
 

 

This incident was included because of the many 

techniques that were changed because of what was 

learned from the tragedy. 
  
 

 

 

Brief History Of 
 

April 3, 1974, Louisville Tornado (2)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please understand the main emphasis of this information will be on the Tornado that hit the “East End” 

of Jefferson County Kentucky and not the other parts of Kentucky or other states. 

 



 May 2011, Note 

 

Until April 25 to 28, 2011 there has been no question that the April 3, 1974 Tornado out-

break was one of the largest ever.  History will tell us in the future but it appears the 2011 

outbreak may surpass the 1974 outbreak. 

 

 
 

 



 April 3, 1974 General Information some called “Black Wednesday” 
 

 



 April 3, 1974 General Information some called “Black Wednesday” 
 

 



 April 3, 1974 General Information some called “Black Wednesday” 
 

 



 April 3, 1974 General Information some called “Black Wednesday” 
 

Courtesy http://www.crh.noaa.gov/lmk/?n=tornado_climatology_jefferson_ky 



 April 3, 1974 General Information some called “Black Wednesday” 
 

Courtesy http://www.crh.noaa.gov/lmk/?n=tornado_climatology_jefferson_ky 



 September 19, 1993, The Courier-Journal, 125th Anniversary.     April 4, 1974. 



 April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rest of Article missing— 



 April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 

 
Rest of Article missing— 



 April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 

Rest of Article missing— 



 April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
 



 April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
 

Searchers...Hunt for buried tornado victims to start at dawn 



 April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
 

Louisville-area hospitals treat 225 victims of tornadoes  



 April 4, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
 

Aged woman’s eyes focus on what’s left:  Nothing 

 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

Tornado – 10 miles of ruin, misery by Martin E. Biemer, The Louisville Times. 
 

 
 
 
 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

Kentucky, Indiana declared disaster area 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

Kentucky, Indiana declared disaster area 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

Audubon Park:  City’s 1st residential area hit by wind is a tangle of broken buildings and trees 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

The Highlands:  Only Pearl Harbor was worse than this, veteran says 

 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

Northfield:  Most homes torn apart but no serious injuries are reported 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

Indian Hills:  The wind divested it and Rolling Fields, but not the residents’ spirits 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

Crescent Hill:  “ I  saw it all coming….Trees were falling all around. IO got trapped…” 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

Note:  The son in this article “Edwin” was a graduate of Waggener High School and was murdered in 
Louisville in 1976. 



 April 4, 1974 The Louisville Times: 
 

 



 April 4, 1974, The Voice: 
 

Only this page had information on tornado. 



 April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone 
 

 

See next page 



 April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone 

 

 



 April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, The Kentucky Tornadoes, by C. F. Boone 
 

 

 

 
 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

Rolling Fields— 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

Northfield— 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

Northfield— 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

Northfield Stannye Drive— 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 

 

 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 

 

 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 

 

 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 

 

 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 

 

Dennis Bryant was also a STMFD firefighter: 



 April 3, 1974, Tornado!, by The Courier-Journal/The Louisville Times 
 

 



 April 3, 1974 and on—- 
 

1974:  From Jack O’Toole private collection.                All of the Tornado 



 April 4, 1974 Photos by Tim Golden: 
 

 
 
 

          “Lil” Bill Andriot, Tim Golden & Bernie Karem     Northfield  below also 

 



 April 4, 1974 Photos by Tim Golden: 
 

 



 April 4, 1974 Photos by Tim Golden: 
 

 



 April 4, 1974 Photos by Tim Golden: 
 

 



 April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member: 
 

 



 April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member: 
 

 



 April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member: 
 

 



 April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member: 
 

 



 April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member: 
 

 



 April, 1974 Photos taken from video by Wiley Brewer STMFD member: 
 

 



 April, 1974 Photos taken by Al Ring but damned if I can remember the location. 
 

 



 April 5, 1974  
 

 

Mrs. Orr’s son graduated from Wag-

gener High School and was well 

known to STMFD in sales. 



 April 5, 1974  
 



 April 5, 1974  
 

April 5, 1974:    The Louisville Times, photo by James N. Keen 
 

Even the street sign is down at this intersection in Rolling Fields.  In contrast, some of the shutters remain intact on one of the tornado-
wrecked houses in the background. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 5, 1974:   Storm damage throughout state, Associated Press 
 

Jefferson County—Three persons killed, water problem Wednesday night but most service restored; National Guard on duty, about 
250 injured.  About 700 to 800 homes destroyed. 
 

April 5, 1974:      Death stayed away, by Clarence Matthews, The Louisville Times. 
 

