Tucson Fire Department
Annual Report 1960—1961




fire department annual report

July 1960
thru June 1961




3 36363 H

R S LR R T T A R R T

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

ON FIRE DEPARTMENT

for the

L. YEAR

1960 ~ 1961

A I 3636 I I I 30 30 33 I 390 3 e300 3

FE36 36 30 30 30 3036 3 36 36 3¢ 3646 636 3¢

B33 3030 30 I e A

LR tE S R H R R T T

TR PR KN e

EE I RE RE R AT I

E R SR SR i T

e




OFFICIALS OF THE CITY OF TUCSON

MAYOR

HONORABLE DON HUMMEL

F. T. GIBBINGS WILLIAM WISDOM

WARREN WALKER JAMES L. KIRK

C. E. BRANIN RAY WEAVER

CITY MANAGER

PORTER W. HOMER




July, 1961

Mr. P. W. Homer, City Manager
City of Tucson
Tucson, Arizona

Dear Sir:

The fiscal year 1960-61 was one of continued activity for the Tucson
Fire Department. 1In almost every category there will be noted an increase
over 1959-1960, including fire losses. But these losses, even though they
were greater than last year, are only approximately 50% of the national
per capita average.

The training program is progressing, while fire inspections, especially
home inspections, have improved greatly. This, we believe, is the most
important reason that our losses are nominal.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Mayor, the City
Council, the City Manager and the other departments of the city for their
most generous cooperation. This has been of great assistance to us in our
attempt to maintain an effective fire fighting and prevention program.

Respectfully submitted,

J. H. Freeman
Fire Chief
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ATTENDANCE AND CHANGE IN PERSONNEL

Averege daily personnel attendance during each year is comprised of the
following:

AVG. DAILY
FISCAL YEAR ATTENDANCE

1955-56 81
1956~5T7 88
1957-58 88
1958-59 o1
1959-60 142.5
1960-61 166.36

The following indicates the changes in personnel during each year:

1955-56  1956-57  1957-58  1958-59  1959-60  1960-61
Appointments 27 20

2k 121 12

Resignations 9

7 6
Retirements 0 : §
Dismissals 0 0

3 7

9
2
)
0
1l

i 12
0 o} 0
(¢} 2 0
Promotions 7 16 0




1960 - 1961

MONTH BOX TELEPHONE AUXILIARY* TOTAL

July 9 2ko T7 306
August 2 208 64 272
September 10 ST 229
October 22 16k i 230
November 12 180 52 oLl
December 13 2hg 52
January 20k 51
February 223 58
March 2h6 61
April 257
May 282

2hg

*Police intercom. and reported in person or other,

TOTAL OF ALL ALARMS RECEIVED

1957-58




FIRES IN ALL BUILDINGS

NUMBER OF FIRES 1956~ 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60

Business 67 62 (o 80
Residence 139 101 180 258

Home Inspections 23,649 25,446

ESTIMATED VALUES INVOLVED

Business 5,056,114 7,183,350 7,189,718 9,195,574
Residence 922,280 889,280 1,823,836 2,539,310

11,160,870
2,798,850

Sub-totals 5,978,394 8,072,630 9,013,554 11,734,884
Vehicles * * * 155,422

Miscellaneous * * * 50,955

13,959,720
263,840
349,760

TOTAL 5,978,394 8!072§63o 9§013!55h 11!221!261

*¥Figures are available but not tabulated for these years.

ESTABLISHED LOSSES
Business 279,239 192,230 128,150 297,812

Residence 70,304 31,410 84,823 105,155
Vehicles * * * 15,222

Miscellaneous * * * 5,560

lhi 513,320

TOTAL 349,543 223,640 212,973 423,749

*Figures are available but not tabulated for these years.




CLASSIFICATION OF ALARMS

FIRES 1956-57  1957-58  1958-59

In Buildings 139 101 180
6T* 62% Th*

.iscellaneous Fires 335 361 462

Vehicles 119 103 143

TOTAL FIRES 660 627 859

CALL OTHER THAN FIRES

First Aid
Gasoline leaks
Miscellaneous

Needless

FAISE:
Box 66
Telephone 33
TOTAL CALLS OTHER THAN FIRE _ 732

TOTAL OF ALL CALLS 1,39

Figure for residences.

