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July, 1960

To the Honorable Mayor,
City Council WMembers,
City Manager, of the
City of Tucson.

Gentlemen:

The fiscal year 1959-60 was one of great activity for the Fire Department
with a tremendous expansion of area and population; this was expected. Our
own great increase in personnel put a strain on recruiting, training and actual
firefighting; because of such a large number of new men.

However, this report will show that we were able to cope with the situa-
tion. Our number of fires per 1,000 population, per capite loss and per cepita
costs were only about one half the national average. But for one fire in June
of 1960 our per capita loss figure would have been 35% less.

These things we were able to do because of the wonderful ceooperation we
received from the Mayor and the Council, the City Manager and the other City
Cepartments. We are most thankful for this support.

Among the plain figures, presented herewith, representing success in the
various phases of fire department operation, I would like to intersperse some
of the pride of accomplishment of each member of this department, an important
factor and characteristic for which I am very grateful. Figures alone cannot
fully represent the services rendered which have brought the many kind remarks
from grateful citizens to reflect credit to this department and the administra-
tion.

Respectfully submitted,

7 N\
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J4 #. Freeman

Wire Chief




PERSONNEL *
ORGANIZATION CHART
TUCSON FIRE DEPARTMENT
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Descriptive titles below the rank of Fire Ceptain
are combined into a single classification, "Fire-
fighter", as that is the basic qualification.
Assignment to each classification 18 made from the
eligible 1ist established by the Civil Service's
oompetitive examination,




ATTENDANCE & CHANGE IN PERSONNEL

Average daily personnel attendance during each year is comprised of the
following:

AVG. DAILY
FISCAL YEAR ATTENDANCE

1954-55 70
1955-56 81
1956-57 88
1957-58 88
1958-59 91
1959-60 142.5

The following indicates the changes in personnel during each year:

1954-55  1955-56 1956-57 1957-58 1958-59

Appointments 27 20 2L

Resignations 7 6 L
Retirements.
Dismissals

Promotions




TRAINING STATISTICS

1958-59  1959-60

Classroom periods 985 1,465

Drills with equipment 1,241 1,917

2,226 3,382

Company hours consumed 3,514 4,893

24" hose used in drills (£t.) 531,850  8L4k4,620

4" hose used in drills (ft.) 215,900 322,750
Hydrants tested and inspected 457 20%
"Home Fire Prevention Inspections" 25,224 27,359

*Water Dept. tested hydrants this fiscal year.
TRAINING

In this last year the Fire Department has put 121 new men to work; each
has had 100 hours of basic fire training. These men came on in different size
groupz; starting in September, October, December and April of the fiscel year
1959-60.

BUILDING INSPECTION

All fire companies make fire prevention, pre-fire fighting inspections of
major buildings and hazards in their respective, "First in" areas. Total of
565 business buildings were inspected by the fire companies during the 1959-60
fiscal year.




FIRE PREVENTION

Although there has been & large increase in population and area in the
city, Tucson still enjoys an enviable record of losses. Our fire loss per

éapita this year will be slightly more than half of the National average of
$3.94,

As the city increases in size, we cen expect more and larger fires., In
order to keep our fire loss figure low, the number and frequency of fire pre-
vention inspections will have to be increased, This cannot be accomplished with

the present staff of the Fire Prevention Bureau.

Director of Public Works, Joseph R. Sestric of St. Louis states that "Fire

Prevention offers us the greatest hope of reduciﬁg, our fire fighting costs."

Over 311 fires were investigated to determine causes or to point out
methods of preventing recurrences. Table top demonstrations were given on the

average of twice a month. Numercus talks were also given during the year.

Qur continuing program of checking plens with the Building Inspection De=

partment has resulted in providing built-in fire protection in all large

commercial and public assembly buildings.

Along with the city, the school growth has increased and our inspections of

these buildings require more time.

The number of fire drills in schools have increased with annexation and the

bullding of new schools.

Contacts made by the Fire Prevention Inspectors with businessmen, schools,
hospitels, civic clubs and many other organizations as well as individuals, have
helped to instill a pleasant attitude in the minds of the public toward the

Fire Department.
T,




FIRE PREVENTION

A great deal of our time is taken up with trash complaints, trash Fires,

and issuing burning permits, etc.

