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1881 to 1914 TVFD Major Incidents

The TVFD started with a few hand tools and buckets in 1881
From 1881 to 1902 TVFD was totally a volunteer department. In 1902 it became a combination department.
In 1915 it became a "Paid” department.

Date of
Incident Property Involved Location

Comner of Church Plaza and Mesilla
6/16/1681 Wholezale & Liguor Store Street
6/27/1681 L Zeckendorf & Co."s Powder-Houze Edge of Tuczon
8/21/1881  William Zeckendorf & Co.’s Store Main & Congress Street
$/24/1882  Goldschmidt's Furniture Store Meyer Street
6/6/1882 C. W. Clarke Harness Shop Church Sereet
10/16/1882 H. J. Brown Crockery Houze Main Street

1883 TVFD added a couple of hand drawn hoze carts.
Reader should keep in mind if there was a fire hydrant available they hand pulled the hose cart to the hydrant,
hooked up hose and fought the fire that way, no pumps.

Dr. C. P. V. Watson Drug Seore, Alizon’s
10/22/1883 Grocery Congresz: & Plaza Street
2/8/1884 “Reids" Opera Houze Meyer & Pennington St.

L Zekendorf's Co."s Store & Crezcent Mazin & Congre:zz & Congreszs and
8/9/1884 staurant Church
9/25/1884  Jozeph Scesovich Store Corner of Congrezz & Mezilla
9/25/1885  5.C Meyer & Co., White Houze Corner of Main & Congrezs

In December 1886 TVFD added a hand drawn hook and ladder apparatus.
7/19/1887  John lvancowvich’s Produce Store

12/12/1891 John Gardiner Machine Shop
Eagle Milling Company & L Zeckendorf &

233 Congress Street

10/20/1892 Co.
12/9/1893  Dr. Wright's Drug Store
1172471898  Rule Block (Several Houzes)

Main Sereet
Bloxton Block on Congress 5t.
Rule Block -South Meyer Street

In the fall of 1896 TVFD bought for about $1,700.00 8 Hand-Horse drawn Chemical Fire Engine.
However it was used as a hand drawn Chemical Fire Engine until August 1, 1900.

9/17/1898  Radanovich Building Stone Avenue and Congress Street  $
6/19/1900  Bee Hive Clothing Store Wedge

1900 Became a Combination Department with Frank C. Norton being the first paid man, and numbers slowly
increased until the Department became fully paid in 1915.
August 1, 1900, horze drawn hook and ladder & chemical spparatus added.

7/26/1902 Fire on South Meyer Street
1/26/1903 4 Buildings center of the Wedge

1/28/1903 Ezmond Train Wreck
6/28/1903  San Xavier Hotel

September 1903 Horse drawn hose wagon purchased.

5/10/1904  Ramona Hotel & Bragg'z Barbershop
6/17/1904  Tucszon Ice & Coid Storage, Co.

7/3/1902 Jacob Cohen’z Dry Goods Store

7/8/1904 Arizona Sazh, Door and Mill Co.

Corner of Broadway & South Meyer
Street

Wedge

12 Milez 5. E of Tuczon
Southern Pacific Depot

Sth Avenue
North Court Street

Comner of Congrez: & Meyer:s 5t

North Sixth Avenue and the Arroyo

ssistant Chief William H
Kazenstein azsazsinated.

Outside of territory-TVFD
did not rezpond




12/5/1904  Warehouse South of Southern Pacific Depot
6/24/1905 University Dining Hall University of Arizona
11/19/1907 Shops of Gardiner, Worthen & Gozz Head of Congres: Street

1908 Horse Drawn Steamer purchased.

12/30/1908 Whitwell Hozpital Adamz S¢. & Euclid Avenue

1/19/1909  Chinatown West End of Pennington Street

3/5/1909 Moreno & Valenzuela Building Meyer Street

5/28/1909  Rooming Houze South Third Street

9/30/1810 Southern Pacific Shops Southern Pacfic Yards Sepatate Section

Former Fire Chief Jack

11/17/1910 Goldring Furniture Store 109 East Congress Street Boleyn die:
Schrader Building at Congress &

5/27/1911 W. F. Kitz'z Sonz Store Belknap streets

2/4/1912 Tucson Printing & Publizhing Co. 195 Belknap Street

5/9/1912 Corbett Stationary Store & More 10 Eazt Congress Street

1/19/1913 Lzt Drug Store & Much More N. E. Corner, Stone & Congres:s St

1914 Velie motorized pumper purchased and arrived mid year. TFD's first motorized apparatus.

7/26/1914  Krez: Building 99 Eazt Congress Street S
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Terrific Explosion of Powder.
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Description: On this date in 1881, thirty thousand pounds of gun-powder exploded in
Zeckendorf's powder magazine at the edge of Tucson, smashing windows and dishes and
damaging buildings all over town. Churches were quickly filled with people who feared the end
of the world was at hand. This undated photograph shows Zeckendorf's store on the corner of
Main and Pennington.
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THE TUCSON EXPLOSION.

Graphic Description of the Terri-
ble Affair,

THS OOMET AT FIRST BLAMED.

Scenes of Terror magh'd with Amus
ing Incidents.