*Figure for buildings other than residences.

Area (Sq. Mile) 23.82 2h.53

Population 103,000 110,000
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COMPARATIVE FIREF LOSS BY YEAR

1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60

TOTALS $355,722  $231,760  $225,537  $423,Tu49

Average yearly fire loss is $345,236.

FIRE LOSS PER CAPITA

BUILDING FIRES PER 1000 POPULATION

2.0k

COST OF OPERATION - PER CAPITA

6.02 6.58 4,31 5.35

Fire loss figures may vary from other reports due to revisions from the

Fire Adjuster's reports.




TRAINING STATISTICS

1958-59 1959-60 1960-61
Classroom periods 985 1,465 2,469

Drills with equipment 1,241 1,917 2,814

TOTAL 2,226 3,382 5,283
Company hours consumed 3,514 4,893 3,269.10

24" hose used in drills (ft.) 531,850 844,620 1,163,287

13" hose used in drills (ft.) 215,900 322,750 478,005

Hydrants tested and inspected Ls7 20% 926

"Home Fire Prevention Inspections" 25,224 27,359 51,240

*jater Dept. tested hydrants this fiscal year.




The fire loss per capita of the nation for 1960 as reported by the
National Fire Protection Association was four dollars and thirteen cents,
($4.13). The year 1959's per capita loss was three dollars and ninety-
four cents, ($3.94).

In Tucson, the per capita loss for the fiscal year 1960-61 was two
dollars and twenty-two cents, ($2.22). For the fiscal year 1959-60, Tucson's
per capita loss was two dollars and tkree ceais, ($2.03).

Very few cities can boast of such a low fire loss record.

In spite of the rapid growth of the city, our fire losses were still
kept at a minimum. This record can be attrihuted to an intensive Fire Pre-
vention Program conducted by all divisions c¢f the Fire Department.

A total of four hundre@ fourteen (41l4) fires were investigated. Of
these, eighty-seven ;£7) were determined to be incendiary. One bundred two
(102) were set by juveniles.

Many table-top demonstrations were given throughout the year, as well
as numerous talks to schoois, P. T. A.'s, civic clubs, etc.

Checking plans with the Building Inspection Department, has resulted
in incorporating basic fire prevention measures in new buildings and addi-
tions and alterations in older onmes.

Conducting Fire Prevention Inspections one night each week, tend to
keep the owners or managers of theaters, night clubs, hotels, etc. alert
to fire danger.

Our Public Relations work through personal contact has done a great
deal to spread information on fire prevention. A great deal of Public Re-
lations information could be better broadcast through a stepped-up campaign
by newspapers, radio, and television stations, and an increased program of
talks to more civic clubs, P. T. A.'s, churches, schools, etc.




INSPECTIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1960-61

GOVERNm Bt’ILDm S0P RIS RIBPLRNTARNONNYS

H%PI&MS"'...‘...."'........'.'...

SCHOOLS ¢esecsccsccesscnssscsssscscnnesns
AMUSEMENT BUILDINGS sseesseeccoscscces
HOTELSesseessesscscsssvscscnscscncssnnse
LODGING HOUSESeeeeeeessscccssccsscnes
APARTMENTS eecoeesescavecssccssceccnns
DWELLINGSeeceeseccccencccsccsccssosee
STORES & DWELLINGSeeceesccsccncccvces
OFFICE BUILDINGSesscscccocesscacsenss
SMALL RETAIL STORESesssesesscsccssses
RESTAURANTS eeevccccccscccsnssosensone
IARGE SINGLE OCCUPANCIES+eesecascccss
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCIES+eeceocecscsccccccs
WHOLESALE HOUSESeseecesesssecesccasns
STORAGE WAREHOUSESeeseeccessaaccscens
LUMBER YARDSecesocesvcccaccacsscscnes
RATILROAD YARDSeessceccccscccsscncccns
BUILK OIL STORAGEe«ccecssssecscssccccccns
PUBLIC GARAGES & SERVICE STATIONSeeee
PRIVATE GARAGESe+eccecsssscecscsssssne
MISCELIANEQUS*ssceccsccescsccsscsscennse

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS TESTEDessscssscesces




INSPECTLON KESULTS OBTAINED

HAZARD REPORTS WRITI'EN.o-ooooonoooooo
RECHEQ(S MADEeveececosesncasscaccccnns
CORRE@IONS OBTMNED..Q..I...........

