Early in 1963-1964 fiscal year, two 1250
Hahn pumpers were received and tested in
June and were putin service at Station Number
6 and Station Number 7 respectively. The 1954
American LaFrance was transferred from Sta-
tion Number 6 to Station Number 11.

Hook and Ladder Company, (ca 1898) touting its

approval for statehood. Tucson Fire Department photo.

Pioneer Hose Company No. 1, (ca 1898), Tucson
Fire Department photo.




In 1964, the City's per capita fire loss was
down to $1.93 while the number of rescue calls
had risen to well over 1,400. Approximately
55,000 homes were inspected during this time
period by engine companies while Fire Pre-
vention personnel made over 6,600 additional
inspections. Station Number 10, a new station,
located on Ajo Road just west of Park Avenue
was activated at the same time.

In 1965, Chief John H. Freeman retired after
40 years of fire service and L. F. Peterson was
appointed Fire Chief. Fire Station Number 12
at Pantano Road south of Broadway opened on
February 16, 1965. Emergency calls during
this period totaled 5,365.

In 1966, the first diesel powered apparatus
was delivered. This apparatus was an Ameri-
can LaFrance 1000 gpm triple combination
pumper. A fourth rescue unit was also placed
in service.

On March 8, 1968, the new Station Number
8, located on King Road was opened and a 5th
rescue unit was placed in service. Fire Station
Number 14 located at South Liberty was open-
ed on September 24, 1968, which made a total
of 12 stations.

1969 saw the Department’'s Training Center
located on Ajo Way at Park Avenue swing into
full operation as the Training Center in the

Southwest. Calls for assistance totaled 8,265
during the 1969-1970 period.

On August 25, 1970, ground was broken for
the construction of the Fire-Police complex lo-
cated at Church Avenue and McCormick Street
Opticom units were purchased for all frontline
equipment. Calls during this year amounted to
7,020.

A 63-year stay, almost to theday, ended when
Suppression personnel moved into new quar-
ters on June 1, 1972, located at 265 South
Church Avenue. "Old Central”’ Station was
activated on June 21, 1909, and the ensuing
years have seen the Department grow to 333
firefighters and 12 stations. Calls during this
period amounted to 9,791. August, 1972 saw
the advent of a new technology at the Depart-
ment with the installation of a 150-foot lift plat-
torm (Firebird-150) located at Central Station.
Atthetime, this wasthe only 150-foot elevating
platform in the United States.

June, 1973, Medic I, the first of two ambu-
lance-type vehicles programmed for service as
Mobile Cardiac and Trauma Units (MCTU's)
was placed in service. Five additional new fire
engines were added to the Fire Suppression
fleet as replacements. Under the joint auspices
of Pima Community College and St. Mary's
Hospital, training programs were initiated to

Chemical Engine (ca 1909) Captain A. McNeil driving. Tucson Fire Department photo.




provide the Department with qualified para-
medic personnel. Calls now totaled 21,360 for
the year.

In July, 1976 Chief L. F. Peterson retired after
36 years of service. W. D. Dearing served as
Acting Chief from August 1, 1976, through
October 31, 1976 when on November 1, 1976,
E. Dean Holland was appointed Fire Chief.

Eight new paramedic vehicles were pur-
chased in 1977 from Modular Ambulance Cor-
poration to replace five rescue type vehicles.
Maintenance moved its facilities from Station
Number 3 into new and spacious quarters at
the Operations Center on Ajo Way and Park
Avenue.

In 1978, the Department, with funding from
the Federal Government, initiated a program
of home inspection utilizing "“'senior citizens"
as Fire Specialists. This program was designed
to reduce the total number of residential fires

through the use of trained ‘'civilian’ teams to
conduct fire safety inspection in the home.
These specialists have conducted inspections
in approximately 4,000 homes annually. Dur-
ing this period of time, the Department re-
sponded to 14,199 fire/fire related calls and
16,961 medical/rescue type calls. The Depart-
ment's total complement consisted of 398 uni-
form and 25 non-uniform personnel.

During 1979, the Fire Specialists added
schoolroom demonstrations to their repertoire,
conducting as many as 233 sessions to as
many as 13,000 students. The Fire Prevention
Division enjoyed one of the highest arson con-
viction rates in the country. Approximately
91% of all case brought to trial resulted in a
conviction. Calls during the period consisted
of 14,098 fire/fire related calls and 16,672
medical/rescue type calls.

Hook and Ladder Company, (ca 1909)in front of Fire Station No. 1, after its completion. Tucson Fire Department photo.




Tucson Fire Department chemical wagon, (ca
1903) driver, Alex McNeil. (Arizona Histori-
cal Society photo).

Interior of "Old Central” (ca 1913) 142 South
6th Avenue, torn down on September 30,
1973, as part of the Santa Rita Hotel expan-
sion. Tucson Fire Department photo.

Taking it easy after a strenuous day, ladder-
men relax at Old Central Fire Station (ca 1917),
Tucson Fire Department Photo.
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These are the men who carried Tucson’s colors to many a triumph in inter-city hose laying contests; they are left
to right: M. Leon, two unidentified boys, Jesus Camacho, Dovis, unknown, Ramon Barranta, unknown,
Nick Lopez, unknown, unknown. Tombstone, Arizona Territory (ca 1905) Arizona Historical Society Photo.

Tucson Fire Department (ca 1898). Arizona Historical Society Photo.