The sounds of heavy equipment straining to remove debris and other obstacles permeated the street.  National Guardsmen and police 
questioned those seeking to enter the area. Uprooted trees lay draped over littered lawns and houses. Where stately homes once stood, 
trucks cleared away rubble. 
 

It was the day after the tornado struck Rolling Fields, a middle-class neighborhood northeast of downtown Louisville, just north of 
U.S. 42 and west of Chenoweth Lane. 
 

Residents were drifting back to their shattered homes to salvage what they could. Sometimes it wasn’t very much. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Brooks, their son and friends picked through what was left of their two-story home at 403 Country Lane. 
 

“Mom, what do you want me to do with this wet stuff?”, the son asked of Mrs. Brooks, a teacher at Engelhard Elementary School. “Is 
it salvageable?” she replied. “Just put it into the (plastic) bags until we can take it to the cleaners.” That’s the way it went for the 
Brooks family as they attempted to pick up the pieces. No one was home when the disaster struck and the family escaped injury. The 
family has been staying with in-laws a few blocks from their home. 
 

Still numb:  The Brooks home is uninhabitable. The family, still numbed from the chaos that followed the tornado, is uncertain of the 
future. 
 

At present, they will continue to stay with relatives. What’s left of their furniture will be stored by a brother of Mrs. Brooks. 
Many of their belongings were damaged beyond repair. It will be days before the family is able to sift through the rubble and pick out 
what can be used again. 
 

“I had just finished giving an order for covers for the porch chairs,” Mrs. Brooks said, looking over the smashed porch.  
 

Food from a former neighbor: At about that time, a former neighborhood resident arrived, carrying a bag of sandwiches and oth
er food for the family. “Oh, thank you,” Mrs. Brooks called out to the visitor. 
 

Even with all the devastation, the Brookses feel they were fortunate because none of them was injured. “We are all right,” Mrs. 
Brooks said, stepping around a fallen piece of roof. “I guess that is the main thing.” 
 

The Brookses, also the parents of two married daughters, planned to return to their home today to search through the debris. 
“There is no use going there (to work) tomorrow, there is just too much to do here,” Mrs. Brooks said. 
 

Whether the home can be made livable again is not known. The family will face that question later, after the impact of the disaster has 
subsided, she said. 



 April 5, 1974  
 

April 5, 1974:   Photo by Paul Schuhmann 
 

An automobile and a telephone booth take the same slant, the way Wednesday’s tornado left them in the 3600 block of Brownsboro 
Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 6, 1974 Disaster Admittance Slip 
 



 April 6, 1974,  
 
April 6, 1974, The Louisville Times: 



 April 6, 1974,  
 
April 6, 1974, The Louisville Times: 



 April 6, 1974 

 



 April 6, 1974  
 
April 6, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 



 April 6, 1974, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
 

 



 April 6, 1974, The Courier-Journal & Times: 

 
 

 



 April 6, 1974, The Courier-Journal & Times: 

 
 



 April 6, 1974 



 April 6, 1974 

 



 April 7, 1974 
 



 April 7, 1974 

 



 April 7, 1974 
 



 April 7, 1974 
 

 



 April 7, 1974 

 



 April 7, 1974 
 



 April 7, 1974 
 



 April 7, 1974 
 



 April 7, 1974 

 



 April 7, 1974 
 



 April 8, 1974 
 



 April 8, 1974 

 



 April 8, 1974 
 



 April 8, 1974 
 

The Courier Journal: 



 April 10, 1974 
 

 



 April 10, 1974 
 

 



 April 10, 1974 
 

 



 April 10, 1974 
 

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 



 April11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 
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April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

April 11, 1974, The Voice:               



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

 

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

April 11, 1974, The Voice:               



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

April 11, 1974, The Voice :               



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

April 11, 1974, The Voice:               



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

April 11, 1974, The Voice:               

 

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice—(See separate pages) 

 

April 11, 1974, The Voice:               

 



 April 11, 1974, The Voice 

 

April 11, 1974, The Voice:               



 April 14, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 April 15, 1974, The Louisville Times: 
  



 April 15, 1974, Time Magazine  
  



 April 15, 1974, Time Magazine  



 April 15, 1974, Time Magazine  
  



 April 18, 194, The Courier-Journal: 

  



 April 18, 194, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 April 18, 1974, The Voice: 

  



 April 18, 1974, The Voice: 
  



 April 18, 1974, The Voice: 

  



 April 18, 1974, The Louisville Times: 
   



 April, 1974 

 



 April 21, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  

 



 April, 1974 

   



 April 25, 1974, The Voice:               
    



 May, 1974, Louisville Gas & Electric Power 
  



 May, 1974, Louisville Gas & Electric Power 
  



 May, 1974, Louisville Gas & Electric Power 
  



 May, 1974, Louisville Gas & Electric Power 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
   