BUSINESS LICENSES OK'Descsssoonvscecs

1958-59

1959-60

127
1,033
621
307

CALLS OTHER THAN INSPECTIONS

COMPLAINTS CHECKEDssssocossccocevcnas
BURNING PERMITS ISSUEDe¢scsscesscecces
BURNING PERMITS REFUSEDesssccesansnses
SCHOOL FIRE DRILISescecccsceccsccscses
TAIKS AND TABLE TOP DEMONSTRATIONS...
TANK INSTALLATIONS APPROVEDssscescsss
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS CHECKEDeescoseccces

THE MORE FREQUENT

1958-59

276
418
291
357

1959-60

456
358

121
30
Lo

CAUSES OF FIRES

CIGARETTES AND CARELESS SMOKINGeeesse
CHILDREN AND MATCHESsessavsccccsccnse
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCEScscossscccscssss
HEATING AND COOKING APPLIANCESesscece
INCENDIARY FIRESeecvocvcscscscssccans
SPONTANEOUS FIRESeecessvescssccsscnes
IIGHTNINGsoeesvececcoscscescssacsvons
FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS«ssvses

KNOWN, BUT UNCLASSIFIED CAUSES:csesss

1958-59

378
540
91

64
36
75

1959-60

5

62
36
27
81
15
12

3
13
89




CHRISTMAS TREE PROGRAM

Our Christmas Tree Burning Program was a huge success. We burned
more trees than ever, 40,425 trees by estimate. There were 14,700
tickets given to boys and girls, which admitted them to a free show at
the University of Arizone auditorium. Approximately 4,500 of these
boys and girls attended the show, which was given three times in order
to accommodate the large groups.

Again, we had the co-operation of the city and parochial schools,
the University of Arizona, the Chamber of Commerce Fire Prevention
Committee, the Tucson Association of Independent Insurance Agents, the

City of Tucson merchants and individuals.

0ld, dry Christmas trees were burned by the Fire Department at 26

locations. Local newspapers, television stations, and radio stations
gave us very good publicity before, and during, the Christmas Tree Burn-
ing Program.

Through this program, many potential dangerous fires in homes are

prevented.




TABLE TOP DEMONSTRATION

Our Educational Program has been most effectively advanced through

the Table Top Demonstrations. This display and talk has been most force-

ful in showing people how fires start and how to prevent and extinguish
fires. We have averaged two such demonstrations per month during the
past year. We have been privileged to show this demonstration to schools,
churches, civic clubs, P. T. A.'s, oil company employees and many others.
Everyone should have an opportunity to see this Table Top Demonstra-

tion.




FIRE ENGINE STATUS

ACTIVE SERVICE: Shop No. Station No. of Years

2526
2527
2528
2517
2509
2505
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2504
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2519
2532

2534
2503

2530
2533
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EE

IN RESERVE
Engine 2510 1 2
Engine 2501 3 21 .
Engine 2522 3 (Quad) 33
Engine 2506 5 31

(Fifteen years service is the desired retirement age
of Fire Department vehicles).




