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Valley National Bank of Arizona,
in its Seventy-Fifth Year, celebrates
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I'wo hundred vears ago on a sile near the Rio Santa Cruz, the Spaniards began building
a walled adobe compound, El Presidio de Tucson, Though at first only a minor
military garrison with a handful of dwellings, the new community offered protection
from the Apaches and a welcome haven for travelers on El Camino Real
Continuing this vital function for more than a century, the 0ld Pueblo established
itsell as an important crossroads center, serving as Arizona's territorial capital
for a number ol vears before entering the dynamic 20th century

I'hus the die was cast for the Tucson ol today, rich in the culture of Mexico
and infused with the progressive spirit of its settlers from the east

Valley National Bank salutes Tucson on its hicentennial anniversary
AS Arizona's working partner since 1899, we are proud to be a part of Tucson's unfolding
history. Our Tucson roots go back to 1879 when the [irst bank in Pima County was
founded. This original bank later merged with two others to form the
Consolidated National Bank, which was acquired by us in 1935
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Arizona’s oldest bank salutes one of
Arizona’s oldest cities.
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THE TUCSON BICENTENNIAL

By John Bret Harte TUCSON FIRE

Bicentennials by their nature are rare occurrences, but Tucson will celebrate two of great significance in as
many years. This city, older by a year than the nation of which it now forms a part, commemorates its own 200th
birthday in 1975, and the bicentennial of national independence a year later.

Tucsonians feel they have a great deal to remember and celebrate. Their community’s past stretches back in
time longer than that of any other major Arizona city or town. Tucson enjoys a proud multicultural heritage that
embraces contributions by peoples of many races and origins: Spaniards, Mexicans, Indians, Orientals, Blacks and
Anglo-Americans. At present the city stands in the first rank of Southwestern communities in terms of its educational,
cultural and scientific resources. Here, side by side, are the buildings and relics of a pioneer past and the evidences
of the best in art, learning and technology that the 20th century has to offer. Here the friendliness and cooperation
of a small town blends with the bustling efficiency of a modern metropolis.

Tucson’s bicentennial, like that of the nation, focuses on three distinct themes. First, we commemorate our past,
paying attention to the achievements of our ancestors whose endeavors laid the foundation for the Tucson of today.
Second, we celebrate our present in every appropriate way — with parades, fireworks, fiestas and re-enactments,
and with solemn thanks to the providence that preserved us through so many years. Finally, we prepare the way
for the next two centuries by the improvement of our environment and the expansion of the cultural, scientific and
educational facilities that our children, and their children, will enjoy.

Tucson’s bicentennial activities involve persons from every segment of the community, young and old, rich and
poor. Similarly the projects are fascinating in their diversity. Horticulturalists have perfected a hybrid Tucson bi-
centennial rose. A group of west side residents have undertaken to clean up and restore the area along the banks
of the Santa Cruz River at the foot of Sentinel Peak, where an ancient Indian village once stood. Mexican-Amer-
icans have made plans to build a center there where their rich culture can be preserved and interpreted. University
scientists will build an environmental laboratory on Tumamoc Hill where residents and visitors can understand the
ecology of the desert. Public-spirited citizens will erect a memorial on the University campus to the men and women
from that institution who gave their lives in the service of their country. More than forty separate projects, origin-
ated in the community, are being carried forward to enrich Tucson’s bicentennial era.

From the beginning all these activities have been coordinated and given direction by a committee of citizens
who formed part, first, of the Tucson Historical Committee and, more recently, of the Tucson-Pima County Histori-
cal Commission. This core group, in turn, has received the willing and unstinting assistance of hundreds of other
persons who have offered time, effort and imagination in formulating projects and carrying them through to com-
pletion.

Two years ago, in August of 1973, the national American Revolution Bicentennial Administration named Tuc-
son as Arizona’s — and the Southwest’s — first bicentennial community. Since that time the bicentennial committee
has acted as a channel through which local projects received recognition as part of the state and national bicen-
tennial programs, and by which federal money, matching private funds, was funneled into certain activities.

From first to last, however, Tucson’s bicentennial program has been home-grown, a spontaneous expression
of this community’s desire to commemorate its heroes, celebrate its present and pave the way with today’s resour-
ces for the world of tomorrow. At a time when many Americans have come to question the country’s direction and
its basic institutions, Tucson's far-flung bicentennial activities stand as an eloquent testimonial to the community’s
faith in itself and in the future.