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
   



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
   



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 

  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 

  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 

  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 

  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 May, 1974 
  



 May, 1974 
  



 May, 1974 
  



 May 16, 1974, The Voice: 
  



 June, 1974, The Louisville Times: 
  



 June, 1974, The Louisville Times: 
  



 June, 1974, The Louisville Times: 
  



 June, 1974, The Louisville Times: 
  



 June, 1974, The Louisville Times: 
  

 



 June, 1974, The Louisville Times: 
  



 August 8, 1974, The Voice:               
   



 September 12, 1974, The Voice: 

          
   



 December 26, 1974 
           

   



 December 26, 1974 
           

   



 December 26, 1974 
           

   



 March 30, 1975 
    



 March 30, 1975 
    



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 

     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times: 
     



 April 3, 1975 
  



 April 3, 1975 
  



 April 3, 1975 
  



 April 10 & July 26, 1975 
   



 April 21, 1975, U.S. News & World Report: 
    



 March 26, 2003, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 March 26, 2003, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 March 26, 2003, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 March 31, 2004, The Courier-Journal: 
  



 March 3, 2011 
  

 Courtesy March 3, 2011——-http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?

Site=B2&Date=20110302&Category=NEWS01&ArtNo=303020119&Ref=PH&odyssey=mod|mostpopph

otos 
  

Brandenburg 

Sherwood Ave 

Grindstead Drive Crescent Court 

Bardstown Road 



 March 3, 2011 
  

 Courtesy March 3, 2011——-http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?

Site=B2&Date=20110302&Category=NEWS01&ArtNo=303020119&Ref=PH&odyssey=mod|mostpopph

otos 
  

Crescent hill 

Stevens Ave highlands 

Harvey Sloane   Crescent 

Hill 

Brandenburg 



 March 3, 2011 
  

 Courtesy March 3, 2011——-http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?

Site=B2&Date=20110302&Category=NEWS01&ArtNo=303020119&Ref=PH&odyssey=mod|mostpopph

otos 
  

Rolling Fields Stannye Drive Grindstead Drive 

Northfield 



 March 3, 2011 
  

 April 28, 2011, WLKY.com: 
  



 March 3, 2011 
  

 April 28, 2011, WLKY.com: 
  



 May, 2011 
 Courtesy http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=60425137223#!/photo.php?

fbid=1137487089142&set=o.60425137223&type=1&theater 
  

   

Mark Hoskins Northfield area, Jefferson County Mark Hoskins Northfield area, Jefferson County 

Grinstead Drive, Don Krebbs 

301 Crescent Court, Don Krebbs Frankfort & Stiltz, Don Krebbs 

Crescent Court, Don Krebbs 



 

 

 

 

The following will be reports on the  

1974 Tornado 
   



 April 3, 1974           Tornado 
   



 April 3, 1974           Tornado 
   



 April 3, 1974           Tornado 



 April 3, 1974           Tornado 
   



 Personal note from Al Ring & STMFD Report 

 
  

  



 Report made by Al Ring after the 1974 Tornado 
   

  
     



 STMFD Report 
  

   
     



 STMFD Report 
  

   
     



 April , 1974  
  

Each firefighter that participated in the Tornado Operation received this Certificate of Appreciation 

from Jefferson County Government 
      



 Harrods C reek Fire Department Operational Study & Report 

   

 



 Harrods C reek Fire Department Operational Study & Report 
   

 



 Harrods C reek Fire Department Operational Study & Report 
   

 



 Harrods C reek Fire Department Operational Study & Report 

   



 Harrods C reek Fire Department Operational Study & Report 
   

 



 Harrods C reek Fire Department Operational Study & Report 
   

 



 Harrods C reek Fire Department Operational Study & Report 
   

 



 Harrods C reek Fire Department Operational Study & Report 
   

 



 Harrods C reek Fire Department Operational Study & Report 
   

 



 

  



 

  



   

  



 

  

  



 1974 Fire/Rescue Disaster Operating Plan 
   

  



 1974 Fire/Rescue Disaster Operating Plan 
   

  



 County Fire Apparatus Numbering System 
  

October 1, 1975:  The new apparatus numbering system went into use on October 1, 1975, adopted immediate

ly by all districts except Lyndon, Fairdale, Pleasure Ridge Park and South Dixie.  These districts all came on 

board with it by the early 1980’s.  The system remains in use today with very little change from its original 

form.  There are just a few less fire districts, due to mergers in the early 2000’s.  Department’s no longer in ex

istence are: Black Mudd “60”; Edgewood “44” (both merged into Okolona Fire District); South Dixie 

“35” (merged into Pleasure Ridge Park Fire District).  This was all a result of Firefighter’s Inc., after thee1974 

Tornado and its dedication to  have better communication for major disasters. 
  