INDIVIDUAL APPARATUS RUNS

ENGINES & TRUCKS: 1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60 1960-61
Truck 1-1 301 304 319 261 280

Engine 1. 340 277 387 311 322
Engine 2. 192 206 239 223

Engine 22. 23k 363
Engine 3. 250 26k 26k
Engine k4. 197 178 233

Engine 5. 111 117 150

Engine 6. 184 228 2kl

Engine T.(New Engine Co. es of October, 1959)

Engine 8.(New Engine Co. &s of March, 1959) 56

Engine 9.(New Engine Co. as of March, 1959) 49

Engine 10. 5 Th 158

Engine 12.(New Engine Co. as of October, 1959)

Engine 13.(New Engine Co. as of March, 1960)

Engine 14.(New Engine Co. as of March, 1960)

Engine 15.(New Engine Co. as of March, 1960)

Truck 2. (New Truck Co. as of October, 1959)

Truck 3. (New Truck Co. as of October, 1959)

Rescue 1. 156 339 455

Rescue 2. (New Rescue Co. as of Noveuber, 1959)

Truck 618 PU. 228 200 185

TOTAL 2,235 2,348 2,973




EQUIP, NO.

TUCSOY #TRE Do 5'viaNT APPARATUS

MAKE

CAPACITY

YEAR

STATION

2526 Engine 1.
2527 Engine 2.
2528 Truck 1-1.
2512 Rescue 1.
2510 Engine (Res)
2517 Engine 22.
2509 Engine
2501 Engine
2522 Engine

2505 Engine k4.
2530 Tanker 15.
2533 Engine 15.

2506 Engine (Res)
2523 Engine 5.

2504 Engine 6.

3.
(Res)
(Res)

2513 Engine T.
2529 Truck 2.

2131 Rescue 2.
2507 Engine 8.
2502 Engine 9.

2511 Truck 3.
2508 Engine 10.

2519 Engine 12.
2532 Engine 13.

2503 Engine 1k,
2534 Engine (Res)

2018 Truck PU.

Seagrave
Seagrave
Seagrave (100' aerial ladder)
Chevrolet
Chevrolet

American ILaFrance

Ford

Seagrave

American LaFrence (Quad)
Seagrave

Chevrolet

Chevrolet

Ahrens-Fox
Ford

Seagrave

American LaFrance

Seagrave (100' aerial ladder)
Chevrolet

Ford

Seagrave

Seagrave (85' aerial ladder)
Ford

Chevrolet
G.MOC.

Seagrave
Ford

Ford (Pick up w/pump tank
for gas)

1250 G.P.M.
1250 G.P.M.
200 G.P.M.
1000 G.P.M.
500 G.P.M.
500 G.P.M.
7% GO PaMc
1000 G.P.M.
1000 gals.
500 G.P.M.

750 G.P.M,
500 G.P.M.

750 G.P.M.

1000 G.P.M.

500 G.P.M.

1000 G.P.M.

500 G.P.M.
500 G.P.Mo
600 G.PoMo

1000 G.P.M.
500 G.P.M.

80 gal.wat.
135 Gal.Gas

1959 Sta.No.
1959 Sta.No.
1959 Sta.No.
1951 Sta.No.
1947 Sta.No.
1954 Sta.No.
1959 Sta.No.
1940 Sta.No.
1930 Sta.No.
1949 Sta.No.
1950 Sta.No.
1947 Sta.No.

1928 sta.No.
1956 Sta.No.

1940 Sta.No.
1953 Sta.No.
1959 Sta.No.
1959 Sta.No.
1959 Sta.No.
1947 sSta.No.

1950 ste.No.
1959 Sta.No.

1952 Sta.No.
1954 Sta.No.

1947 Sta.No.
1941 Sta.No.

1951 Sta.No.
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Greater Tucson Fire Foundation

Thanks you for taking an interest in
Tucson Fire Department history —

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles,
pictures, etc. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order or by a subject.
These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Dave Rid-
ings Assistant Chief Tucson Fire Department, Al Ring friend of the department, Greater Tuc-
son Fire Foundation and with the help of many friends and fellow firefighters.

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader
should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to
other items such as documents, letters, etc.

Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this infor-
mation. As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be
from one of three possible sources. The Arizona Daily Star, The Tucson Citizen and the Tuc-
son Daily Citizen, for which we want to give a special thanks.

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information
for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.

Should the reader have additional information on the above subject we would appreciate you
sharing it with us. Please see the names and contact information on the 1st. TFD Archives page
right below this paragraph.
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