Smog in the not too distant future, will be a big problem for the city.
Even now it is under study. We feel this situation could be alleviated if an
Ordinance were passed which would prohibit any open fires of trash, papers,
brush, weeds, etc. This was done by Los Angeles with an appreciable decrease

in the smog created.

SPARKY

Sparky, our animated talking dog, was again the star attraction at the
annual Easter party given to the children at Comstock Hospital. He was used
by Davis Monthan Air Force Base Fire Department during their annual Armed
Services Day. As usual, Sparky talked to many groups of children who visited

Central Fire Station.

Sparky is a very effective method for putting across the story of Fire

Prevention to the younger citizens of Tucson.




TABLE TOP DENONSTRATION

The Table Top Pemonstration was presented on an average of twice a
month over this past year. This is a very effective way to tell people
how to prevent fires and also how to put them out when they start. Our
audiences have been varied. We have shown this demonstration to schools,
churches, hospitals, Davis Monthan, Naval Reserve, Air National Guard, to
our own department, and to many others. Everyone who has seen this display has
been very complimentary regarding the presentation, and comment on its effec-
tiveness in preventing fires through its educational ability. This Table

Top Pemonstration is one of our outstanding Public Relations activities.

CHRISTMAS TREE BURNING

Through the cooperation of the Chamber of Commerce Fire Prevention
Committee, the Tucson Association of Insurance Agents, and all other local
fire departments, plus the public and parochical schools, the University
of Arizona, local merchants and individuals, the department conducted a
very successful program. A total of 35,000 dry Christmas trees were safely

burned. There were 12,000 tickets given to children for the free movie at

the University of Arizona auditorium. Trees were burned at 24 different

locations. Again, we had a Christmas season without a Christmas tree fire.




INSPECTIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1959-60

1957-58 1958-59 1959-60
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INSPECTION RESULTS OBTAINED

1957-58 1958-59 1959-60

HAZARD REPORTS WRITTEN T40 727 276
RECHECKS MADE * 1,192 1,033 418

CORRECTIONS OBTAINED 733 621 297

BUSINESS LICENSES OK'D 808 307 357

CALLS OTHER THAN INSPECTIONS

1957-58 1958-59 1959-60

COMPLAINTS CHECKED 154 456 378
BURNING PERMITS ISSUED 355 358 540
BURNING PERMITS REFUSED 131 130 91
SCHOOL FIRE DRILIS 254 251 236
TALKS AND TABLE TOP DEMONSTRATIONS 139 121 6k
TANK INSTALIATIONS APPROVED 24 30 36

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS CHECKED . 61 L0 75

THE MORE FREQUENT CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES

CIGARETTES AND CARELESS SMOKING 52
CHILDREN AND MATCHES 25
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 18
HEATING AND COOKING APPLTIANCES 22
INCENDIARY FIRES 1k
SPONTANEOUS FIRES

LIGHTNING

FIAMMABLE LIQUIDS

KNOWN, BUT UNCILASSIFIED CAUSES




FIRES IN ALL BUILDINGS

NUMBER OF FIRES 1955-56 1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60

Business 153 67 62 Th 80
Residence ' 10k 139 101 180 258

Home Inspections 16,483 23,6L49 25,446 25,22 27,359

ESTIMATED VALUES INVOLVED

Business $3:333;033 5)056:lll+ 7;183)350 7,189;718 9:195)57)4‘
Residence $1,031,475 922,280 889,280 1,823,836 2,539,310

Sub-totals $l, 364,508 5,978,394 8,072,630 9,013,554 11,734,884
Vehicles * * * * 155,422

Miscellaneous * * * * 50,955

TOTAL ‘ $l, 364,475 5,978,394 8,072,630 9,013,554 11,941,261

*Figures are available but not tabulated for these years.

ESTABLISHED LOSSES

Business $ 76,544 279,239 192,230 128,150 297,812
Residence $ 32,154 70, 304 31,410 84,823 105,155
Vehicles * * * * 15,222

Miscellaneous * * * * 5,560

TOTAL $ 108,698 349,543 223,640 212,973 423,749

*Figures are available but not tabulated for these years.




FIRE LOSSES
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COMPARATIVE FIRE LOSS BY YEAR

1955-56  1956-57  1957-58  1958-59  1959-60
TOTALS $ 83,271 $355,722  $231,760 $225,537  $423,749

Average yearly fire loss is $264,007.

