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July, 1965

Mr. Mark E. Keane, City Manager
City of Tucson,
Tucson, Arizona

Dear Sir:

Events Which have a profound effect on the fire department
have marked this as a year which will fe recalled many times,
as '"the year of our last Underwriters' Report", "the year we
started using the drill tower", '"the 1965 Bond Issue" -- mile-
stones in an era of fire department progress.

Numerous references have Leen made to the 1948 report of sur-
vey of fire defenses bty the National Board of Fire Underwriters
(recently changed to "Zmerican Insurance RBssociation™). The
report and its supplements have Lkeen analyzed many times on

the departmental as well as the administrative level, each de-
tail considered regarding costs, tenefits, and changing con-
ditions.

The results of careful considerations and allowances made Ly
city administrators from that year to the present are favor-
akly reflected in the 1964 ZIEZ Report. e are pleased to note
that the report raised the classification of the fire defense
caparbilities of Tucson to an advantageous position in the next
Fetter class. Recommendations for improvements are also in-
cluded in the report; these have Leen discussed at combined
and separate meetings of department heads of fire inspection
and water departments, and representatives from the AIZ and
Arizona Rating Bureau. U'e also contacted the Zmerican Insur-
ance Zssociation for their recommendations tefore making a
tentative selection for the location of permanent stations
to replace the temporary rentals now in service.

Other events and activities of the fiscal year are discussed
or illustrated on the following pages.

Respectfully submitted,

J. H. Freeman
Fire Chief

JHF, BJO/m1p
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PERSONNEL

CHIEF OFFICERS

J. H. Freeman, Fire Chief

L. F. Peterson, Deputy Chief

John F. Steger, Assistant Chief

Richard H. Bayless, #Assistant Chief

Kenneth F. Dirks, Zssistant Chief

B. J. Oliver, Battalion Chief, Administrative EAssistant
H. E. Russell, Battalion Chief, Engineering

21fred W. Montoya, Battalion Chief, Equipment Maintenance
Howard Danielson, Battalion Chief, Fire Prevention
Russell Sprung, Battalion Chief, Training

“’illiam DuPont, Battalion Chief, District 1 Chief

Paul Viilliams, Battalion Chief, District 1 Chief

t'‘allace Dearing, Battalion Chief, District 2 Chief
Rorert Slagel, Battalion Chief, District 2 Chief
Salvatore V. Amaro, Battalion Chief, District Relief Chief
Rotert Rojeski, Battalion Chief, District Relief Chief

Company Memtership: 46 Captains; 41 Drivers; 151 Firefighters

Fire Inspectors:

Civilian Personnel:

CHANGES IN PERSONNEL

1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64 1964-65

2ppointments 12 27 8 16 28
Resignations 10 10
Retirements 2
Dismissals ) ) ) 1
Promotions

Died In-Service




ALARMS RECEIVED

1964-1965

MONTH ) TELEPHONE CTHER TOTAL
July 290 95 399
August 230 347

Septemter 194 305

Octoker 273 385

Novemkter 224 305
Decemlker 248 363
January 231 552
Fetruary 253 359
March 342 482
April : 416
May 489
June 458

Total 171 4,660

TOTAL OF ALy ALARMS RECEIVED ANNUALLY

1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64

3,448 3,769 4,078 4,583




CLASSIFICRTION OF ALARMS

1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64 1964-65

Business 113 118 134 140 96
Residential 290 312 337 394
Miscellaneous 862 892 882 1,050
Vehicles 260 285 394 374

L
TOTAL FIRES 1,607 1,747 1,958

CALLSE OTHER THAN FIRES

First 2&id
(Persons Saved)

Gasoline Leaks 186
Miscellaneous 378
Needless 139
FALSE Total 201 233
(Box False) (111) (149)

(Telephone False) ( 90) ( 84)

