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This calendar/annual report only begins to display the professionalism and
dedication that you provide to the citizens of Tucson every day. Each one of
you- from those fighting fire on the front lines, to those working behind the scenes in
administrative offices-plays an important role within the organization and the community at large.

Tucson firefighters protect our city in untold ways, whether it involves rescui\ng and treating

victims of illness and injury, supervising entire battalions, supporting and raising funds for

worthy charities, inspecting buildings for safety, or training newly minted recruits at the Public Safety

Academy.You provide care and show compassion for people from all walks of life, risking your lives to > g
protect the lives of others as well as the property of residents throughout the City. In treating all - Fire Chief
Tucsonans with kindness and compassion, you provide hope to those who may have lost their Patrick T. Kelly
faith in these trying times.

We exist to serve this community, making it a healthier, happier, and safer place to live.
| am proud to serve with you and consider it a privilege and an honor to work

along side Tucson’s most dedicated and courageous men and women.

Thank you!

Sincerely,
Battalion1 43,451

: \) M l \6,\ Battalion2 34,517
% Battalion 3 32,068 Battalion 3 B Battalion 2

2 Battalion 4 25,929 24% ' 25%
Patrick T.Kelly Total for Battalions- 135,965




—_ Tucson Fire Department History

1881: Concerned residents form their own fire department, initially
called the Tucson Hook and Ladder Company. A new fire station is
built on Church Street.

1883: Tucson officially creates a fire department and establishes fire
regulations.

1899: Tucson gets its first salaried firefighter. He is paid about $10 a
month.

1900: The city purchases four horses, heralding the era of horse-drawn
fire equipment.

1909: The city builds a new brick “Central Fire Station” on South Sixth
Avenue.

Circa 1915: The department purchases two motor trucks, ending the
need for horses. It becomes a fully paid, city operation, and the
volunteer association disbands.

1957: First rescue unit. All firefighters are qualified as first-aid
personnel.The department employs nearly 75 people.

1970: Twenty-eight people die in the downtown arson fire at the
Pioneer International Hotel.

This is the worst one-day loss of life in the city’s history. About 35
firefighters were injured

fighting the blaze.

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/fire/

Land Area
Pima County: 9,187 sq. miles
Tucson: 227 sq. miles

Population Fire Stations: 21
Pima County: 1,003,235 Engine Companies: 22
Tucson: 541,132 Ladder Companies: 10

Paramedic Units: 18
Hazardous Materials: 2
Technical Rescue Team: 1
Alpha Trucks: 2

Personnel
Commissioned: 672
Non-Commissioned: 67
Total: 739

1974: First paramedics put into service.

1984: The department hires its first female firefighter.

1997: The $14.3 million Regional Public Safety Academy opens on Wilmot
Road.

A cutting-edge training facility shared by police and fire.
2002: Disaster Preparedness Section was created.

2004: Celebrated 30 years of Paramedic service to the citizens
of Tucson.

2005: Opened two new fire houses - Station 20 & Station 21.
2006: Rapid Response

Team begins opera-

tion.

2007: Station 22 opens

and the Alpha Truck

Program is in full

swing.

2008: Patrick Kelly

takes over as chief

of the Tucson Fire

Department.
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