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Fires l*‘()ught

A fire of undetermined |
cause resulted in $8,000 dam- |
age to an abandoned radio- ‘
isotope laboratory room at |
Tucson Medical Center last |
night.

A total of 65 firemen, 14
trucks and 3 rescue units an-
swered the call at 7:15 p.m.

Evacuation of patients was
not necessary, said Fire Capt.
Ellis Franklin, largely be-
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cause of a TMC lab assistant
“who pulled a hose from a
hallway and kept the fire in
check until we got there.”

The assistant was identified
as Tom Harrison of 6943 E.
3rd St.

The fire department’s
chores were complicated last
night by about eight grass
fires on the East Side, a small
fire quickly extinguished in
the University of Arizona Stu-
dent Union and a false alarm
at Townsend Junior High
School. Cause of the grass
fires was undetermined.

All occurred about the same
time as the TMC fire, tying up
much of the department’s
equipment.

The TMC lab room was
being rebuilt, and no chem-
icals were present. Franklin
said cans of ‘paint were

present and that one might ‘ X .
have spontaneously ignited the TMC Flre Debrls

fire.
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- Citizen Proto

City firemen cut a hole in the ceiling of a laboratory

;Antial)()l'ti()n at Tucson Medical Center last night to let gases

from smoke escape.
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Medical Center

Tucson Medical Center had
another brief fire scare yes-
terday when smoke came
pouring from the roof of the
medical records section.

Fire department officials
said a refrigeration unit on the
roof burned out, causing the
smoke. Damage was confined
to the records section.

A fire at TMC Tuesday did
§8.000 damage to the former
radioisotope treatment section
of the hospital. Cause of the
blaze has not been determined
but the fire apparently began
in an area containing con-
struction materials. The new
part of the radioisotope labo-
ratory was not damaged.

Fire Cause
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Hospital Ceiling Damaged

Firemen probe the ceiling of an old radioisotope treatment room at Tucson Medical

Mystery

Center after a blaze that did an estimated $8,000 in damage. (Star Photo by Art Grasbergey The origin of the fire that de-
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$8,000 Blaze Causes

Brief Scare

At TMC

A small fire gave nurses and patients at Tucson Medical

Center a brief scare last night

before it was brought under

control by some quick work by hospital workers.

Although 14 fire trucks and three rescue unit were sent to
the hospital and some patients were prepared for evacuation,

firomen and hospital atten-
dants confined the blaze to an
old radioisotope treatment
room in the hospital’s labora-
tory section and adjoining
areas,

The evacuation was not car-
ried out and no injuries were
reported.

Moments hefore the fire a
woman was brought out of
surgery from an operating
room across the hall. A second
surgery patient was taken to
st. Joseph’s Hospital to have a
broken leg set.

Fire Capt. Ellis Franklin
said damage to the building
and contents was estimated at
$8,000.

Some heat and smoke dam-
age was visible to the hallway
ceiling just outside the old
treatment room, Franklin said
the fire began in some cOn-
struction materials in the
southeast corner of the room.,
Its cause was not known.

The hospital’'s radioisotope
facilities had been  per-
manently relocated elsewhere
in the laboratory section. The

-

new part of the laboratory,
opened this week, was not
damaged by the fire.

The blaze was discovered by
a TMC lab assistant, Tom
Harrison of 6942 E. 3rd St.,
who smelled smoke while he
was in the lab office. He
turned in the alarm, grabbed
a hose and ran toward the
blaze while another worker
turned on the water. Harrison
and other hospital workers
were credited by firemen with
keeping the blaze from
spreading.

Police had their hands full
with sightseers driving by the
hospital, The snarl was com-.
plicated by construction work
on East Grant Road in front of
the hospital.

The call to TMC came while
firemen were extinguishing a
small blaze in the kitchen at
the University of Arizona Stu-
dent Union. A third fire call,
to Townsend Junior High
School, a block from the hospi-
tal, came while fire crews
were at TMC. That fire, how-
ever, turned out to be in an
incinerator.

Franklin said 65 men fought
the hospital blaze.
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