TCTAL OTHER THAN FIRE 1,917 2,189 2,331 2,623

TOTAL OF ALL CALLS 3,448 3,756 4,078 4,582

AREA (Square Miles) 70.96 70.96 70.96 71.73

POPULATION 220,000 220,000 . 228,000 241,000




VALUE OF PROPERTY
INVOLVED IN FIRE 1964-65

H
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NARROW BAR 1963-64
WIDE BAR 1964-635
1,227,965 NOV. 2,775,450 . 1,510,205
505,715 DEC. 2,198,515 : 965,895
677,155 JAN. 843,520 1,046,159
2,079,835 FEB. 1,467, 025 4,329,320




LOSSES TO PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRE 1964-65

125,000

DOLLARS

50,000

AVERAGE LOSS

WHITE BLACK 1964-65

37,145 NOv. 20,550

23,605 DEC. 12,200 APR.
41,287 JAN. 37,558 MAY

19,817 FEB. 24920 JUNE
1963-64 AVERAGE MONTHLY LOSS —$ 38,906

1964-65 AVERAGE MON THLY LOSS—$ 36,866
COMPARATIVE FIRE LOSS BY YEAR

1960-6i 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64 1964-65
TOTALS $ 489,410 $762,224 $714,996 $466,60I $442,395

AVERAGE YEARLY LOSS IS $ 575,125




MONTH

MONTHLY FIRE LOSSES

BUSINESS

RESIDENCE

VEHICLE

MISC.

July
Bugust
Septemker
Cctoter
Novemter
Decemker

$ 15,955
15,145
25,150
14,728

7,525
6.965

$ 16,195
4,570
13,812
2,747
10,370
2,190

Sub-Total $ 85,468

January 23,313
Fekruary 125
March 70,125
April 3,850
May 6,465
June 16,490

$ 49,884

13,260
20,860
18,366
28,610
38,962
14,315

Sub-Total $120,368

TOTAL $205,836

$ 2,850
3,500
2,010
1,115
2,440
2,960

$ 2,145
390

315
1,297
215

85

TOTAL

$ 37,145
23,605
41,287
19,817
20,550
12,200

$ 14,875

775
3,890
7,620
6,975
1,845
3,120

4,377

210
45
1,990
1,430
4,475
675

$154,604

37,558
24,920
98,101
40,865
51,747
34,600

$134,373
$184,257

$ 24,225
$ 39,100

ANNUAL FIRE LOSSES

1961-62

1962-63

Business
Residential
Vehicle
Miscellaneous

TCTALS

$532,237
178,564
42,500
8,833

$762,134

$456,363
203,048
43,410
12,175

$714,996

8,825
13,202

1963-64
$165,989
257,908
29,726
12,978

$466,601

$287,791
$442 395

1964-65

$205,836
184,257
39,100
13,202

$442 395




PER CAPITA COSTS
1964-65

DOLLARS

COST OF
?PERATI?N 6.61 6.82 7.68 9.77
WHITE

FIRE LOSS 2.22 3.37 313 1.94
(BLACK)

UNITED STATES PER CAPITA FIRE LOSS FOR 1964 $714
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OF

FIRES BY THE TIME OF DAY

BUSINESS

RESIDENCE

VEHICLE

OTHER
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TOTALS

3

3

5
11
10
13
15
13
25
19
21
37
27
2o
27
12

19

6

9

13

16

16

20

22

17

26

30

32

22

21

21

17

14

1.7

13

6

7
29
24
36
43
55
71

73

86
63
60
42
39
37
30
15
15
13

8

7

-
978

TOTAL

18
30
55
56
73

81

98
85
71
66
52
39
33
51
25
23

17
1,770




INDIVIDUAL APPARATUS RUNS

COMPANIES 1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64 1964-65

Ladder 1 280 380 409 475 376
Engine 322 421 466 542 484
Engine 267 334 346 429
Engine 363 469 396

Engine 264 220 284

Engine 227 302 321

Engine 148 215 261

Engine 242 270 287

Engine 193 208 280

Ladder 191 277 316

Engine 240 215 281

Engine 214 217 234

Engine 145 188 219

Ladder 108 141 166

Engine s 192 244

Engine -—- -—- -——

Engine 219 246 272

Engine 110 139 145

Engine 167 137 104

Rescue 1 621 720 786

Rescue 2 392 449 477

. - —

TOTALS 4,917 5,914 6,294

*%% Engine 13 deactivated January 29, 1965
*% PEngine 12 activated Fetruary, 1965
* Engine 15 and Engine 22 closed as of May 17, 1963
-11-