BUDGET

CLASSIFICATION SUMMARY

Personnel
Contractual Services
Commodities

Capital Outlay

$ 11,655,290
1,802,850
520,330
402,660

$ 14,381,130

OPERATIONS $ 9,487,380

MEDICAL 1,192,500

RESOURCES 2,699,630

PREVENTION 731,890

CAPITAL BUDGET 1,205,890

ADMINISTRATION 269,730

GRAND TOTAL $ 15,587,020

ACTIVITY SUMMARY
Administration $ 269,730
Suppression 9,487,380

Prevention 731,890
Medical 1,192,500
2,699,630

$ 14,381,130

The Department’s total operating budgetof $ 14,381,130 is 8.3% of the total City operating budget. It
represents an increase of $ 1,865,970 over the previous year, or a 14.9% growth.

Central Station Apparatus (ca 1935).
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TUCSON EMERGENCY CONTROL
MEDICAL EMERGENCY DISPATCH SYSTEM

Number of Incidents by Type 1980 1979

Assault
Asthmatic
Attempted Suicide
Auto Accident
Bicycle Accident
Bleeding Victim
Bites & Stings
Burn Victims
Child Birth
Chest Pains
Choking Victim
Convulsions

Diff. Breathing
Diabetic Coma
Drowning
Electrocution

Fall Victim
Fainting

Gunshot Wound
Heart Attack
Invalid Assist
Injured person
Insulin shock
Miscarriage
Mental patient
Motorcycle accident
Nature Unknown
Need for Oxygen
Overdose

Public Assistance
Person down
Poisoning

DOA (Possible)
Pedestrian Hit
Resp. Arrest
Sick Person
Seizure

Smoke Inhalation
Stabbing Victim
Stroke

Stomach Pains
Unconscious Person
Vehicle Accident
Withdrawal
Others

TOTALS




TUCSON FIRE DEPARTMENT PARAMEDIC RESPONSES
FIRE DEPARTMENT UNITS ONLY

PMO1 PMO7 PMO08 PM10 TOTAL

Jan. 360 317 188 263 1,404
Feb. 371 342 220 253 1,450
Mar. 370 332 192 286 1,423
Apr. 433 366 224 305 1,602
May 362 349 210 316 1,543
Jun. 391 338 219 282 1,632
Jul. 406 359 234 267 1,593
Aug. 397 356 203 289 1,657
Sep. 364 322 197 263 1,403
Oct. 383 302 206 267 1,433
Nov. 356 293 207 262 1,385
Dec. 433 328 222 295 1,611
TOTAL MEDS 4,626 4,004 2,522 3,348 17,936

TOTAL UFIRS 633 626 306 440 2,845
TOTAL RESPONSES 5,259 4,630 3,788 20,481

Tucson’s First Rescue Vehicle is accepted on behalf of the Fire Dispatching facilities Old Central Station, firefighter H. Putney
Department by Fire Chief]. C. Sievert (ca 1951). Ivan Burkhart manning the emergency lines (ca 1954). Tucson Police Depart-
Photo. ment Photo.




UNIFORM FIRE INCIDENT REPORTING SYSTEM
NUMBER OF TIMES UNIT WAS DISPATCHED

UNIT NO. TOTAL % FIRE % FALSE % RESCUE/ % OTHER
CALLS MEDIC

ENGINE 4 1455 24.1 20.5 36.9 184
6 1339 20.0 18.5 41.7 19.7

10 1288 36.6 16.3 27.4 19.4

14 1284 27.5 8.5 50.0 13.7

1279 33.3 11.7 299 249

1265 25.2 29.8 289 159

1245 25.2 159 43.7 15.0

1150 25.6 20.3 31.3 226

1104 28.1 24.4 30.5 16.8

1051 251 12.4 41.3 21.0

968 29.0 9.1 34.4 27.3

13 924 30.6 ; 50.4 134

3 850 23.8 : 36.2 222

12 672 254 ; 49.5 17.4

16 627 23.7 : 40.9 18.5

18 562 27.4 ] 38.6 15.1
LADDER 7 587 32.1 : 54 21.2
1 552 27.3 d 4.8 12.6

4 473 37.4 : 6.3 257

9 466 36.4 A 7.9 25.1

10 445 49.8 : 8.0 16.8

16 202 38.6 - 5.9 242
MEDIC 1 5259 4.0 S 89.5 1.9
74 4630 4.3 : 88.3 2.8

9 3976 4.8 : 88.3 3.3

10 3788 5.6 : 90.1 1.7

8 2828 4.4 : 90.0 3.1

Tucson Fire Department with all equipment in front of the
recently completed "Old Central Fire Station"” (ca 1909). Arizona
Historical Society Photo.




UNIFORM FIRE INCIDENT REPORTING SYSTEM

Summary of Incident 1980 1979 1978
Type of Incident D I D I
Fire

Building
Tree/Brush/Grass
Vehicle

Refuse

OQOutside structure
Explosion, No afterfire
Outside spill/leak
Other

*Total Fire

False Alarm
Malicious/Mischief
Bomb scare
System Malfunction
Unintentional
Other

*Total False Alarm

Rescue Call
First Aid
Lock-in
Other

*Total First Aid

6
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Overpressure-Rupture
Steam
Air/Gas
Other

*Total Overpressure

Hazardous Condition
Spill/Leak

Explosive removal
Excessive heat

Power lines down
Arc/Short Elect. Equip.
Other

*Total Hazardous Conditions

Good Intent Calls
Smoke scare
Wrong location 36
Control Burn 20
Auto Home Dect/Accdt 30
Supv. Dect Sys/Accd’t 33
Water Surge 22
Other 257
*Total Good Intent 949

Service Calls
Lock-out 5 8 13
Water Evacuation 20 28 25
Smoke removal 18 24 25
Animal Rescue 0 1 2
Assist Police 23 26 30
Other 138 135 119

*Total Service Calls 204 222 214

*Totals
Total Calls 14,583 14,089 14,199
Total Injuries

Total Deaths
18







