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Tucson Fire Hosts State-Wide
Muster Competition

contributed by

Mike McKendrick, Engineer, Muster Coordinator

The record temperatures
of early September coin-
cided with a State record
time for the Tucson Fire B-1
muster team. The record
was set in the ‘make &
break’ muster competition
on Sunday, September 9.
The ‘make & break* com-
petition was one of four
muster events held at the
Ried Park Hi-Corbett field
on September 8 and 9.

Although spectator activ-
ity was quite sparse, the
muster itself was an im-
mense success. Competi-
tors from around the State
participated on both swel-
tering days. Teams fraveled
from as far away as the
Springerville Fire Depart-
ment and the City of Yuma
Fire Department.

The Tucson Fire B-1 teamis
the cument State muster
championandiswellonits
way to repeating as cham-
pions. The State champli-
onships willbe determined
in Glendale on October 6.
The Tucson Fire B-1team or
BlackKnights, asthey were
coined for their jet black
and neon uniforms, is in
the lead for the State
championship. One of the
top contenders is an all-
female team from the
Phoenix Fire Department.
The competition between
the Tucson men and the
Phoenix women was high-

lighted by three local news
stations.

The first day of competi-
tion found the Phoenix
women ahead in the
competition. In the hose
cart competition, the Phoe-
nix men's A team finished
first with the Phoenix women
second. The secondevent
held on Saturday, was the
bucket brigade. The results
of the buckets were the
Phoenix men first, the
women second and
Tucson Fire B-1 third. The
media ate it up.

The second day was a dif-
ferent story. Events for the
second day were the make
& break and the overhead
stream. The State record
time in the make & break
gave the Tucson B-1 team
first place, with Glendale
Fire Department finishing a

close second. The over-
head stream had the B-1
team In third place, the
Motorola Fire Brigade team
second and the Phoenix
mens A team finishing first.
The Phoenix womens team
received no points the
second day of competi-
tion.

Other awards were won
by the Springerville Fire
Department for the farthest
traveled, the tuxedo T-
shirted Drexel Heights Fire
Department for best
dressed, the Tucson B-1
team for second overall
and the Phoenix mens A
team for first overall.

Numerous other activities
took place in conjunction
withthe musterevent. Two
live bands, one featuring
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Tucson Fire’s own Carson
Noel, played on Saturday.
Numerous food opportu-
nities were also available
with beverages provided
by Golden Eagle Distribu-
tors and Pepsi-Cola. A
jumping castle, basket
shoot and dunk tank were
fund raising eventswhich
proved to be quite enter-
taining for those who at-
tended.

A parade, consisting of 40+
pieces of fire equipment,
was the initial kick-off for
the two-day event. Hon-
ored participants in the
parade were Mayor Tho-
mas J. Volgy and Council-
member Bruce Wheeler.

Many thanks go to those
who participated and vol-
unteered to see the event
through to fruition. Some
of those who gave that
little extra were Gary Mor-
ris, Frank Granados, John
Thompson, Ben Gawlik,
Fred Shipman, Gerry Bowiin,
Art Apodaca, Joe Bavaro,
the personnel of Golden
Eagle Distributors and the
Rusty Bucket Volunteer Fire
Brigade. Thank You

Competing in the muster, the
Tucson Fire Department team,
(top left), displays its winning
form in the Hose Cart Race,
while the PhoenixFire Depart-
ment women's team, (middie
left), gave them a run for the
gold. FirefightersJ. Conahay,
andM. Holmes, (bottomleft),
display thelr unsuccessful
aftempt to ‘make-a-hydrant”,
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