FIRE DEPZRTMENT APPARATUS

COMPANY SHOP NO. YEAR MAKE PUMP CEPACITY

El 2557 1962 Crown 1250 GPM
E2 2538 1962 Crown 1250 GPM
E3 2527 1959 Seagrave 1250 GPM
E4 2526 1959 Seagrave 1250 GPM
E4B 2509 1959 Ford 500 GPM

ES 2517 1954 IZmerican La France 1000 GPM
E6 2541 1963 Hahn 1250 GPM
E7 2540 1963 Hahn 1250 GPM
E8 2532 1954 GMC 600 GPM
E9 2502 1947 Seagrave 1000 GPM

E10 2516 1964 Crown 1250 GPM
E11 2513 1953 Bmerican La France 1000 GPM
El.2 2514 1962 Seagrave 750 GPM
E12B 2508 1965 Ford 750 GPM
El4 2503 1947 Seagrave 1000 GPM

L1l 2528 1959 Seagrave 100' Rerial
L2 2529 1959 Seagrave 100" Zerial
L3 2522 1964 Seagrave 85" Zerial

R1 2512 1951 Chevrolet Rescue
R2 2131 1959 Chevrolet Rescue

2118 1954 Ford Pickup dtility
2136 1963 Dodge Pickup Maintenance

Reserve 2140 1948 Ford Canteen Truck
Reserve 2501 1943 Seagrave 500 GPM
Reserve 2504 1940 seagrave 750 GPM
Reserve 2505 1949 Seagrave 1000 GPM
Reserve 2506 1928 Ahrens Fox 750 GPM
Reserve 2507 1959 Ford 500 GPM
Reserve 2523 1959 Ford 500 GPM
Reserve 25131 1950 Seagrave 85! Lerial

2510 1947 Chevrolet Hose Truck
1962-63 TOTAL PUMFING CAPARCITY 19,550
1963-64 TOT2L PUMPING CAPACITY 17,600

1964-65 TOTAL PUMPING CAPACITY 19,350




FIRE EQUIFMENT MAINTENANCE

The preventive maintenance program has teen greatly expanded:

an office and small shop has teen provided kehind Station #3

for the purpose of centralizing maintenance activities; person-
nel has Lteen supplemented Ly one mechanic (on a part-time Ekasis)
from the central city shops, and two Neightorhood Youth Corps
apprentices.

¢

Several pieces of new apparatus have Feen added: a 1250 G.P.M.
pumper, a 750 G.P.M. pumper, and an 85" aerial ladder truck.
another new 750 G.P.M. pumper, with a 1000-gallon water tank
last month replaced the tanker which had teen destroyed in a
traffic accident last Septemker. During the 8-month period

we were fortunate to have a replacement tank truck on loan from
the parks department. One of our reserve engines has Feen modi-
fied to carry 2000 feet of 3-inch hose --- a fulfillment of a
long-standing recommendation &Lty 2.I.A. This hose wagon does
not have an assigned crew tut is availalble for city-wide service.

3ix Scott Air-Pak units, of the latest design, were added to
allow the placement of two on each engine and six on each ladder
truck.

The Pacific Coast thread for 1% inch appliances is teccming
obsolete; it will Lecome a more limiting factor in future Lid
calls recause of a shortage of suppliers and the premium price.
The present cost of changing to National Standard thread is
abtout $800, which, of course, will increase as new appliances
are added.
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FIRST AID END RESCUE

One has only to read a few of the letters expressing gratitude

L4
which we receive to ke atle to appreciate the importance of this

service. The original intent, many years ago, protably was to
rescue trapped firefighters and to resuscitate those overcome Ly
smoke. However, a more widespread need soon Lecame apparent.

Yith a few pieces of donated equipment we were atle to expand

our service; with expanded service we received more donated equip-

ment; this now includes the two panel trucks we now use.