FIRE LOSS PER CAPITA

87

BUILDING FIRES PER 1000 POPULATION

1.61

COST OF OPERATION - PER CAPITA

5.66

Fire loss figures may vary from other reports due to revisions from the Fire

Adjuster's reports.




1959 - 1960

NONTH BOX  TELEPHONE  AUXILIARY* TOTAL

July 177 5k 232
August 103 28 139
September ( 118 45 172
October 150 53 215
November ' 130 37 173
December 154 50 210
January 123 ' 37 171
February 158 39 204
Merch 178 L7 23k
April 215 Th 300
May 256 | 55 326

June _6_2 298

TOTALS 1,990 22& 2,67k

*Police inter com., and reported in person or other.

TOTAL OF ALL ALARMS RECEIVED

1955-56  _1956-57  1957-58  1958-59  1959-60
1,213 1,392 1,575 1,994 2,67k




CLASSIFICATION OF ALARMS

FIRES 1955-56 1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60

In buildings LG 139-- 101+ 1804 258+
104 ' 6% 6o* Th* 80%

Miscenaneoué Fires 313 325 361 L62 575
Vehicles 97 119 103 143 207

TOTAL FIRES 563 660 627 859 1,120

CALL OTHER THAN FIRES

First Aid
Gasoline Leaks
Miscellaneous
Needless

Accidental

FALSE:
Box 54
Telephone 23

TOTAL CALIS OTHER THAN FIRE 650

TOTAL OF ALL CALIS 1,213

[ —

+Figure for residences.

¥Figure for buildings other than residences.,

23.53 24.53 B g
Area (Sq. Mile) ‘.%3,%2 23.83 23+07 Tg—ee

Population

855600~ 955060 1607600 1
g sD0  [43 000 /76 ¢eo  J§R, be0
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Outline Map Showing location of
Fire Stations Within the City

Central Fire Station
Station No. 2
Station No. 3
Station
Station
Station
Station
Station
Station
Station
Station
Station
Station

hg.

ll+2 Se 6th Ave.

1030 N. 4th Ave.

23 S. Norris Ave.

94,0 W, Alameda St.

1510 Grant Rd.

1202 Venice Ava.

3210 1lst St.

3325 Stone Ave.

5941 22nd St.

1500 36th St. ( Downtown airport )
2965 Country Club Rd.
3L1 W, Ago Viay

5832 Se. 6th Ave.

940 W. Alameda St.




EQUIP. NO.

TUCSON FIRE DEPARTMENT APPARATUS

MAKE

CAPACITY

YEAR STATION

2526 Engine 1.
2527 Engine 2.

2528 Truck 1-1.

2512 Rescue 1.

2510 Engine (Res.)

2517 Engine 22.

2509 Engine ‘3.

2501 Engine (Res.)
2522 Engine (Res.)

2505 Engine k.

2530 Tanker 15.
2533 Engine 15.

2506 Engine (Res.)

2523 Engine 5.
2504 Engine 6.
2513 Engine 7.
2529 Truck 2.

2131 Rescue 2.
2507 Engine 8.
2502 Engine 9.

2511 Truck 3.

2508 Engine 10.
2519 Engine 12.

532 Engine 13.

0
=

[
J
-
7

2016 Truck PU,

3 Engine 14.
4 Engine (Res.)

Seagrave
Seagrave
Seagrave (100' aerial ladder)
Chevrolet
Chevrolet

American LaFrance

Ford

Seagrave a
American LaFrance (Guad)
Seagrave

Chevrolet

Chevrolet

Ahrens-Fox
Ford

Seagrave

American LaFrance

Seagrave (100' aerial ladder)
Chevrolet

Ford

Seagrave

Seagrave (85' aerial ladder)
Ford

Chevrolet
Ge M. Co

Seagrave
Ford

Ford (Pick up with pump tank for gas)