 Dick Gilbert—WHAS Radio —reporting of Tornado 



 Dick Gilbert—WHAS Radio —reporting of Tornado 
  

  



 Dick Gilbert—WHAS Radio —reporting of Tornado 
  

  



 Dick Gilbert—WHAS Radio —reporting of Tornado 



 Dick Gilbert—WHAS Radio —reporting of Tornado 



 Dick Gilbert—WHAS Radio —reporting of Tornado 
  

  
  



 NOAA and the 1974 Tornado Outbreak 
   

  



 Analysis and Reconstruction of the 1974 Tornado Supper Outbreak 

  
   



 Analysis and Reconstruction of the 1974 Tornado Supper Outbreak 

  
   



 Analysis and Reconstruction of the 1974 Tornado Supper Outbreak 

  
   



 Analysis and Reconstruction of the 1974 Tornado Supper Outbreak 

  
   



 Analysis and Reconstruction of the 1974 Tornado Supper Outbreak 

  
   



 Analysis and Reconstruction of the 1974 Tornado Supper Outbreak 

  
   



 Analysis and Reconstruction of the 1974 Tornado Supper Outbreak 

  
   



 Analysis and Reconstruction of the 1974 Tornado Supper Outbreak 

  
   



 The Courier-Journal—sometime in 1974— 

  



 The Courier-Journal—sometime in 1974— 

  



 The Courier-Journal—sometime in 1974— 

  



 Personal Accounts 
  

Comments form firefighters— 
  
4/3/1974 4:15 p.m. Tornado swept through our district, 2 fatalities, one man in a car, one lady in a garage (by Jack 

O’Toole—(January 2011)) 
  

Several of us, including Rick Albers, were at the firehouse the afternoon of April 3rd 1974 due to the inclement weather. I was sup

posed to be headed to Frankfort KY to visit my cousin but instead diverted to the firehouse. As 4:15 PM approached we noticed an 

L&N train stop in front of the firehouse and quickly reverse direction, something that was way out of the ordinary. Next we could see 

the funnel cloud, and the debris swirling in the sky. Even  before the tone sounded we formed a plan and a crew and headed out. I 

seem to recall S4 was off the track and we took S5. Many streets along the way were blocked by fallen trees. Once we made it to the 

Indian Hills area, we were dispatched as search parties, checking house after house, expecting the worst, hoping for the best. Luckily 

school was already out and there was plenty of warning. Everyone in the dozens of homes we checked were OK, usually found hiding 

in the basement. After we finished checking all of the damaged homes, our crew was called over to the location of one of the two fa

tals, where a woman had been rushing into her home and was hit by a falling ceiling beam. Had she stayed in her car, in the garage she 

would have suffered no injuries.  A few days later I learned the man who died in the car, found wrapped around a telephone pole sev

eral feet off the ground was related to a friend of mine. His wife was scared by the storm and called him to rush home from work to be 

with her. Many years later around 1987 in Dallas TX at a Toastmasters public speaking meeting, a woman was called on to give an 

impromptu 5 minute speech about a disaster she had once experienced. She talked about the April 3rd tornado in Louisville, KY and 

related she had lived through it, living in an affected neighborhood. As part of her speech, she was allowed to call on anyone in the 

room to answer a question about her topic. We were judged on our ability to speak even if it was a subject we knew nothing about.  I 

had probably turned white by the time she called on me and asked “what would you do if you were faced by such a tornado”. I stood 

up and responded “well in fact I lived through that very tornado as a member of the local fire department.......”. Later she compliment

ed me on my ability to make up such a brilliant story on the fly. When I told her I did not make up the story, she about fainted. Two 

people in Dallas TX, who both lived through a major weather event in Louisville, years earlier. Small world indeed. 

  



  

 

 

Thanks you for taking an interest in  
Tucson Fire Department history — 

  
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, 
pictures, etc.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order or by a subject.  
These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Dave Rid
ings Assistant Chief Tucson Fire Department, Al Ring friend of the department, Greater Tucson 
Fire Foundation and with the help of many friends and fellow firefighters. 
  

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader 
should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to 
other items such as documents, letters, etc.   
  

Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We 
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this infor
mation.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be 
from one of three possible sources.  The Arizona Daily Star, The Tucson Citizen and the Tucson 
Daily Citizen, for which we want to give a special thanks. 
  

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information 
for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  

Should the reader have additional information on the above subject we would appreciate you 
sharing it with us. Please see the names and contact information on the 1st. TFD Archives page  
right below this paragraph. 

  