VAPRCIAL *Y TALMRAAYE W TRE AR OAD X0, |

Juve 25h. - The scene just after
the terrific explosion lut night was ome of
tervor and pever W be forputten. There was
fully 40,000 pounds of the Togite powder in
the magazine, and the craab sed reverber-
ations which broke from the meuntains were
truly grand. A moment bafore the report

A OREAT DLAZE
Shot upwand from 700 to 1,000 feet, followed
by an immense sand cloud, reachigg nesrly
s high, As the shock spent {f and
reached the Santa Catalinas, oleven Iniles dis-
tant, it cawe back with the rumbles and
tremble so distioctive of an earthquake,
The people were ecither thrown out
into the street or crowded there
o quickly s posible for Dbreath, as
the concussion raised a cload of dust little
ohort of asand-storm, that enveloped the eatire
town, In the steeet the poople were roshing
wildly to and fro to what they believed to be
& place of safety. The Catholic Catbedral,
capable of holding 2,00¢ pe. p'e, was packed
in leas than ffteen winotes, mainly by our
Mexican populstice, who rosbel to the
church as the last resort and sct of their
livee, To adl to the constervation, while
the city was in total darkvess,

A CAY OF ring
Was ra'sed, and was shortly confirmed
by a blase, the startiog [rom fallen
lamps. At this hoar the baxk baill.
fogs on Coogress slreet were stand-
iog open, the Leavy oak doors belag

(| torn off their hinges, the force of the concus-

sloo being hiodered celthor by bolte, locks nor

S -hbowder bl ew
Dai

183¢&r Hiefaidd

up .

y Union:

iran bars, and wisdows of plate glaes half an
foch thick were shattered. Two of the
largest stores in town, thees of Thecdore
Welisch & Ce. and A, N, O & Co., were
completely gutted of glass, sasvher and doors,
and preseated an lnviting scene for plunder,
There is scarcaly a houss o town, or a build.
iog, but bears wmarks of the shock, which
broke saskes and zlams st Fort Lowell, elght
miles distant, as readily s it tore the roofs
from the bouses and demoliched the walls,
ceilingn, etc., of buildings near the Jocation of
the sceme, No Jess thau ten calls came
is by telephons for medical ald, incloding
oue from the hospital scross the valley some
two miles,
INCIDENTS OF THE AYFAIR

At Levin's Park, where many people were
ssecmubled, over forty were prostrated, sev-
eral ladies fainting. Incidents of the ex-
plosion are almost unlimited, some of them
being amusing. It was geserally belleved at
the instant that the comet was the cause of
the catastrophe., At Levin's Park a rough
old miner, a moment before the shock, walked
up to the bar, remarking, * Well, boys, the
comet will got away with us all yet. Let's
have oae more drink.” The conversation was
being carried on in (ki etraip, and jost be-
fore maising the glasses came the blaze, fol-
lowed quickly by the explosion. All the
miner conld sy was, My God! bogs, we
are strock. Drick quick ™ The mext mo-
went ke was found prostrate on the ground
twenly [eet away, senselom. 1L was almoss
impossible to convines the Loro that he bad
not bwen hit by the comet.

PORCE OF THE YXPLOSION.

Reports resched tho cily to-night from
Hanbhaw, a dlatarce of N0 ni'es, saying the
shock was distioctly filt atl that place, The
wiitary telegraph fize ructicg by the mag-
axins casczot be fo nd for a distance of pearly

! half a suile, and severs! of the Western Union

poles were ahivered. The accident to the
militacy line cut off communisation, but a
dirpatoh was sent from Fort Granst as far s
Camp Howell, ioquiriog the came of Lhe
shock, Fort Graot is 19 miles from

All the United States Sigual Service instru.
wen's were completely rvined.
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A VISIT TO THE SCENE.

The Mayor and Marshal, with the City
Sarveyor, visited the soeve to-day. The hole
measured 12 foet deep by 75 in diameter, and
the cxplovion destroyed every vestige of grass
and shrubbery for ten acres srcund. Upon
weasurercent It was found that the megazive
waa located 350 feet outside the city lmits,
The law requires that no porder-hones shall
be loca‘el resrer than one half mile, and it
is the intention of many (o lostit.te Jamage
suits agalns: the owners of the same,

THZ LOSARS,

The Star places the Josses at $100,000, the
Citicen at §75.000, as & low estimate. The
beaviest lomos are: L. Zockendotf & Co,
powder, ete,, $14.000; A. N. Otis & Co,,
crockeryware, $3.000; M. J. Brows, crock-
er7 and glaseware, 81 500 ; Welisch & Co.,
plate glas: fromt, §1,200 ; M. Katz, destrue
tion by * - cansed by a falliog lazop, $1,000;
H. N. Steveos, dansge to house, $1.500; J,
B. Pomeroy, damoge o house and faraiture,
$2.500 ; M. T, Brows, damage % house and
farniture, $2000; L. C. Hoghes, 81,000;
rallroad shops and buildinge, $1000; W, 8,
Bdwards, $1,000 ; Charles Brows, $§250 ; Ss,
Joseph's Academy, $250; Catholic Church,
$200; Graed Hotel, $150 ; Samnel Hughes,
$1,000; C. 1L Locd, $200; L. Meyer & Co,
$20—~and a great many others ravgiog from
$100 to $700,