The numter of calls for the rescue truck at central station
approaches twice the number for rescue 2 on the east side of the

city, and the numter for each increases each year (see page 11).

Comtat memkbers at central and station 7 perform this service in
addition to their regular duties on a day-to-day rotational
assignment, two on each rescue unit. This occasionally shortens
the response to fire calls --- a fact which has not keen over-
looked bty the E.I.Z. VUe hope to eventually have an extra allow-
ance of personnel to provide a full-time crew on perhaps an

annual assignment.




TRAINING

The Training division, staffed with a Battalion Chief and one
Captain, has, in addition to maintaining the normal comktat
training teen atle to:

Organize and conduct multi-company drills to promote intra-
company teamwork;

Schedule and supervise advanced first aid training for all mem-
ters of the comktat division; and

Schedule training in fighting fire with foam at D.M.E.F. Base.

F driver testing program was conducted to estaktlish our first
drivers eligiltility list.

Numerous classes have Feen attended Ly our memlbers in various
subjects such as photography, putlic speaking, SCUBA diving, toxi-
cology, municipal supervision, municipal personnel administration,
data processing, immediate care of the sick and injured, instruc-
tors training, heart-lung resuscitation and conversational Spanish.

Zince completion of the first phase of construction of our drill
tower we have Leen alfle to utilize it to a limited extent; this has
improved our level of training in preparing to cope with large
fires, particularly in high rise ftuildings.

Ve are looking forward to the completion of the training facility
to enatle us to fill the gaps in our training program and to more
nearly comply with the recommendation of the “merican Insurance
~ssociation.

Construction has Leen completed on a pump test pit and we are now
making extensive use of this new facility. Pump tests now are con-
ducted under safe, economical, and practical conditions. It also
provides an excellent location for the training and testing of

pump operators.

An officers school, to ke initiated during the next year, will
promote teamwork and standardize operations and procedures.




TRAINING STATISTICS

1960-61 1E Y 1962-63

Class Room Periods

Drill with Equipment

TOTAL

2-1/2" Hose Used in
Drill (ft.)

1-1/2" Hose Used in
Drill (ft.) 478,005

Hydrants Inspected
and Tested 926

ire Prevention
pection 51,240

Home
1S

I

Trained Radiological
Monitoring Personnel

Advanced First Aid Cards

No. Personnel)
First Aid Instructors

Instructor Trainers

Hydrant testing time was changed; hence, reduced numkber reported.




FIRE PREVENTION

Monthly conferences with the County Health Department, the tuilding
inspection, sanitary, and refuse divisions of the City have leen
very Feneficial to the performance of allied activities and to the
resolution of inter-related interests.

Fire inspectors performed a total of 6,048 commercial tuilding in-
spections during the past year; 424 were inspected as required
for license approval.

Taktle top demonstrations of fire hazards, and other fire prevention
speeches have Lecome a popular segment of our public information
policy. Although we could not afford to expand the numter of en-
gagements; 191 unsolicited talks and demonstrations were given to
an audience of 9,275 in civic organizations, city employee groups,
and school children.

The shortage of personnel prevented our taking advantage of many
opportunities pertaining to fire prevention; notakle amcng these

is the conduction of school fire drills, and the reduction of the
time interval tetween commercial tuilding inspections. This should
te alleviated somewhat next year Ly diverting some of the comtat
company home inspection time to commercial tuilding inspections.

To ensure the success of this venture, an inspection manual has
teen prepared; and a new, more attractive and tusiness-like, in-
spection report form will ke processed Ly the fire prevention
Fureau.

Ve are indetted to those who participated in our Christmas tree
burning program: The University, for the use of their auditorium
and film; the public schools, for the use of their grounds; the
Independent Insurance Agents, for their assistance at the turning
sites; Myerson's Vhite House, for supplying prizes; and, of course,
the children, who helped eliminate the hazard of over 39,000 dis-
carded Christmas trecs.




INSPECTIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1964-65

1961-62 1962-63 1963-64  1964-65

Government Buildings 84 28 54 59
Hospitals

Schools

Churches

Amusement Buildings
Hotels

Lodging Houses
Apartments

Dwellings

Stores and Dwellings
Office Buildings
Small Retail Stores

Restaurants

Large Single Occupancies

Multiple Cccupancies 38
V/holesale Houses 22
Storage Warehouse 15
Lumter Yards 74
Railroad Yards v
Bulk 0il Storage S
Public Garages; Service Stations 247
Private Garages 0
Miscellaneous

Sprinklers Tested




INSPECTION RESULTS OBTAINED

1962-63 1963-64 19€64-65

Hazard Reports Written 284 406 409
Rechecks Made 367 1,009 597
Corrections Ottained 195 529 282
Business Licenses I'pproved 365 268 424

CALLS OTHER THAN INSPECTIONS

Complaints Checked 457
Burning Permits Issued 774
Burning Permits Refused 62
School Drills Held 320
Talks and Demonstrations 177
Tank Installations Approved 41
Sprinkler Systems Checked 76

THE MORE FREQUENT CAUSES OF FIRES

Cigaretts and Careless Smoking 183
Children and Matches 185
Electrical Appliances 59
Heating and Cooking Appliances 55
Incendiary Fires 291
Spontaneous Fires 10
Lightning Caused Fires £
Flammaltle Liquids Caused Fires 147
Known tut Unclassified Causes 537




FIRE INVESTIGATION

A total of 464 fires of suspicious origin were investigated; 133

fires were set by juveniles. Forty-one of these children were

.
referred to the Pima County Juvenile Department; the other 92

were counseled Lty either the police or fire department investi-

gators.

Four persons were charged with the crime of arson. Although none
of these were rrought to trial, two were committed to the State

Hospital, and two had protations revoked Lecause of other crimes.

L comparative few of the fires in the downtown area could Le
classed as suspected arson as compared to the number that might

te expected with an increase in numter of stores closing, moving,
or going out of Lusiness. 1In the few which were suspected, suffi-

cient evidence was lacking.

e feel flattered by requests from the Sheriff's office and the
Federal Youth Camp for assistance to investigate fires occurring

within their jurisdictions.




FIRE ENGINEERING

This tureau collects information from fire comktat units, from
other city departments and from the public. The information is
evaluated, consolidated and distrituted to those agencies involved
in fire fighting facilities. Responsilkility for specific tasks
includes: determination of the fire response area for each
company, and the proper response for each location; providing a
current "move-up" plan for companies; formulation of dispatching
procedures to apply to different types of emergencies; furnishing
accurate maps which show all streets, hydrants, target hazards
and locations of non-ambtulatory patients; reviewing proposed
water contracts for fire hydrants, and to make recommendations
for distribtution to afford rest fire protection.

During the past fiscal year we have been utilizing I.B.M. for
recording routine hydrant tests performed bty fire companies;

this has provided an excellent record, greatly reduced the

time for processing and halved the man-hours required Ly us.

An indexed dispatchers manual has teen pulblished which has
standardized procedures and facilitated reference to the wide
range of emergencies with which the dispatcher is concerned.

Fire Response areas were established for the annexed areas and
modified elsewhere due to the closing of Station 13 and relocation
of Station 10.

Plans for the next year include: improvement of response areas
as soon as the 22nd Street overpass is completed; reducing the
size of the reference map took, which is used enroute to the
fire; expansion of use of I.B.M. for hydrant test records.




Greater Tucson Fire Foundation

Thanks you for taking an interest in
Tucson Fire Department history —

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles,
pictures, etc. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order or by a subject.
These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Dave Rid-
ings Assistant Chief Tucson Fire Department, Al Ring friend of the department, Greater Tuc-
son Fire Foundation and with the help of many friends and fellow firefighters.

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader
should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to
other items such as documents, letters, etc.

Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this infor-
mation. As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be
from one of three possible sources. The Arizona Daily Star, The Tucson Citizen and the Tuc-
son Daily Citizen, for which we want to give a special thanks.

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information
for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.

Should the reader have additional information on the above subject we would appreciate you
sharing it with us. Please see the names and contact information on the 1st. TFD Archives page
right below this paragraph.

“
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