1250 G.P.M,
1250 G.P.M.
200 G.P.M,
1000 G.P.M.
500 G.P.M.
500 G.P.M.
750 G.P.M.
1000 G.P.M.
1000 gallons
500 G.P.M.

750 G.P.M.
500 G.P.M.

750 G.P.M.

1000 G.P.M,

500 G.P.M.

1000 G.P.M.

500 G.P.M.
500 G.P.M.
600 G.P.M.

1000 G.P.M.
500 G.P.M.

80 gal. Wat.
135 Gal. Gas

1959/Sta.lio.1l
1959| Sta.No.1
1959 ‘Sta.No.1
1951 Sta.No.l
l9h7 Sta.No.1l
1954 Sta.lo.2
1959 Sta.No.3
1940 Sta.No.3
1930 Sta.No.3
1949 Sta.No.k
1950 Sta.No.kt
1947 sta.No.k

1928 Sta.lNo.5
1956 Sta.No.5

1940 Sta.No.b
1953 Sta.No.T
1959 Sta.Nc.T
1959 Sta.No.T
1959 Sta.lo.8
1947 sta.No.9

1950 Sta.No.10
1959 Sta.No,1l0

1952 Stea.No.12
1954 Sta.No.13

1947 Sta.No.1k4
1941 Sta.No.1l4

1951 Sta.No.l




INDIVIDUAL APPARATUS RUNS

ENGINES & TRUCKS: 1955-56 1956=57 1957-58 1958=59 1959-60

Truck 1-1 2oL 301 304 319 261
Engine 1. 316 3k0 77 387 311
Engine 2, 177 192 206 239 223
Engine 181 161 187 234 263
Engine 212 250 238 264 234
Engine 140 197 178 233 207

102 111 117 150

75 184 228 24k

(New Engine Co. as of October, 1959)

Engine (New Engine Co. as of March, 1959) 56

Engine (New Engine Co. as of March, 1959) 49
Engine 10. 6 95 Th 158
Engine 12, (l'ew Engine Co. as of Octobef, 1959)
Engine 13. (New Engine Co. as of March, 1960)
Engine 1k4.’ (New Engine Co. as of March, 1960)
Engine 15. (New Engine Co. as of March, 1960)
Truck 2. ' (Wew Truck Co. as of October, 1959)
Truck 3. (New Truck Co. as of October, 1959)
Rescue 1. 139 156 339 455
Rescue 2. (ew Rescue Co. as of November, 1959)

Truck 618 PU. 222 228 200 185

E—————

TOTAL 1,79k 2,235 2,348 2,973




FIRE ENGINE STATUS

ACTIVE SERVICE: Engine Shop No. No. of Years

Engine 2526
Engine 2527
lLadder 2528

o

Engine 2517
2509
2505
2523

Engine

= w
F W

Engine
Engine
Engine 2504

Engine
Ladder

2513
2529

2507
2502

Engine

Engine

(@]

2508
2511

Engine
Iadder
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2519
2532

2534
2503

2530
2533

Engine

=
w

Engine

=
w

=
=
|
e

Engine
Engine

[
&=
}_l
=

}—l
W
=

Engine
Engine

l__l
Ul
=

IN RESERVE

Engine 2510 1
Engine 2501 3
Engine 2522 3 (Quad) 32
Engine 2506 5 30

(Fifteen years service is the desired retirement age
of Fire Department vehicles).

19.




RESCUE & RIZST AID

Trained hands and oxygen were rushed to __740_ calle during

1959-60 fiscal yeer, Of the total number of these rescue re-
sponses thirty lives were saved,

From April 18,1951, date of the first run, to 8une 30, 1960,

A total of_2,285 runs have been ma&e, of which a total of
_200_1lives have been saved and many more ailded,

A1l members of the Tucson Fire Department have, active American

Bed Cross Advanced Firsp Aid CArds,
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Greater Tucson Fire Foundation

Thanks you for taking an interest in
Tucson Fire Department history —

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles,
pictures, etc. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order or by a subject.
These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Dave Rid-
ings Assistant Chief Tucson Fire Department, Al Ring friend of the department, Greater Tuc-
son Fire Foundation and with the help of many friends and fellow firefighters.

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader
should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to
other items such as documents, letters, etc.

Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this infor-
mation. As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be
from one of three possible sources. The Arizona Daily Star, The Tucson Citizen and the Tuc-
son Daily Citizen, for which we want to give a special thanks.

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information
for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.

Should the reader have additional information on the above subject we would appreciate you
sharing it with us. Please see the names and contact information on the 1st. TFD Archives page
right below this paragraph.

“
rrriarealce
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